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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9tk March 1871.

No. 135:  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 3rd
March 1871 :— -

Read letter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the Actiﬁg Secretary to fllc; Board

~_of Revenugs dated 16th Februayv 1871. N~ 7,

TrE question contained in Mr. Reade’s Official Momorandum of the 11th
February 1871, No. 90, was propor in itself and courtcously worded, and it was one
which his duty required him to ask. -

2. Mr. Lister’s reply is so extremely offensive and insubordinate, that the

Board have no alternative but to submit it to Government, and recommend that

severe notice be taken of its impropriety. _ .
No. 136. OrpER THEREON, 9th March 1871, No. 424.
' Miscell . ’ Tur Government concur in opinion
iscetansons. with the Board that Mr. Reade did no

: more than his duty in calling on Mr.
Lister for explanation in regard to his extra tentage bill, and that he did so ia no
uncourteous maaoner.

- 2 The Board will call on Mr. Lister to withdraw his very offensive and
insubordinata letter, and to mako Mr. Reade such an apology in writing as the Board
may deem proper, within a week, on pain of removal from office.

3. They will report the result for the information of Government.
4. Mr. Lister will be at once transferred to another district.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON, -
Secretary to Government.

_To the Board of Revenue,
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No. 951.
Procexpings or THE BoARD oF Revenve, dated 3rd March 1871.

Read the following letter from C. W, READE, Eéq., Collector of South Arcot, to the Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Killay, 16th February 1871, No. 47 :—
i | suhm’r to the Board the accompanying copies of two memorandums* passed between Mr.
o - Lister and myself. The subject is Mr. Lister’s tentage bill, for
® From Colloctor, dated 11th instant, 43\ yast month of January. As the Board are aware, these

No. 90. P .
From Head-Assistant Colleotor, 14th _bl[3 from all Officers of the Revenue Department, require my

instant, No. 28. Co. . .
Rrntunn e ot ¢\untersignaturo or audit, before they are paid at the Tréasury.

I am not in tho habit of examining kll.‘:m, but occasionally I do so; and the Deputy Collector
invariably accepts my audit, and thus there isa degree of responsibility involved in the passing

-of these bills, from which, I fancy, no Collector can altogether free himself,

2. On signing Mr. Lister’s bill voucher, I happened to observe Sarum, which I knew to be
only about four miles from Tindivanum, and having myself met Mr. Lister at the latter place in
the carly afternoon of oné of the days on which Sarum is entered, and having also accidentally
heard that Mr. Lister merely drove out and back in the early mornings, and there being no
mention in the bill of the distance of Sarum from his Ilead-quarters, I thought it my duty to

" call Mr. Lister’s attention to the difficulty I felt in countersigning his bill without some explana-

tion, and I can truly say I had no wish or thought to offend, much less to impugn his good faith

* - in the matter.

3. Mr. Lister, in reply, not only protests against my interference with his extra tentage

" bill, but he does so in a manner and tone that seems to me to necessitate my submitting the

matter to the Doard, apart from his own wish for the reference, because if, as the Auditor of such
bills, I am precluded from taking exception to charges, and am bound to accept and pass every bill
without demur, my countersignature becomes wholly unnecessary, and I might as well be relieved
from a duty which is liable, as in the present instance, to involve one in wnpléadantaess.

4. Mr. Lister has thought proper in his memorandum to throw out inuendocs against my

own practice in regard to the charge of extra tentage, but I can with truth state, that I am very
careful in making my own charge on tbis account; and, as to drawing the ellowance when
unaccompanied by tents, I am not conscious of any instance of the kind, except when I have visited
Pondicherry for the day, and also when I have gone long distances, and my tents have becn sent
on to my final destination, on which occasions, I have not certainly had them actually with me
while halting at intermediate places.

5. In paragraph 5, Mr. Lister refers, though not in so many words, to the circumstance that
in one year 1 did the Jummahbundy of Villupuram, at Punchamadavy, while residing at Punrooty.
It is quite true that in the year referred to, it being obligatory with me to make the gettlement
of Villupuram, I did bold it in the way deseribed, owing to circumstances which I need not
here detail, that is,I had my tents, office and private, at Punchamadavy, aud I usually drove and
rode over there from Punrooty in the early morning of one day, a distance of about eizht miles.
and remained there till late in the evening or about 7 o’clock of the following day, when'I
returned to Punrooty, and again the next morning I went back to Punchamadavy, returning in
like manner the same or following evening, thus spending alternate nights at Punrooty untik wy
work was over, and my records of the time will testify to the work I got through with during thoss
days, and I drew the extra tentage because I was strictly entitled to do so. As regards Pondi-
cherry, in reference to which Mr. Lister implies that I entered Cottacooppum in my extra tentage
bill, I nced only refer to past.vouchers, when it will be found that Pondicherry has invariably been
entered. Formerly this was not the practice, and Cottacooppum, an English village close to the
French frontier, wag the place entered in the Extra Tentage and Office Batta Dills, and on this
¢oming to my notice, shortly after my first arrival in the district, I directed the practice to be dis-.
continued, and Pondicherry fas ever since been always entered in tho bills when I have been there
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~ To the Secretary to Govcrhmcnt, Reveune Department,

_ No. 28,

.. ) . - \‘ ~
Eucnosm‘m No. 1.—Memorandum from the Collector of E‘;uth Arcot, dated 11th February

Excrosurg No, 2._—Memorandum from Head-

-

. L
Assistzfgt Collector, dated 14th February 1871,

TrE question contained in Mr. Reade’s Official Memora,
-¥as proper in itself and courteously worded, and it was o

2. Mr. Lister's reply is so ext
alternative but to submit it to Gov
impropriety.

ndum of the 11th February 1871, No. 90,
e which his duty required hjm to ask.

remely oftensive and insubordinate, that the Board have no“
ernment, and recommend that gever :

(A true Copy and Extract.) T ERER
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Acting Secretary,

. with two original enclosures.
Copy to the Collcctor of South Arcot.  © ™ -

" Exd. G. A. Turton,
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