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Read the follo;iing papers :— \ )
No. 60, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated ‘ith Augast 1870,
No. 5,358. ' \ )

Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 30th June 1870, No. 4,575
Read also tho following papers :—
AN

Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 22nd Judhe 1870, No. 917, Revenue
. Department. * ™~ N

AnstrACT.—Forest Coniracts.—Replies of Collectors of Coibatore and South
Arcot to be submitted on the Acting Conservator’s letter on this

L]

. ic(""’

Letter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the Acting Secretary to the Board
of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 7th July 1870, No. 172.

Witn reference to the Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th instant, Miscellancous
No. 30, 1 have the honour to forward
+copy of the communication® from the .

* Dated 16th February 1870, No. 173.

Assistant Collector in charge of forests, alluded to in my letter to the Board, dated
22nd February last, No. 50,

——

Fxcrostre No. 1.

From II. T. KNOX, Esq., Assistant Collector in chargo of Salem and South Arcot Forests, to the
Collector of South Arcot, dated Salem, 16th February 1870, No. 173.

—re——— A

Ix reply to your letter, No. 113, dated 7th instant, I have the honour to iuform you that the

contracts for the supply of charcoal in the Trinomallay Taluq will expire on the 31st March 1670.

2. As great inconvenience has boen caused by these contracts in the Salem District as well

as in South Arcot, I have thought that it will be best to give up this practice and revert to the -

former method of the collection of the seigniorage.

3. Agthe contracts now stand I have no power to order free passes for charcoal for agri-
cultural purposes to be granted.

4. Asthe contracts have so little time torun I think that it would be useless to attempt to |

make any arrangement with the contractors who would be very unwilling to come to reasonable
terms ; besides, by the time an arrangement was made, its necessity would probably have ceased.
5. Ir December 1867 Captain Walker ordered that free passes should be granted but once

in the yea , unless in thoe case of such necessity as the destruction of a house by fire. I wasnot .

until pm¥ aware of this order which is quite opposed to the wishes of the Government in theso

"casdeters, and I have directed that it bo cancelled and free passes granted at any time.

}

U
y
'

\

" the Forest Departruent, I have no objections to offer to the system. I havo lately

From the Acting Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting Secrctary to the Board of -

Revenue, dated 12th July 1870, No. 167.

WITH reference to the Board’s Procecdmvs dated 4th ultimo, No. 3,805, on
the subject of forest contracts, I have the honour to state that if the contractors
can only be made to conform to the conditions imposed on them by tho oflicers of

been in peesonal communication with Major Deddome and Colonel Morgan
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M

ler mattef§ connected with the working of their department, -
sed to afford me every assistance in protecting the interests of
° ) > other hand, T will take care that the latter do not abuso the
privileges svhifh they enjoy to the detriment of public interests and forest revenuc:

ollectors of South Arcot and Coimbatore will 1:)6
%, with rgference to Government Order, 22nd June 1870,

ectors are of opinion thgt the contract system, adopted by th.e
went with regard to firewood, and charcoal, is not Objecmonable s

This adds very

Forest Depa®

lt'}:f] contract.urs can be forced to respect the ryots’ privileges.
ittle to the infurmation which was already before the Board.

- 3. 'It seems to the Board that the dangers of the contract system have theit
primary origin not in the greed of the contractors or the ignorance of the ryots,
but in the fecling of the officers of the Forest Departmentothat so long as thelf
department succeeds and keeps right ogyders on record an,y trouble which may
b(’:fall the people is of littlo account. Thus both Major’ Beddome and Licutenan®
Walker are convineed that the ryots of Trinomallay had no substantial crievanc®
thou(_;:h they admit that the contractors levied an illeal tax per plough ; and 1t
las since come out that the inconvenience caused by Dthe charcoal contract there
was 8o great as to prevent its being renewed when it ceased on the 31st March, at

that free passes were only granted once in the year, except for very excepuonal
" reasons, !

4. Iu his letter recorded with Government Order, 22nd June 1870, No- 97,

Major Beddome asserts that priy; . fore
. " prl\'llcn‘es h t:} . R . . ear be [s]
rail-roads. ges hitherto in existence must disapp

9. In a letter recorded in the same Proceedings, and the general tone of

~which is to be regretted, Lieutcnant Walker states that the Trinomallay contracto”

| was bound in no way to interfere with the rights of ryots and villagers to out
head-loads of firewood free and without

rewo0ts
agricultural implements,

ermics: _Joads of fi
permission, and bandy-loads d talug

ete., ete., on free passes issued by the division an

oflicers ; but 1 ; . - ) g
; but 1t appears from Mr, Knox’s letter that at this very time a order Wat
13

in force which was issued by Lieutenant Walker in 1867, and which re uired th

frce passes should be granted but once a year.

