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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd February 1871,

No. 262. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 31st
S January 1871, No. 475:— '
Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of North Arcot, to the Acting

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Chittoor, 9th December 1870,
_ No. 592. - ' - '

. Tre Government have, in their Proceedings, dated 18th September 1867,
No. 2,892, sanctioned the excavation of a new river-channel to Sivaram and
Sirunavalpat in Arcot Taluq. But the original plan and estimate provide for
the cutting of this channel only as far as Sivaram, and the avork was accordingly
undertaken and executed. '

9. Subsequently, on complaints made by the villagers of Sirunavalpat regard-
' ing the extension of this channel to

Letter to Superintending Engi dated 29th” . = . ~
etter to Superinterding Sngineer, G their village, the correspondence mar-

April 1870, No. 74.

Do. from do. of 14th July 1870,
No. 1,631. .
Do. from Executive Engineer, Vellore Range,

to the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division,

ginally noted took place between my
predecessor and the Superintending
Engineer, copies whereof are herewith

A

( b \ 5
dated 29th June 1870, No. 1:?8. submitted.

3. As suggested by the Superintending Engineer and the Range Officer, I
thought it advisable not to extend the channel in question to Sirunavalpat, and
accordingly issued final orders for the removal of the small tank at Sivaram, thus

s, 1.2 . %

proposed to !)e derived by carrying this channel to both the villages might, but
with more ease, be derived from the village of Sivaram alone. ' ‘

4. I therefore have "the honour to ‘request that the Board will te pleased to

submit this for the approval of Government,

){ : ExcrosteEe No. 1,
From the Col{l.c@ﬁor of North Arcot, to the Acting Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, dated

P Palmanair,- 29th April 1870, No. 74.

Taxe corespondence noted in the margin relates to the project of excavating a river-channel
from the Palar to Sivaram and Sirunavalpat‘
villages which was eventually sanctioned for
execution by Government in their Order of the

To Vellore Yange Officer, dated 10ch December 1866,
No. 617, fopy sent to Superintending Engineer.)
From Supezbtenling Fngineer, 4th Division, dated 24th
Janmyisﬁi', No. 4,182, )
do. - do.

:TO 30th No. 72- % \ ! 4
From i do. - 10th April 1867, . 160. 18th September 1867, No. 2,892. The esti-
. 33 ;t;ttl;%lsl); woon 32;- mate and plan, however, provided for excavat-
. d 7 2% * .
do. - 2nd Ang, 2,193, ing the channel as far as Sivara ¥/
do. 13th ”5 :: ::’49()- 8 y f 5 o Onl!/’ :

shortcoming on the original project which sowe-

" how or other did not attract attention till the work had been carried out. As the work progressed

it was found that4he provision made in the estimate would not suffice for its completion, and
it having become mnecessary to provide employment for the labouring masses in that as in other
parts of the district, at the time a sum of Rupees 2,000 was allotted from Relief Funds for the
prosecution of the work. ‘ -

2 The villagers of Sirunavalpat subsequently submitted a petition praying that the channel
might, as originally proposed, be extended to their village, but I declined to take any action in

“ the matter until it could be ascertained whether the quantity of water conveyed by the channel

W‘cgld be sufficient to irrizate the lands of their village as well, and what the actual return for
the @ipe_gditure already incurred on the project would be. :

*ade In g had wndar anltivad’ -~,’ ‘vy‘ﬁaro]\_v_f":‘ Imeama nr;g{nﬂny,,
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revcnue Department,

23rd February 1871.

3. The Acting Sub-Collector, who has since inspected the channel, recommends its extension
to Sirunavalpat, and says this-can be done at a very tritling outlay. : ‘

4. I have the honour, therefore, to request that you will cull on the Range Officer for hig
professional opinion as to whether, Jjudging trom the quantity of water which comes down the
channel, it is capalle of irrigating besides the land in Sivaram onl
in the Sirunavalpat village not already under cultivation from the ¢

ing to it, and what the probable cost of the extension would be. , ‘

5. The chunnel in question having been excavated as far as Sivaram, at a very large outlay,
it remains to Le ascertained, before moving further in the matter, whether besides the land it wag
intended originally to brine under cultivation, it is capable of irrigating the Jand usually culti-
vated under the Sivaram tank, as well as the land in the bed of the tank itself ; for, if this be tho
case, the tank would be quite superfluous and might be advant
the land in its bed given up for cultivation. On these points
- Range Ofticer for his opinion,

ank and Ilissa channel belong-

i
e ot e e

also I‘ request you will call on the

6. Ibeg to ask your attention to paragraphs 7 and 6 of the accompanying letters from .tb.e

. . Actine Sub-Collect ] r .
From Acting Sub-Collector, 11th October 1389, No. 417. e v Hector, and the f:lhsﬂd::zr of

2 Tabsildar to Acting Bab.Collector, 8uth June 1869, ATCOt; Whicb'would indicate th

at very grav
No. 176, (to ke revurned ). J grave

blunders invalving a waste of Inuch public money

- . have been committed by the Department Officorg

entrusted with the work. It seems, therefore, desirable that some explanation should be called for

from the Range Otficer, and recorded in case it may hereafter be called for by Government,

