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Salt Station.

1 Clerk ...
1 Shroff ...

2 Measurers ...
5 Vettians, on &

3

3
3
i Proccedings No.
;

No. 31. Read the?following Proceedings of the ﬁoérq of Revenue, dated 14th

LRead the following letter from-the Collector of Nellore, tothe Acting Secretary to

HavivG visited the Iskapully and Gogulapully Salt Stations I have the honour

Doard’s Proceedings No. 1,566, dated _15th cecdings of the Doard moted in the

2. Thelate Acting Deputy-Collector in charge of the Salt Department having
long been Tahsildar of the talook in which these stations are situated, I took the
 opportunity of calling upon him lately for a report on the subject. This report
T have since submitted to Mr. Plunkett’s criticism; and I now beg to transmit it,
with its enclosures, and Mr. Plunkett’s marginal comments. The Acting Deputy-
Collector and Mr. Plunkett having taken opposite views, the former being in favour
of the abolition of Gogulapully, and the latter of its retention, the Board will thus
get the whole pros and conis of the case at one view.

3. . Little remains for me but to give my verdict, and that I have no hesita-
tion in doing in favour of the retention of Gogulapully with its Superintendent.
1 consider Mr.
do, under all contingencies, to depend upon Iskapully alone to meet all demands.
The outlay necessary to put Iskapully in this position Jould be so yery large thab.
I cannot think the attempt worth making. ' . ... !

4. 1 am altogether opposed to leaving (.E‘rogulz;.ptﬁl);L i?ﬂx'éf@“iif”ﬁ‘lb’\i’éi‘ﬁa
- officer than the present Superintendent, but, with its own Superintendent, I see no
reason whatever to anticipate greater probability of fraad there than at any other

 rare, and by no means mean, advantage of being quite seiprely fenced. It is'very
accessible to traders, there is ample pasturage for their catile, and I think it would}
{ Lo a great pity to abandon, without much more valid reason than has been yet
§P adduced, the manufactory of the very finest galt in the distr ct.

{ 1 Superintendent ... e e e 00
1 Assistant Superin

2 Peons, on 6 Rs. each .

N . gty o~
From the Acting Deputy-Collector in charge of the Salt Department, to the Collector of Nellore,

IIavixe been requested by you personally to gabmit my views with regard to the advisability
of retaining Gogulapully Salt Station or otherwise, required by the Board in paragraph 3 of their

b @ait to forward my report till all the informations as 1 wished are procured, as I w'll have to
give over charge of this Office on the day after to-morrow, Monday 10th. v

] 2. 1have had several occasions of visiting the salt-works at Gogulapully and Tsxapully
during wy stay from July 1864 as Tahsildar of Nellore Talook, and all the while I bave been

g
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September 1871, No. 3,064 :—
Board of Revenue, dated 8th August 1871, No. 1,518.
to report in comnection with the Pro-

margin.

-

it O

Plunkett’s view to be sound and unanswerable, that it would not

On the contrary, the only platform that will be retained has the)

BS. 5. The estallishment, however, the;

tondent e e w15 cost of which now amounts to Rs. 144,
.. .. 20 mightbe reduced to Rs. 108 by striking})

e e %g off one Clerk on Rs. 20, converting the;

e aee eae e Q 12 Assistant Superintendeat on Rs. 15 into
Rs. each 25 4 Clerk, one Measurer ¢2 Rs.. 6, and two
—— . ,,W gt M
Total... 141  Vettians on Rs. 5 each. ‘

Excrosuge No. 1.° * 24

dated 8th July 1871, No. 107.

6,594, dated 14th September 1862, 1 have the honour to state that T could not,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .
4th October 1871.

informed that the salt manufactared at Gogulapully was better than that of Iskapully, and Home
traders generally resorted to the former station, owing to the good colour and lightness of the salt
which give an increased outturn by measurement in the retail sale by private traders.

