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A Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
RS 16tk February 1871,

R R v

Read the following papers:—

No. 170, FromP. F. dAMPBELL-JOHNSTON, Esq., to the Clief Secretary;

to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 4th January 1871, '
Tue Government of Madras are aware, from previous correspondence, that th: e1
ancient building called the Tunkum at Madura has been uninterruptedly chmwd
by my father the late Right Honourable Sir Alexander Johnston, and my grandfather,
Mr. Johnston, as their property ; and that this claim has been supported by argu-
ments and. evulence which, in the eyes of this Governmcnt Liad conu&cmble, if

not convineing, weight.

2. Into these proofs it is not my purpose to enter.

3. In claiming the property in question my family never had any sdﬁ~.x

_ object; they merely desired to recover a possession which was endeared to them by
~early associations, and which they hoped might be made subservicnt to some useful

purpose.

4. The correspondence between my father andothe Court of Directors on’,
this subject terminated in a letter under date of the 31st August 1839, a copy of
which is enclosed, by which the Court declared themselves ready to convey the’
Tunkum to my father and his heirs and assigns for the purpose of, being used for:
eduoamoml purposes, to be held by them while this condition was observed

5. No effect was ever given to this commumeatxon but after my father’s 8¢

death a letter was addressed to me, as sole acting executor of my father, by the,
Court, renewing the engagementin precisely similar terms. A copy of that letter

B will probably be found in the archives of the Madras Government If it is not T Ty

there, it can no doubt be procured from the India Office.

6. A variety of causes have prevented me from claiming the fulfilment
of thisengagement up to the present time; but I do not doubt that the Govern-

. ment of Madras recognize that, in spirit, it: still exists, and I am here for the

purpose of carrying it into effect with the benevolent co-operation of the Governor . 4
in Council. : e *ex

7. T am assured that the Tunkum is too far from the Town of Madura to be

~conveniently used as a school, but that it commands a moderate rent as a private!

residence. . ‘}

8. I venture to submlt to the Government that" the vnshes of moy family;
would be essentially fulfilled if the property could be vested in some public’ bodv’
by a deed under which the proceeds could be appropriated for the support of one,

or more scholars or bursars—natives of Madura District—who should pursue)

~ their studies in the University of Madras, : |

e B gy

- 9. The Government of Madras have long enjoyed the rents of this estate,
of which I believe they scarcely consider themselves the legal proprietors witha
positive title,

10, I trust therefore, that they would not grudge such a moderate outlay

| upon the property as Would secure a good tenant in the first instance.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .

16th February 1871,

Excrosuge No. 1,

From J. C. MELVILL, Esq., Secretary, East India IIouse, to the Right Honourable Sir
ALEXANDER JOIINSTON, 19, Great Cumberland Place, dated East India House, 31st
August 1839. . o
I mave laid before the Court of Directors of the East Indian Company, your letter of the 6th
instant, renewing your request that a certain building at Madura may be made over to you, and
explaining that it is your intention to convert it into such a public institution for the education
and instruction of the natives of the country as must be attended, if properly managed, with the
greatest benefit to the Southern part of British India.

2. In reply, I am commanded to inform you that the Court, with particular reference to

the avowed object of your application, and without admitting your title to the building in question

as a matter of right, are ready to authorize the Madras Government to make it over to you or your :

agents for the purpose of its being converted into a place for native education ; the same to be
held by you or your assizns as long as it shall be used for the purpose indicated in your letter, or
for such other purposes as shall be approved by the said Government.

No. 171.  Telegram from the Collector of Madura, to the Secretary to Govern
ment, Madras, dated 11th January 1871. - ' FE

(7-1-71). Rupees one thousand four hundred and fifty is now in deposit to the

crodit of ¢ Tunkum.” :

No.172. ~ OzpER THEREON, 16th February 1871, No. 289.

Miscellancous.

benevolent spirit which prompts Mr.
o - Campbell-Johnston’s proposal, and, con-
curring in opinion with him that the intention of the Honourable Court of
Directors’ grant of the Tunkum to his late father, Sir Alexander Johnston. will be
best fulfilled by the appropriation of the income derivable from the propert’y to the
maintenance of scholarships for natives of Madura in connection with the Madras

University, resolve, in concurrence with Mr. Johnston and with his approval, to
assign the property ¢n frus¢ for the purpose stated to the following public ofﬁéefs '
for the time being, namely, the Collector of Madura District, the Director of Public -
Instruction, and the Inspector of Schools for the division which includes the Town
of Madura, and to empower them, by deed, to receive and apply the rents and other
" receipts derivable from the property in question, and any such other funds as may .
come to their hands in connection with the trust ; first, to the due maintenance and
improvement of the property, so as to obtain from it the largest amount of annual -
return procurable ; and, secondly, to the due and proper maintenance of two or |
more scholarships to be called ‘ The Johnston Scholarships,” and to be held by
natives of Madura of any class, caste, or religion, matriculated students of the '
University of Madras, to be elected under rules to be framed by the Trustees; -

subject to the approval of the Government, and open to revision from time to time
as may appear necessary.

2. And in order to promote the object of the trust, and also to rem;we a

possible ground of complaint which may arise from the ownership of almost every

& -~

THE Government recognize thé
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‘other suitable residence for the Zillah Judge in Madura being the property of
Zemindars who are the principal litigants in his Court, the Government resolve to
require the Zillah Judge to occupy the Tunkum as his official residence, paying

;" therefor such reasonable rent as may fairly represent the value of the accommoda-
tion as compared with other residences in Madura. o o

3. The Government are aware that certain additions to the building are
needed in order torender it a desirable residence, and orders will be issued in the
Department Public Works for the preparation of a plan, showing the existing
building and the additions to it, or to the out-offices which are deemed necessary, with
an estimate of the cost, bearing in mind that it is desired to maintain the character
of the original design in making any addition to the main building. The Collector
will cause an account to be prepared showing as fully as possible the receipts and
charges on account of the Tunkum since the 31st August 1839, the date of the
Honourable Courts’ letter to Sir Alexander Johnston, communicated to this Govern-
ment with their Revenue despatch No. 12 of 1839, dated 9th October. The
Government will then be in a position to determine what liability they should
assume in the matter of establishing the endowment. They understand from the

.

Collector that at present there are Rs. 1,450 at credit of the Tunkum deposit -

account, and they believe that the building is rented at Rs. 75 monthly, though
they are not informed of the terms of the lease.

4. They are prepared to augment the available funds for repairing and
improving the building and for the other trust purposes by a grant of Rs. 2,000
in consideration of the proposed object. The Government understand that
Mr. Campbell-Johnston has generously stated his readiness to contribute a like
sum for the purpose. The whole amount will, the Government believe, be suffi-
cient for the immediate object of completing the residence and establishing the
scholarships.. The arrangement for assigning the Tunkum as a residence for the
Zillah Judge will operate from the completion of the repairs and improvements,
or as soon after as the existing lease will permit. '

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.

To P. F. C. Johnston, Esq.

,, the Collector of Madura.

,, the Civil Judge of Madura.

,, the Board of Revenue.

,e the Accountant-General.

,, the Judicial Department.

,» the Public Works Department.

s the Government Solicitor, with pagers for preperaticn of Draft Trust Deed.
” £)L‘3§o(¢4c11¢&447-&) -(ut "l
o 176’:— @m &4'1 Z ﬁ‘:”“{”-ﬂ‘— ZIZN-& IIC.M ~’

Exd. F. L. Bantleman.
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