Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmert,
4tk Avgust 1871,

No. 25. Read the following Procecdings of the Board of Revenue, dated 5th
July 1871, No. 2,787 i—
Read the following papers.

From the Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Acting Secrctary to the Board of
Revenue, dated Mangalakurichi, 20th May 1871, No. 211.

I nave the honour to forward a copy of Captain Phipps's report on his receut
inspection of pearl banks.
9. I have just returned from trip to Paumben, and have made such further

inspection of the banks as the state of the weather permitted. No oysters 7 any

age were found, and until they are five years old there is no certainty of their
remaining on the benks two years successively. The diver brought up the shells
of dead oysters, and stones to which the cable or lizament that Lolds the oyster
to tho rocks was attached. Barnacles and Soram and Kilakoi, two varieties of
muscles, were found in abundance, and it is believed that these and other enemies

suck the oysters out of their shells. There arc 1o grounds whatever for thinking

that the banks are poached by the fisherme
to produce pearls, and the Jadi Talawan, th
sucl a dircct interestina Governwent fishery that it is improbable that Le could
connive at a system of poaching which must be conducted wholesale to affect the
banks materially, It must La remembered, too, {hat precisely the same stato of
affairs exists off the coast of Ceylon. In Dboth cases flie banks are covered with
young oysters ono year, ard the pext there aronone at all.  They then return
only to disappcar again, and there is no reckoning with any certainty on their
setting firm hold of the ground.  We can only wait and watch the banks carefully
in the hope of the oysters maturing.

3. The Margaret Nortlcote is a very scrviceable vessel, exactly guited for the
work ; but I think it a mistake to exsmine the banks as often as has been done of
ing the lead and letting down divers ¢tones must tend to
requent exgmination till
» found they should be

n, as thereare no oysters of 2g¢ sufficient
e head of the fishermen caste, has

late, as constantly heav
disturb the banks and keep the oysters from cottling. ¥
oysters are found is, I think, very Jesirable; but when one
Jot alone for a year belore they are 2gain distarbed.

-
——

Excroscee No. 1.

Trom Captain G. A. PIIPDS, Superintendent of Pearl Danks, to the Cotlector of Tinzeveily,
dated Tuticorin, 27th April 1871, No. 13.

I nave tha hononr to inform yorthat my cxamination of the pearl banks commenced at

Paumben on the 22ad ultimo Previous to this diy Twas cngaged in attendance upon 2. Rebert-

gon, the Haibour Lursineer, and Colonel Farewel, cte. I am happy toegn that since that
IS s y s Py

atinuance of favourallo weather, and I was oD the afternoon of tue

TN
1ibsw
there Las been a long co 21:t
cnsbled to nearly complete the work.

Japtain Richardson’s report of the anvh Tebraary will Lave elready preparcd Govern

ment for the failure of those pearl Lanks which were thought so favourably of last year, and I
aud that at present

regret that my late examination Las proveld the correctuess of his surmises,
there is not the slizhtest prosp cot of a peerl folicry taking place on the coast of Tinuevelly or
Madura for some years.

ad ¢f March I 2t once rroceeded to two of the Lanks

On arriving at Paumben on the 2
of that place. 1 deyoted to thoes ail the Lirenson, bat found no eysters. Ths backs were covered

— ——
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with weed and some Kilakoi, It being late in the day when I finished, I decided to pass by the
rocky ledgze off Mannauli Tive, which had been examined previously, aund procced to the
westward, and the next morning examined the large bank off Keelacarry. On this the divers
found a very few oysters—now and then one only, never more at a dive.

A patch of rocky ground of Valinookum point was next examined, upon which three pearl
oysiers were found. From this we procceded to another bank off Nalla launi Tivu: this proved
to be quite bare. Ilaving duties at my Office which required attention, I went on to Tuticorin.

The banks off Tuticorin and Vypar as follows were next examined successively :-—

Cruzian Par.—On this a very few oysters were found.

Kooda Par.— Some oysters.

Koorichanthondvo IP'ar.—Some oysters.

Vantkevoo droopagum Par.—Blauk.

Alankon Par.—Dlank.
Whe:tuhli:(;r‘l;xtaf/::rr bi’:;; “{zfevej\.:)(%l" Fernrmc‘loo Par, and I’adoo’lfaa Marican I’(.ll‘.——‘

xamined by me in the early part of 1869 a large quantity of
young oysters of about a year old were found. These scem t» have remained over the succeeding
year, but have now nearly disappeared. I remained here for some hours 3 bLat, although ovstc:s
to a limited extent were brought up, still the quantity wag so very small that these banks Il;uy Le
considered to have completely failed ; the buoys were anchored in different parts, so that no place
escaped inspection. There were a large quantity of dead pearl shells of about two and-a-half years
of aze, and the stones brought up showed the remains of the Byssus of those oystera that have died.
8t. Patrick's Bank of Muokoor.—I arrived on this bank at 7-30 AL, and, having
placed a buoy in its northern edize, worked across it until 1 came to the south and then to the west.
It is a long rucky pateh, extends from eass to west ; the canoes in company, and insicnal commmni-
cation ;5 a few oysters were now anl then repoeted, in no piace did we get

moge thon threg ot a
dive, anl ofteuer none.

