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Proceedmrrs qf the Madras Government, Revenue Department, ,
' 29th Junc 1870. . ' ~

~ 3 )
i ot ~ No. 354. = Read the following letter froin the Secretary to the Government of L
d el sy ‘ - India, llome Department—Public, . to the Sceretary to the ‘Governiment

) ‘of Madras, dated Simla, 7th June 1870, No. 2,788 :—

- Ix Part III. of their General Report the Commissioners, appointed to inquire
T ‘nto the fa.mm(, 1;1 \Benrral and Orissa i in 1866, discussed at some length the ques-
) hon "f, tho 1uturc hablhty "of the cOmitry to fmmne, and fhe méans 6f niitigdting* -~
P such calamities; and in paragraphs 63 to 73 of that document they submitted cer- <
tain suggestxons which occurred to them for raising , by a system of local taxatmn, o
the funds required on such extraordmal y occasions to afford relicf to. the’ suﬁ'erers, ‘
. 2.. The questions involved in the suggestions made by the Commissioners
arc of extreme importance. They are, however, surrounded by difficulties of con-
siderable magnitude, affecting a variety of intercsts, and requiring the SO]UthIl of
~ some dadministrative problems of very great roment.
8. But'the scarc1ty in the Upper Proviyces almost immediately followmg
the famine in Orissa, and the recent ep1denuc VET W}uch made terrible havoe in N
certain districts in Lower Bengal, have pressed upon the Government of India -
" the necessity of inquiring how far those difficulties, however serious the) may be, . T
are practically insurmountable. - : : ;
§ , 4. Liberal contributions from the Imperial Exchequer may become absolutcly Y
. ’ necessary when. calamltxes like those <LbOVG mmtmncd reach such a pomt as to
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A . tunatc chmax S ttamed State-help is ut’rcndcd by mischievous consequem-v oi
a very serious nature,- such as the withering up of pnvate charlty, not to spe. . ﬂ“
N PP -ty financial disturbance which 1uev1uab1y tolisns sush o o Rt L
. I S 3. .I am du-ected to forward a.copy of the suggestiors® made by. the.~ .
- AR . o S Tamme Commissioners, and to request
{lh ‘ R Para"mphs 63 t° B i that His Excellency -tho Governor- in- . .
4= <. Council, will take ‘the subjeet into his most careful consideration, and, after |
£..07 communicating Wlth such officers as he. may ‘wish to consult, favour the Gov- B C
: - ernment of. India with the conglssions at which he may arrive, Wlth a copy of

|
4 CEOE the opmlons given by the officers consulted :
} S : L . . PR S T . e T e ) ’ R T e e S T w T - T

' ~ No. 355. " OrpEr THEREON, 29th June 1870, No. 966. -
f"’\} I ] R — " ‘CoxuxicATep to the Board of
» - iscellaneous, - . I

>

i 4

o Revenue who are requested to favour
g S : T - . the Government with a report, after e
ot ‘ T ca.lhnfr upon the most experienced and competent Revenuc-officers of the Pre- ‘
i (’ L e sidency, for an expression of their views on the question raised by the Gov- i
) 7 . ~ ernment of India, . ' '
o 1 BN - (T'rue Extract.)
(Signed) R. s. ELLIS, (O
Chief Sceretary.

To the Boaid of Revénue.

-,
T e e,
- -~

1l FE. . Exd. F. R.Bantleman;
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