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No. 182, ' Read the following letter {1 ‘the Sccretary to the Government of -

Revenue, and Commerce, (Agriculture

7 to the Government of Madras, dated
L e
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I an directed to forward, for'any nc
Councﬂ may deem it worthy of, a copy.
drawn up by Mr. Robinson, founded:- chle
Tobacco cultivation.

o 2. It is possible that in some part,
brief paper in the vernacular, not, of con
‘but unofficially, might prove useful. ¢

ENCLOSL

TOBACCO CULTIVATION, BEING A BRIEl
REPORT ON

H
B ]

» E]
¢ Tug introduction of a system of cultivation . ’
* qualities, requires so much care that it can onlyi

- mental farms.”’—Dg. Forngs-WarTsox.
) (Suppoging the area of ground on which i
" acre). —-anlose with o wall (brick) about one fof

) < The seed-bed. b

' " by two feet of strong stable-manure. When this b
. of prepared earth, and sow the seeds- -4
To gow the sced more carefully mix it witl

Sowing the seed.

Jshort paper on tobacco-cultivation,
tpon Dr. Forbes- Watson s Manual of

he country the circulation of this
under the authority of Government,
R -

b

i\'o. 1. ' . ’
¢ 3STRACT OF Dz. FORBES-WATSON'S

‘BACCO.

‘ €
1 preparation of tobacco, possessing first-rate

“that His Excelléncj the Governor in

uccessfully attempted by means of experi- -

tzperiment ts about to be tried to be an

d-a-half high a space five feet broad by
ﬂy-ﬁve fect long. Dig out the soil enclosed
i depth of two feet, replacing the soil removed

" 8 to ferment (to steam), cover with six inches
¢ -

tte wood-ash, and scatter the whole equally
r the surface of the prepared ground (the
. d ought to fall about four to the square inch,

_ but mth go small a gram ag tobacco, it is 1mpossxb e to be exact), and cover with an inch of good ‘

. " mould. 1y
After sowing water the sced-bed w1th a fine-rged watering pot. The sowing bed should be
Prov:ded with a reed-mat covering, which after

Aftor- cure for the seed,

A

SO ) Watermg should be stretched across from wall to

: wall Thls coverm" ghould be taken off (to allos o
. admit fresh air) for two hours every morning an, )
Three.days after the first sowing the bed ¢
s carly mornings).

L.

he stcam from the manure to escape and to

21y evening. .
d be watercd again. (N, B.—Water in the

)

In about a weck the plants should appear, ana when they seem to crowd, should be pricked

Pricking out.

J‘J

(N B.—The spare plants should be preserved £y
When the plants have developed four or fit-

-

Plasling out.

- plants eaéxer and when pulled up the nlants |

preparcd for then,
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’ 0-'«‘1 leaving distances of one inch each way
* yound each plant, thus :— :

e

» . .

iling up gaps in the rows when transplanted).
iaves, any one of which is an inch broad, they

P R ItY . . . dencisic . ¥ .

ay be transplanted. The secd-bed should be
stored in order to make the pulling up of the