Thaza § 1 we . S | . ,
Those founl were abont three jears uid,  Sorain and Larnacles were

found intermixed, the latter almost always adhering to any oysters that were brought up ; in
- fact, this bank may be considered also to have failed : it corresponds to one known to us as the
Vypar Periar Par, but by reason of its distance from shore it is seldom that it ean be found by the
native marks.

After leaving this bank I came upon two small patches of rocky ground a short distance to

the west. Oa these some oysters were found similar in age to those on the larger Lank.
\ Yeerathee Coodamathu Par, Lajavookoo Chippi Sothicka Par, Suliithoo Coodamathu
Lur, Nadookoodwnathee Par, and Poodoo Par.

Vot ‘ —These five banks are situated off Pinnacoil and
are all joined together, the names by which they are known being merely to distin

others off that place. When examined in 1869 5 consid
found, and I was then induced to be hopeful regarding the
by Captain Richardson, who Las reported alversely,

few oysters (about twenty) were found, not suflicient to be of any value to Government, and that

after spending two and-a-halfhours on it. On that part called Nadookoodamathee Par and Poodoo
Lar the divers brought up a good many of one year old, but intermixed with Soram

Kanava Par and Kadian Par.—On these also we ; :
Kilakoi,

auish them from
erable quantity of young oysters were
m.  The banks have sinco been inspected
and my examination Las proved the same. A

re a few oysters mixed with Soram and

Clowdee Par.—This bank was first found by me in 1869,
of that period I find the following remark :—

*“This is a large bank ; the Parmandaldy callsit a new one. Oa this found a rood many
" oysters of 1, 2, and 3 years of age. The divers brought up six and ten at a dive.” i

This bank seems to have been thought more favourably of by Captain Richardson and Mr.
Longley than by mysclf, as the fact of its having oysters of three different ages on it at one time
would be sufficient to dissipate any hopes of it ever being valuable that I misht otherwise havo
had. I certainly never expected it to yicld even a small fishery, and am not surpriscd at the
oysters having now almost entivel; disappeared. I have devoted a good deal of time to its cxamin-

Upoa referring to my daily diary
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ation, anlreturnel toit aziin to try it with tha dealzo Th".‘a Lrourht up mn njvaters as a.'l ’]uﬂltt
was nearly covered with old shebls, stones, weold, ete. Had tx'x«;re }mcn ojh:tcrs :‘n t-ven‘alx{:ulur.::v,
quantity, it would assuredly have Lroaght up soma. Reganding the position ¢ tl:e buj t‘iar'c‘ 13
no doubt of this, as my former comrass Loarings wore atain fyind eorrect. At t;xe’(-x.un.m:wi‘»vr\
the divers now and then brougLt up a few oysicrs of three years aze, anid a number of prrna snm.}s
with the Pearl Oyster Diyssus still alhering, sulto wkhich Barnacies were also atteched, Almust all
the dead shells had Darnacles adlering.

Karia Carooval Par.—Oa this bank only a very fow pearl oysters. ‘ "

-l'elangoo Curooval Par.—We drifted to and fro over this bauk with a canos ahead an
astern, keeping the diversworking, but no oysters ware Lrought up.

Coodumathee Par and Selthan Par were both bare. . .

The lurge Manapad Lunk.—The positizn of this bank is, ag I Lave ynrox'l?»;sly st}auc«%llimi
reports, unfavourable for the pearl loysters, altboush, Lieall otler rochy Leds “‘“‘. e C“"‘:L_"
1 Lave now agzain passed coveral hours svnding the divers

A Luoy

ginall nuber will always be fourd cn it
down in different places. I
] ool f 3t oV stern end ah b iLer
was placed in the centre, and the two canoes an lmysed worke 1 first over the we : y
In sotue parta tiue qrianlity

: o 3 W7 . v i,
A very fow oxstors covered with Darnacles were brousht v

to the eastward, the divers going duwn every one bunlred yards or so.
of largze Barnacles seem almost to cover the whole bottuia, sume alive and others dead. A

Manapaudoo Par.—This is enly a patch of rozky ground with sandy paris runting i al
out. A good deal of Soram was fuand,

Sandiamarun Pooditha Par—Sume soram and dead ghelis,

Sanduma Covil Poodiths Par—Ore cyster found.

