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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, {
4

21st August 1871.
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:Read again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th April 1871,}
No. 1,740, recorded in G. O., 11th May 1871, No. 830, Revenue Depart-

ment.

!
:
)
Read also the following papers :— :

No. 234. From the Secretary of the Local Muscum, Rajahmundry, tothe Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Coonoor, 5th June 1871.

It has just come to my knowledge that the Government have called upon the

_Sub-Collector of the Godavery District to furnish a report regarding the Museum at }

“Rajahmundry, in order that they may determine on the advisability of convertinggS

. the building into an office. As1 am at present absent from Rajahmundry, and am !

. thercfore unable to refer to the Museum records to enable me to present a remon-;
- strance on the subject on behalf of the Committee, I have the honour to request ,
; that the Government will be good enough not to come to a final decision until my -
; return to Rajahmundry, so that I may consult the Committee as to the course We‘f
. should pursue. To the best of my knowledge #he Luilding docs not belong to Goy-*

© ernment, and cannot be converted to any other than its present use. laving;

IR :

" resided at Rajahmundry for some years, I know that the Museum is much appre- .

. ciated by all classes of the community, and on their account I should heartily'

]

/ regret its abolition. I hope to rctura at the commencement of next month, .~

i

' No. 235. From the Secretary of the Local Museum, Rajahunundry, to the Chief?
\ Secretary to Government, dated Coonoor, 19th June 1871. l

!+ A row days ago I had the honour to address you on the subject of the Museum
. at Rajahmundry being converted into an office for the Sub-Collector, and I shall.
" be much obliged by your kindly sending me a copy of any correspondence that;:
may have taken place on the subject, in order that I may lay it before the Museum.
- Committee imumediately on my return. I propose to leave this on the 80th instant.*

. From the Acting Sceretary to Government, Revenue Department to the Secretaryri
of the Local Muscum, Rajahmundry, Coonoor, dated 26th June 1871.

Ix acknowledging your letter of 19th June, regarding the Museum at Rajah K
mundry, I have the,honour to inform you that the Government are awaiting further,
information about the building. When it arrives your letters will be considered’
along with it. : }
No. 236. From the Secretary to the Local.Muscum, Rajohmundry, to the.

Secretary to Government, Rcvenue Department, Madras, dated Rajahs
mundry, 15th July 1871, No. 9. ‘ S

I nave the honour to inform you that the Committee of the Rajéhmundr}
Local Museum have unanimously requested that I will forward to Government
a brief but strong remonstrance against the present Acting Sub-Collector’s pro-,
posal to convert the Muscum premises into an office for himself. i

9. The Committee would respectfully submit that the building does not
. _ belong to Government, because 3 grant-in-aid has been afforded to the institution,!

i
i
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any more than i

inaid betng g{: E;l\;a(.)‘cre t:;chool-house would become their property on a grant-

chicfly built, snd bas sinc: l?upport .of the school. The Museum building was

the Committes somtler een Jentlrel-y repaired, by private subscriptionso' and
at the proprietary right to the building is vest;d in

them on behalf of the

s ' th community of Rajahmund y, 80
- f : hd

Museum, for which it was originally in:czjnﬁled ¥y so long as it iskept up as a

3. The Committ
c e ee are ready, i i :
institation in answer to fhe AC.Y, if required, to give a detailed report on this

. ti
that it has not failed, althoueh, o 8 Sub-Collector’s statement. They consider
oy

the revenuc-offici o7 f course, it micht b i . .
c-officials of the district took zm, intere:t in ‘;tc‘)‘:ﬁi‘?’“}i}(’l lmtprc:ive(}] 1f
. erstand that

the Acting Sub-Col .

The furnzﬁure is Ov:zi:ﬁr tlllas estimated the contents of the Museum at Rs, 20

larger sum. The state}nen;at}’ a"fl the articles exhibited are worth a ver S-m (;1
showing the number of the visitors during the ilst If{l(;e

years will prove the gr
great popularit
2s a place of public resort, y of the Museum, and the surrounding garden

" 4. Tappend a round-robin from t] id

. . ind 1e resid

preservation of this institution. v .
b4

ce a i

.

ents of Rajahmundry in favour of

hich was spontanesusly presented to th
sday last, )
" No. 237 P ]
. 237, rocecd
mgs of the Beard of Revenue, dated 25th July 1871,

Read the followi - 3,008
wing letter Y
Acting g from the Collector of the Godavery District, to the