-d be removed as quickly as poemble to the site
. p . .
!
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R — : } o , <t Proceedings of the J!quras Gotriment, Revenue Depart ,
} o Proceedings of the Madras (rovernment, Revenue Department v ! 'a r C 21t A"é"‘%l,lS“-
: A Coe ’ t 2 N :
e T 2lelq ;4gust 1870, .~ B o S e ] 3 . .
;‘ ’ - ) : C o J | # . Tho lcaves are then strung (on string or stigs) in the c11ring,1hous9 : af:ter th;: Zhey. 1a.x'ef
{ This site (supposed to be an acre j 3 ’ 1, ‘ ' . they are then tied in bundles a heaped to induce fermentation. The details of
- (supposed ¢ ein extlcr. J should be level ground and exposed : & fenco should & i efpose(l. to the sun : : ce:;mot be learnt from worksn European tobacco-cultivation, but may be
| - " The tobacco feld, L 'b‘e l‘O\fnd it to protect it from jackals, ete. by { } the curing 13;00;88&6 study of the temperature'ﬁ%\is country during every hour of the day and
before the plants were put } ' d \ft . The soil should have Leen ploughed deep twice . % f V soquired ea?l); yem- and by a clear knowledge ofwhat is required to be produced. Again, the
Lt should have a ﬁg lln l:}m ¢ cl:wards »' 4'1:0wcd and rolled carcfully. 5, u overy 470 ! i? t{xe I;aves in the curing-houses 83 to economize space, utilize ventilation, ete.,
‘ : :e 1ght soil with a fif {oamy sub-soil, manured with strong ammoniac y ; ! a.rrang.ement o for the ingenuity of each cultive ~bnd cannot be learnt by rales. .
The soil. { manure ab 2 ton per acre with a free distribu- P P etc., gives 89 OPehowever, to remember is that thi  ‘es must not stick together when strung. ]
' ! ¢ tion of vegetable remains, T L | ‘} One point, - ' iWhen the leaves are dry without being
Tobacco an alternat » ! The sito of the tobacco plantation should be i o Borting the leaves. T le, dead and discoloured, but still pliant,"
erpato . i ] ; s : ,
. crop ! cbanged.every two ycars, as tobacco is a most " E ' b gaid to be cured, and are ready for sortL o : -
(N.B—Sun.fow : o exhaustive crop, t ‘ they e tine of the leaves depends of coursé on the local market for which the tobacco has
) " The plants sbo::ldc ll‘) Wm]l ! althnate with, 'n’.cll.) ; i The- s(olr L-E a gafe rule is to keep for cigars,] that can be kept for cigars, and to usg the
' , e planted in rows t1 ) fect apart, cach plant two fect from the mext, & 5 . }‘ : been .r?:: f"or.tobﬁCCO- Snuff, which requires ALinest leaves of all, would not in India repay
The plan of the fiold, N { pgthway being left for the coolics hetween (not PR i :::a:x?anufacture' For natives of this countgwg tobacco mfm be st.rong.: for the European
way (five or six feet broad) should i ' “1 every r ow) b.“t every two rows. A broader path- % ket. it must be avomatic : for any market, , 3t burn easily. It is evident, therefore, -that
intersoction a b Intersect D antation at right angles, forming at the point of . x - market, p ds upon the manure used, as ti. tters drawn from the ground must materially
When th 00!11\ enient space for heaping t [leaves. - i ! very much depen ;s ermine the strength and combustibility of the
n (3] N P ¥ ‘ . -
plants have been st out wat twell (N. B.—the Watering pots used 'should have . ’ ? The importance of choice of mannre and wawrmg-i duce. - A heavy soil, strong maaure, and
Watering. o very finely perforated roscs) and if any plants \ ¢ f moisture produce & strong and rank { s by ripening also tobacco gains in nicotmc.a.
: dm’dﬁ:} (\llp the gaps with spare plants from the * glentl); 'oem(;ry warmth, and a light soil give ¢ ther hand mild and aromatic tobaccos. It is
8ced~-bed. ‘ unshin » 4 3 . e ys .
After a day or two hocing should comm ! Th bc i . . , ! from this’ evident that next to the manure ex , 'the most important pom.t is the quantxt)" of
. ‘ 2 . e hand is the Lest instrument, and the work- . rom 7 d if the manufacture is for t¥ * market, this should be liberal.
 oeiag. X (' men should be told to kill every inscct they sce ' R ' the moisture, &4 ’ K f
L excogt hants, and to heap the earth carcfully 0 ' ‘ ! Z-
* round tho stems H - , : .
Ifth Loy ' S . N .
e plant threatens to be vory leafy, 1'¢ ive superfluous leaves leaving about fifteen to a plant | : ‘ ] ‘ L . st in eith i
: Pruning. 2 When the flower buds are plainly noti ) i The great difficulty in curing tobacco & ssposal of the midrib which persists In either 2 |
’\’B F . ¥y " they must be picked off with greaty oticeable, 1 \ e 8 ¢ {rying stiff or nod drying at all. DBut why s »
N TZ or fax}cy smoking tobaccos, the flo: ‘Enecd not be removed.) care. T o The midrib : how to dispose of it ; wuld it not be removed ! Not entirely, for i ;i