Loodoo Par—Dlank,

L i

M M ‘r - o ‘)
I coont some time on ity Lut ootnid

Poondotta Par.—This is a very extensive Lang

oysterg.

Koothadiar Par—Three oysters found with Sorem anl Kilakol. o
T'holayiram Par—A\ very lurge Lans. The divers brought one n:«:tcr' of n?n:y‘ :;ve ‘fx::
(in whiclh was one small pearl) and four others of diferent ages, and a quautity of Souna. e
was after spending three and-o-halfl Lours on it

Athambothoo Par—Two oysters fourd,

lathari Par—blavk.

Pussee Par.~—Three oysters Duad.

Keelathu Par.—Dlank. '

at Y an f 1 rgl
b ' Teot v and of all the pateaes ol &1
Thus completed the examination of all the prine'pal Lanks a )

ivl ; 8 ¢ CuaTad Srave
- . thio lan. i AL} ‘ases have roved ouly cuarae 2
QTO\IH'l Ulllt WwWe ]lfl\'t.‘ f‘)\lud L) tue IL i, WL an s Cases b I 3 e
‘ Y ¢ reaenee ST, Tt
TLCI‘C copind to baan QLSQUCC L-f even 1113 I'.LaLI Ol & , :

result 13 very unsatisfactory. v+ far as 1 can s

: LY i LT IR T esamainativis.
of which waa geuerally obeerved fn diffurant plaseaan Lrmer exau ¢ any time during the past
the prospocts of a pearl fishery are as til now as they Lave beenat any tid o
eizht years.

cot, 4 Ak
. T rratod in [ ngut,“l’ vear 133“15 me to thing fute
The fact of a fishery having Luen f3ily e proxted i tioe b 700

q H tenee with Tt oovst s
Coen s Lal litde experienes with pearl o i

) in Richarlson was perhops oversinzaing

e o ate ; A‘S ) 7f s o of e Linhs than ke woull hane had, halhbe
Chie findding : : i thank teore fasoaratly of the biuksthanbic

The finding of a fow nale }n.”\ thish were oiratiyoftns et il ot

pone throuzh my repaated disappuoataants, Lasd 2 Lo over the ground & 3

. Yartalrn 1':\)1"13_:5)'1
p Ve 3 N SO ".' 3 \"»').‘uk.'.l Cartain davdul
lie divers have gtated the truth !A'V Using b S iIe et SITH U [ H

——
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¢ C1 et et s iy Lot wow euist exCrpy 1l very
cocme b to be doubtful about. T o ceon Pttt ouetrs o net now e %

quantitics, porleetly nsnticions O e anyyaaae.
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is the qrantity of oysters.

A Lank to pay

i i fom a3 Tooun nl Gty hnnt e td o Ly tocne
five hon e Ldivers can gy Jdown as ofien oz 7ot and o . honat be-s thien oo B30y !
. - . IR - . S rosevera
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covered. I learn from the divers that on no bank examined last year did they get more than tew
or fifteen at a dive, and very seldom that number,
L4 * Ld

The S. S. Margaret Northcole is in a good order both in hull and machinery. The
Engineer at present engaged i3 a good, steady, willing man,

The Guard Boats Pearl and Ldith are now in dock, and will be re-coppered during th
south-west monsoon.

The aquaria are also in good order.

The oysters placed in them during the cold weather are now all dead. A rearrangement of
the light must be made before they can be again used, the room, as it is, being far too dark to
permit the growth of vegetation required for the existence of animal life. At present there is no
vegetation on the glasses, although some of the tanks have been full of water for months.

The Board of Revenuein a late Proceedings seem to think that there is good reason to doubt

the truth of the statement of the divers, ete., on the coast. I am quite at a loss to know what

object could be gained by their giving us false intelligence, and cannot think that such is the case.
1 am quite sure that the Jadi Talawan would not lend himself to any such deeeption. Regarding
the employment of a European Diver, this I might be desirous of should there be o rca:onable
prospect of a pearl fishery at an early date. I am fully convinced that gt present the work can
be done well and truthfully with the natives. This opinion I formed lonz aro after having had
some years' experience with European Divers. The Ceylon Governmcntoh;:;e now discontinued
them. In a pearl fishery itis different ; thena Europcan Diver is useful and he can be employed
profitably. The diving apparatus £o far as the helmet and pump, »

. : are in good order; but the
air-tubinz and dress being of Indian rubber are unserviccalle, ’

The stroug south winds which have now sct in prevent further work beinr done.  Should it
be pussible, I shall try and Jook at those banks thut were icft; bat, as they Qhu.\”c u.lrc:).(‘ﬂ" bee
examined by Captain Richardson this seazon aud found bare, it is unlikely that I skall be“a.ble -
report anything wore favouralle.

