Proceedings ,of\.lhg Madras Government, Revenue Department,
B 2Eth Seplember 1871.

No. 336.  Read the following endorsement of the Secretary to Government,
Public Works Department, dated Ootacamund, 6th September 1871 :—

Read the follest\'ing letter from the Superintending Engineer, 8th Division, to the
Secretarw to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madura,
28th Augmi4 1871 Na 1.922. - = |

r. I »hedience to ti* v ! : it

T R ...+ - “~calmmngon me toNr'e'port upon the present °

1 %;‘gtz;c{::ﬁéthe Collector. uf* Madura; wth o cq0t condition cf certain Local Fund

I Letter from the Madura Range Oficer,  roads in the Madura District, I have the
- - | Lonour to observe—

1. Mr. Leggatt specifies the seven roads noted marginally as those for terming

1 feom T ik road the condition of which as ¢ disgraceful”
TRoad from Teroomungalum to junction with roa .
No. XIIL near Pullaputty, via Sholavandan. he regrets having been censured by

Do. from Teroomungalum to Ooslemputty. Government. Ilis letter No. 230, dated

Do. ,, Teroopavanum to Meyloor, . D _ . ]

Do. . Tovariman to Malakal. .25th. July 1871, is enclosed foF infor |

Do. ,, Vundyoor to Thooroomboor. mation.

Do.N ,kXSmdooputty to junction with' road” 2. 1 have inspected’ several of
0. XX,

Do. from Madura to Shevagungah. these roads; indeed, I may say vidé
' | tantum, and 1 confess I can’ see little
object in attempting to:bolster up the condition of the district roads ; the more
- especially considering that application for double travelling allowance has actually
been made to Government, on the score of the unsatisfactory state of several
of tho remaining roads in the-district, i.e., roads not included:in Mr. Leggatt’s
list (vide G. O., 10th August 1870, No. 1,905) wherein Lieutenant Christie, R.E.,
states, in paragraph 5 of his letter printed therewith, “ from the Peranai anicut
4 to Meyloor there is scarcely (with the exception of the trunk road which isof
“ no use to me) a single road in a state fit for wheeled traffic ; in fact, my bandies,
% s often as not have to go altogether across country, and breakages are in conse-
¢ quence very frequent.” ’

3. With regard to Mr. Arbuthnott’s alleged excuse for the present unsatis-
factory state of the road from Madura to Shevagungah, namely, that the water-
‘wuy allowed was wholly insufficient, I would simply call the attention of Govern-
ment to the fact corroborated by the Acting Collector, that this is the first time
‘that 8o important a defect has ever been brought to the notice of this department.
That the floods of November 1869 were very disastrous in their effects in this
division is notorious. Dut I can only say that, after examining every yard of tho
road on two separate occasions, and I do not imagine that Mr. Arbuthnott has ever
himself been over the road by day-light, I was unable to discover that the stated
lack of water-way is the cause of the unfortunate appearance of this ¢ road.”
Indeed, the general effete aspect of the track has a strangely desolate appearance ;
‘nor road nor avenue is there to encourago the traveller over that parched up
plain.

4. With regard to the other Local Fund roads in’ the district, it appears to
me too early in the day to particularise their defects. They more nearly resemble -
the Irish beggar’s coat, which our Royal Mistress has declared to consist of a nuinber
of holes tacked togcther. o |

.




|

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reve};/e Department,
25th September 187}. B

' r
5. To satisfy Government, however, that the bad state of the district roads
of Madura is not an idle ﬁctxon, emanatmg from what passes for the bfains of thls
" department, I forward
its enclosure just reg .ved from the
Collector. From thxs cnnlnmm it will be seen what a poor o

*'No. 1,5“, dated 19th August 1871.

,' ) Sub CQH»-: = e T T -»evenue Depav&ment

o 1 ememaa Butlagouuuoo ana Lruuigui. - ~_ ag ac o Mr. Busfs ondemnation-of this
work, I do not hesitate to say that his strictures are morefhau justified. ~

6. Itake the opportunity of mentlomng that the fine roads for which the

Town of Madura has been for- so many years celebrated are rapidly deteriorating

~ * under the charge of the Municipality, One officer here has assured me that in.

consequence of the many ruts into which the roads have, through neglect and the
absence of skilled superintendence, been allowed to wear, he is no longer able to

drive about the place as he was wont to do, as the jolting he now receives is more
than he can stand or rather sit.

TraNSFERRED to the Revenue Department, with reference to the endorsement
in that department on the Proceedings of"the Board of Revenue, dated 25th May
1871, No. 2,130.

(Signed)  J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government, P.W.D.

No. 330. . OrbER THEREON, 25th September 1871, No. 1,675.
OrDERED to be communicated to .

Local I No, 2. .
cal Funds, No. 2 l the Board of Revenue, with reference to

Civil Works. their Proceedings of 25th May 1871,

No. 2,130, The Government do not,

however, see that any good object can be attamed by pursuing this controversy any
further, All roads have now been transferred to the charge of the Local Fund
. Boards of which Superintending Engincers are members, and it will rest with them
to adopt measures for maintaining or placmo' the district roads in a satisfactory
condition for traffic.

2. The attention of the Collector of Madura, as President of the Municipality,

~ should be directed to the state of the roadsin that town which is condemned by the

Superintending Engineer,
(True Extract.)
" (Signed)  W. HUDLESTION,
Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Department Public Works.
»» the Financial Department.

Exd, F. R. Bantleman.
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