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. DProceedings of the wladras Govérnment, Revenue Department,
.. . - 2nd September 1871 |

' No.80.  Read the following Musurs ne 1S EXCELLESCY e PRESIDENT,

R o “dated Ovtacamund, 7th September 1871. .

. Tae G’oir"ernm;er_l.t possess, m the Superintendent of the Experimental and

~ Model Farms at Sydapet, an experienced and discriminating Agriculturist, whoso

" services they are about to employ ona large scale in the improvement of husban-
dry throughout the country. The scheme for the institution of provincial farms,

! which the Government have sanctioned, has reference to culti¥ation in the plains,

- and with reason, for the plains have the first claim on our attention. The hill .

. ranges of the Presideney do, however, also offer a legitimate subject of inquiry
" in this respect,and the Nilgiris, a3 the seat of the Government Sanitarium, of
_ an increasing planting interest, of an independent English population, of large
. establishments for the support and education of English and East Indian youths,
~ and of a Native population embodying a cultivating and a pastoral tribe, would

-

justify a special investigation. With this "view I would direct Mr. Robertson to
proceed to Ootacamund, when he can best be spared from his employments at the

. Presidency, for the purpose of reporting to Government.on the productive cap;a.-
- ¢ities of the district, and I would direct his attontion to the following pointsin

" particular, but not limiting him to these :—-

(1.) To the capabilities of the hills for the purposes of breeding horses,

. horned cattle, and sheep. |

. (@) To the facilities which these hills may afford -for the institution of‘
; small farms on the European system, worked in part, at least, by European labour.

(3.) : To the improvement of the husbandry of the hill-people. .
IL. It may be doubted whether the Nilgiri Hills would ever be well adapted

for breeding horses cheaply of a superior quality, such as are demanded" for

. the Army.- Horses would not be able to run out with safety in all parts of tfle
- plateau during the whole year ; they would require protection at night, artificial
* fodder, and skilled superintendence. ‘Good ‘stock might, no doubt, be bred by

private parties as a matter of taste, but it may be doubted whether Government |

" would ind such an undertaking profitable. Nevertheless, the question of horse-

" competent to decide it than I pretend to be.

breeding on the hills is one which may deserve to be examined by a person 1more

1II. The horned cattle of the hills are either a degenerate sort of ‘Native

' caftle, or & cross betieen the European and the Native breeds. .The latter does
: well ; but I question whewws the proper European races have been selected. - The

European blood has generally been imported from Australia, and I suspect that
. the English short-horn is usually the parent of the Australian stock. No ocne
- would, however, in Great Britain turn out the short-horn stock at a high elevation
in a moist climate. It has always appeared to me that the West Highland breed
| might prove to be well adapted to these hills, either asa pure stock or crossed with -
' the country cattle. They would ascend the highest steeps, stand very stormy weather,
* eonsume & rough deseription of herbage when there is grass on the ground, and be
" gatisfied with a coarse sort of hay, under the simplest cover during the great heats,
" and the heavy stress’of the monsoon. Mr. Robertson would, however, on’z'zcz'zrefu‘l
- inspection of the grasses of the country an(:l gf the existing sorts of cattle, Native or



Proceedings of the .-Varlrashernment, Revenue Depariment
: 22nd September 1871. ’

»

‘crossed, and on due consideration of thie temperature and rain-fall be able to decid

whether an improvement in the breéd of cattle on these hills is’ to be soocrlem' e

selection or importation. The depdt at Wellington and the markets of ?Jc oo

and Qotacamund offer a steady demand for beef, which is at present supplie(:iorilzoé.r
)

‘great measure, from the plains, though the pastures of the plateau would appear to
] ppear to

