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Procee(lmgs of the Madras Government Revenue l)epartment,
S - . 28ﬂz June 1870.

'y

o No; 338. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated ond

November 1869, No. 8,131 :—

lead again Board’s letter to Government, dated 14th February 1863, No. 951.
Do.  Board’s Proceedmns dated lath February 1868 No. 1,116.

U\DER date 23rd July 1867 No. 1,439-44, Colonel Pnestley submitted certain
obscrvatlons on the subject of Demar-
‘No. 1,116. cation and Survey having speccial refer-
: ence to its cost. The primary requisites
of good Demarcation are, he observes, 1st, durability ; 2nd, serviceablencss for.

' Boards Proceedings, 15th February 1868,

. professional survey and Revenue settlement purposes; 3rd, that ity cost should

not be incommensurate with its value.

2. On the first point Colonel Priestley consxdered that thc work of Demar-
cation is now ¢ thoroughly and conscientiously performed and fairly entitled to
be considered permanent” and secure against removal or fraudulent practices.
This has not been the result in Salem, Trichinopoly, and Godavery, which wero
demarcated before the present system was inaugurated. On the second pomt he
certifies that it is scrviceable for purposes of professional survey, and -invites -
inspection and opinion of Revenue-officers as to its usefulness for revenue purposes.
On the third point Colonel Priestley states that the cost to the ryot of stones in

- Madras had been 13 Annas per agre on cultivated land and 7 Annas per acre of

the whole ayacut, ‘but in other districts it has beon much less ; and he points out .
that the expense * hinges a good deal on the permanence or the reverse of the
¢ fields now marked out.”” Colonel Pnestley draws attention to the legislative
restrictions on the sub-division of survey blocks adopted ‘in Bombay, and observes

"that the Madras Government appear unwilling to impose similar restrictions. Ieo"

adds that while in the Madras District no special interest is shown in the matter,
in Coimbatore and Ganjam a, strong’ feeling exists “ on the part of the ryots in
favour of separate Demarcatlon and Survey of cach holding :” he concludes :
‘ Should the Board consider that the rate now paid is in excess of what is desirable,
“ it will be my duty to devise measures for 1ts reduction with aslittle detnment to
““ the efficiency of Demarcation as may be.” )
. 8. .The Board resolved to consult the Collcctors of those districts i in which
Demarcatmn operations had been carried on. They were dirceted to report, after

: personal examination and verification of the Registers and Maps, (1), on the exist-

ing state of the Demarcation in their respective districts; (2), the system on which

it should be carried out in futuro;; ; (3), whether therevision of assessment had been

carried out with success; and, (4), to consider the proportlon of the charge which

_should be borne by the ryot The gist of these soveral reports is shown in thc
following precis:— - .

-

4. GA\JAM —-Mr. Carmmh'xel rcports favourably of the Demarcation m'
Ganjam, and recommends ‘‘the system

20d June 1865, N° 491, " % of demarcating cach existing holding
I\ .B.—The Demarcation.in this dlstrxct‘. was  ‘‘ although it involvesincreased expend.
_ done bY the Survey Department. - iture :”” he deprecates any restriction

- on sub-division or size of fields as a




- P
. Proceedings of the ﬂladms Government I’ewnue Department © : b’ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department L
. ; B - 98th June 1810 : 1 \ 28th June 1870. . 1

\dcnnl of rwht of succession. Tle does not CODQIdC‘I‘ that ryots should pay more ) . matter which will require carcful watching in future. The new survey areas have f i
‘than the cost of the stoncs required for demarcating his holding, and that the State : i been successfully introduced,and all relinquishments and transfers are made accord: 3 i
‘should bear the cost of demarcating unoccupicd waste, the cost being repaid when - - : ing to survey numbers. Ile reports that the ryots h()ldlnn- under the Visabudy .
‘the Iand i taken up, { ~ system have, in many cases, too late become alive to the value of demarcating their :
t; "5, The Principal Assistant considers the system pursued has been S“CCCSSful' : y individual holdings, and now come forward and avail themsclves of the opportunity

‘and ¢ better than any other that ¢ can be devised ; 7 that field marks are “durable - b to do so. ,

F‘“d well adapted to our rcquxrements, " and that the existing rules provide for a Ef o r ] 1
Fair r1pport10nmont: of the cost. In Ganjam, however, thé whole cost, whichin the * . 9. The’cost to the ryot has apparently been modcrate “The cost of superin-

first instance is prov ided by the department, is afterwards apportioned amongst the 4 tendence and establishment is borne by Government ; tlic r yots paying for the ‘

