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- Home Government on th® Nellore pasture lands, and earnestly to urge its reconsideration.

- ‘ "

* tions, breed till they are five years old ; but it has been found that, by careful feeding, they can be Y }
4

K #

© request a reconsideration, have been denied that sccurity of tenure, and those advantages freely

—lump sum for each village in proportion to the area available for pasturage and the number of

19171 October 1871. _ ; .

_No.‘ 201. - Read the following despatch from the Right ITonourable the Secretary ;
of State for India, (Revenue,) to His Excellency the Right Honourable

the.Governor in Council, Fort St. George, dated India Office, London, gy
_ 20th July 1871, No. 21 :—m | , r -

I TrRANSMIT to your Excellency in Council copy of a printed letter which I
s ~<—_._ .. have received from Mr. J. W. B. Dykes
Daed 13¢5 Tune 1871, late Collector of Nellore in your I-Zresx’-{

dency, representmg the objections to which he thinks that orders of your Govern- ! a7 S e e
ment, sanctioning the yearly sale, by auction, of the pasture lands of that Collector-
ate, whxch were approved by my despatch of the 31st of March 1870, numbered
10, arc liable.

2. You will perceive that Mr. Dykes states that the Board of Revenue have

misapprehended the grounds on which he originally objected to the proposal.

3. The questior seems of such consequence to the breeders of cattle in Nellore
that I deem it well that you should have the opportunity of rcading this repre-

~ gentation.

Excrosves No. 1.

From J. W. B. DYI\ES Esq., to the Secretary of State for India, dated Cork Street, 13th June
1871.

I HAvﬁ the hononr respectfully to submit the following ohjections to the order pagsed by the

3

‘2. For many years the Government have been éndea,vouring to improve the breed of cattle in "]
the Nellore District. In carrying out this intention an important fact has been brought to notice, .
which aflects not only Nellore but India generally. Indian cattle do not, ynder ordinary condi-

made to breed at half that age. The breeders of stock, however, under the order of which [

conceded to the holders of arable lands at the ordinary rates of assessment. /
3. - The pastures in question are large tracts of thousands of acres of land on which no rewular
assessment has ever been imposed, and for which it would not be profitable to pay a grain-rate.

4. Under the Rulers who preceded us, the interests of Government, as regards revenue,
were secured by various arrangements such as amongst others by a capitation tax, or by fixing a

cattle owned by the village as verified from time to time. DBut these arrangements, which were Valll
continued by us with modifications, whilst they secured breeders of stock from being disturbed in

the occupation of their pasture lands, were in other respects objectionable. They were abolished
in 1867, aud in their place it was proposed by the Collector of the district that those who used the

pasturage should in future be allowed to hold it at a fixed rate per acre, which rate was to be subject
to revision after such a number of years as might fairly be considered to give security for the
capital sunk. There were abundant materials for fixing the rates to be paid in the different parts
of the district, without going to the expense of detailed valuation of soils ; and if the terms offered
were refused, then the land was to be put up to auction for the same number of years, and the justic
of the terms decided in open market. e

5. The Coliector’s proposal was rejected by the Madras Board of Revenue a3 not suffciently \ < ‘

i simple. They ordered that a portion of the waste lands in every village—such portion beiné fixed 7

in reference to the arable area in occupation—should be held as common pasturage free of charge ;
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“ sett]ement be fu‘ﬂ niipdéc%d mer ﬁux \yhole dxstnct when the subject canbe
K reconsldered," ',? » (2] land noi den{aree‘tod and surveyed in detail for occu.
“ pation and uvmlable i)e let oy pastnre eccordmg to the divisions in which it has
“ been surveyed for'a term of two }ears, and at an upset price of 2 Annas the acre
in the western and i Annasxn the ¢oast talooh ” He procceded to * recommend

* ¢ that the land undet consxderaiton Fbe oﬁ'ered .to the villagers first at the upset

* ¢ price specified, and what theyare not wdhng to take at that price be offered

~ % to the highest bxdder thhont further ‘referenco to .an upset price or the village

sgsty $Fy 3

uhebdonosgo, REEIE LY vzf _Ag‘.»;;;;z.?;j,;‘,

e The Board mlsubnnttmv rlIr.\ DyLes 8 letter to Government, advocated
Pmeedmgs’ 2ud Septem!;er ;807‘ Nof 5688 ,the, . abolition of the * Pulleri” tax and
IR IETERI i s e Lok ; the substitution of pasture rents.