be capable of su yporting more numerous herds than i - ,
present mo'men‘t.} } ) : are driven over then at the
IV. A far greater boon to these Lills than a good o _
appropriate breed of sheep, for, in addition to the ng;e:gsl;:;‘; Otfh(:;ttle would be an
for which-a ready sale would be obtained in the country, ’Th ;meld be wool
the adjacent plains in the Coinibafore District would be too del; © Native sheep o%‘
these mountains all the year round, and the crosses which hlcalte o run out on
present time, effected with European breeds have not, in miy opj ave been, up to the
There is little use in attempting to raisea mOuntain,.breeg ?llillon, been j‘udicioué;
N ative stock with the Leicester, the Southdown, or the 1\10 sheep b}f crossing the
'gurning out these breeds in the pure state under an unconge I‘:'X‘I{lo races ; ‘
altogether r.epugnant to their habits. What is Wantedghela -Sky afld on pastures
inured to high elevations, steep ground, rough weathet, & hl‘e 8 .bfeed of sheep
and coarse grasses. The habits and qualities appro ’ . eavy rgm-fall,‘ wet soil,
be found in the Cheviot and black-faced breeds usedpr e to the Nilgiris would
and Scotland; which are hardy; and which yield good 0::1 ttxe borders of England
aseful wool. That sheep should be proitable here, It “ 'on .and a heavy clip of
ghould be a?)le.to run out the whole year in all Wez:.th 18 indispensable that they
require artificial shelter or artificial focd, though it ers ; that they should never

them at night for protection against the attacks ofwo}lld be necessary to fold
would stand such hardships it would be the black-fa V(;lld beasts, If any - sheep
affirm that they could do so, but it might possibl ge Scotch sheep, I do not
woul(% be more capable of giving an opinion on ); hee Wortl} trying, and no one
experu.neflt than Mr.. Robertson, after local inspect; expediency of making the
’Comr;/l}smgner a‘r;fi Wltl} experienced residents olI; th;ol?iuand consultation with the
. Some discussio , ' S .
of appropriating portioxilsl?: 0:1(1:: 1'1;.(? f.r om t_ime to time Tespeétin the vossibili
Turopean agricultural Setfi . vgirt Hills for the pur s 6p0ss1.b11.1 ty
European AgTICH Hers; for the purpose, in fact. of o pose of establishing
mft;‘lunglxsh ru;al.p.opulatlon. On a first view ,of th ct, of ereating a self-support-
, mlgt-lt seem promising to an inexperienced oye. Tz Platfaau Suf:h an undertaking
or tfon.(_)f'.the year ; the temperature is congenial ¢ tl? imate is fino for 4 large
soil is rich’; there are apparently large tracts of 0 the European constitution : the'
market ; these are conditions favourable to unappropriated ground )
crop:, frl;ilts ang valuable commodities for ex‘pirlz
isa friendly and fostering :
- erially )t’ . qualifye:?c?l a;ltllor1ty. A close inspection and analys; .
w‘arm‘ vide of tho hills s o fLV.ourable expectations, Much of thz’sm, however, tend
puilding is excessive ; th: Jb:ct to the rights of native cultivaf;g 00d~ tand on the
e o and aducarin o Phce of 1abour is high; clothing o dc the cost of
crops, fruits, and vegetabl ould be costly and diicult of acceZS' th s medu':al
the wants oven ofa hbumblee;g Would offer little money-remunerat’:' e sale of grain-
' uropean family ; the returns of tea ;ZI(; :giril‘l Pafeil .
ce-cultura

far less bj

v
2

"and green crops. The same defect is apparent from the deficiency of

Proceedings of the Madras '~ | }enf, Revenue Depart-mé"ﬁt, |
22nd Seplember 1871.

‘are slow and liable to great fluctuationz?” A pdfpr man would find it“di'ﬁi_cult to
" establish and maintain himself; a richer man would prefer to go elsewhere. My

own impressions are decidedly unfavourable to the hillsas a scene of agricultural

téettlement for Englishmen; but I think that it would tend to the correction of
erronecus impressions and to the formation of sound opinions that this question

should be illustrated by the report of & person of unquestionable judgment and
practical knowledge in such matters. 'The formation even of & ‘limited-worki_ng
and self-supporting English cormurity on these hills, if it could be effected under
favourable conditions, would not be without importance either in a commercial or

-~ ‘political point of view; and the basis for sucha community migh‘t be found, in part,

in the Male and Female Military Orphan Asylums, which are about to be perma-
nently established on the Nilgiris. Thereis the land, and there are the people; the
question is whether they could be made to suit each other. = _.

V1. The cultivation now practised by the Badagas displays a considerable
variety of small cereals adapted to the climate and the soil, an increasing applica:
tion of manure, and more care and neatness in the weeding of the crop than is
usual in the plains. It may be doubted whether a greater weight of grain or &
greater amount of human sustenance would be r:_ised by ‘thg substitution of
European sceds or crops on a given area than that which is now obtained. The

> . poverty of the cattle betrays, h@wjre_ver, the want of root-crops, artificial grasses,

P R ¢

hay in the

“market of Ootacamund. The system of grain-cultivation is associated with long

fallows. The prineiple of ijotb.fion or substitution of erops is imperfectly practised.