Mr. Plunkett’s remarks.
That the Gogulapully salt is by repute
deemed to be lighter than the salt at Iskapully is
" along known fact, and as we sell by weighment,

and the purchasers retail again by measure-.

ment, the weight of the salt is to them a great
inducement, and even so smalla quantity as

quarter to half seer in a maund will attract the.

petty trader.. As to colour, granulation, and size
of the crystals, I consider that Iskapully can in

every respect make as good salt as Gogulapully, -

and perhaps better, and, if it does not, it must
be owing to want of care and defective manu-
facture rather than to any local peculiarity of
goil or improved system of manufacture. I am

not aware of any particular system of manufac-

ture peculiar to Gogulapully alone, and I believe
the system pursued there is the general system
of the district where the water is taken from a
backwater and not from wells, although certainly
owing to abetter arrangement of the condensing

reservoirs and salt-beds ; the facilit.es for making ~

salt are greater at Gogulapully than at Iska-
pully, but because the facilities are greater for
making good salt, it does not follow that there
must be a peculiarity of system or of soil or that
equally as good salt caunot Je made at Iska-
pully as at Gogulapully. - .

In my opinion, the theory of checking
weighment by measurement in salt-transactions
is wholly fallacious and an altogether useless
uudertaking. It iswith the view to such a check
primarily that the new weighing machine has
been devised, and there is by it a scientific
system of correction adopted. It remains yet
to be seen, however, now far thia system can be
relied on, and T fear the instances in- which

_eight maunds of salt as weighed will exactly-

measure a vessel of the same cubical capacity
will be rare. I consider the Acting Deputy-
Collector’s remarks in this paragraph 6 there-
fore to be of no utility in connection with the
question at issue, viz., the retention or abolition
“of Gogulapully. !
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3. TIhave ascertained the cause of the Gogﬂ-
lapully salt being formed lighter than the other
stations, and I beg to annex a map, describing
the salt-platform and pans, etc., of the station.

4. The soil of the pans is of pure sand,
mixed with soft earth and quite free from hard
black soil. When the swamp (L.) of 750,000
square-yards is overflown on high tides from
the backwater (M.), they close up five breaches
on the dyke (N.), formed temporarily by the
manufacturers, of 390 yards length by 14 yards
width. The water, thus secured is allowed to be
heated at the swamp for about ten days and then
carried to Ganjerus or reservoirs (0O.) through
the channels (E.) and (F.), and where, -after
being exposed to the heat of the sun for about
eight days, it is let out to-the salt-pans (A).
This gives cause, they say, to form white and
lighter crystals which, I believe, is the fact,
and also with reference to the peculiarity of
the soil itself. )

5. This peculiar manufscturing system is
not adopted in any of the other salt stations in
the district, as they have not the similar facili.
ties in those divisions,

6. The marginal figures show the results
of outturn of seers
by . measurement of
one maund salt of
certain heaps, nanu-
factured in Fusly
1278. This of course
leads Home-traders (whose object is to make
profits by measurement of salt in retail sale) to
Gogulapully in preference to Iskapully. I can-
not say that the increased outiurn by measure-

Iskapully, Gogulapully.
No. of Seers, No-of g
Heaps. " Heaps, -0

24 38 1 43

25 89 3 401

26 87 3 42

Average, 38 .., 413

_ment is in any way enjoyed by the general con-

sumers, because I find mno diﬂ’erepcé in the
market price between the salt of Gogulapully

and Iskapully which are equally sold at 16 seers .
. per Rupee. The peculiar manufacturing system

of Gogulapully does this benefit solely to Home-
traders at the risk of general consumers, and

" give cause to exist permanent demand on the

division which is’Jhe only sour ce for the poor

manufacturers fo keep up their livelihood by the
Cotaur being in eXistence, oo !
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, IRevenue Department;
4th October 1871.

7. T must take, however, strong objection
to allow such a large extent of swamp being
used for reserving and heating water. After
the water reduced to *‘ Ganjern” and before the
next high tide, there would, in all probability,
be spontaneous production of salt vghicb_:'.'tx__‘
not be strictly watched by the salt officials con-
cerned, under the plea that the swamp is made
use of for manufacturing purposes. Such are
the swamps appertaining to the Pulicat Lake
now kept under strict supervision, and for the
prevention of smuggling a sum of Rs. 1,500
- is in average spent annually fo raise embank.

ments across the swamps. These facts would
' have, I believe, led to the Honourable Member
" Mr. Clarke of the Board to pass the following
remarks with regard to Gogulapully Station in -
paragraph 156 of his report, recorded in the
Proceedings of the Madras Government dated
29nd December 1860, No. 2,476 :—** This place
" bears a bad character for smuggling and frauds
among the servants * b *., The
pans are formed on the border of a large
swmap.’’