Sceretar »
1871, No. 200, Y to the Board of Rev'cnue, dated Cocanada, 7th June

Witu
Revenue De; Z‘i’;‘;i‘z t(:) the (:J‘rovernm.ent Order dated 11th ult;itno, No. 830
No. 1,569 of the 10th’ o ;nmumcated witli the Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneou;
letters dated 31st Mav m, ~I have the honour to forward copies of Mr. Gribble’
ay and 5th June, Nos, 101 and 111, respectively, givine fu“s
o

information r i I
egardmg tne LIUSGHI’H at Rajahmun y, I p i y lit
(1]' accompan Od b a 3

(in original) of articl i
o ongn es contained therei i :
Visitors from May 1866 to May 1871101‘0\“’ and two lists showing the number of

2. 1have, on the several oc

soen A ¢ casions w 'o3
above six or eight visitors in the IllerlllI have visited Rajahmundr}’ T
wall o , neve

g garden, I am
one. 4

one- T.he nvmher of Jonations
Istrict itself is very small

From the Actipe o X
cting Sub-CoIIector, to the Colleet tho' y
: ctor o

" the Godavery Distr] ]
Ord WK reference to youp | S1st Mag 1971, No, 101, 0 dated Tajahmundry,
r \q ur jet M - *
e; I\os:. 142-143, dateq lltz t(cll' No. 79, dated 23rd jnstant enclosine
- The Museum appe tdem, I have the honour to ma.k, I 05 copy of Government
and gevera] object Ppears to have been started in 1854-55 o éle following report.
92 ; a Contral Committee was formed
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Dr. Balfour, the then Curator of the Madras Museun. The Government grant towards the
° Museum was then Rs. 50, and this was afterwards increased to Rs. 55 per mensem. At first the

, objects were placed in a temporary shed, but in August 1850, subscriptions, amounting to

Rs. 2,000 having been collected from residents of the town and the district, Government sanc- §

* tioned a grant-in-aid of Rs. 2,000, which sum I find from the Museum accounts was duly drawn and <”
' expended.  The present building was then erected out of an old bungalow formerly the property of |

“ the Collector Mr. Prendergast, and purchased at auction by the Museum Committee for that-,

5 purpose,
3. The objects for which the Museum was started appear to have been an improvement of the

z; people by a display of curious and rare productions of nature and science and by lectures on these :

" subjects to bring home to them the uscfulness of inventions and manufactures. With this in view
' the Museum was especially started in Rajahmundry, because there is here a first class Provineial |
. Schiool, the pupils of which it was hoped would greatly benefit from the Museum. As far as theso !
* objects are concerned, the Museum has, T am of opinion, entirely failed ; no lectures on scientifie ‘
: and the visitors to it are not very many as will be seen by the subjoined
list. The articles of interest are very far from numerous or indeed of any great interest ; I may !
mention, amongst others, two or three models of machinery which are greatly out of order, a box |
" containing patterns of cloth sold at the Central Jail, specimens of flour, ete., sold elsewhere in the
j district, some wooden dolls representing the late Sub-Collector Mr. Webster gitting in Cutcherry, \
~ and two old fashioned models of ships. Arnexedisa complete list of the contents of the Museum.
,\ 1t is true that there are several cases of mineral and other natural productions, but I do not think
i that they are of such value that Government should incur a monthly expenditure of Rs. 55 in’
“ maintainipg them. The natives of the district éppnar to bhave little or no intercet in adding to°
the collection, and, as far as T'can ascertain, its contenis are but slightly added to every year.
. There is an old photograpkic machine and & magic lantern, but 1 am not aware that they are ever;
publicly exhibited. S
4. Some months ago the building was in disrepair and a sum of Rs. 1,667-8-0 was raised
_ by local subscription, to which was added Rs. 750 subscribed by Government on account of,
repairs in 1808 ; the total amount spent upon the repairs being Rs. 2,234, It therefore appears’
that the public have gubseribed about Rs. 3,700 towards the cost of the building, and that
Government has contributed Rs. 2.750 plus sixtecn or seventeen years' maintenance. I do not.
think that the present Commit! “rould willingly give the building up, and as it has been partly’
© built and entirely repaired by Tocal subscription, I do not think that Government could fairly;
order the transfer of the building to the Sub-Collector unless the amount raised by private subserip-
tion were returned to the subscribers. A ‘great many of the subscriptions from the natives
", consist of small sums of one Rupce, etc. The money was chiefly raised amongst the European ,
. officials and the wealthy Zemindars. Thus the late Collector, Mr, Purvis, subscribed Rs. 500
s Several of the Zemindars Rs. 9200 and 100 each. A list of the original subscribers exists,
. and tho amounts given by cach could without difficulty be returned to them. I doubt whether:
" the Committeo could be compelled to give up the building, though they would doubtless be }‘

