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No. 58. Read the followm«a Proceedings of //1{(3 Board of Re\enue, dated 25th

Jo {uary 1871 Ko 1399 :— N

\

Read the following letter from the ’\Iafnsttate f Malabar, to *he Actl(zf') Jcr cary

to the Board of Revenue dated Calie t Q1st Decembex 1870,\No. 405

S
IN continuation of my letter of the 2nd | .C\st:mt No. 398, I have the honour

to enclose copy of a communication recéivdd from the Sub-Collector on the
subject of the prevalence of cholera ia his divisibn.

2. It will be observed thata sccond out.)ie.lk has occurrud;nore serious

than the first, but that it has been by cnergetic measures goivunder.

3. I have reccived reports of an outbreak in the vicinity of Chowghaut in
the south of the district, and have despatched my Dresser to co-operate with the
Dresser attachied to Ponany in affording the necessary medical aid and assistance
to the Deputy-Collector.

[
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Excrostre No. 1.

From W. LOGAN, Esq., Joint Magistrate, to the Mazistrate of Malabar, datcd Telhcherry, 15th
December 1870, No. 1,152.

I~ continuation of my lettcr No. 1,104, dated 28th ultimo, I have the honour to inform you
that Dr. MacAllum and Ipmd another visit last weck to the cholera infected localities in

Kurumbranad Talug.

2. Tho discase has takon firm hold of the portion of the Maniyur Awshom, lying immediately

opposite to Payolly bazaar on the north side of the Kota river. I enclose s List of the cases
classified according to houses, and will forward to you shortly a Nominal Roll with full particulars.

¢

3. We visited several of the houses whcre the diseasc had proved most fatal, and instituted A

‘inquiries as toAhe origin of it. The first person attacked was a Moplah woman, whose husband
. assured mo that she had not left the precincts of his house at all for many months previously to

the date she .was attacked ; no possible clue could be obtained as to the origin of the disease in her

case, until I asked the man what sho had been eating the night before sha was attacked, when he

r'*plxed that she had eaten freely of the Sardine fish (Mathi meen.) The next house attacked was
that belonging to people of the Tiyar caste ; it was3 said that one of them had gone to the Maplah's
house for betcl-nut and sceing the Moplah woman's dead body, had taken frizht and been attacked.
This stateraent, however, was not very clearly made out ; the family hal becn eating the Sardine
Aish too. Two days clapsed before the occurrence of the third case in the Louss of a Polayam out-
caste ; tho surviving head of the family could give no clear evplanation as to the orizin of the
disease ; they bad been living as usual and had been eating the Sardine fish too before the discaso
broke out, The first attacked in this house was a child of six years. Oa the following day, 1o
less than eight fresh cases occurred in these three houscs one more next day, and two more on the

third day. The three houses are all within half & mile of cach other, and are in secluded places, °

far from any roads or much frequented foot-paths. The occurrence of the discase in these threo

houses belonging to people of different castes'points, I think, to tho disease baving a common .
origin ; it is scarcely probable that a child of six years would be affected by fear; it could not ;

bave visited cither the Moplal’s or Tiyars' houses, and I am disposed to believe that the cating -

of the oily Sardine fish was provocative of the disease in the third house asin the first one. The

eating of this fish has been mentloncd as the cause of the discasc in m:my of the sporadic cases, |

Tle fish itself may not be pmsonous, but it i3 certain that its exceeding plentifulness in certain .

years makes it very cheap, and that in these years it contains a large amount of fatty matter,
l’oor people are, t' refore, enabled to buy it and to eat it frecly, and the result in very many cases |

N

\

is indigestion, iollowed by vomitting and purging. It is noteworthy, if true (as I have bccu\
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I’roceedings n_f U Madras Gove: men‘?, Revenue Department,
. -"ir(l March\1871.
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assured it is), that the last time this o .7 Sardine fish Wit common on the coast was in 1864-G3
and 18G3-66, wh.n upwards of 40,000 Naths fyom cholera v\ re reported in the district. ]
' Jn obliged tMeuspend the Adigari of Maniyur

isease had broken fout at all. The Dresser stationed at Payolly heard of
Meficcident, andon going over™Nic river discovered that eleven or twelve cases had
‘oceurred, and it was not till then that th digari reported the matter. The discase had taken
such firm hold of the pluce before it was repOxted that it has been difficult to get rid of it. I
regret also to inform you that, after the liscovery of the outbreak, the local officers failed to take
the requisite-shps-for putting the plag-/in a proper state of sanitation. I have been obligeq to
administer a severe rebuk™To™% Tabsildar who (though by my orders he visited the locality)
seemed to have done nothing towards'making the people carry out the instructions issued. .IIe
had to be ruiminded of his duty to visit infected houses and to seta gool example to the Adjg“rl.ei;

5. The Dresser at the spot, Ramaswami Naidu, is an Eastern Coast man, unacquainted Wit
the people of the district. The people don’t understand him, and he very foolishly, though Pefhap X
naturally enough, supposcs that every Moplah with a pisankatti in his waist would kill him if he
only had a c"ance.  Ile has not been so useful as your Dresser was at Quilandy.

6. The disease has nowhere else become local : sporadic cases have occurred in manyt
Amshoms. Tha three other Dressors afe stationed at present one at Mowrat Liidge on the €03S
read, examini g travellers and treating cases in that neighbourlicod ; one at Badagerra; and the |
third at Kiyur, near Payoilr, where the Cattle Fairis being held. In fact, they, as it were, form
a circle round Maniyur ready ¢0 2o to any place where the discase shows a_tendency to becom®.
local, I am thorougily persuaded the discase can be stamped out in a place in a short time by .
vigorous action on the part of the Sub-Magistrates and Adi
houses gives the people courage.

7. When at Payolly, Dr. MacAllur and myself visit
the gnidance of the Quilandy Sub-M :
Cattle Fair is over.

: . 3 ‘thd
zaries, the mere visiting of the infe .

ad Kiyur, and orew up certain rules for ‘
agistrate, whom I have ordered to remain at that place till the
Notices have been posted at all the bri dges and ferries in my division 20
other places, warning people who intend going to the Fair, that cholera prevails in the neighbour”
hood. ;

8. The disease has disappeared from Kollam where it first broke out, as reportcd in my last
letter, and this, I think, is in no small dezree due to tl.: sanitary measures taken.

[

SteMITTED for e informaticn of Government.

——————

No. 59. v O.RDE.R THEREON, 3rd Marel, 1871, No. 538,

' Tur Government highly approve

Mi. Logan’s judicious measures:

2. They votice with displeasure the apathy of the Kurumbranad Tahsiidar-
('I:rue Extract.)

( Signcd)

. Miscellancous.

W. TUDLESTON, -

: Sccrel‘arg/ {0 Gorernmente
To the Poard ¢f Revenue, :

',, the Inspector-General; Indian Medical Department.

E;d. F. R. Doutlemay, :

o Fortraliocees
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