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Proceedmgs of the rl[adras Govemment R venue Department
LIS 24tk Februar_/ 187 . .

Read anram Proccedmcrs of Government iunder date 13th June 187’0 N . 869
Read also Proceedmvs of Government under dato llth October 187 O No. 1 539.
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WITH the ﬁrst Proceedmrrs above
’noted the final report of Mr. W. T.
- S L s, : Blair upon the operatrons of the late{
Inam Comrmsslon is recorded. - The Gowernment deferred passing. it in review
until they were putin possessron of statements bun"m" tho drsposal of Inam cases }
up ‘to the present dfrte. e T R T '
2. The requrred mformatlon ‘has now been partmlly submrtted in Mr. Robmson ]
Ietter _under date 1st. July - 187 0, prmtcd with tho second Proceedings -above
recorded whence it appears . that more thin ninc-tenths" of the Inam cases were: .
dISposed of before 1866 and that to give the full details entered intoi in the elaborato ! l
- rstatements. appended to Mr. Blair’s report for the comparatlvely few cases drsposed
f of aftdr that date would involve consrderable cost and labour. . It seems that these |
) latter amount to only.29,388 out of a gra d total of 396,815 Inam cases disposed { -
of by the Commlssron, and that the Inam ~concerned occupy an area of 115,483 l
 acres out of a total area of 6,092,788 acre . Supposrnﬂ then that the propottion |
of the various classos of Inams has remar}led the'same since 1866, it would only:
" be: necessary. to increase “the total number of cases referred to by Mr. Blair as being
; compnsed under each class by abdut seven. per -cent., and to increasc the area by |
~about two per cent. to make his statements approximately represont the whole |
operatlons of the Comrmssron. O [ ST R
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8. It appears then, that for all practlcal purposes Mr. Blarr s statements aro £
suﬂicrcntly accurate, and there is, therefore, no reason for any further delay in the |
. Toview by Government of his valuable and highly interesting report. . {
L
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4;" Mr. Blair commences’ by skctchm" the’ oﬂrrrn of Inam tenure in this
Presrdency He alludes to the religious ment attached among Hindus to the grant
of land to the sacerdotal class ; to the facrlrty afforded by the period of anarchy |
_which followed the overthrow of the native dynasties for irregular alienations by |
- inferior authorities ; to the: acceptance, bytthe Mahomedan rulers, of the existing
| state of things; to the further opportumty for irregular grants: which was given,
* owing to the pohtrcal confusron occasioned by the struggle between the English

? and French for Indian supremacy during the latter half of the last century; and to

% the system of rewardmg meritorious service by a ahenatrons of Government revenaue, !
either. in perpetmty or for a stated number .of hvos, which was in force durmrrl
the earlier years of Brrtrsh rule in {his Presrdency. N

-5. ~ He then’ e*cplarns that the- enormous sacrrﬁco of State-revenue mvolved
attracted the attention of the admrnrstratron at a very early period, and caused &

} recognition of tlie” importance of a gcncnl inquiry into titles to rent-free lands,

-} causing the enactment of certain laws, and the issue of several orders on the subject,
Wluch however, led to no practical results. Steps were, however, taken to prevent
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I’roceedmas of the Madras Government, Revonue Department, ;
24th Februar/ 1871,

‘ Read again Procccdm"s of Government, under date 13th June 1870, No. 869 :—

Read also Proceedmvs of Gov ernment under date 11th October 1870, No. 1, 5oO

Lad

No. 268. Orper THEREON, 24th February 1871, No. 337.

. ‘ Witn the first Proceedmrrs above i
Miscellaneous. 'noted the final report of Mr W. T.:
. 'Blair upon the operations of the lato.

Inam Commission is recorded. The Government deferred passing it in rewew
until they were putin possession of statements bringing the disposal of Inam cases’

l

up to the present date. o ] N ;
2. The required information has now buen partlally submltted in Mr. Robinson’s ’
letter, under date 1st July 1870, printed with the sccond Proceedings above
recorded, whence it appears that more than nine-tenths of the Inam cascs Were
disposed of before 1866, and that to (rn e the full details entered into in the elaborate -

- statements appended to Mr. Blair’s report for the comparatively few cases disposed
" of aftér that date would involve consideratle cost and labour. . It seems that these
. latter amount to only 29,388 out of a rrrand total of 396,815 Inam cases disposed

of by the Commission, and that the Inami concerned occupy an area of 115 ,483 .