¢ subjects are given there,

'+ obliged to do 0 if the Government refused to sanction the further disbursement of a maintenance «

rant. ) . :
, ’ 5. TIn 1862, when the Provincial School-Liouse was burnt down, the then Committee refused.
{ o give up the Muscum to be converted into a school, but allowed it to be occupied by the school as

s temporary measure for some §ftoen months. Should the Government not deem it de'sira’blg todo’

away entirely with the Museum, I would strongly recommend that this plan be azain adopted, amd}s
. that the building be occupicd by the Sub-Collector until a regular Cutcherry can be built. Ihe;
Government grant to the Muscum might then be allowed to accumulate, and when the Sub-:

Collector is callcd upon to vacate the Museum, there would be a considerable sum in hand for the

purchase of new oljects.
6. As regards the suitability of the building
ono. It consists of onec large room with two rows of columns ;

LR

o

‘ ]
for an office, it is most admirably adopted for:
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at one enl are two small rooms i
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roceedings of the Madras Gover . - . . ‘ .
” S Colst Au f fg;elnt’ Lievenue Depariment, ; yoo Proceedings of the Madras Government, Igvenue, Department, s
! . < OUSL . ! ! H . :
: e : P 21st August 1870, : 1
] \ | ; - : 1
which could be used for records. The largze room is more than sufficient f o y ooy ‘ ; :
the Sub-Collector’s Office, and a portion should be partitioned off for 1;; u(zz 2?9,&6(1;1;‘%?0“ of ! b 2. T am informed that none of the visitors entered in the above statement came for the sake , ; '
and one or two Clerks. This, however, would cost but little, as the p'u‘tuitio . d reristadar ‘ ; of the reading room, but to look at the contents of the large hall. It appears a fixed number of ‘ ;,J
wooden one. The remaining Clerks could be seated round the r;om and w:oul 1 nhx'xle cd only be a ; . men, not exceeding seven or eight, consisting chiefly of those employed in the public offices at e
under the eye of the Sub-Collector. The house is a terraced one’ and shoul’dv:hl' sbGat work, be , | ) this place, now and then attend the reading room, where newspapers are left. I believe that Iam A
see fit at any fatare time to enlargo it, this could be easily do;e a6 1 compa et' ;)vcrn'mfsnt . ! not wrong in attributing part of the visitors to applicants coming to the Municipal meetings which .
expense. The house 'iﬁx ?dmira.bly situated in & central position opposite tlf)e r;:zfciuinfm,g 5 1 meet outside the building, and who aré in the habit of inspecting the Museum until their petitions . %x : |
.o house, ?,m-i almost adjoining the Civil Court and the residences and offices of the Jud.rc 01'; B are heard. ] ) N
t@e Superintendent of Police. It isjust outside the native town, and is in rcality the be”: a.rl ! — i ;
e . ey . ’ ] bt
E}):sx.ble H Bilot:'ld Govelzrnment consider it necessary to build a Cutcherry, the only other avmiI:’:JIQ { Excrosure No. 6 % b
1te 13 nearly two miles from the European houses beyond the oth d f e . . ’ ’ ‘
. ; er end of . .. . )
v,entf‘l'e to point out that if a new Cutcherry is built, it would cost at least ;{s. tfg (g(:)‘(v)n" Ilwmﬂd - .ABSTRACT'—Statement showing. the numbr of wisitors £ the Museun during the last five |
I'nd if Government could obtain the Museum, it would, including the necessar ’1  Tiereas, ' official years. ’ i
[ little more than Rs. 4,000 if so much. v altcrations, cost g é R /s
7. Asfar as concerns the transferri
A . : ansferring of the contents of yye t E .
occupied by my office, I beg to say that this might be done s&slgxrfemg to the building now SusmITTED to Government with reference to Government Order, 11th May
o 3 kK 10 Commi
ir:rilst thebbuxldmg from the owner; but I would remark that this buildine is szll(;itfae '(jiictmd ﬁ;to 1871, No. 830. i
3 Wills 1 : : ; \
. the Mt::e sltntesrh :;111:1«5: forl ;x Musex;m t}]xan an office. Tam inclined to think that thi conc;en:s atf 9. The Museum was partly built, and las been entirely repaired by public '
. e sold or sent to the Madras institut] N tnts i y rt with it.
