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Proccedings of the Madras Govcruwment, Revenue Deparlirent,
dth Awvgust 1871

No. 27, Read the following Proccedings of the Doard of Revenue, datcd
18th July 1871 :—

Read Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, dated 15th
July 1871, No. 1,231,
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Tz Board resolve to infurm Government that the ease was submitted to tho
Advocate-General, and that a written opinion was taken from him.

2. In their Proccedings of the 16th May 1871 the Doard, wien mentionin?
Saravanamuttu’s statcment that the Dellary renters purchased Colombo Arrack
from him, added ¢ From inquirics the Board have made, they hope there 15 gome
mistake about Saravanamuttu’s statement, and that Le intended to say he cculd
sell the Arrack at Rs. 1-1-0 a gallon, and would do g0 i/ «ll wd.? In thelr Order
of the 215t June 1871, No. 1,093, Government suid that the Board offered Sara-
vanamuttu the Pattai distillery for another year, “if only he could clear himeel
of having defrauded the revenue in sclling Chlombn Arrack to Messrs. Abraham
& Co. of Bellary, at Is. 1-4-0 the gallon.”  This way of looking at the matter, &3 8
chiarge pending azainst Saravanamutty, is repeated in the Government order now
under consideration, but the Board’s ¢ hope™ that the stalement was a mistule 13
Jjustificd by the facts. The facts are as follow :—Messrs, Abrahata & Co. applicd”
to Saravanamutta for Colombo Arrack, and he was willing to supnly it to them on
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Collector, and when it was refused he acruicsced. In this, asin all other trans-
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actions between Saravanamuttu and Government oficers in conncetion with bis

Arrack contracts, the Board believe his conduct to have been blameless,

2. The conditions preseribed by Government having been fulfilled, the Bourd

presume that the payment of Rs. 2,000 may be made to Saravanamuttu. Vith
rcforence to the observation of Government that they are unable to sce any justifi-

cation for the Doard’s remark that the payment of Rs. 2,000 to Sarvavanamutia
would put an ond to a great deal of the anxioty aud trouble, which had been
expericnced in carrying ocut the orders of the 21st June, the Doard Leg to
submit the following explanation :—
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3. Tho order, it wili be remembered, was rot issved till nine davs Lefore
Saravanamuttu’s contract ended. Ile Lelieved, with some reason, that his contiuct
would be continucd, and had thercfore alarge supply of iaterials in store, wilel
was made uvseless to him by the order.  Te could not thercfore bo expocied to
facilitato matters, and it wastoo lite for cny one dse to Legin fermentation iu
time to distil Arrack and supply it from tue Ist July.

4. When the 1st July came the only Puattai Arrack in Madras was 2,509

T e LR
gallons belonging to Soravanamuttu.  He claimed a right to withhold this Liquer

nuless he were paid fur 1t at o price which

vould, ca the whole, have exceeded the
contract price by about Is. 2,009,

t is wmore than possible that this clita
mizht have been resizted successfully, but in the meantivio there would Lave
been mno Puttai Arrack for the o e

wp-keepers and the revenue weuld hisve
1
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deercased, the liquor being superior in qaality to any country Arrackdistiied clee-

where, and better liked by consumers than Conanisvariat Ruro. Ouath
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
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the Board had before them the opinion of the Advocate-General that the contractor l ”L:b g 7 s /‘ . :/ . / ‘ ‘;,///“” B '//\/M
had a legal claim under the terins of his contract to Rs. 1,905, Again, all the Puttal N T // ¢ g e
Acrack 3 . \ N ;/\/\/\/1/\/ I W’VW4 / /
rrack in store was stored in the contractor’s casks, and most of the Colombo AN T p >N
Arrack was stored not only in his casks butin his godowns. Under these circum- N o -

stances Saravanamuttu had it in his power to cause an immense deal of trouble.
He offercd to compromise matters, to give Government tho Puttai Arrack in store
at 10 Annas a gallon, aud to allow his casks to be used till they could be fairly
valued and purchased, ¢/ he were paid the Rs. 2,000, which the Board were aware
he could obtainin the Courts. These were some of the difficulties to which the

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  A. pxC. SCOTT, Captain, R.E,,
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The worst of the other difficultics, which could not be put an end to by \}&\\?\ N N (\(\\ Ry N S‘ NN N < '\ 3’ v
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any arrangenient with Saravanamuttu, were as {ollow :— INENY MR oy RN SR NENN > v ]
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(1.) It has becn uncertain from the Girst when Mr. Pritchard will be able to ‘ NN N I\\ R \ S: o d \Y\\ \ﬂ{{ ~ Y N = -
supply Arrack, and the Board have been compelled to take it for granted that he ‘Nﬁ\\\\ N E MR '&\\. h}\\\\'\i d 'Q‘\\ \ ,\ \}\ N RN NS \
will not be able to do so till the 1st August, \,§ R\N}q ?;‘ %\ \\‘\I YN \g é‘ \f\“ BN RO ™
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(2.) In conscquencoe of this the Doard have had to arrange for the issue of ! \\‘ \N g,\ VF\ > \\ &\ &'\\\N \\‘\ AN k N = 3 tos A
Arrack distilled at up-country distillerics, supplemented by Commissariat Rum. Nc\\‘f\§ R § § % ) NN \q\j‘\\\\-\ \3\\ ;\\%\‘ ‘; ‘
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(3.) In thisway the dowles and contrasts with the shop-keepers have been ; N }*\k‘k N \%v\ ~ ’ % \\\;“, >\\g \} °\\ \{ R SN . AN g
disturbed, and the Board fear that there will be a diminution in sales and a | c\ Q §\\\r\ N }:\ AU \\( & = "\ \‘\\L’ A o
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conscrpnent loss of revenue. T \ AN D \X\\ (h\\ R NN Q
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No. 25. Orprr Tnerroy, dth August 1871, No. 1,337. ' | N g\\\d}\> ) 8\ \\ 5;: g\ N
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Tur Government sanctiou the f N § AN ~
Separate Revenue, No. 4, é )
cparafe hevemne payment of Rs. 2,000 to Saravanamuttu ‘ <§ R
AbLarry. in full discharge of all his claims ‘ \\R\\ ) 7
. . . : | . o r £ BTV rv/) >
against Government in respect of the ‘ - J 7 “”Ci’ / e v ’ j/
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Puttai Arrack contract, and they are glad to learn that his conduct through- ; '1'70// e i}() S C({O th;) 7/
out in regard to the contract has met with the Board’s approval. Tho Board’s ‘; o )
- - . - A4 ‘\/’
explanation on the subject is quite satisfactory. - %
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To the Doard of Reveaue. ?
,, the Accountant-General. : \ \
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