& )ots aud levied in the proportion of their respective shist. material, carriage, and placing the boundary mmLs——.\h. Rundall’s report, dated -

his district, The field-marks are not

' :
; : N.B.—The I)cmarcatxon of thlb dxsmct was done sufficiently permanent, especially in wet . j
: .7 bythe Scttlement Department

., ‘ 1
! ~ GODAVERY. -—The Collector of the Godavery reports that the masoury L 9th June 1868, The Collector does not propose to lay any further charge on the i
; ‘ village-boundary pillars are standing, : _ryots, : o ‘ |
| Sth September 1868, No. 233, ‘ : : |
: . e oo o but the earthen kl}andam fu(;d f;ll?}ld {:}fuk:_ ' - 10. The Collector of Kurnool reports on the whole unfwom ably on tho ‘
N.B —The Demareation in this district was done have almost all dlsqppeare - dlhie alaps, ¥ : : " existing condition of the Demarcation in |

by the Scttlement Department,. e says, arc good, and the settlement has » T 15th April 1868, No. 134, ) ;

been successfully carried out; but he -
nﬁ”ers no opxmon on the degrcc of detail to which the Demarcation should de:cend
IIe considers that half the cost of Demarcation of all kmds ¢ might fairly be borne

b) the ryots.” i
' 7. 'The Acting Collector of Kistna reports that in the Bunder Division except

i
L
)
l

land, the stones used having been small - /
: and indifferently set up; and the khandams have in parts been formed in an arbi-
i ) trary and inconvenient manner. The Collector considers  that evcrv existing
ot

, -
e e —
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P in Bezwada and Nandigama Talooks' b . _holding should be demarcated” as.now done by the Survey Department; and he..
; 18th December 1868, Xo. 389. "o whero- stone is- abundant _the~earthen i approves of the sy stem propowed by- ‘[ﬂJOI HC*SO}’ for_providing for future correc-
{N.B.—The Demmcatmn in this dlstnct was mounds used in. dcmarcatmg fields ‘ % tions of Mapa and Registers. 'l‘he ollcctor proposes to debit 25 per cent. of the
< done by the Settlement Department. ‘ ; whole expense of Demarcation” and[Survey to the ryots, in consideration of the

and khandams have very generally dis

Lppcarcd On the Guntoor side the Demarcation has been more durable, and the A
;nﬁmcr cost Lias nowhere been the subject of complaint by the ryots. In Repally !
tmd Bapatla Talooks, where stone is not easily procurable, tho material was, at the . - :
;cquest of the ryots, provided by the offiters of Government, and the -cost \
kecow rered from them. On the degree of detail required under present conditions ‘
in Demarcation, hic observes : ¢ So longas field assessments are the basis of the Land

¢ Revenue system in Madras, fields mzast be recognized, and to bemcorrmzed must - -

‘be numbered and demarcated;” so that ©“ the pr1n01ple of the field (as the umt
% of the existing Revenue sy stem) must be adopted in dealing with Demarcation ;
other“ ise he considers that relinquishments or new occupation of arable lands and
pncroachments on waste would necessitate constant re-measurement by the v111'10'c
t)fﬁCClS. The cost of Demarcation to the ryots is now well apportloned, and is not
oppressne Mr. Wilson makes no proposals as to the future method of charging
'the ryots any part of the cost of Demarcation and Sarvey, : -
| 8 The (,ollcctox of Nellore repoxts on four talooks, - ‘Ho considers that tho
’ ) . Demarcation “ has been made in a very :

ISth January 1868, 1\0. 1, 816. . ¢ eareful and sutisfactory manner : hold‘ <I
\.B.—The Demarcation’ of the district was “ ings arc distinctly recorded, and with "

¢ partly done by the S Qe(;téemsem Delﬁr’met“* but ¢ 5 Demarcation plan, it is quite easy to .’
ve t. : .
revised and eantioued by Survey Department. -, trace the differcnt numbers Ionly . . .