acres out of a total area of 6,092,788 acres. Supposing then that the propoftion ;_

. of the various classes of Inams has rematned the same since 1866, it would only

be necessary to increase the total number of cases referred to by \Ir Blair as bemg

- comprised under each class by abdut seven per cent., and to increase the area by .

about two per cent. to make his statements apprommate]y represcnt the whole .

operations of the Commission. | i

3. It appears then, that for all pmctzcal purposes Mr, Blair’s statements are

: sufﬁcmntly accurate, and there is, therefore, no reason for any further delay i in the ;
- review by Government of his valuable and highly interesting report. ' ’

4. Mr. Blair commences by sketching the oﬂgm of Inam tenure in this’
Presidency. 1Ile alludes to the religious merit attached among Hindus to the grant
of land to the sacerdotal class ; to the facility afforded by the period of anarchy
which followed the overthrow of the native dynasties for irregular alienations by
inferior authorities ; to the acceptance, by the Mahomedan rulers, of the ematmrr
state of things; to the further opportunity for irregular grants Whlch was given, ,
owing to the pohtlcal confusion occasioned by the struggle between the English |

- and French for Indian supremacy during the latter half of the last century; and to
- the systcm of rewardm" meritorious servics by alienations of Government revenue,
~either in perpetuity or for a stated number of lives, which was in force durmrr

. the earlier years of British rule in this Pre. idency.

t
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5. - He then explains that the enormous sacrifice of State-revenue 1nvolved

- attracted the attention of the administration at a very early period, and caused a |

recognition of tlie importance of a gencral inquiry into titles to rent-free lands, .‘»
causing the enactment of certain laws, and the issue of several orders on the subject, -

“ whlch ho“ ever, led to no practlcal resulta teps were, howc\ ver, taken to prevent




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
24th February 1871,

the diversion of Inams from the purposcs for which they were granted in 1831, but
it was not until 1845 that active measures were adopted to assert the reversionary
richts of Government in property of this description. The devolution of Inam
property by adoption, unless due notice to Government had been given, was then
prolibited, and it was proposed to limit the continuance of charitable grants to the
lives of the then holders, asit was COIlaldC!‘ed objectionable, in principle, that a
portion of the land-revenue should be set apart for the maintenance of a class of
persons who had no legitimate claim on the State.

. Mr. Dlair ascribes the more likeral policy, which was afterwards adopted
in dealing with these tenures, to the dhCllelOD regarding the impolicy of disturb-
ing long existing rights in landed property, which arose out of the insurrection of
Nursimha Reddi in the Cuddapah District. e explains that the rules at first laid
down for dealing with claims to succeed to Inam lands resulted in overwhelming
the district officers with innumerable investigations of a complex and difficult
character, which they found italmost impossible to deal with concurrently with their
regular duties;that the state of uncertainty in which this description of property was
placed gaverise toa feeling of irritation and 1nsecunty on the part of the holders;
and that the initiation of the general survey and revision of the assessment even-
tuaily led to definite proposals being made to the Hlome Government for the appoint-
ment of a special Commission to deal with all tenures of this description.

7. The principles on which the Government proposed to deal with these
tenures were somewhat less favourable than those finally adopted by the Home
Government, which were formed into a definite scheme by Sir Charles Trevelyan
on his assuming the Government of Madras. The basis of this scheme was that
po:sesqmn for fifty years was to give a good title, no matter what its origin of the
possession might have been. This beinz established Religious Service Inams were
all to be confirmed on existing tenures snd to be resumed only when the object for
which they were held had ceased to exist; other Service Inams were to be continued
on the same terms when such services wcre still required ; but when they could not
be made available for any us®ful pubhc‘ urpose, the value of the public claim upon
the land was to be added toany existing quit-rent payable thereon, the owner being
thus enfranchised from service, and all other Inams, held for personal berefit,
were either to be retained on existing tenure, subject to liability to lapse and
without power of alienation, or, at the option of the holder, to be converted into
an absolute property by the imposition of a quit-rent representing the annual value
of the reversionary right of Government in the property. - This reversionary
right was estimated in terms most favcurable to the Inamdars in order to induce
them to take advantage of the privilege offered. :

8. The operations of the late Iram Commission were conducted strictly
on these principles. Full information was prepared rerrardmrr the Inams of each
village by the taluq and village officers, and the Deputy-Collectors of the Commis-
sion inspected documents and took such further evidence as seemed proper, record-
ing full details in an English Register in which the rate for enfranchisement
was calculated and the acceptance or refusal of the Inamdar recorded. . These

