Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
| ! 9th March 1871.

No. 130.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th
June 1870, No. 4,184 :—

Read the following letter from A. MACGREGOR, Esq., Collector of Malahar, &
the Acting Secretary to the Board of lievenue, dated s) ahcut Tth May
..-_1870 No. 160-a.

I mave the honour to solicit the instructions of the Board under the following
circumstances i—

2. With their Order of the 21st December 1860, No. 743, the Government
published a Notification, according to paragraph 8 of which all Pepper brought to
British Cochin, covered by Rawanas from Travancore, and shipped thence, was to
be exempt from Export-duty.

3. Messrs. Aspinwall & Co. have lately shipped such Pepper by céasting
steamer to Bombay, for transhipment thence for Europe, and the Bombay autho-
rities have levied Export-duty thereon. -

4. DMessrs. Aspinwall & Co. now ask for Certificates to enable them to obtain
a refund of the duty. .

5. It seems doubtful whether the exemption accorded by this Goverament
extends to Pepper shipped to foreign ports otherwise than direct froin Cochin,
Hitherto this course has been adopted; but now that steamers are plying from

Bombay through the Suez Canal, the export vii Bombay is likely to be preferred. .-

6. The mode of securing the revenue from fraud was sanctioned in Govern-
ment Order, dated 12th February 1861, No. 333, dlspOle" of Board’s Proceedings,
dated 4th February 1861, No. 609,

SuBMITTED for the orders of Government.

2. - The Board do not think that Messrs. Aspinwall’s claim to the benefit of
the Notification referred to by Mr. Macgregor should be allowed.

No. 131. OrpDER THEREON, 9th March 1871, No. 421.

THE Government observe that pay-
ment of the special Export-duty on
Customs. Pepper at British Cochin, under Act II1.
of 1861, although for the benefit of tho
Travancore and Cochin Sircars, is accepted by the law in satisfaction of all claims
to Export-duty on behalf of the British Government, and by a special arrangement
established for the convenience of the Sircar, certified payment of the special duty
in the Sircar territory, exempts Pepper covered by the Sircar Pass from any
further demand at British Cochin. If by any chance duty were again levied, it
would be refunded to the exporter by the Sircar to whom the collections at British
Cochin are made over.

2. Assuming then that Messrs. Aspinwall had paid the Snrcar dues in the
Bircar territory, they were entitled, under the system of covering Pass sanctioned

Separate Revenue, No. 5.
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Proceedmgé- .of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9th March 1871.

by this Government, to the same exemption from British Customs duty at Bombay

as if they had paid the special duty at Bnitish Cochin ; and although the letter .
of the law does not include the covering Pass, there can be no doubt that the {

S,

system 13 aCt A~bols s

a he Government, therefore, see no objection to
the grant to Messrs. Aspinwaliof such a CertificalCas niay-et able them to claim a

refund from the Bombay authorities, assuming that the identity of the goods 13—

established, and that the payment of the special duty in Travancore is proved.

3. The arrangement will be more simple than the alternative one of the
collected duty being made over by the Bombay Government to the Sircar, and
refunded by the latter to the exporters. '

4. As the Collector states that the Pepper export trade is likely to follow
largely the route vi4 Bombay and the Suez Canal, and as from the present case it
appears that the law in regard to it is not very clearly understood at Bombay, the
Government resolve to request the Bombay Government to issue orders that all
Pepper certified by the British Cochin Customs authorities to have paid all dues
under Act III. of 1861 and II. of 1868 (whether in the Sircar territory or at
the port itself) may be warehoused or transhipped at*Bombay, and passed out for
export to Europe or elsewhere free from all further claim for Export-duty; this
being, in fact, the understanding under which the Travancore Sircar, at the instance
of the British Government, abandoned their objectionable Pepper monopoly in 1860.

(Truc Estract.)

(Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Resident of Travancore and Cochbin.

e

“To

REVENUE DEPARTMENT,
Fort SainT GEORGE,
9tk March 1871,
No. 422.
No. 132.

Tne CHIEF SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or BOMBAY.

Siz,—You are aware that, by the -
Notification of the Government of India,
Customs. published at page 780 of the Gazette of
‘ India, dated 1st July 1865, trade from
Ports of tho Cochin and Travancore States was placed on the same footing as trade
from British Indian Ports.

2. But, by a previous and special arrangement, and in consideration of the
abolition of their Pepper monopoly by those States, at the instance of the British
Government, it was agreed that a special Export-duty should be levied at British
Cochiin on tiiis article of produce for the benefit of the Native Governments, and fn liew
of the established Sea Customs duty. ‘The necessary legal provision for this purpose
was made by Acts IIL of 1861 and IL. of 1868, and their continued operation is
specially saved by Section 3, Act XVIL of 1870, relating to Customs duties. The
rate of duty is now Rs. 5. per candy of 500 Ibs.

3. The effect of these several measures is to place Travancore or Cochin Pepper,
on which the Sircar duty of Rs. 5 per candy has been paid, in the same position as
exported goods which bhave paid Export-duty to the British Government; and in
order further to facilitate the working of the Convention, it was some years ago
settled that Pepper, covered by a Certificate of its having paid the Sircar duty of
Rs. 5 per candy in the Sircar territory, might be exported from British Cochin free
of duty, or that if duty was again levied there by any misapprehension, it should
be refunded to the payer by the Sircars to whom all the collections of this duty
are made over under the Act.

4. You will observe from the foregoing that the payment of the special duty
oﬂ exported Pepper at British Cochin for the ‘beneﬁt of the Sircars has the same
effect as payment of ordinary Export-duty at any other British Port, and that
certified payment of the special duty to the Sircars in their own territory clears
the Pepper on export from further demand on this account at British Cochin ; but
a case has recently been brought before this Government in which regular Export-
duty was again levied in Bombay on such Pepper, and as it is said to be likely
that a considerable quantity of Pepper may hereafter be exported to Europe, via
Bombay and the Suez Canal, I am directed to request that Iis Excellency the
Governor in Council will issue orders that all Pepper covered by a Certificate from
the Dritish Cochin Customs authoritics of payment Laving been made of all dues
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under Act II1. of 1861 and II, of 1868
itself) may be warehoused or tranship
Europe or elsewhere free from al] furth
been, in fact, already satisfied,

(whether 1n the Sirear territory or at the port
ped at Bombay, and passed out for export to
er claim for Export duty, the liability Laving

. I have the honour to be,
Sir,
/ Your most obedient servant,
N\ (Signed)  W. IIUDLESTOY,

Secretary to Government.
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