" AVithout entertaining any very enthusiastic hopes of a rapid improvement of Native

cultivation under European impulse on the hills, it can scarcely be doubted that,

_under the existing revenue agencies, useful innovations might be gradually per_Oted,

Com- '

and the suggestions of Mr. Robertson would not be without value to the
missioner. - . L . c

Should the Government see fit té adopt the step here proposed, and-sanctlon
an investigation of the agricultural condition and prospects of the Nilgiris by the

Superintendent of Government Farms, we should then be ab)éfg ‘Edﬁ.z }g{hE?;a

a Government undertaking, either for ‘breeding stock or for the~improvementsd!

vt tisgennel 0T
of the country, who are placed in circumstanceé,g&dlvgal}ywﬁg'éi‘enE?;bgtt-”we have a
duty to our own cdliri_.tty_men"who_,“haye Eegﬁ"é'ast_,f.tg)i': ﬁegejs_ity“or Cl.lOl.Ce, on this
portion of English territory, and wg possess in th& Lawrence Asylum, in its }
d attached to it, {lis elements and means of expenmental

which we might make, would never be of broad utility tor pomﬂ”a,tioﬁ

power, and in the lan

culture. . G
' (Signed) NAPIER.
R )
No. 305. OrDER THEREON, 22nd September 1871, No. 1,658.
: : ~ Tue Government have recently
\ Misccllaneots- resolved on tliel_.estab}ishment of three

son’s superintendence in the low country for the improvement of agriculture, and,
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.‘ii experimental farms under Mr. Robert.
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Proceedings of the,;bladragas »oonment, Revenue Department,
" 22nd Septenher 1871.

in furtherance of the same object, they deym it expedient that Me. Robertson sliould
proceed to the Nilgiris, when his duties elsewhere will best permit, and place himself

in communication with the Commissioner, in view to instituting such cxtended

inquiries as will enable him to report to Governinent full y on theagricultural éondi-
tion, capabilities,and prospects of the hill-district, especially in regard to the breeding
of horses, cattle, and sheep ; to the facilities for establishing small farms on the
European system, worked in part, at least, by European labour; and to the improve-
ment of the husbandry of the hill-people. . :

2. [Ilis attention should also be directed to the planting operations already
undertaken there by private individuals in comnection with tea,
cinchona, and to the comparative profitableness of sech enter
locality and circumstances of market, labour-su
available for employment, as contrasted with the P
followed in Great Dritain,

3. The Commissioner will afford Mr. Robertson all the assistance in his
power in prosecuting his inquiries, and will put him in the w
available information on former experiments in hill-farmin . )

4. The Government believe that Mr. Rohde went to considerable expense
in rearing cattle on the hills, and that Colonel Morgan has done the same in regard

on to the same subject.

- coffee, and
prises in the special
pply, and capital employed/ or
rospects of farming on the system

ay of obtaining all

The Missionaries at Kaity have also, it is believed, tried agricultare in g systematic
wayyand on a comparatively extended seale, Mr., Robertson may doubtless derive
valuable information from these quarters, and it ig Possible that the records of the
Kartairy experiment may furnish something. useful, as also those of the tea.
experiment under Mr. Rae.

5. The Minute of His
cietail, the points on which
opinion and advice. T.h ey leave it to him to bring forward any other matters
connected with the subject on which he mg

¥ wish to submit his views. He will
forward his repor/t;through the Board of Revenue, ,

~ (True Extra,ct,)

Captain, R.E.,
4 Ofig. Joint-Seey., P.W.D.,
. ’ . C % /“ {‘,- N )
To Mr. W. R. Robertson; Superintendent Government Experimental Farm.
,» the ITonorary Secretary to the Government Experimental Farm.
,, the Commissioner of the Nilgiris,
,, the Board of Revenue.
,, the Accountant-General. \
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 22nd September 1871.

No. 306.  Read the following Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th

September 1871, No, 3,880 :— ‘

Read the following letter from the Commissioner of the Nilgiris, to the Secretary
- to the Doard of Revenue, dated Ootacamund, 23rd August 1871, No. 101,

It has been brought to my notice to-day,

- Report for 1870-71, that my letter No. 15 of 21st February 1871, regarding
certain arrears of assessment due by certain planters, was, by an oversight, addressed
to the Revenue Sccretary to Government instead of to the Board.