I rather think the fears- expressed in this
paragraph are overdrawn, and the production
of spontaneous galt in the swamp spoken of is
by no means greater than -other similarly
placed localities along the rest of the coast of the
district, the Pulicat Lake and its shores and

~

.7-1 cannot apprehend these two paragraphs. 8. I recommend therefore that the ‘manu-
How the raising of the embankment will give facturers should be strictly prohibited from
cause for malpractices so long as only so much - raising the embankments (N.) which would only
water is let into the ** swamp’’ or condensing reserve water in the swamp, and thus give cause
reservoir as is required for the manufacture, I for malpractices.

fail to see. Spontaneous salt must generate in 9. This prohibition would bring the
all salt-beds and condensing reservoirs after quality of Gogulapully salt on equal footing with
manufacturing operations cease, and the only that of Iskapully, and the traders will certainly
preventive is vigilance on the part of the Salt prefer the latter with the advantages of a good
servants and Police, but because such salt does metalled road to the station, abundant pastur-
generate and for fear of its being illicitly smug- age for cattle, ample accommodation for halt-
gled to give up preparing the water for manu- ing, good water for drinking, and open market
facture is altogether a wrong idea. In order for purchasing provisions of food. These faci-
to make good salt the water must be prepared, lities are quite unknown to Gogulapully. The
i.e, condensed, and the provisions against branch road sanc-
smuggling with vigilance must be the means to .P"(’;::g::fen:fing: sfi’%';%'. ti(fned‘ recently
prevent the malpractices the Acting Deputy- 1871, No. 257. - will remove the
Collector is afraid of, and not the abandonment only difficulty of
of one of the most important steps towards the getting to the Iskapully Salt-platforms from

_production of good salt, viz., condensing or pre- the road to the beach.

paring the water.

Of the retention of Iskapully in preference 10. Besides, the Iskapully is [ he only
to Gogulapully there can be no doubt, and so far port in the district for export salt trade. Much
asTam aware this was never called in question, has been laid out already in improving the
and is not the point at issue. The question two export platforms and forming, about 40
under consideration is mof which of the two, jyears, a canal of about 2 miles length to convey
skapully or Gogulapully, is to be abolished, ealt to the said platforms. There is a bungalow

a
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" angd whtch one is to be retamed but whether
Gogulapully is to be abolished outright or be

{ retained as a gub-ptation of and auriliary to

15 Iskspully.- .- = -

This para"raph is a continuation of the
?'{Wnt in favouv of Is‘w;pully over Gogula-
1 . pully, but as I s:ud before this is an admitted
fact which has never been called in question, and

a consideration of the arguments in its favour
'is totally unnecessary.

ol

on the shore, and which is chxeﬂy used by the
Captains of ships resorting to the port of salt.
. This' is therefore an important cause to go much
in favour of retaining Iskapully,

11 Ttis true that the following Statement
of figures show the Iloine and Inland sales at
Gogulapully take precedence of Iskapully owing{
to the reasons explained in paragraph 4, but
the total sales thereof of these two divisions
does not exceed 52,366 Maunds in average per
annum, and though there has been no exportl
gale for the last two years, the average sale of!
preceding seven years becomes to 38,228
Maunds, which make a fotal demand on the
division of 90,594 Maunds. I enclose State-]
ment A. showing the sales in these two divisions!
for the last ten years ;—

M“WMMM

This is the point for disposal. It will be
-seen_that in reference to the results of the
g_maﬁufactnre in 1869 I advocated the retention
 of Gogulapully as an auxiliary tb Iskapully,
because I thought that Iskapully in itself might
not be able to produce sufficient salt to meet the
3 demand of both places.