N 7. Tke sketch of the new channel showing the deviation so much complained of ig herewith
lfurwarded, to be returned when no langer required. '

|

{ ¥

l Excrosvre No. 2. : ' .
' From the Superintending Engineer in charge, 4th Division, to the Acting Collector of North Arcot,

dated Madras, 14th July 1870, No. 1,631,

April lase, and your memo-

randum, No. 127, dated 13th June 1870, I

have the honour, in continuation f my endorse.

ment, No. 1,349, o1 the 27th Jule 1870, on a

letter from Licutenant Brockmdn,\dated 22nd

. idem, to forward another letter, Nov 158, of the
‘ 29th June 1870, from that officer.

2. The enclosures of your letter are herewith returned. "I 'have received a petion from

Wirn reference to Mr. Robinson’s letter, No. 74, dated 29th

Enclosures.
1 Letter No. 158, dated 29th June 1570
T, s 417, 5 14th October 1369,
r » 176, ,, 30th June 1369.
1 Sketch,

‘ Bheema Row, requesting permission to Wtivate
Sub-Collectors Jetter, No. 417, dated 14th Ocrober 1869, the bed of the Sivaram tack, and fro th
> A&y 9 5 e

Tahsildar's letter, No. 176, dated 30th June 1869. .
enclosed Exccutive Engineer's report, (as e

fketch,
. channel passes through the tank, and the SUPYey
stored in it is insignificant,) it would appear that there i3 no obj :

Lieutenant Brockman considers even that this arrangement would be a desirable one, as the
surface water or loeal drainage would then flow into the Sirunavalpat tank. Ile dees not recom.
5 mend that the chaunel should be extended to the Sirunavalpat village at present, ag he considers
that there is sufficient land in the Sivaram village to yield a profitable return on the outlay.
Your department will be alle to ascertain if thisis the case, and, until the actyal extent of
culturable land s ascertained, I would not recommend the extension of the channel, especially ag
acqueducets would have to be built across oxisting lines of irrigation. One advantage in delay would

be the gain of experience as to the actual quantity of water available for cultivation, as it js very

dificult for my department to gauge Spring water, or to state the probable available amoynt 11}&
river-channel largely supplemented from Epring water, a P

N N T g gy e L

¥, and ifso, how much of land

ageously struck out of the list, and -

ection to comply with hig request. %,
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“  Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

: - 23rd February 1871,

3. Asregards the loss to the Poodoor cultivation from thf) alleged absorption of their water
by the Sivaram channel, it would appear that thed;:utting of this new channel has not aﬁ‘ected the
; nd that the complaint is groundless.
;POOdZ?P SIUESY;O: si satisfied withpthe explanation given by the Range Oﬁ‘icer.as to the d?viation
from the original line, as 1 believe much more care might have been taken in the first msta;nce
'-'to ascertain the nature of the soil to be cut through. Lieutenant Brockman, however, Pomts
‘out that the abandonment of portions of the original line has not cost nearly as .much as it was
represented to bave dome, and I believe that from the appearance of the surface soil, there was no
‘reason to expect that so much rock would be met with. - : ' -
i = 5. Ile also gives it as his cpinion that even with the present outlay on the work, therer ig
;quite sufficient prospect of a‘remuneraﬁive return, and of a fair per-centgge of profit on the capital

- expended.

‘;From Licutenant R. R. ¥. BROCKMAN, R.E., Executive Engineer,--Ve_llore Range, to the
[ Superintending Engincer in charge, 4th Division, dated Poodoor, 20th June 1870, No. 138.

I gave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your memoranda, Nos. 524 and 640,%
former giving cover to a letter and enclosures

from the Collector of North Arcot, relative te
| the new river-cha;rmel to Sivaram villages in the Arcot‘Taluq, am‘i the latter f;ol‘t'ar«:l_ill;g”a.
" petit m Dheema Row, the Monigar of that village, relative to the abandonment of his village
! Pk afirot‘z cultivation of the lands in its bed. Asboth these memoranda relate to one and
l :;‘;k;&;‘; worli, 1purpose reporting upon the points mentioned in them in the present letter.

3
A

i *Dated 10th May and 14th May 1870, respectively.™

3
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. to report “tlfat it is true that the original intended line of charnel in the bed of the Palar was

- deviate? “,rom, but the cost incurred in so doing was considerably less than thq amount stated
Y by *ue Tahsildar iu kis report, being only Rs. 131, This is about 2§ per cent. on the cost of the
channel,t and may be looked upon as the
expenditure incurred in sinking tria} shafts, etc.,

for which no aliowahce was made in the estimate. This e.xpend:iture (.aven womgl(.i not ha_ve been
. incurred if the Poodoor villagers had not been so determined in theu: ?ppom'tlon agmfust the
~ channel being allowed to approach their village river-channel. The original .mtcnded line waa
" first proceeded with ; but the rock found under the surface was found of such an inveterately hard
unature that considerably more than the amount allowed for .the w01:k would ha.vg bad to Le
expended to complcte it in that direction. The line was acco.rdmgly shifted more to the sou't-hem

