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Read the foll6wing papers :—

" No. 34 From the Commissioner of the Neilgherries, to tfxé Secrctary to
Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund
27th July 1870, No. 34.

Wit reference to paragraph 2 of Government Order enclosed, I have the
bonour to inform you that the tract between Metapolliem and the foot of the hills
as transferred frot ““xe Forest Department to the Commissioner of the Neilgherries
on the 1st April 18C) under the Government Ord(.r, dated 11th March 1869,
No. 653.

2. The Neilgherry Range of the Forest Department, with its cstablishment
as it existed under Colonel Morgan, was transferred in its entirety, and included
the tract abovementioned.

- A Gumastahon 28 Rs., stationed at Metapolliem to look after the slopes of
the hills, which are roughly considered to  cxtend to the Bhowany, was handed
over with the rest of tho establishment. That Gumastah is still stationed at
Metapolliem under tho immediate orders of my Wellington Forest Overseer.

3. The greater part of the tract alluded to between Metapolliem and Kullar

18 puttah land planted with beetle, palm, cocoanut, jackfruit, a.ud such like, w 1th
small patches of sholah here and there,

i M s —— )
I\lo 35" Trom Mujor R. II. BEDDOME, Conservator of TIorests, to the
t -#= Secretary to Governme~* ,Revenue DLpartment dated Oota-
-11th November 1870, . .. ~,413 -
Witk reference to the Governinent Order, No. 1,097, of tle 16th of July last,
1 have the honour to forward Colonel Morgan’s report on the forests in the vicinity
of Metapolliem at the foot of the Neilgherries and Lis skctch map of the same.
2. By Colonel Morgan’s report it will be scen that 20 or 21 square- -miles of
_]unrrle arc available in the tracts marked A. C.D. and E. ; this is more than will be
. requncd for the Metapolliem extension, but as we can supply fuel also for the
lino between Erode and Palghat, I would suggest that Colonel Morgan should be
allowed to demarcate (with boundary stones) and reserve the whele of this tract,
and to fence-in all or any portions that may require it. The tract marked G. i3
too distant to be considered a fuel reserve, but as this tract contains valuable
building timber, it should also be dunarcatcd and resowed its extent is 10 square-
miles.
3. It will not be neccssary to take up any occupicd or open land for planting,
but the tracts which I now propose to reservo must be regularly kept up and
planted where necessary, with coppxco trees, such as Acacia amara, Inga dulcds,

s lga swican, Cassia _ﬂoru’,, cte. , .
4 Colonel Morgan proposeb the following establishment :—
L . RS - KRS,
e T o declass Overseer... . . 60 + 15
bn'”htq . Y
1 Guwmastah ... .. 20 + 15 Tlavdlmv
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142 per mensem.
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this should, I think, be sanction

tracts an 1tti
‘ d commence pitting and planting where it is required

. 5. Colonel Morgan’s ma
lithographed after he has q
forest to be reserved,

6. Al the forests all
present under the
seer at Coonoor can look after them
forests at the foot of the hills on t
worked from below,
upper portions of the

and Wellineton ini
o o s T€mainine under th e .
. e e Comm
7. An ex 1ss10ner.

between ChL

this is not required immediatel
completed and the demand on

uded to in this report, cxcept the block marked A., are

the forests more corrcctly ascertained.

8. A 1 o7 ' .
necessar :otcl:le line ls.not at ‘present to go beyond Metapolliem, it will not be
y earthe jungle along the proposed extension between Metapolliem

.

and Colar.

Excroscre No. 1.

From Lieatenant-Colone! I. R. MORGAN “enuty-Connofvator of Forests, to the Conservator
of Forests, dzted Octacamund, November 1870. .

I.\'.reply to your letter, No. 2,242, of 1st August 1870, I have the konour £o inform you that
I have inspected the Metapolliem jungles, and beg to forward my report with a sketch map.
2. Within two miles of Metapolliem, south of the river, there are two square-miles of small
Jungle (marked A. on the map), consisting of Acacia amara and other trecs useful for railway
fuel for burning lime and bricks. The whole of this jungle is Circar land. On the south bank
of the river up to Nerritory, the land has been taken up by ryots, with the exception of about 2
acres. (marked B.), which I have applied to the Collector for as a timber and fuel depot, the line
crossing the river at this spot if carried on to the hills. ’

3. Above Chengal on the north bank there is small jungle extending to Sundaputty near
Manaar, marked G.G. on the map, and 10 square- miles in extent, but distant from the railway
~ 10 to 20 miles. ¢
. 4. Onthenorth bank of the river, extending from the Metapolliem bridze to Kullar river
_.nearly the whole of the land is taken up by ryots ; between the Kullar river and the slopes of th;
hills there is a large tract of jungle extending from the Coonoor river on the east to beyond
Cliengzal on the west, marked C. With but 3 or 4 Irola clearings, 8 square-miles of jungle are avail-
tblo from 2 to 8 miles from the railway. To the west of the Coonvur and at the foo: of the hills
t:‘ume‘ 2,000 geres of fair land are available for planting (marked I,)/) at present, covered Yrith low
Jengle. ’

5. From Nerritory to Chengal (marked C.) there are a few clearings, but the greater part
t!ne Jjungle, amounting to some 10 square-miles, is Circar land. It produces Acha, Blac;-
Vengzay, Acacia speciosa, ete. g

G. To the - i i 1 :

- atout 8 milesﬂ{longl::ﬁll lolfrot:; 3(?32?‘531‘171;?1::3'& anld gh‘mt’ t}lere o2 St}.lp : S E')
, Jungle, and suitable for railway fucl to be rescrved.