!“ reo'rct that it has not been n‘adc at once in a more durable manner.” On this ( S ' ;
Jast point, he gives a very uns"ztxbfﬂctory account- ot the material uced. it is a

advanta"es aceruing to them from having their lands properly demarcated and -
surveyed : the charge to be advanced in the first instance and recovered with the f
Revenuo COHECtIOIlb The revision of assessment has been successfully carried out. « .

f 11. The Collector of Trichinopoly condemns in severe terms the mannerin

; . o which the Demarcation of fields lias been
‘ ‘ S 868, N 1"8

.‘L‘ 28th September 1808, No. 1 carried out. -No field-marks were found

! i ) ,1\ .B. ——The demarcation of the dlstnct was dcne 'in'any of the'vi]]agcs exanined by him-

by the Scttlement Department self or his Assistant; and he remarks:

A “Imay say I have never seen a field-mark in any field in the district. Iew were
: -+ . ‘¢ cver put up, and those of the most unsubstantial nature.” Village boundary
marks are in fair order. He states that ¢ in consequence of there being no field-
¢ 1narks, and four or five holdings being clubbed together in each number, it is
#¢ quite impossible from the Map to identify each separate holding; and the system. !
“]Jeads to endless confusion.” Ile considers that cach lolding should be
¢ separately measurcd am]ploited and recognized as a distinct property.” The work \
he deemns mcomplcte till this is done, and states that the * Maps and Registers are %
U uscless in showing the extent of cach.individual holding in a plot ¢ (numbcx) 4
‘ ‘_‘ To determine this is left, as in unsurveyed districts, to the tender mercies of Cur- >
B
¥

. v

“ nums.” Ie considers that the proportion of the expense of Sdrvey and Demar-
cation to Le borne by the ryots should not excced 8 Annas per acre of wet and
-4 Annas per acre of dry cultivation, and that a fee of 4 Annas should be paid on
cach transfer or sub-division of a survey. field or number.  *
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fProceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, ;
28t) June 1870, ‘

2
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12, The Collector of Coimbatore and his subordinate officers report very |
| ‘ favourably of the system of Demarcation
) now pursued in that distriet : “Tho |
.B.—The Demarcation of this district was jn -~ Demarcation is ficld-war, the dry fields 3
part done by the Settlement Department, bat ¢ being of large extent. The peoplo
] sbx::;ae;ri)exl;zrrttmr;:t:ed and continued by the ¢ o 1y esgsatisfaction with Major Hessey's
‘ :  Demarcation.” The Collector con-,
iders ““a ficld survey: preferable to any other: it is convenient for reference, and :
: ;‘ its success apparent. Sub-divisions of fields ought, he thinks, to be demarcated :
- “at the sole cost of the ryots.” : . ' :
. 13, The stones, it appears, arc correctly placed, well fixed, and conspicuous,
md the result useful for revenue purposes and popular with the ryots; ¢ for they -
“ can appreciate the advantage of Demarcation of their several propertics, and it
f is stated that but little additional cost is thereby caused.” He states that no
part of the expense of the Survey is borne by the ryots, who merely “ pay for the :
‘¢ Demarcation ‘of their properties, the cost of carriage, and fixing of ficld-stones 37
and Mr. Wedderburn considers that it would be impolitic to charge the ryota
portion of the expenscs of the Survey Establishment. S
14, Mr. Webster, the Sub-Collector, approves of the present system which
he terms a ¢ ficld-and-holding Demarcation system.” It is ¢ popular with the
" ¥ ryots; and answers our purposes well.” The_cost hasmot prossed-heavily on-the |
land-holders~“who haveonly to pay for the Demmurcation of land in which they were
“ interested, either as private individuals or as members of the village community ;"
and he has received no complaints. As to the system to be pursued in future the
‘Sub-Collector thinks that all requirements considered, the present system cannot
‘be improved, and does not think that a more detailed survey, so as to show.
~separately the fields of cach occupant under a joint puttah or holding or other.
title, necessary or fairly chargeable on the State. In the Head Assistant’s divi-.
o S sion the field-marks are in a less satis-
¥ N.B.—These talooks were demarcated by the - fzictory condition.* He appfoves, for
| Settlement Department before the present - .
system was inaugurated. - revenue purposes, of the Demarcation
P o 4 and Survey of each separate holding.
: 15. The Sub-Collector of Salem (in charge) reports that Mr. Pochin found:
' i the state of Demarcation very unsatis-;
factory, and is “of opinion that the -

;N.B.—The Demarcation of . this district was ¢« 3 y to’
"done by the Settlement Department, wisest course would have becn to

21st October 1868, No. 272.