" bank of the river ; but here again the difficulty of working in the r(fck found there necessitated
" my carrying the channel still more to the southward, and approaching the Poodoor chann.cl at
the disputed locality within a distance of sixty-four yards. I gauged tllxe water ca.refully in tbe
Poodoor channel, whilst water was flowing in the Sivaram char‘mel. on two successive days, 'aml

" again one month after, and I did not find the slightest diminution in the depth of its flow. The

e y UL | (7 ig altazather futile an this score.
TTepposivion of ke Tovdoor wiliagers, therefrre, e altagather

-+ Es 5,620,

i

- —

3. With regard to paragraph 2 of your memorandum - No. 524, 1 have the honour to stats
* =} =] X X
© that the Sivaram channel which now dcbouches into the tank of that name may be extended to

* cultivate a portion, not all, the lands of Sirunavalpat villages s.bown as cultivable by t.he channﬁcl
iu the Ayacut Statement furnished by the villagers to the T:.ihsxldar. But although it was the
prior intention to utilize this channel water for both the Sivaram aml. Su:unava!pat lands, the
Sivaram Monigar Dheema Row now finds that the whole of the land of Lis village can Pe b'rought
under cultivation by the channel alone, ar.d in order that there may ke no shortcoming in the

estimated return to Government on the cost of the undertaking, is agreeable to relinquishing

the use of bis tank and cultivating the land in its bed, and to pay such a rate upon the land in

~ his village cultivated under the channcl as may show a rcturn of Rs, 688 odd, the original
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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Department,
' 23rd February 1871,

estimated outtarn. In this case the land lying in the Sirmnavalpat limits may without loss
be excluded from the land irrigable under the channel, and it would be best in any case to do so,
as in the event of this channel being made to supply two villages (and would then be termed a
" Hissa chanuel), constant disputes regarding the Kudi-maramat of the chanuel and the clearing of

i

'silt accumulations in its bed would arise between the inhabitants of two villages, and the
‘chanuel would be neglected, the crops under it turn out ¢¢ shavy,” and Government be at a loss
;ei'ery year on this account. The tank of Sivaraw. is an ‘_insigniﬁc‘apt one, and owing to the
restrictions placed upon the extension of its water-spread, which at full tank submerges a large

"amount of land cultivated by the Poodoor river-channel, is unable to hold a sufficient supply for

. ___.'the 40 cawniesitis supposed to cultivate. The average aanual cultivation accordingly does not

exceed 15 cawnies. B o
4. By the abolition of this tank the Sirunavalpat tank will be a considerable gainer, as
the upland drainage will all now flow into the latter tank, and will compensate the villagers for
the loss of the Sivaram channel water, which they lovked forward to having a share of. The
‘abolition of the Sivaram tank would also be in accordance with the principle apon which Govern-
ment are now desirous of acting, viz., the abolition of all small irrigation works, and the handing
them over to private persons with the lands under them at a reduced assessment. The water
brought down by the Sivaram channel ig ample to irrigate the bed of as well as the lands under
the Sivaram tank. All these lands, morcover, lie immediately under the channel, whereas the
order to supply the Sirunavalpat lands it would have to be extended a distance of 1,270 yards
~across four existing irrigation channels from the Sivaram tank, fop,which acqueducts would have

-

" tobeprovided. The cost of so doing-I estimate at about 200 Rg, * I would thereforé ‘recommend

-{ that all the lands of Sivaram village below and in the bed of its tank be solely cultivated by ‘the

f

i of the estimated amount, viz., Ks..b5¢t odd. ~The {ank may be clused Iroil Toe iise L tank
| a Mazirnama from the owner Bheema Row be taken to the effect, that no repairs on +ho part of

i channcl. and suzh a rate fixed upon the land so brought under cultivation as would Eield o, matnpn

12 tanks, aau

. g Government nezd at any future time be carried out to the tank. - 7 -

i - - 3 -

i
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Svrartred to Government with reference to Gm’erz}mcnt' Order, dated 18th
September 1867, No. 2,892, Public Works Department, confinunicated to the Board
in Proceedings of Government, Revenue Department, dated 21st September 1867,
No. 2,211, ' ‘

No. 263. OrpEr THEREOY, 23rd February 1871, No._ 334, '

The Collector’s proceedinggaxé
approved. -
’ (True Extract.) E
(Signed) W. IUDLESTON,

| . Irrigation, No. 2,

P e et -

To the Doard of Revenue.
,» the Department Public Works.

E11. F. R, Bantleman,

" Secretary to Govérniicnt, T

Bourd of Bebenne, |
. MADRAS,#4SC

PROCEEDINGS, 3|5t JANUARY 1871, No, 475.

P e 127/
@w/ 7 J ;//;.‘.nd.

J. ANUARY.
No. 475.

’ % 3., 02.6) ggg'e//mm.;/p/,

Channel from Palar river to Sivaram—in North

- Arcot District,—Certain correspondencs relating

to extension of, to Sirunavalpat, -submitted to
Government.
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