1 ing Dépuly-CoIIector gives in paragraph 13,
were altogether exceptional, and it must be
remembered that it i3 the salt of this year that we
 have a reserve of now on our.export platforms,
band cannob get cid of, because it is inferior,

and to agree that because in that one year
8 large quanhty of bad salt was made the pans
at Iskapully can make a sufficient quantity to

Emeet the demand of both places i3 a false idea.
an we make cnough of good salt at Iskapully
lone is the question, I rather think not, and
et us look into the figures given in the Acting
eputy-ColIector s Statements A. and B. The
{ tatement B. shows that during the last ten
years there. hhas‘ been’ manufacture at Iska-

Fa—
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. The results of Fusly 1272, which the Act-

" the platforms and pans eof Iskapully for your

- miles distance between Gogulapully and Iska~

!
. . T .,
il BRI R e T A RS L Bue D ST el

Fuslies. Iskapully. Gogulapully-

} RS. Bs. |
1278 ... ... ... 80,231 29,263
1279 ... ... .. 12,133 35,686
© 1280 ... ... .. 15,567 34,218

| ‘Total... 57,931 99,167 |

£ Aversge... 19,310 33,056 -

*Total Home and Inland ... ... 52,366 . i
Averafre of export sales 38,228
90,594

12, Here, it occurs expedient to consider

whether the retention of Gogulapully ab least as
an auxl“&‘v to Iskapully is requisite to meet
the deman of salt in these two divisions, I

13 The enclosed Statement B. exhibits
that there are about 200 pans, altogether at
Iskapully, and they had in Fusly 1272 produced
164,037 Mauads of salt both for Inland and
Export trade. - I annex herewith a map showing

perusal.

14. Tt is beyond any doubt that the Iska-
pully pans will themsclves supply the wants of]
the two divisions. Moreover, a sub-station, mth
an ill-paid officer shall always be subject for)
malpractices and fraud. There is a good 4}

pully, and it is not to be expected that stric
supervision will be had by a responsible office
at a distance, As an instance, I beg to refe

e J i
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f
l‘pully only in four years, viz.,, Fuslies 1271,
{1272, 1276, and 1278, or 1862, 1863, 1867,
and 1869, and in those four years the average
Dittam or quantity ordered to be made was
140,000 Maunds, and the outturn or quantity
}actually made and taken  into store was 101,285
Maunds. We may thus assume the capabilities
of the Iskapully pans to amount to a lakh of
Maunds of good salt in round numbers, more or
less. The Statement A. shows the average
 demand or sales of the two places during the
last ten years to be—

Maunds,
For the land-trade or *° Home" and

- Inland sales ... ... 0 o ... 78,142
gExport trade or shxpments by sea ... 26,760

1,04,902

or 3,000 Maunds in excess of the ordinary capa-
bilities of the Iskapully pans. Our average

be remembered has been considerably dimi-
'nished by a gradual subsidence, nay an almost}

to prevent revival of this trade and a renewal
1 of the former demand of something like a lakh
of Maunds for shipment alone. Where is the

to get the rescrve stock equal to two years’ con-
gsumption to meet vicissitudes of season and
required by the Board's orders to be maintained ?
fCan Iskapully alone meet it ?- I rather think
not, and the foregoing figures support my opinion;
and then, under such circumstances, the very
great importance of Gogulapully, esan auxxhary
to fall back upon, becomes apparent. Either
we must abolish the export platforms at Iska-
pully and have no export depdt at allin this
district, or we must k eep Gogulapully, I think,
as a help in times of necessity. -

-~

There isno doubt much force in the Actmg
Deputy-Collector’s remarks as to under-paid
estublishments, ete., but I can see no help for
it under the circumstances, detailed above.
Devarampaud has been ordered by the Board
o be closed as soon as Biramgunta is sufficiently
pened out, and as the correspondence in this
Offico has been referred to, it will have been seen

"} that this is the last year in which manufacture

o A

,Edem:md in the last ten years, moreover, it musé é

$total sascotion ofiihe export trade; bt what is J{

land trade to be suppliea from ? Whence are we -

to Devarampaud, which is the only sub-station

attached to Padarti in the district. During

my short stay in charge of this office, 27 Maunds

of the salt manufactured this year were traced

out and found concealed in pits, etc., of ten]
individuals in the village, and I do mot know
how many more would be found, if thorough
gearch is made in the whole village on sufficient
grounds. There is only one Assistant Superin-

tendent on a monthly salary of Rs. 20 em-
ployed to superintend both manufacture and
gale to an average extent of 47,719 Maunds per
annum. It was my desire to go to Devaram-
paud as soon as it is convenient, and to make a
thorough inquiry of the station, which I hope my
permanent successor will make & point.