< e g o e i

. 17th March 1869, No. 53.

i

_ 7 " % dcmarcate according to holdings, asin
| that case the cordial co-operation of the ryots would have been ensured.” He
'states that it is alleged that the cost to the ryot was from 1} Annas to 6 Pies in the.
{Rupee of assessment, but doubts the truth of the statement; and he recommends

‘that should the Demarcation be restored by re-démhrcgting the whole, the cost
{should be charged to a Fund to be raised at one Anna per Rupec of the whole

1

{
‘assessment,

i
{
; ) - ) A « &
5 16. The district officers have likewise formed a highly unfavourable opinion
gof the way in which the Demarcation operations have been carried on, the Acting
. ... | Head Assistant taking a somewhat more. favourable view than_ the others, The .
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i Proceedings of the Madras ‘Govérnment, Revenue Department,
" 28tk June 1870. - o
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:Sub-Collector condemns it as  throughout bad and not calculated tg be perma-.
'(,“ nent” in his division, and * not in some cases by any means calculated to assist
{* the Revenue-officers, as portions of two and even threo Adangul ficlds have been
/¢ clubbed together as one Demarcation number.” Mr. Price remarks that the
Survey Maps are correct, and states, “ Iam decidedly of opinion that Demarcation
1 of large fields is of no use, and affords little'or no check to concealed cultiva-
¢ tion. I think that Government would not lose by measuring and demarcating
. every holding now in existence, and that all land not in actual occupancy of

_ “ ryots,'that is, Poramboke and Podgal, should be divided into plots of five acres and
:‘“- under, persons applying for such not being permitted to take up less than an
‘ entire number.” Ie would divide (unoccupied) nunjah land similarly into
Jtwo-acre blocks, and considers that the sub-division of survey block cannot be
prevented. He is unable to offer an opinion on the proportion of charge of
‘Pemarcation and Survey which should be borne by the ryot.
¢ 17.. The Deputy-Collector considers that each individual property ought

““ to be separately demarcated and surveyed, otherwise the survey plansare simply
“ useless.” Interstitial ficlds should likewise 'be surveyed and the system of
¢ sketching-in” abandoned as faulty, observing that if so executed “~y¢ shall find
that the ryots will take an interest in kceping up their field-marks”, snd ¢ will
jgladly bear all expenses of Demarcation.” He considers that the ryots should
__:bear the whole cost of demarcating their holdings. .o

[N

187 Ourtlriewhiole e Board resolve.tn record their apgx:gv_al of the systeni -

vyl

of Survey and preliminary Demarcation as now carried” on” by the department -
‘under Colonel Priestley, and to reiterate the opinion stated in their letter to -
Government, dated 14th February 1863, No. 951. The testimony of Collectors |
‘appears as favourable to the present system of Demarcation as it is -condemnatory
of what preceded it. - ' ‘ S

. 19.7 With regard to the cost of the more detailed Demarcation and Survey

necessitated by the existence of small holdings and field assessments, it is desirable
to ascertain as nearly as possible the cost of Demarcation and Survey ; that is, all
expenses of establishment, supervision, etc., etc., of that part of these operations
fox which the ryots now find the material and labour, in order that if on further
consideration it be deemed requisite to charge a fair proportion of the entire charge

to the ryots, it may be done at a fairly ascertained acreable rate.

" 20. The Board therefore request Colonel Priestley to advise them on this
point, and submit such calculations on the data which the work already done
‘probably affords, as will enable them to form a sound judgment on this important
- ‘point, '

No. 339, » OrpEr THEREON, 28th June 1870, No. 958.

¢
P

!

Tne Board of Revenue are requested
to submit as soon as possible the report
P - called for from Colonel Priestley.

i They will be good enough also to supply the Government with a review of the ;
entire work of the Survey Department ab initio, comparing the actual outlay with

Land Revenue,
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, SRR BN
, _ o 28th June 1870. ' |
- B a H
g-' the estimates, ete., and reporting the extent to which' ¢ eye-sketching” has been i
; resorted toin the several surveys already completed. The number of the original J
: revenue-ficlds in each talook, surveyed with the number of survey-fields into B
: which these have been clubbed, should also be reported. : . R
‘ % ' (True Extract.) ) { \3
g ‘% (Signed)  R. S. ELLIS, f'l
i . ' Chief Secretary. . .
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I should like to hear Mr. Sim’s vicus
n this subject.—A. J. A,

There is nothing in these Proceelings
‘«alling Jor any speeial remark beyond a
tequest that the report, which the Board have
‘allcd Jor frow Colonel Priestley, may be
submz'tz‘ed as soon as possible, and that the
board willtake the opportunity of revizwin g
Uie entire work of the department abinitio,
omparing ¢ with the estimates, and so on.
With this Lefore us, we can deal safely qnd
atisfactorily with the chief question raised
iz this Memorandum.—dJ. D, S.

