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'_Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ 15th September 1871.

No. 209.  Read the following endorsement of the Under-Secretary to Govern-
ment, Public Works Department, dated 28th August 1871:—

Read the following letter from the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways, to
the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,
23rd August 1871, No. 358,

Witk reference to G. O. No. 85, dated 18th August 1870, I have the honour
to forward .letter No. 478, dated 16th instant, from the Agent and Manager of the'
Madras Railway, on the subject of wood being obtained beyond the limits of the

Madras Presidency, and floated down the Toongabudra for use on the North-West
Line. o ’

2. The Agent stated in October last that, owing to reductions in the Engi-
neer Establishment, be had no one then available to depute for examination of the
fuel-resources of the country along the Toongabudra, though he would keep the
matter in view ; and the Chief Enginecr now reports that the records in his office
are sufficient to show that the wood cannot be obtained at a remunerative rate,

8. Timber has been floated from the Nuggur forests as low as Walvapoor ;

there is then land-carriage of 60 miles to Bellary, at 5 Rs. per 1,000 lbs., or about
Rs. 11§ per ton, which is altogether a prohibitory price.

., Encrosuore No. 1.

From the Acting Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Acting Consulting
Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 16th August 1871, No. 478,

ADVERTING to this Office letter No. 568 of the 8th October 1870, and to Government Order
No. 1,192, dated the 8th of August 1870, on the subject of the proposed examination of the country
along the banks of the Toongabudra as regards its resources in fuel, 1 have the honour to quote as
follows from a commurication® I have received
from the Acting Chief Engineer :—

* I beg to inform you that it has not hitherto been found practicable to depute an officer of
*the Engineering Staff to examine the country along the Toongabudra as regards its resources in
** fuel.

*‘ There are, however, records in this office which appear to me to dispose of the question,
““ and to render it unnecessarythat it should be further proceeded with,

**In July 1859 Mr. Bryce, one of the Resident Engineers of this Company, was deputed to
*‘report °regarding the supply, cost, and quantity of timber obtainable from the Nuggur forest

** ¢ for the North-West Liue of Railway.’ . :

* From his report (dated Sheemooga 21st July 1859) it appears that “the furthest point
¢ ¢ to which timber has hitherto been floated down the river is Walvapoor, which is sixty miles by

‘¢ road from Bellary.’ Mr. Bryce himself examined the river at a point a little below Walvapoor
** (namely, at Humpy), and came to the conclusion from the rocky nature of the river-bed that
““ © it would be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to float the timber beyond this point.’

2. It thus appears that a heavy land-carriage would have to be incurred in order to bring
the timber to the nearest railway station (Bellary) after it had Leen floated down the river. In
Mr. Bryce’s estimate this land-caf'riage is set down at Iis. 5 per 20 cubic feet. This, in the case
of wood suitable for fuel, would be about equivalent to a rate of ka. 5 per 1,600 lbs., and when it

® No. 450, dated 15th August 1871,

. 8 considered that the original cost of the wood aund of its water-carriage has still to be added on,

in order to arrive at its total cost delivered at Bellary, I do not think the suggestion of providing
fuél from this source need be further entertained.

.
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Proceedings of the Madras G'overnment Revenue Department,

15th September 1871,

TRANSFERRED to the Revenue De

partment, with reference to the orders in that

department, No. 1,192, dated Sth August 1870,

No. 210.

(Signed)  A. pxC. SCOTT, Captain, R.E.,
' " Under-Secretary to Government, P, W.D.

OrDER THEREON, 15th September 1871, No. 1,612.

CommunicaTED to the Board of'

Eorests, No. 7.
Revenue and to the Conservator of

Forests,

(True Extmct.)
. (Signed)

W HUDLESTON,

Secrelary to Government.
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The Consulting Engincer

for Railways,

The Scerctary to Government,
. W. Department,
Fort St. George.
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