E
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charge of ill-paid and insufficicnt establish-
ment, and accordmly I would respectfully
record my opinion that the station Gogulapully
may, with great advantages both to the State
end to the gencral consumers, be altogether
abolished after the present stock of 53,202
Maunds are sold, which would probably take
31} out cighteen months.

o 15. Thuslwould strongly protest agamt?
the proposal of leaving any Salt Station m)

at Devarampaud was permitted, and that it was
B N i I St a5 Lot o
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only from sheer necessity that any dittam was
assigned even this year to it at all. Tt is
notorious forthe practices deseribed by the Acting
Deputy-Collector, and perhaps the fact that the
. station is to be done away with makes the
}“"M - -. . People more callnug as to results and n‘lore bold
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The malformation of the Iskapully pans
: and the other evils éqmplained of by the Acting
Co Deputy-Collector have long since received my
attention, but. I could never see my.way to
remedying them. The maps and sketches now
sent up by the Acting Deputy-Collector are
what I had prepared nearly three years ago,-in
‘view to meet the Board’s call for fences and
" hedges round the pans tokeep off depredators,
and it then occurred to me that to concentrate
o the Iskapully pans, remove the sand ridges and

i

R,

. mounds which are interspersed therein, give up than two miles, and I am afraid that tiey could
e what are called ths Bundavani digna ‘pans at -not e strrefly watched duringFustime ol wagn » -
" : . the south-east corner, as they offer greater faci- facture unless a larger number of Constables are
- © lities for smuggling than any of the other pans, employed than the usual staf.. There should be
| . - would all be desirable improvements, but they " a straight boundary line formed on the eastern
. will entail a large outlay of money which the side to make the watching operations effective.
. " manufacturers cannot be expected to incur. Ag _ oo ' ; - )
. ' it is with only four seasons of work in the last N e ) )
T -~ ten years, the manufacturers are quite indifferent - P
T " “about their Pans which they regard as so much
- .. lost propefty, and if we have to make a large .- -
., dittam next year to induce them even to restore ’
- the existing pans ag they used to be and work — . )
« them properly, will be a matter of difficulty, still ’ ) ‘
IR ’ . less will they be disposed to undertake improve- . : . .
“--7 7 -ments, - R e - e - 0 ‘ -
- © - ° .. (Signed) C.E. PLUNKZ™, R OSSN
it et < - a Deputy-Qollector. -
i . 1rue vopy,) . = -
o D = igned} G. VaxsAGN EW, _gm,,wwm e ———p ——
i‘..' . o Collector, - - - ) 54_ .. ;
P e T T e e |
\, _The brine formg into large and i xport trade in th-ls part of the district.

-

-16. Of the present establishment at Go--
, ’ gulapully as detailed
' M‘;’;‘;‘_I’ in the margin, I pro-

o B%  pose to dispense with
Superintendent w.ee.ce 50

- Clerk wu.....ceonweee 20 the services of the
A'::]tm“su? ermtend . 15 Assistant Superintend-
Shroff sy cosver 10.

ent and three Vet-
tians at a monthly
saving of Rupees 30,
should the station be

2 Peons,at 6 Rs, each 13
2 Measurers, at 6 Rs, :
each..,...coceuesnceee 13

6 Vettians, at 5 Ra.
B each..evciesen,.., 25

Cem T Motal, 148 determined for being

. abolished.

17.° Now with.regard to the salt-pans of
Iskapully, I consider that special notice ought
to be taken to have the most requisite pans
measured and formed in even lines. The pre-
sent state thereof is quite open for depredation,
.because they cannot be seen in one view even
from the watch-sheds. The ridges between
each pan are sometimes more than four feet high,
and they are further intervened by sand heaps,
open places and several natural channels of .
 backwater. The pans extend for about more
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'; : $= Gogulapuls Salt Station in Nellore Distyict,=
) ) * Disposal of certain papers regarding advisabili-

‘ . ‘ ty of retaining, deferred till question a8 to re-
tention or abolition of export salt-platform ab

Iskapalli is decided.—A reduced establishment

to be kept on at furmer station, in meaptime.
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