E fetch more than Rs, 200 at an auction. o whether]:}mtumn’ tbot.lgh T doubt whether they would subscription, and the Committee have all along refused to pa i
) exceed their value, e cost of their transit to Madras would not 3. Mr. Gribblo now proposes to orrow 1t and the Board understand he
I 8. Lwould again respectfully urge tho necessity of providi . does so without the consent of the Committec.
tht? writing this letter in a tent in the middio of the hot we'\t;xel: i::lw;m .50;1 : bu(;ldlng o 4. Ttis clear no countenance can be given to this proposal. The number
813 every prospect thet I shall b . ‘ 10t winds, and at present O e e s g :
monsoon which is now a ead Not ozlvei :Zh?ontmue to work under canvass throughout the of visitors, 1,000 a-month, shows that the institution is fairly popular if not very
considerable risk to my iiea.lth sinon “eitl; 18 far from pleasant, but is, 1 would also urge, of instructive.
. g, W e . . . .
bents which you are aware means a fa " great " camporin head-quarters Ihave to work in 5. The only practicablo course is to sanction permanent extra tentage until ‘t
It is true that L h ; ¢r exposure to the sun than is me. with in & building. H
ave been to some expense ; . & a new office can be provided. ‘
I would also bring to Jour notice thas ponse In erecting a thatched roof to protect my tent, but . 1 int of thi }
exposuro to the sua and rate ;n ! at n‘o}t Owaly have I to undergo the inconvenienco and risk of an 6. Txtra tentage has been allowed by Government pending the receipt o | 18 ;{
the extra tontage which T shouldegl S, *vi.also that I have r~t even the satisfaction of drawing report in Government Order, 26th May 1871, No. 934. : '
through my work under th be enutled to were Tto r *¥ =« tents a few miles off and ‘ \ :
S o ﬂ:e y i under 1:; 1 Same circumstances, since you awarth o440 pass my ¢ ’t bgo b
period during which I i : . " a entage bil ' ; v . N
again remark tL g Wiich 1 am in Rajahmundry, pending u. orders of the Board. I i No. 238. Orprcr THEREON, 21st August 1871, No. 1,439. } \i
remar at hitherto the Revenue-officer in Rajahm ndry h o would | o
Court in his own house. 'The house is a small one andJcons}lst;rd a]s b;e“ unmarried, and held | Frox the papers now recorded it is ¥
e .. . A 13t9 mer s ‘ i . . '
of which it is absolutely impossible that I can hold my Court rely of four rooms, in any one ( Miscellancous. evident that the Rajabmundry Muscum oo
E ‘ N , | building doesnot belong to Government, ‘
. Ewcrosore No. 2,—Catalogue of articles contained in the Gover : and cannot bo assigned by them for the S ub-Collector’s Office. A good deal of ‘
Rajahmundry. nment Local Museum at i unnccessary correspondence and trouble might have been saved had the Collector |
I - or Mr. Gribble taken the trouble to ascertain the facts accurately inthe first instance. }
Excrosure No. 3.—List of things newly received : f 9. In faco of tho ropresentation made by the, Committee, it is evidently use- '
- — ’ ', l less to proposc cither to purchase or torent the building ; and unless some other \
: Excrosure No. 4. —Extracts fromFvisitors’ book for M ; , 5 suitable building can be purchased or rented for the Sub-ColIec'tor’s thc?, the.re *,
‘ r lay 1871, ' is no alternative but to sanction his drawing cxtra tentage until an office 13 built |
E 5 for him ; he meanwhile, providing all the necessary accommodation at his own cost. ;
, NcL 4 . . . '
From the Acting Sub-Collector, to the Coll e " . This course 13 sanctioned. |
’ 5thOJ mois(;f]the Godavery District, dated Rajahwundry, ‘ | 3. Tt is observed that Mr. Chisholm was requested to prepare and submit a . {
. un q 1 . .
L As requested in your letter of the 1st i i el ! ‘ plan for an office for tho Sub-Collector i
. 86 1n . . . [
.g “ﬁ ::a:?ﬁrz.er;t showing the number of visitors tos ti‘;t’LN 0.181;7, I have the honour to forward herewith | : Public Works Department, 1lst June 1869, .4 Rajabmundry on the date marginally L)
o 181 years. ocal Museum a¢ Rajshwundry during the last 2 j No. 1,78. noted. His attention will be called to b
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