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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

%M"
vy

“. 12¢th Oclober 1871.
p z :
$
S
No. 130. . ‘Read the followmg despazch from the Right Honourable the Secre-” 7"
B tary of State for India, (Sanitary,) to His Excellency the Right Honour-
‘ - able the Governor in Council, Fort St. George, dated India Office, London,
6th September 1871, No. 11 i~ ‘
) Taz despatch of your Excellency in Council in the Revenue Department,
dated 27th March, No. 15 of 1871, relative to the public health of the Madras

Presidency ‘during Fusly 1279, has been considered by me in Council. -

: 2. In reply I forward copy of
some remarks by the Army Sanitary
Commission, to whom the despatch and enclosures were referred.

" Dated 220d August'1871.

p——

- Excrosure No. 1.

.

Prom the Secretary to the Army Sanitary Commission, to the Under-Secretary of State for Indxa,

[P SR S

dated War Office, 22nd A{ugust 1871, e ——

e e e e

WitH reference to Mr. Merivale's letter of the 16th instant, forwarding for submission to the
Army Sanitary Commission, and for any remarks they may wish to offer, copy of a despatch from
the Government of Fort St. George, dated 27th March, No. 15, 1871. (Revenue), relative to the
health of the Madras Presidency during Fusly 1279 (1869-70). In returning the enclosures as

e s

requested I am directed to submit, for the information of the Secretary of State for India in

Council, the following remarks by the Commission on this subject.

2. These papers show that during the period included in the returns public health in this
Presidency has been in an unsatisfactory state.

3. There has been extensive prevalence of Miasmatic diseases among the general population,
and high death-rates. The registration is obviously only in a progressive condition, but it shows
* that during the period there was at least the followmg mortality from three formidable diseases,

namely :—
. Deaths.
Small-pox e e e e e e 120043
. Cholers ... e e aes 42-080
- Fever ... ... v eee e e e e e 136°789

4. As mortahty registration progresses the fact becomes more and more evident that fevers -

are of far more importance in India as death-causes than cholera. There is little information a3
to local sanitary conditions, but there is ample reason in the facts for dissenting from the opinion
" expressed in paragraphs 13 and 19 of the letter as to their having been ‘‘ no lack of sanitary
improvements” in cholera-districts. These papers show the necessity of directing sanitary
inquiries specially towards discovering the causes of this large amount of malarial predisposition
among the population, with the view of adopting measures of relief. So far as an estimate can be
_formed from statements in the papers themselves, improved dra,mafre and better agriculture are

spparently the chief remedxes requxred
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(True’ Extrect.) . - R 1 AT T ,
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