Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

i - <7 . "13th October 1871, ‘ ;

" No. 150. _ Read the following letter from Major R. H. BEDDOME, Conservator-
of Forests, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department dated
" Ootacamund, 2nd October 1871, No. 530 :—

} With reference to G O. No. 1,530 of 5th September 1871, and in continua-

§' *N OC aiggs?f 1871 of the Chitloor Court of Small last, I have the honour to forward copy

b of the Judge’s decision® in the caso in
: 1. 22?3% (:f;- 2%2% September 1871. question, together with two letterst from
E o "’ . Mr. Sheffield, the Forest-officer in charrre
¢ o ; of North Arcot.
¥
:

"

2. The Forest-officer was informed that seven bandy-loads of charcoal werein

:: transit from the forests without any license, and orders were sent to the Tanpah
i stations to be on the look out, .The same day an attempt was made to pass three

of these loads without a license, and they were detained; the owners then went off,
: { and procured two licenses for four loads; but as the number of loads did not tally,
r and ‘the licenses were made out in the names of other parties (and were probably
L purchased after it was known that the attempt at smuggling was a failure), the

. Forest-officer refused to pass them ; and he also sent orders to detain the remaining

i four loads which were gtill in the precmcts of the forest.

{ 3. 1 cannot undersiand the Judge’s decision in the case: the plamtxﬁ"s claim

was for six loads but he only produced licenses for four, and these not in his own
{ namoj; and he’1s proved @75 had in his possession seven loads! It is, however,¥

¢ decided that, though the Forest Department were right in stopping the three loads
-~ first brouo'ht to the Tannah, they, had no right to detain the other four, and
Judvment is given against them for Rs. 30, with préportionate costs and fee.

l

ey

4. The Forest-officer hasacted in my opinion very properly, and the decision

< of the Court appears to me ridiculous. It is tantamount to saying that any man

{ may cut or prepare, say, twenty bandy-loads of. timber or charcoal without any

; ; license, and that if he fails in his attempts to smuggle it, he may purchase licenses

‘ to cover it, and we cannot touch it; or if heis only able to purchase licenses for,

¢ “say, tenloads, and we confiscate the whole (which we should do under our rules,

5 even if the license for'ten was in his own name, and he was brm"mfr out twenty)
z a suit in the Court against us will be successful,

5. The loads in question were only detained by the Forcst-ofﬁcer, pendmor
| inquiry, etc. An action was at once brought against the deparfment, and, since the
‘, decision, the Forest Department have sold the clarcoal and credltcd the amount it
lreahzed , namely, Rs. 48, to Government. .

6. This case is one of many that show the necessity of a Forest Act. As the :

law stands at present none of our officers know exactly how to act, and they are in
no enviable position. * The Magistrates themselves often do not know how toact, and
no two think alike on the question of Forest Law. [n the meantime all our ofﬁcers

more apparent, and that a general feeling is abroad in some districts that any
complaint whatever against our department is sure to find favour with the Magis-

' Eare reporting that smuggling and a gencral breach of our rules are daily becoming

tion of my letter No. 470 of 23th August .

h trates and the Revenue authoritiesand the Revenue Board, The different opinions
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

e | . 13th October 1871,

.

held by Magistrates arid Collectors in the different districts in our Presidency are-

' most conflicting,” aud conservancy must be continually retrograding, pending a
propér understanding of the law. Some are of opinion that Government have no
right whatever to any of the forests, aud that no sort of smuggling can be punished ;
that trees standing in the forests arc of no more value than rocks ; that fires do no
harm, and ‘should be encouraged ; others again are more or less opposed to conser-
vancy ; whilst some hold quite my views, and consider that we cannot introduce

" efficient conservancy and stop the utter destruction of our woodlands unless strict
rules are in force to check smuggling, and though communal and other rights

v ey

t'hese must be clearly defined.

’

No. 151. ORDER THEREON, 13th October 1871, No. 1,79'4.

“Iris evident that the Forest-officers
were not warranted in their proceedings,
although the Government see no cause
to doubt that they acted in good faith.

_ Forests, No. 12.

’

Government dues had been paid for that number, the excess only should have been
detained. -

3. Payment of the damages and costs 3 ard?éﬂ'ggginst the Assistant Conser-

" &ator is sanctioned.

’f 4. Major Beddome will be more moderafp in future in characterizing decisions
i of Courts in his official correspondence. i ‘ \
} 5. To designate such a decision as * ridiculous” is very unseemly.
. on (True Extract.) .
- . (Signed) ~W. HUDLESTON, -

TN i

S,
L .,

Secretary to Government.

A s e’
'

To the Conservator of Forests.
.» the Ac?ountant-GeneraJ.
»» the Board of Revenue. .
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Exd. F. R. Bantleman.

should be liberally acknowledged, as far as possible in the face of railways, that ]

2. As Passes were produced for four cart-loads of charcoal, showing that the

pue

R N

e e e

-7,
~e TV,
E3

7

* 7?”’7")”;]/ -
’

4
-

/'I’ > 7 , [y
/;7&%5’% /4«1/‘_1/‘/‘«{4'(0?‘
ol YV e A Eac
o

e / . 4
/:’ZW-A—W ¢ & CarS TP )

i

g o Gl A, %gx&/ ]

'R

. ph® ,/"' &
| [ 4 /\, ///, / - 4
P"f ! - o(.t'U Mﬁo"’c 4 “ /“ /‘M‘
. ' e
4“/{/‘/‘ o Lfnec Tyt esxl

s 3 {%Wéciwé/rz

g 4
- e 4 T ,




8

+

E

T

:
£
§,.
1

{ Datsd October 134,
¢ .

i
!
|
1

v
b R v~ ex
-

. % {n o case of smUJY

1
T

Gobt. of 118713 §8
REVERUE

TI1E CONSCRVATOR OF FORESTS,

. . &e, Lo, &%

Jeed. N Sast.

- ‘
L SRR WINPT ot ! ) g
PN D ~ .

. -t A Y e

{r.

e e A T

BN

0., 12th Cetober 1871, No.1,72%. -
e

T

OOTOBER. .
Hos. 150-151.

Forest-officer in North Arg
ling charcoal.—Letter {r¢. -
submitting peress relath
5

1

Suit aguinst

' Qonservator of Forests,
1y — , with orders thereon.

I
- . -
pm Gl W Sl GRS

' '
[ .

5 .

: .
i

b —— A

A, A
-
)

Lo o

S b e
R



	Copy_of_image0305
	Copy_of_image0306
	Copy_of_image0307