6. The Board hope that the discussion which has now taken place will bave
a go?d effect, and they will not object to the cautious use of the contract systems
1r..bemg, however, distinctly understood that the contractors are carcfully watched,
with the knowledge that abuses which have occurred before may occur again. The
Collector should draw the attention of his Tahsildars to the subject.

tlcd.

v . . . . . 3
7. There is a question raised in this correspondence which must be sct The
i

It is as to whether any ryots have a right to charcoal free of scigniorage. :
- . . R . vy lu

Board consider that where the privilege prevails, as it apparently docs

ey . .

I'rinomallay, it must be recognized, '

pRrs

e w——

" No. 61,

A\ g i e ey
S S

E A

\
§\

Proceedings of the Madras Government, l".Reveizu;_ Department, .

4th March 1871, | ; ~ O

> .

From Major R.II. BEDDOME, Conservator of FYrests, to' l%e}cting
Secrctary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Kaint Gecsge, dated
Ootacamund, 27th October 1870, No. 2,362. . Y

Witk reference to paragraph 5 of the Proceedings of the Boaro\df Revenue,
No. 5,358, of the 18th of August last, I
have the honour to forward the er closed*®
letter from Leutenant Walker, which he
. has req}lested d.s to lay before (*overn-
ment. It will be scen that he denies having ever issued such a2 order as has been
laid to his charge by Mr. Knox ; italso appears that at the time th» complain’s were
made by the ryots, the issue of free passes was entirely in the hanas of ¢ officers
of the Land Revenue Department.  ° '

* No. 207, dated 2nd September 1870, forward-
ing extract from District Gazette coptaining
Licutcnant Walker’s orders.

Excrosure No. 1.

From Captain C. WALKER, Deputy-Conservator of Forests, Madura and Tinnevelly, to the
Conscrvator of Forests, dated Parcacoolam, 2nd September 1870, No. 207a.

WitH reference to Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 5,358, dated 18th ultimo, I '
have the honour, in forwarding copies of the orders regarding free-felling which were in force when
I was in charge of South Arcot Forests, and which I have just received from the Assistant Conser-
vator now in charge, to request that Mr. Assistant Collector Knox may be called on to produce the
order which he refers to in his letter, No. 173, of the 16th February, to the address of the Collector
of South Arcot.

2, Iam convinced that no such order was ever issued, and you will please to observe and
bring to the notice of Government that it is quite opposed to the spirit of all my orders on the
subject now forwarded at my request by the Assistant Conservator, and that when the complaints
referred to were made we (¢.e., the Forest Department) had nothing whatever to do with the
issue of free passes which was entrusted enfirely to the officers of the Land Revenue Department.

3. I need only add for your information that I am not aware of the existence of any excep-
tional privilege with regard to charcoal in the Trinomallay Taluq as the Board scem to imagine ; I
never heard of it although I was for five years Forest Officer in the South Arcot District.

No. 62. Orper THEREON, 4th March 1871, No. 389. .

Tne Right Honourable the Gover-
nor in Council is satisfied of the inex-
pediency of giving the right of felling
firewood jungles to contractors. Not only does the system lcad to encroachment
upon the just rights of the people, but it must inevitably lead to the eventual
destruction of the jungles leased. Itis very unlikely that contractors can be so
controlled as to insure their working these jungles on a proper system, and the
ordinary license and voucher plan—the Forest Department marking the trees to be
reserved, or otherwise securing this object—appears to the Government to be far
preferable. _

9. The Conscrvator of Forests will report at once to what extent the system
of leasing jungles to contractors has been followed in each range, and what provi-
sions are made in the existing contracts for the purpose of protecting the customary
rights of the people, and to insure the jungles being felled on a proper and re-pro-
ductive system.,

Forests, No. 2.

-
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3. \Iajor Be)dome will also submit his views on tho subject of the ryots’
supply . ot harco]'a referred to in the closing paragraph of the Board’s ProceedmgS-

\ 2 ?/ (True Extract.)
| (Signed)  W. HUDLESTOX, :
. Secrelary to Goz'emmen_i.

To the Board of Revenue,
»» the Conservator of Forests.
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