"registers were then forwarded to the Commlssmner for review, confirmation, and

the issue of a Title-decd.
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‘Proccedings of the Madras Government,Revenue Department,
' 24th February 1871,

9. The progress of the work was at first somewhat impeded by the ignor-

- ance and mistrust of the people, as the imposition of the additicnal quit-rent was

vicwed as merely a step in the direction of tho full assessment of all Inam propérty ;
but when the really liberal character of the settlement became generally known, all
opposition ceased, and the operation of the Commission proceeded with a rapidity
hitherto altogether unknown in the investigation of Inam titles.
10. Mr. Blair divides the Inam tenures into nine general classes; but he
" attaches to his report a very useful glossary containing the name and description of
every kind of Inam holding in the Presidency.
11. The first three classes are Inams for religious and public service or
convenience. These Inams consisted of grants for the support of Pagodas, Muttums,
Village Ileadmen, Mosques and Durgas, Kazis, Christian Churches, Chuttrums,

. Water Pandals, Topes, Tanks, Wells, Anicuts, Schools, and miscellancous works of
', utility. Up to 1866 the Commlsalon had recorded 91,734 cases of this descrlptlon

~ with an area of 1,639,834 acres, asscssed at Rs. 28 71 094, but taxed with a Jodi of
~only Rs. 1,58, 404 ThlS Jodi was raiscd to a quit-rent of Rs. 1 8-1 423 when the

. titles were conﬁrmed

12. The 4th, 5th, and 6th classes are Inams for the personal benefit of the

“holders, and consisted chicfly of grants to the religious classes, to the families of

chieftains, and to their dependants and followers. Up to 1866 there were settled
of these classes no less than 254,473. These Inams included an area of 8,694,394
acres, assessed at Rs. 54,89,928, but only charged with a Jodi payable to Govern-
ment of . Rs. 6,06,844, which, on confirmation of title, was raised to Rs, 12,97,197.
For Police service discontinucd there were in the Northern aad Central Districts

14,860 Inams, forming Class VII. with an arca of 304,931 acres, assessed at

Rs. 3,44,101, but charged with.a Jodi to Government of Rs. 40,780, which it is
proposed to raise on enfranchisement to Rs. 1,75,324. In Class VIII. Mr. Blair
places the Village Revenue and Police Service Inams, and in Class IX. the Inams of
the Village Artizans. No particulars of the extent and assessment of the Inams of
these two latter classes are given by Mr. Blair, though it appears that the grants were
duly recorded by the Commission. In the Kurnool District, however, the Revenus
and Police Service Inams have been enfranchised from service and confirmed to their
holders as absolute property, the proceeds of enfranchisement being credited to the
local Village Service Fund, whence the village servants are now paid. The same
course is, under recent orders, now being carried out in the Trichinopoly and
Godavery Districts, and the enfranchlsement of the Village Scrvice Inams of Bollary
and Cuddapah only await the submission of schemes for the revision of the Village

. Estabhshments in' those districts. The enfranchisement of the Kattubadi Inams

of Class VIL is also deferred, pending the re-organization of the Village Police.
| 13. It thus appears that, excluding the Police and the Village Service Inams
cof the Presidency, there were 346,207 cascs settled by the Inam Commission up

‘to 1866, and, including thove settled since that date, the total number is raised to-

1375, 50a Thcse Indms comprise an area of 5,419,731 acres, with a nominal assess-
~ment of Rs. 86,23,088, but were only charn-ed with a Government quit-rent of
\Rs.7 ,82,203, wluch, hcwever, under the operations of the Commission hias been raised
(to Rs. 15,37,309, Tne COIDIIHSblOD. has alao fully assessed a further extent of 112 820
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmcnt,
; 24th February 1871.