]

e o i ekt e

. Ilow could anything else be expected?
Would they not have been less favourably
:Zzsposed if their fields had been clubbed | —
J. D, 8. )

;’ This will prove o be the case every-
w.’m ¢, and naturally so. —dJ. D. 8.

o A e

O
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»

Wit thcir Procecdings the Board
submnit certain remarks, made by the

‘Superintendent of Revenue Survey in

July 1867, upon the present system of
demarcation.  Colonel Priestley’s atten-
tion appears to have been particularly

Jlemormzdzmz o the Sjs/);)z “of Deniavcalion and Surcey, dutéd 2O

I'ebruary 1870.

attracted to the matter by the heavy -
charges which were at that time keing
thrown upon the ryots of the Madras Dis-

trict on account of the demarcation;

and he adverted to the question of the |

permanency or otherwise of the fields

demarcated as forming an essential con- .
sideration in estimating the cost of the .

operation. Colonel Priestley at the same
time submitted a memorandum from lns'
Leputy, Major Hessey, advocating even .
a more detailed survey and demarcation
than that at present undertaken, as being !
likely tomake the process far moreaccept-.
able to the pcople. Colonel Pmcstley,
however, remarks, with reference to the,

- apinion of his Deputy, thatin the Madras|

District the ryots of those parts of tho]
country where each field was dcmarcat-
ed (owing to there being no “interstitial
ficlds)wero not more favourably disposed
to the department than thosoc of other)
places; but that the Demarcation officers, ;|
both of Coimbatore and Ganjam, state
that there is a strong feeling on the part
of the ryots in favour of the separite
demareation and survey of each holding..
2. Colonel Priestley’s letter has been
forwarded by the Board to the Collectorsi
of districts for.remarks, and the observa-.
tions of these officers are forwarded for,
the consideration of Government.
3. The majority of these officers are;
of opinion that the present system of;
demarcation, which is that prescribed i in’
the G. Os., 12th December 1864 and Gth'
October 1865, Nos. 2,243 and 2,420, is|
the best that can be devised, thourvh :
owing to the work having been badly
done in some localltlcs, the marks are’
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Yoo, DBut the Settlement Departiment
Lorked under very difierent con
a t g ¥ N
aned of the failure isdue to the survey not
kaving followed the demarcation quickly

ercvghe I would drews these comparisons
. 4
mildly —J, D, S.

Yes ; and a considerable number of smaller
size too ; because of ten they cannot be elubbed
without exceeding the maximum.—J, D. S,

ditions, and tory

w

2

e

forthcoming., This unsatisfac-
work was performed when the
demarcation was under the. Scttlement
Department, and all the demareation

dono by the Survey appears to have been
successful, '

not now

4. The Board also concur in this view,
but have called upon Colouel Priestley
to report more precisely upon the cost
of the establishment, cte., for demarca-
tion, in case it may be deemed advisable
hereafter to require the ryot to pay‘an.y
portion of it, instead of at present merely
finding material and labour for placing -
the ficld-marks. Under a recent order,

-(G. O, 14th July 1868), so far as

the Madras District is concerned, the
ryot pays only the cost of the stones and
not the cost of carriage; so he, in fact,
does not pay the whole cost of material.

5. The system of survey and demar-
cation, as prescribed in the two orders

- above referred to, which is now observed,

appears to be as follows :—The village
Loundaries are first surveyed ; then it is
laid out in blocks of 50 acres or there-
abouts, according to the natural features
of the country ; these blocks being styled
“khandams.” The khandams again are
divided into survey-fields, and these
survey-fields are, in fact, the revenue-
fields or ‘‘ numbers,” as held by the
ryotsand entered in the existing revenue
accounts.  There is, however, a rule
which allows the surveyor to club
existing revenue-fields together, so as to
form survey-felds, provided that no
field- of a larger size than four acres
in" dry land and two acres in wet
land is so clubbed. Thus, all existing
ficlds of not less than four acres in dry
and two acres in wet land are surveyed,
mcasured, and plotted in the map; but
when revenue-fields are less than this
in size, they are sketched into the map
by the eyc as they exist at the time
of survey. These Rules apply to the
land in occupation at the time of survey,
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T should like to sce this order.—d, D. S,

Tlere ts some misapprehension here. A
tillage cannot le surveyed, unless very small,
tn one Ulock, consequently it is broken up
into sub-divisions, blocks, tiks or khandams
as they are termed. There is this further

dams, viz., that hereafter when the muta-

o lions of property which are inevitable as

~ lime rolls on, reader the inner survey uséless ;

a re-survey of these can be effected by less

-expensive agency.—J. D, S.