7. Onthe whole there are at le
. ast 20 square-miles of jungle sui
people and railway, distant from 2 to 10 miles from the railv:ay slo uitable for the sopyly ol the

" npl) will be useful, and I request sanction for having i
arcated and mapped in accurately the portione of

Y os

;I would, therefor e, request that the whole of the
dould .he castern side, and as much of the slopes as are
: gain be handed over to the Forest Department ; the

810pes, or such tracts as can be worked for the use of Coonoor

CO 4 1881 v ey .
mmissioner of the Neilgherries, Itis impufible that the Over-

ed at once, so that we may be able to dem;ucate the

-~
t

[

o f;nflfiurf of about 4,000 Rs. on blasting in the bed of the Bhowany,
gal an Ietapolhem, will enable us to raft down timber and fuel ;
¥, and should be considered when the railway is

I
e

- of 500 acres. In G. 0., No. 1,685,

\ i .
o ’ \,\tt 2 N
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8. Plantations on open land will not be necessary, but we should have to plant as we fell

out. i
9. As the railway is at present not to go beyond the river, no jungle need be cleared away

as a sanitary measure, there being no forest south of the river.
10. To reserve the 20 square-miles of jungle, demarcate it, and re-plant it as required, it will

uld have.under my orders, as soon as possible, a 3rd-class Overscer on
Rs. 20, with t;a.velling allowance of Rs.15

tablishment. When the demand for timber

bo necessary that Isho :
Rs. 60 and 4 Peons on 8 Rs. each with a Gumastah on
to Oversecer and 8 Rs. "to Gumastah as a tentative es

increases a further establishment will be necessary.
11. 1examined the Bhowany river from near Chengal to the bridge by boat. Near Chengal

there are two very dangerous falls, over which no boat could live ; 2 miles below Chengal we got .
into the boat, and soon passed a very dangerous fall. There were four more falls to Nerritory.
Below this place there is a very dangerous fall of some four feet which will require much blastipg ;
we had to leave the boat and walk round. Below this fall there is rough water in one or two places,
but nothing of any importance. Indced, we passed natives rz}fting , sr-na.ll pief:es of timber
to Metapolliem. Inall there are eight reefs or rocky barriers which require blasting. In many
reaches of the river the water was almost still, but in descending the falls, we shot along ata
rate of gix miles an hour ; when once these batriers are removed, the bed of the stream being more
uniform, rafting will not be difficult. The cost may be estimated at 4,000 Rs. To make a good
cart-road of ten miles in length would cost much more, and the carriage per ton would not be
under Rs. 2-8-0; whereas by rafting the cost cannotexceed 8 Annas a ton. The rafts will be
ema Yer than tho e used on the Cauvery, as the river is very narrow though deep. At present it
will ;133 be 2a.7%able to commence floating antil the demand by the people and railway for wood is

ascertained.

12. There would be no difficulty in ra
Erode if the Calingaroyan channel is widene
"gilted up for rafting, and to unload the raft at

and re-make the raft, would be far too expensive.
13. In conclusion, I have to remark that these jungles have hitherto been under Overseer

Newman ; as it was not considered advisable to take them over, no work of importance being
carried on. Under the present orders of Government it will be impossible for this Overseer to
look after these jungles. The Forest Department should now re-assume charge of the forests to

bout one mile up the slopes; and if the railway is ever carried up

the foot of the hills and for a
the Coonoor Ghaut, it will be absolutely necessary that Overseer Newman should be prepared to

supply at least ten miles with fuel which will represent a plantation of 500 acres. It would be
. advisable at once to secure all ground near the present yoad at the top of the ghaut to the extent
of 1st of November 1870, the Keelkondah tract marked F. has
lantation at this point would only be suitable for the low country.
purposes on that face of the hills, 2,000 acres

fting firewood from the river at Metapolliera bridge to
d and decvened. At present the chanuc. is too much
wne anicut, carry the wood across to the Cauvery,

been ordered to be reserved. Ap '
At this spot the only one suitable for planting

could be obtained.
14. Ifthe accompanying map is lithographed, it will be of great service to the Forest

Department, the Collector of Coimbatore, the Commissioner of Neilgherries, and the Survey

Department.

Ozper ToEREON, 2nd March 1871, No. 378. ,

It does not appear from Major
Beddome’s or Colonel Morgan’s report
that the Collector of Coimbatore has
eir proposals, and from the map it would seem that they desire
ly the whole of the unoccupied land in the tract of

No. 3

torests, No. 1.

" peen consulted on th
to appropriate as reserves near
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