From the Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Acting Sceretary to the Board of Revenue
dated 5th June 1871, No. 231, ’

Ix reply to the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,075, dated 19th May 1871, I have
the honour to inform you that oysters must be five years old to be ﬁshcd’ d w
have none more than three years old ; there cannot therefore b AN
The subject will be reported at length with reference to anot),
under reply.

¢ a fishery in 1872.
er Proccedings now

Tue Board regret to learn that on further exami
the coast of Madura and Tinnevelly by
Paumben by the Collector, there appears
pearl fishery for some years to come.

2. In his second letter above recorded th
Leing no probability of success this year,

3. It will be remembered that in the |
1870, Captain Richardson, then Acting

e .nation of the pearl banks on
:Ptam Phipps, and of tho banks about
0 be not the least hope of a successful

e Collector states the rcason for there

S, a\.t%er part of 1869 and beginning of
PL““tC“dCHt, carcfully cxamined tho

* 20d February 1870. p?ar.l b.“"ks south and westward of
G. 0, 28th Juno 1570, No. 957, Resenus Tuticorin nearly as far as Cape Comorin,
Department, - and reported * favourab]y on banks at
¥par, some ten miles from Tuticorin,

1 )
on some large banks off Manapad, formerly reported blank by Captain Phipys, but

B U
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where large numbers of oysters were found by Captain Richardson, and of hopesof a

fishery on tho banks of Trichendurin1872. In continuation of this report Captain
Richardson* submitted the result of

* Report of dth May 1670, in G. 0, 15th July 140 cxamination of the banks north-

1870, No. 1,080, Revenue Department. ..
’ S T cast from Paumben to Tuticorm.

Of Paumben, in the dircction of Manaar, uysiers were found, but not 1n
quantities likely to yield a good fishery.  Off Moosel Island, and in another spot
four miles to the south-west, promising patches in sufliciently deep water were
discovered, which it was hoped might extend and be ready in three or four years:
and due south of ¢ Uppu Tanni Tivu” what was described as the richest z.md best
bank on the whole coast, on which were found oysters 3} years 0ld, some with well-
formed pearlsin them, in 8} futhoms of water, was named St. Patrick’s Bank, al}d a
confident hope was expressed that these four or five cxtensive patehes would yleld
a lucrative fishery for four consczutive years, from 1872 or 1873. ]

4. The result of Captain Phipps’s examination in March and April last1s as
follows :—

From the banks off Vypar and Tuticorin nothing can be expeeted. At
St. Patrick’ Bank a few oysters, but not more than two or three at a dive wero
found, and this also is considered a failure. The unfavourable opinion of tha
banks ofT Pinnacoil, entertained by Canta'n Phipps in 1869 and endorsed by
Captain Richardson, is amain eonfirmed hy the former.

"The position of Manapal is thought unsuited to pearl oysters, though  a few
may always be found there.  I'rom the ¢ Chowdee Par”” Bank, reported well of
by Captain Richardson and Mr. Lonzley, Captain Phipps never cxpected cven 2
small fishery, and has no hopes of its being ever valuable.

5. Captain Phipps concludes that Captain Richardson was oversanguine
owing to his want of cxperience of the difiicultics and disappointments attendant
on the pearl fishery, and that the prospects of success are as unpromising as they
havo cver been for the past eight years.

6. The Collector states that there are no crounds whatever for supposing
that systematic poaching on a large scalo is carricd on by the fishermen, as there
are no oysters of suflicient age to produce pearls; and concurs with Captain
Phipps in thinking that there is no cause to doubt the statements of the divers
and others who have nothing to ¢iin by giving false intelligence, or to supposo
that the Jadi Talawan, who has a direct interest in the Government fishery, would
connive at any wholesale ; »=hing,

7. A further report is promised by the Collector with reference to another
Proccedings of the Board. Tt is presumed that this refers to their Proceedings
f)f the 5th May last, No. 1,500, to which no reply hasas yet been received, and
i which the Board, before submitting their Procecdings to Government, requested
the Collector™s opinion us to suificicney of Captain Phipps’s explanation recarding
the large quantities of <hells discovered on © Naila Tanni Tive.”

8. The Doard are ¢lad to learn that the ves<cl Murgarel Norlheole is found
so well-suited for the purposes for which it is v,

9. With reference to the Order of Govarnment of the 12th May 1871, No. 83,
an apphication for employment axadiver hts been made by a Buropean who i3
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recommended by the Master Attendant, and the Board are in communication with
the Colleztor n the subject.

———————

No. 20. Orprr THERCON, 4th August 1871, No. 1,.330.

Miscellanzoua. OzprreED to be recorded.

‘ (True Extract.)
(Signed) A, prC. SCOTT, Captain, R. E,,
Urder-Secy., P.W.D.,
R ‘ _ Jor Secy. to Gort.
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- Pearl Banks=—on coasts of Madura and Tjone-
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