.- -8 The}’ remarked that, althonrrh the ryot’s absolute right was restricted to the
land for which he pays assessment stxll prescnptwe usage gave him the privilege,

in “d‘““y cases, of grazing g his cuttle in the village waste ; but that where the extent
of waste is Iaro'e in proportmn to the culuvatxon, the nrrht of the State to realize a
revenue from the excess was reachly adrmtted ; and accepting Mr. Dykes's statement
of the Nellore « custom ;” that ¢ on&qnarter acre waste 'should be allowed for everyacre
occupied on assessment and that certain castes were allowed free pastarage within
prescribed limits as to number of cattle, they recommended that no revenue should

— mu’ ved ﬁ'om&t’~

he unoecupxed ]and of any village so long as it did not exceed

Z;~

TR @ck

N“'l‘ Proceedmgs 7th June 1869 Nov 4 060%‘;

2 19,5*??31“0' cente ¥t thorize n's‘zd 253, .dn.d that if the overplus made it worthwhilp.
10 Onﬁx,':*-bmef.{,‘m R highest bidder
- to rent it, it should be leased out annually or bl-enmauy to the highes 1ch ";
believing that its fair value was more likely to_ bc 50 rcahzed than by a fixe fc“a; ;
per acre. It will be observed that tlus freo common reserve of an area, 0 als.
average grazmg land,”™ qmﬂ to ﬂmty pcr cent. of the occupied arca, was e.cogctehe
\ sion in favour of the Vxllagers in excess of Mr., Dykes’s rccommendatlon; an '
el e u}'i" > Board’s pr0posals were accepted by Gov-
G. 0. 13t.h \ovember 1867 1\'0 2 646. 5: ernment the period of the leases being
SRR 'e»u“ *"f‘”; “““ left to the discretion of the Collector.

9. 'In February 1869 when rcportmg on the 'Cattle Show, Mr. Dykes con-
demned this system of rentmn' the surplus pastura"e to the highest bidder an
destroying the secunty for oapxtal invested i in cattle, and ‘urged the necessity Od
making it over (fo'the vzllagers) at ﬁxed rates for a term of five years at least; 8o

~ on the 26th of the same month he addressed a , separate Jetter to the Board °n.the

, subject. Heg ga.ve detaxls showmc' that therents. obtained under the system devised

hby the Board, and sanctioned’ by) Government ranged from 2-Pics to 9 Annas pef
_acre; that notmthstandmg this’ mequahty the average for the whole district was

t Annas 1-4 per acre; and he’ recommeuded the adopnon of a fixed rate of & Annss

? per acre for terms of five years, bt ‘which' the surplus pasturage should be offered to

o the villagers, and that should they not aotee  among themSElVCS as to takma it, the

. divisional officer should be | empowered to apportlon the pasturage at the fixed rent,
desWith Teference to the stock held by the sgveral partles bidding for it in blocks 0

;150 acres: 'ori:upwards. The Board

i. 711 dissented fromMr. Dykes g views, obser¥’
t° ﬁ‘e hxghesf, bldgder had only been in force for tw0
SIS

ng that the system of lettmo
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Proceedmrrs of the Madras Government Revenue Department,
.19¢h Octover 1871,

years that under it uniform rates of rent were not to be expected, but that they

G. 0 3rd July 1869, No. 1,902.

From Secretary of State, 31st March 1870 R
No. 10, Revenue.

realize the average value of the pasture
land throughout the district more accur.
: ately than any other. The Government

and the Secretary of State adopted the Board’s view. = .
10. Mr. Dykes, in" his present “Titer to tho Secletary of State, renews his

- objections to the system of renting by competition as placing the breeder of stock
. ¢ at the mercy of any man who chooses to bid against him * * *,
. % pasturage on any terms, and, if unable to buy off, the opposition must get rid of

He must secure

“ his stock as soon as he can.” He assumes that had the case been put before
Government and the Secretary of State in the light in which he as Collector
represented it, the Board’s view would not have been accepted ; but on this it may
be remarked that the whole of the Collector’s letters were before Government and
the Secretary of State when they approved the Board’s view in preference to that
of Mr. Dykes

:The Government, however, appreciate the interest which Mr. Dykes

~ reta.ms in the district with which he was so long and usefully connected ‘and they

have no wish to deny the fullest consideration to his views. .

- 12, They resolve, therefore, to refer the above papers to the Board of Revenue,
with instructions to ascertain from the Collector of -Nellore, and to report what
has becn the practical result of the system introduced in the district at their

suggestion for leasing the waste pasturg land in excess of thirty per nent - ~F e

occupation in each village, both as regards the average rate of rent derived™Tro.-
“the leased lands, as to the permanency or otherwise of the tenancy by the same

parties, and as to effect of the system on the professed cattle breeders of the district.
(True Extracf.)

(Signed) ~W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government,

’

To the Board of Revente,

Ezd. F. B. Bantleman;

believed the system to be calculated to -
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