¢ inally Inam land with a recorded assessment of Rs. 1,41,220 ; but asa
acres o noI‘ltl_1 ¢ ‘o)f this quantity is land which has become uscless and unprofitable
larg‘e.Propogl‘.l;)iliit from the over-growth of jungle, and from the over-flow of tanksg
il:(;nrlil‘lvzi(s:f}zlcamf;’t be Leld to represent a gain to the revenue of this amount,

14. In addition to dealing with Inams proper, th(:\ Cou‘mlission Las investi-
gated and diéposcd of a large number oi: anomalies whxc.h disfigured the revex3u,a
system of the Presidency, as detailed in paragr_aphs' oT to 64 of Mr..B.Iaur 8
report. " Thesc measures have greatly tended. to simplify the 1:0.\'enue administra-
tion of the several districts, and the discussmrn an-d final decision of many Iong
disputed rights between the Government a}ld Lemlr\ldars, betw'e-cn Zemindars and
Inamdars, and between Inawdars and their tenants, bas facilitated the revenue
procedure . of district officers in no small degree. o

15. The general success which las attended the procecdings (.)f the Commis-
sion can best be judged by the very large proportion of those 11.1terc§ted who
accepted the terms proferred by Goverament. It appears that only in 6,588 cases
were these terms deelined, .and that these rejections qulved the temporary
annual loss to Government of only Rs. 385,333, being the quit-rent fixed for enfran-
chisement, which represents a little less than 3% per cent. on' the whole amount of
additional quit-rent imposed for this purpose.

16. 'The provisions in the rules authorizing the conversion of the absolute
tenure on enfranchisement into a freehold by the redemption of quit-rent at
fwenty years’ purchase was taken advantage of to a most trifling extent, only’
Rs. 666 of quit-rent having been so redecemed. No other r.esult was to be ex}pected as
twelve per cent. may be viewed as the ordinary rate of 11.1terest procurable among
natives of the country for money lent on undoubted sccurity. The.y would hardly,
therefore, be likely to invest largely in i‘edemption of quit-rent which would return
but five per cent. on the capital sunk.’ , ‘ .

17, Mr. Blair observes in paragraph 73 of his report tbat.“ a long pending
‘¢ question, which was a source of perplexity to every successive Govemmen't, a
“ cause of much irritation among a very influcntial section of the community,
“and an ever increasing burden on the energies of the local oﬂicers,.has: been nox;
“ set at rest. The just claims of Government have been peacefully vmdmalted,bann
“ the prescriptive right of the people in a vast mass .of \;aluable pfoperg has mebe1 ?
‘“scrupulously respected and confirmed in perpetuity. 'The R}ght onou e
the Governor in Council has much pleasure in endorsing this succm.ct sta’cemeg :n
the settlement made by the Inam Commission .Wlllich ma()ir ni)w be hsa;)d ti) hl;avseec ;and
brought to a close, though a few cases have still'to be dealt with by

Member of the Board of Revenue. ‘ N .
18. His Excellency in Council believes that, though of late years, owm(gi; o
a varicty of causes, the work of the Commission has been somewhat retarded, i

ir Assistants at head-quarters and their
d they have been ably seconded by their Assistan ad-q ’
;)neputxy?()ollectors in the districts, As observed by Mr. Blair, his predecessor was

;

J

b

. ]
has, on the whole, been executed with as much celerity as was practlcable;r 0011;151§E 7:
ent{y with due efficiency. Mr. G. N. Taylor and his successor, Mr. W.' . an;, !
have presided over the operations of the Commission with tact and judgment,

-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
24tk February 1871,

singularly fortunate in the selection of those officers ; and it is a satisfaction to the
Government to be aware that one* of
them now holds a distinguished official
position under the Mysore Government,

$ M. Sadasivam Pillay. while a secondt is employed as Special
§ A. Seshaya Shastri, ' " Assistant in the Inam Settlement Depart
Head Sheristadar, Board of Revenue, *© ’ part-

T. Muthusawmi Iyer, _ ment under the same Government ;
G Muthufﬁfxi'lri? lg};zégtxts;fate, Madras, that a t'hirdi‘ is 1st Judge of the High
Principal Sadr Amin, Madura, Court in the Travancore State, and

and eight others as Deputy-Collectors and Magig- - t ot re stil 1 : .
trates in the Madras Presidency. that others§ are sill serving: this Gov

® C. Rungacharloo. \
1 B. Gopalaya. -

o emolument, ‘
19. The total cost of the Commissipn since its formation will not exceed
thirteen lacs of Rs.—a sum the reverse . - excessive when the highly satisfactory

ernment in offices of high trust and .

results attained are considered. Landc ~roperty in which certainly not less than

7 875,000 cases probably at least 500,000 shar.
with families, 24 millions. ! e . .
millions of acres in area, which was

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  W. HUDLESTON )

Secretary to Government,

To the Inam Commissioner.
To W. T. Blair, Esq.,
» the Board of Revenue,

E1d. P, R, Bantlemag,

24 million persons{[ are, in yome measure,
. ] interested, extending  tor . pearly 5}
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