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No. 891" _Rcz;.dthefollowmg letter Im the Conservator of Korests ~t3 55—
Secretary to Government, Revers Department, dated Pulney Ilills, 20tk
September 1871, No. 483 ; — ' ‘

ITavING just madea tour in the Tinwelly range I wish to report specially
on several points, ‘ : S

2. The ghaut-forests are becominggnually of more value and the revenue
1s steadily increasing ; it is most imporat therefore that the question of the
boundaries between Government foreste1d those of Travancore and the boun-

&

3.  With the exception of a small ha'let of about 30 hill-men in the foresta
above Paupanassum, there are no inhabit s whatever in any of these ghaut-tracts ;
they are quite untrodden except by wild ‘wsts, and there are no rights except on
the lower slopes, and, excepting the reg ‘ar passes, there are no fuot-paths or
tracks through from the eastern to the W(;{Crn side, so that these forests can be
treated absolutely as State forosts and strit reserves,

4. Of the great importance of thesc mountain-forests, and their proper con-
SCIVAncy in conncetion with the water-sup)ly of the Tinnevelly District, there can
be no two opinions; but in addition to thi I feel certain they will, in future years,
become a mine of wealth to the State in tieir yield of timber, cte, The diﬁ'erex{t
Zemindary tracts will, however, alwaysYe an obstacle to conservancy, and it
will be worthwhile for Government to bu”~ them up, or obtain perpetual leases at
Sums beyond their present value, Wh'n the boundaries have been settled ar}d
when Government have decided what cla'ms are to be acknowledged, there will
not, I think, be much dichuIty, though hizh rates will be always asked in the first
instance, The Collector informs me thai;,. Le has had-an offer of a lease of the
Sivaghcrry forests for R, 4,000 annually. ::’I‘his 13 a large sum, and I think consic.i-
crably more than the present annual yiel"fd of the forests would authorize ; but it
would be Impossible to make an approximaf‘to valuation of the forest attached to the
Zemindary, until the boundarjes between I ‘ravancore on the west and Government
forests on the south are definitely settled, 3 The Collector has also been offered an
annual lease of e ‘small tract in the i;south, known as the Kutlaymallay, for
Rs. 4,000. I believe the proprietors are pro'ﬁbabl y making something like this sum at
prescut; butthey are clearing it ont indisc1”iminately, besides poaching on Govern-
ment forests, and it will e quite exhauste d in two or threo years. If we are to
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gx:n:e an Act and a proper system of con,
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?\\-'Ould szarc(:]y 1,(1 ‘ mg,;am;{atty adjoin.tnd unless we get the cosnllm(iglmg" thf-
3t the Siugamp;uty Z::lli:(};lle tlo treat ""the Kutlaymallay, Ttis :;;2;1;1;,{1:
matter s before G()Vernmo::l?t t:as t.m)’qz}m to the large tract in question, and t}u !
:'min,or, aund will be so for six ’)'el:l:‘slf ﬂmghgdis e nowlodsed tho Zemin’dar iSf i
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the stumpfed pri“é; o Ing 1n a report :Governinent on the question. Le on
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to the Westward, it W()uld’ I suppose, be c: ,ed by Travancore. How far the ma?s
in question are any authority I do notly ; but the Conservator of Forests 1n
Travancore told me that his Governmen re looking- to them as evidence in a
forest dispute with Cochin in the north. 1, =rsaw any spot so trodden down by
elephants and bison as was this little vayal; “elephants had been recently rubbing
against almost all the trees on the outsy & '\the forest near my encampment’
and Ibex swarmed on the rocky hill ridges ‘A very stinging elephant-ﬂy was in

great abundance, and caused us much am}_of /e
6. From the above it will be ceenn at the tracts in question are not
likely to prove of much ‘ :prest or plantation purposes, Or &3 a
I was luckily up on one of th .first five days after long continuous
1y blown and wretchedly wet locality
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sanitarium.
bad weather ; but the vaya

during almost all the south-west monsoon.

the Tinnevelly side ; the forest is too dense nd impenetrable on the eastern side,

and there is no track whatever. Travellingight and with half-a-dozen bill-hooks,
“irough in two or, perhaps, three days

it would, I think, be possible to cut one’swa I :
from the native Coffce estates above Caleaw  (d if Government wish Mr. Hayne
could undertake this in Felruary or March,x {he could also determine the water-

shed. _
{

7. My trip yielded some very interef* \

plants ; but they will shortly be figuredint’  flora®

8. The question of the Travancore G

ward into British territory, and our workit
s an important one, and should rece o attention of Government. . In
Government ‘opoly, and if we worked them into

1led to éellg) the Government ;> and on all other
uld be égrged, but we have no restrictions at

We have forests that can only be worked to the westward, and the

Travancore Government have again forests’ tat can only be worked to the east:
r. luty,and we have none,we must work

ward. If they have restrictions and animpo
in future years at a great disadvantage, and /{ would strongly recommend that any
tract that can only be worked by one Govf ‘nent into the territory of the other
should be leased to the Government intof’ ;se territory it 1s worked, either on
the stump-fee principle or ona perpetual leas ‘; The Travancore Sircar are alrea(.iy
working forests on the eastern slopes above ¥ jencota, where they possess & consid-
erable tract, and they intend commencing of fations clsewhere on our side of the
chain. The question may not be of great imP" rtance just at present, but at & future
time when conservancy and working are 8y tematic, as the
face of railways. Great complications may a1se, and the two departments .
to clash,and therewill be endlessdisputes about smuggling,ctc. Travancore, besides,
would not be likely to have ‘any consideratiof?for the water-supply to the east.ward,
and would only work foga profit, regardless of conservancy and the denudatl?n of
Great loss might consequently acct ivation in the plains of
*inder-sold, and conservancy thereby
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‘ ' . Forests, No. 12, - I‘ { ~ RErergEp to the Collector of Tm-‘
' nevelly for any remarks he may wish i .
- . ¢ toofler, whichwiil be submitted throuvh}
_ ' 3 1(5 " the boald of Revenue, §
e e o e ' (‘\ Extract.) ;
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