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; Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th Aucust 1871.
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* No. 131, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 25th
e Z July 1871, No. 8,106 :—

.

' ‘ Read the following letter from the President, Government Farm, Sydapet, to the
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 29th June
1871, ’
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! SoMe discussion has lately arisen at the Farm as fa Low fur cotbon 45 a pro-
f H + fitable erop when prices are as at present low, and the yield is so poor as the
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. probable average yield per acre of ordinary native cultivation, I therefore requested
. Mr, Robertson, the Superintendent of tiie Farm, to iustitute a comparison from :
- his own experience of the relative value of a cotton-crop and other dry grain-crops ;
. grown on the same farms. - K ©
2. The result which is given in Mr. Robertson’s useful and accurate memo- :
randum of the 20th instant will, I think, interest the Board and Government. It )
- keems to me to be very suggestive in respect to the narrow margin on which the ;
' production of cotton in most parts.of South” India~stands, when prices are not
abnormally high, unless by improved farming the general yield per acre and the
quality of the produce can be raised, . 7 _ ,‘
;8. Cotton is an expensive crop to grow, harvost, and clean for tho market, .
~and is highly speculative and unsafe. When prices are low, it can therefore
1 " scarcel  compete with fair dry grain crops which are not less remunerative and .
. more dusily raised. Indeed, it is said that cotton-growers have lust this year, and |
" that contracted culti ‘ation may be anticipated during the year Iffore us. :
; 4, It will ¥ vved that the yield on the Farm is about 120 Ibs. of clean
: cotton to the’ fair manuring and good cultivation ; but the profits were:
o ommmaele 3Ea T ediiiund ftourvidlug., -, camns under similar’
werrcameances. ' The sced used was ordinary Cuddapah cotton, _
. 5. I fear, however, that 120 lbs. to the acre is considerablv above the”
"average yield of ordinary native tillige throughout the country. Mr. Carnze’s:
* estunate for the Central Provinces is considerably below this; and possibly 70 to-
90 I.bs. would be nearcr the average yield of ordinary native cultivation. It will |
be in the Board’s recollection that in a recent Proceedings the average yicld has .
' been estimated at 75 Ibs. to the acre. ;

6. With reference to Mr. Robertson’s opening remarks I may observe that
Per Cand . the price of cotton returned to tho '
C oandy Per Cendy  Board from the provinces, of which an-

of 510 Ibs. of 500 Ibs. bstrac ) et dn

RS. rs, abstract of the annual average is given
. Ganjam ... ... 162| North Arcot ... 124 In the margin, are probably not so acen-:
( Vizagapatam ... 145 South Arcot ... 107 rate as they should be; and I think that.
. i Godavery ... ... 138/ Tanjore ... ... 150 it were advisable to call the attention of
4 cKistna o %15 ll“n(cimm)pol,y' 11? Collectors to the matter.. I think also:
T%:(li{ffgah lg; Tiiniﬁilly"' }j}' that the quantities of cotton should bo.
;" o113 ttated as far as may Le possible; and

{,Bellary «o oo 120] Coimbatore ..,
f Kurnool ... ... 115| Salom... .. ... 181 that these statemonts should be prepared

'Madras ... ... 118 , in lbs., the form in which all Cotton ’
j , Trade Returns are kept, ' i
‘ 7. If T might hazard an opinion on this matter, it is that the cotton-trade of

+ India very urgently needs systematic attention to the development of agriculture
{ in general, in which cotton will take a natural and wholesome place, say, in a:
/ rotation whero mixed husbandry is adopted in districts where the soils and climate

.
'

. suit it.  The improvement of tillage in gencral alone can enable the production :
* of higher qualities of cotton and eflfect 2 more favourable average vicld, And:
: until some such result is produced, the distribution of highly cultivated and exotic
'seed i3, I fear, of very doubtful utility in this Presidency, The general average
-of tillage is too low to assure success by this mcans,
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