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T Proceedz'ngs of the Madras Goverﬁmé;zt, R-eve‘}zz;a'. be artment,
” 2nd March 1871. \

No. 30. Read the following endorsement of the.,Secretary to Govefnrﬁent,
Public Works Department, dated Fort Saint George, 10th February 1871 :—

Read the following Memorandum from the Chief Engincer for Irrigation, to the
-~ Secretar«ta Govergment. P-blia Worke Repartmen, dr' -4 &k v 0o

v

I the papers printed in ..o lyr?)‘cz(;cﬁngs of Government, Revenu)o Depart-
ment, of the 27th ultimo, No. 185 (G. 0., Public Works Department, No, 14,
4th instant), reference is made by the Board of Revenue to the river-lunkahs formed °
by deposits, and it is mentioned that formerly all such formations were taken
possession of by, and sold under the orders of, Government. The legality of this
practice appears to have been questioned, and it was laid down that all such acere-
tions were to be considered Zong Jide the property of the owner of the adjacent

land,

2 The question appears to me to be of considerable importance. Tlhe soil
~of these river-deposits is often very rich, and there is a very strong temptation to
<« plant for the purpose of extending the arca of the lunkabs. Very frequently such
‘extensions are highly injurious from the diversions of current which they occasion,
and even natural deposits need removal sometimes to prevent erosion elsewhere.!
If the law be as indicated by the Board, the proper course would be, I think, to-
2eanire a narrow marair all along such river-lunkahs, and then the Government

TTould alwaysve ™ tite ownes of the "adjacent land,” ‘and all accretions would "
become the property of the State, and would be dealt with as might be expedient.,
Lvery deltaic river Las a certain alignment on eitlier side to which it should be"
Lkept ; in some cascs this alignment has been xiridc]ydeparted from, and atintervals
2fforts have been made to resist encroachments; but in too many cases these
attempts have not been systematically arranged, and consequently the money spent.
1as not been as beneficial as it might have been. Considerable outlay will be }
‘ aecessary in the future, and it is desirable that the Governnent should have the |
sontrol over land which may be formed at the cost of the State, I propose that a
nargin shall always be in charge of the Public Works Officers, but that the linog’
lenoting the landward boundary shall be moved from time to time outwards, and
he land thus given up should be handed over to the Revenue-officers for disposal,
Ultimatcly, whén the regimé of any particular river has heen established, all th:;*{ \
annkahs, with the exception of the margin necessary for their preservation up to .
:he's permanent line, will be available for cultivation, o o
- 3. The decision of Government that tank-beds shall not be cultiT'ated, unless
shey and the lands under the tanks have been permanently brought under the -
command of a channcl is one which will, I trust, always be enforced, Lvery °
endeavour should be made to supersedé shallow tanks by.river-channels when tho
supply carricd by the latter is sufficiently constant; but the interests of owners of ¢ °
land under tanks, which are still required for Irrigation, must almost always suffer N
scriously when the beds arg allowed to e cultivated, ' : 9

(Signed)  J. MULLINS, Major, ILE,, ‘
' Chicf Engincer Jor Irrigation, 1}'1
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~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, |
o2nd March 1871, -
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TrassrERRED to the Revenue Department, with reference to the orders in that
department, dated 27th January 1871, No. 185.

Forr Satst Grorge,  (Signed) - CIIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R.E,
6th February 1871 - Secretary te Governrent, PVDe -
o Jp— : C L e
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. Tnelaw relating to river formations
has been repeatedly laid down by the

Judicial Committee of the Privy Council,
ol. XIL, Part I,

Irrigation, No. 1.

and one of the most recent judgments is printed at page 136 of V
of Moore’s Indian Appeals.

9. The Government understand tho law to bo that an aceretion to the b

is the property of the owner of the land to which it adheres, and that new insu-
lated formations in mid-stream are in non-navigable rivers the property of the
owner of the ncarest bank of the stream, and in navigable rivers are the property
of the Crown to which in such cases the bed of the stream is assumed to belongs
" Accretion toold island formations, of course, follow the rule as to accretions to the

lriver-bank. .

3 3. The Government have no intention of relaxing. the prohibiti

$the enltivation of the. beds of tanks, except in cascs when the tank 13 0N longer

ank

on against

‘r; ’ . e L - - - R X w—
required as a YeSCrvoLr, by reason of 1ts being sdpersduca vy T pUTImanen’ suppey
1 . ~ ) :
' i from ariver-channel.
| (True Extract.)
(Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Gorernments
{
R - -
7 ' To the Public Works Department.
,, the Board of Nevenue. . | o,
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