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S Pyjééeedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmer;t,
i\ L 15tk March 1871, -

A

' No. 187. - Read the following letter om the Acting Secretary to the Board of

<~ Revenue, to the Secretary t Goverpment, Revenue Departihent, dated
: 'Madras, 8th February 1871 / No. 597.

WitH reference to Governmgﬁt-'Order, 29th June 1870, No. 966, I am
" directed to subrmit the accompanying reports on the subject of raising funds by

- local taxation to afford relief ot occasions of extraordinary scarcity.
[3)

. on daily wages instead of land, and their consequent inability to withstand

- calamitics of season increases, whilst the ties between the poor and rich are

weakened, and the sources pf voluntary relief are probably diminished.

3. This argument is inapplicable to the circumstances of the Madras Presi-

. denty.  Two-thirds at least of the population are raising their own food. The land

. 1s divided amgngst them in comparatively small portions, and there is no sign that

- this condition of things is altering. Private charity is rendered by the rich to the

poor, and even-by the poor4o one another in a * marvellous and admirable way ;"
and if this lacq/ tharity withers, as it must, under the proposed system of taxation,
1t would be itnpf)‘ggrblé"{o devise any .tax short of confiscation which would furnish

the same a'iiioua"t;of dssistance to the poor. They would lose and not gain by such

& measure. » -

L/ R .: . * ."’ ’ . . . :
4. 'I‘hq“.Commlsstoner‘s argue that the Zemindars in Bengal are bound to
support the poor'of their estates in times of scarcity, because they relieved Govern-

ment from this obligation when they took their Sanads. This being the case, it

follows that in the Madras Presidency, where Government have retained the
obligation, they must meet it from their general revenues.

0. Butif it is determined to levy the tax on ryots, it must be levied op the
greatest sufferers at the time when they can least bear the pressure. ’

6. It is in the nature of a scarcity that it should impoverish the resources of

its victims, and oblige them to look for aid to others who have escaped the same

misfortune.

7." It would be a cruel law which would tax poor' districts where scarcitios

often oceur, such as Bellary and Ganjam, whilst it let rich districts, where famines
never occur, such as Tanjore, go scot free,

—————

2. The Commissioners appointed to inquire into the famine in Bengal and
! Orissa in 1866 argue that as society advances the dependence of the poorer classes

8. It seems to the Board to be a national duty for the whole Empire to aid -

any portion of it, which is crushed by calamities such as scarcity or war, and thoe

expenditure, being eminently re-productive, might well be met by loans.
9. - The extravagance which occurs in the administration of State money is

an undeniable evil, but the Board believe it to be less when grants-in-aid are given
in times of scarcity and famiue than it is when grauts are’ made for any other

purpose.

- No. 188 Orpez THEREON, 15th March 1871, No. 450.

Miscellaneous.

the papers will be forwarded o the
" Government of India with an expression of their concurrence,

Tur Government agree generally
in the views stated by the Board, and



” N e -

S .
L . A Lo . . s -~ e
NSNS e, ‘({"... .
B A aie < P S o B ’

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue D

epartment,
15th March 1871.

2. ;he Government desire to direct\the Board’s attention to the remdrks of
Mr. J. H! Master (paragraph 5) as to the fr
arrears of quit-

rent, on which subject they wi¥: to receive further information and
to learn wheth

er the same state of things exi¥s in other districts. Also to Mr.
Whiteside’s report (paragraphs 20 and 21) oX the dissatisfaction felt by the
Zemindars of North Arcot as to the modein whichthe lpistrict Road Cess is expended,
whereby their estates derive no benefit at all commensurate with the contribution
received from them. This state of things will, it is hoped, be remedied in great
measure by the amended Act; but the Government desire to know how far similar
grounds of complaint exist in other Zemindaries,

' 3. The Board’s attention is also called to Mr. Boswell’s remarks (paragraph
15 of his letter) as to the oppressive effect of the revised settlement of the revenue
demand on some parts of his district. In the G. Q. of 30th September 1864,
sanétioning its introduction, the Government anticipated that some further revision
might prove necessary, and the Board were authorized to confirm any reduction
which might be found necessary in cax:rying out the settlement. Tle recent and

continuing fall in prices will agsravate any over-valuation of the capabilities of
the land, and close attention should be given to the subject.

4. The remarks of the ?ellary Deputy-Collector at paragraph 25 of his
letter as to#the burdensome effect of the seigniorage levied on firewood call for

inquiry, and the Government desire that the attention of the Collector may be
directed to the subject.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenns.
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