e . . 1 ¢ 9 X . , \: s § ‘ 1 \ . 2
re 13 after this very little necesss], b The plants, however, should be most carefull ! L ‘ th tle-leaf wéuld be eplit into two, but pe e back of the leaf, where the convex and - f
3 . L [P 1 ' i . . R b
h Aftecare of the plaats. ex;mme&i onco or twice a-weck, and every inscc,t Lo gr::tcr part of the midrib projects. The oyt }though 3 dehcat? ox;e,. wgl.ﬂdl Ee;:::; }e]iifﬁ;?, :
. . ‘ .+ and weed rcmoved. Water shoul . S M ' ! : Th  htor would take a leaf in his e s 4 H
freel should be s ' : f hour's practice. Th or ¢ ‘ s
] r?ehy at intervals of-a-week, and to prevent the earth losing its humidity too suddenl rplied L any child aft? v o hal 4 thumb at thesta 1 About half an inch from the end ( the stalk - it
might be spread over it if the heat of the s‘mﬁ" peculiarly great ’ s e P j It b ﬁn%:r 2 incisi n in the mid] 1 the thumb nail of the right hand and turn up 11
Thel " . AR : . ‘ d make an 1ncisio 3 3 . . 3
e eavesare of thtge qualities,—tho lo%r' middle, and upper, and the fir st to ripen are the - AN o dhe “E:lwould then take hold of this w inger and thumb of the r’iht hand, .a:;)d mith i X
) { ' . . an end. F ' L s g came * 3§
Picking the loaves, ]4 It?¥vtel‘- d( o ripen’ is really to agsume a yellow : . an equable force pull off the midrib dfowx;w-';f joathe p;)lmt . 121 :;afthe ;13222 {S}‘lwi:h his é
. , it and bend down towards tl . ‘ d there was a danger of theX g torn, he would nip U A . .
BooR a8 yell.ow leaves begin to appear among he lower leaves, they must be pj ptonnd) As o ' b ﬁno:i :;11 b. By this, the concave or 1 ot surface of the midrib would be left on the 91
eight days the middle yicld will show signs of b‘,P:mcss and should be'  picked. Tn about ) ! - finger and fum> T 7 por side of the leaf, while on the back of the i
days more the remainder may be gathered 5 ‘can h:)Wchr bl; (f}g’lfilel‘ed, and in about eight ; : The groat c;are nocessary not to handle the leave’d{ \f the only sign of the midrib would be a g )
1 * ’ easi { \ H . . 3 " - ey . v :
ripe WI,]en they detach from the leaf-sta]k witL *sease. They sl’xould b {i oo th.at the leaves are . ' d :on running down the centre eaf where the trunblesemo miorib hadnbee’f: :
leaf being pulled upward. ' .- o detached with the hand, the A ni;l'l‘ow "f"'esz“;m might ;asily be children). .° be particularly warned not to handle the <%
Care must be taken to ha - . : \ d The operators (W v el ; L A . -
ve labour avai*uble to gather ¢ . g tin it ) . - . o .
. . : ac : . - - to make a rent 0 , ] . . :
over-ripeness is fatal to proper curin ’ ° h barvest in ?‘t 1ts own time, for B ! leaf or to - o1] the operations of 5 ig out, planting, hoeing, thinning, sorting, il
The only thi Py & " ' : ‘ Indecd, throughout al P i be warned against touching the leaf except i
only thing to be remembered in curiag tobacco is that care must be tak \ \ gtringing and midrib-scooping, every operatot,, 11 be wa o;i B e fing the wages of the ]
" the tob g ¢ taken not to allow Sk otta lk.cad and against tearing it. Carf Lt be guaranteed by gratifis g ot ot
) Curing the leaves, 5 h C;, GC_SO to loso its moisture too saddenly, for Ly pear the stall ’ '(;n o re:u\ts { o= o - rt £ ol
N ; er : P ; nx . t r -
then it is in danger of rotting. Th Y 1t becomes brittle—or  too slowly—for’ i operators ace0% 2 Ilelianthus) might be } antageously grown among the fobacea, "k, 19 :
useless in India, T} ‘ a'h e rules o gus head which hold good in Europe are, however Cy / The sua-flower (£l¢ \?a‘he ade it would give to the . larger and il
» lhe curing- i . ] ” ‘ f ; . : ir- Y
thorough, and that sun-ligh fan?iuz.?; again my  bo of a.r:jy ;hapc, provided only that ventilation is ; ’ The sun-flower. 3 '\arser tobaccos required ; 2nd, fhor the alddm(lff . ; !
R . ' , N “ 7 1 it
When® th Lo el iavm 1 ' e B : e s | +h their stems supply ; 3rd, 8 they WOUC] L
Sntervaleyss :ii:a:zzthiasvet be:nd picked they  Aplaced in heaps (which must bo turned At : i ’ - able stringing rods (if siring itgelf 8 no"‘_“?e‘d’ " h oo SRS ;!
: y © fade, wither. B ‘ngin a . . : [ - . A ‘ g - !
though quite dead, do not lcse thci'r Bexii : g heap, thely keep their moisture, and ! l .. j 3
ot it . ? \‘ 1
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fw cir leaves were plonghed into the ground.,w'fe aiost the the exact vegetable mould which i x
joqmred by tobacco, o ow {U . ) ) J
{  ThelmthMayr18m:. -~ % . - . . P RODINSON.
._‘ - 7 .. ’wf . o o %
N 183 . " *  ORrpER Tgmnon,f@t August 1871, No. 1 ,410, ;
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