; 2. I now forward you copy of the letter and a list of the arrears, and would
| - be obliged for early orders as to whether I am to carry these arrears still longer on
wy books, or write them off, or collect them, -

while preparing my Scttlement

—

Excrosorz No. 1.

From the Commissioner of the Nilgiris, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

~ dated Ootacamund, 21st February 1871, No. 15,

I nave the honour to call the attention of Government to paragraph 6 of their Order of 2nd

October 1869, No, 2,704, on the subject of remission of arrears of assessment applied for by
Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. on behalf of the Carnatic Coffee Company. I send herewith a further
leiter from those gentlemen on this matter.

2. Itis possible that the Board of Revenue have replied to Government O
ST 2y mbe. 2829 by thin-tims ; ffen TV e - 0 . T

passing- carly orders on the whole question of relief to be afforded to the Nilgiri p]an}:c-rs.

3. The enclosed statement of outstandings will show that

money is held in abeyance, pending such orders. . '
: ~

= )+ ene

the collection of large sums of

—
Ed

Excrostre No. 2,

. 'Froﬁ Messrs. A. MACKENZIE axp J. S. ROBERTS, Liquidators, Carnatic Coffee Company, .
* (Limited), to the Commissioner of the Nilgiris, dated Madras, 17th February 1871,

v

Wk are in receipt of your letter dated 15th instant, applying for payment of arrears of
assgssment and survey and demarcation charges on Prospect land.
2. We beg ‘to remind you that the matter is still under consideration of Government ; at

least, iY settled, no notice has been sent us to that effect.

3. You willno doubt remember that on 16th January 1869 Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. applied
to Government for sundry concessions, and further for an entire relicf from assessacnt until the
plantation should come into bearing. _ ~ :

4. Orders were pasged in regard to the concessions asked for ; but as to the
Government passed an order on 2n0d October 1869, as follows :— .

‘“ Before deciding on the third request preferred by Messrs Arbuthnot & Co., the Govern-

‘*“ ment desire to receive the Board’s reply to Government Order under date the 7th instant,
“ No. 2,526.” \ '

5.

prayer for rclicf,

~

We do not know what further has occurred, but we have reccived no intimation that our
application for relief has been refused. ’ ‘ . .

6. ‘Under these circumstances, may we ask you kindly to give the sulject your attention,
and, if ncce-sary, have an order passcd on our application. .
7.. We shall be glad to sce the matter finally disposed of in our favour.
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Proceedings of the Madras Governmeni, Revenue Department,
22nd September 1871:
Excrosvee No. 3.
Statement of Outstanding of Revenue.
Names of defaulters. Period for which in arrears. Amount. |Remarka.
RS. A. P.
Captain Jennings ... . Fusly 1279 .. 150 0 9
Mr. Phiilips ... .. Fuslies 1274, 1275 “and 1276 v 13,742 0 38
Messrs. Money, McIvor and Wa,n-
chope ... ... ... | Fusly 1279 ... 1,387 810
Carnatic Coffee Company e eue Fuslxes 1275, 1276 1277 1278 '
1279 ... .. . |[1,721 10 11
Mr. Findlay ... ... .. .. ... |Fuslies 1274, 1275 and 1276 .| 500 511
Mr. A. L. Brown . .. ... ...!Fuslies from part of 1273, 1274
1275, 1276 to 1277 and 1279 . 958 15 2

SuBMITTED for the early orders of Government, with reference to the Proceed- -
ings of the Board dated 6th September 1870, No. 5,611, in which proposals were

submltted for the gradual liquidation of these arrears.

2 In the meantime the collection of arrears must remain in suspense under

Cemdem

~

Government Order No. 2,533, dated 8th September 1869, with the exception - of
those outstanding against Captam Jennings which should apparently be collected

L S P Y W o I A

No. 307.

- m— . e -

‘ORDER THEREON, 22nd September 1871, No. 1,659,

Land Revenue.

THE cases will be disposed of -

dnﬁcl:’ (2 YaYS N \ff\vnmlmr <2Q00n

of ¢ Cowle” retrospectlvely to planters on the N 1loms and in the Wynaad.

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd F. R. Bantleman,

(True Extract.)
(Signed)

t
W. HUDLE. TON,

under the G. . dated 22nd September
1871, No. 1,656, allowing certain terms °

Secretary to Government,
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