I think this is sufiicient condemnation !

A, B, and Careto pay for excess in the
possession of D, E, and F!—dJ. D. 8.

2
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Tis was considered and discussed at the
oulset of the survey, and given wup. It
would involve great injustice and infraction
of the rights of property. I would tell
Colonel Priestley very plainly that he must

advantage in having moderate-sized Lhan'

and all adjacent tracts, which are likely
to be cultivated within two or three
years, are also to be surveyed in blocks
of 10 acres ‘and 4 acres, dry and wet.
A recent order also requires the survey
to be extended to the ukole country, and
it is understood - that the unoccupied
portions of villages will be surveyed in
large tracts according to the natural
features of the country, and that the
maps will show all topographical details;
such as hills, streams, roads, talug or
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6. As to the survey of the cultivated )
lands, if the minor sub-divisions of the N

khandams or tracts of 50acres or there-
abouts are not likely to be permanent, it
seems hardly worthwhile to go to the e
heavy expense of surveying them, or to C
put the people to tho espense of their
demarcation. In a discussion with Mr,
Puckle on this subject, he expressed an S &
opinion that for revenue and settlement :
purposes the contents of these tractscould
- easily be “wurked-vput sufliciontly accu-
rately on the following plan:—Suppos- : .
ing a khandam surveyed to contain 80
acres, contained 50 revenue numbers or N
existing ficlds, the reputed area of which '
was, in the gross, only 60 acres; then in N
the new survey Register the old regis-
tered area of each field might beincreased - RN
by one-third, so as to make up their i
gross area to the correct recorded area N
according to survey. If the khan- - |
dams were sufficiently small, probably \
this plan would be an effective one, and
would doubtless materially rcduce the’
cost of survey. ‘
7. If, on the other hand, either the
present system, or even the more detail-
ed system of surveying every recogniz- \,
ed field, as now held, be carried out, it f
seems worthy of consideration whether /
- the Bombay rule should not be intro- ' 2
|
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L
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duced. Under it no sub-division of a
survey number or field below a certain
minimum fixed by the Survey. Comn)xis.
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for sioner for each district can be sub-divid-
Ythe people, not the people jor it Weare ed. Thisis laid down in Bombay Act
fdoz'ng quile enough of unpopular things IV.-of 1868, Scction 17. This system
Ewiﬂwut this.  The Bombay plan ¥s this: would, of course, tend to render perma-

o
§
]

Iy
'
i
i

34, B, Clold a field of 9 acres in three équal nentthe existing fields and holdings, and |

}partions; _Bfaz'l,g’ (Zz'gs, orwalls of, A and C 1t might be considered worthwhile to

jznust take up his Bacres, or be ejected. Newt have every one surveycd and plotted on !

L€ departs, A must take up his 4} acres, the map.
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wor be ejected!—J. D. 8.
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| We lad letler wait till we gel the
‘Board’s report and statistics.—J, D. S.
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8. The attention’ of the undersigned |
has been specially attracted to this °
‘matter by observing the enormous out-
- lay which was being incurred on survey, |
. amounting to about scven lakhs per °
annum. Itis understood that up to date ’
85,879 square-miles have been surveyed
at a cost of Rupees 39,92,688. This
represents about twenty-three million
acres, of which prdbab] y not more than ;
geven and-a-half million acres are under
cultivation. The total ryotwary cultiva-
tion of the seventeen districts, of which
there are returns, was sixtcen and-a-half '
million acres during the pastofficial year.
Of theso districts, the Survey Department
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tivation of the remaining seven is entered ]
at nearly seven millions of acres, so that ;
. the estimate that the department have al- é

ready surveyed, seven and-a-half millions |

of the remaining nine and-a-half millions

3

1

ofacresof cultivationisnot probably below !
the mark. Supposing this estimate of the 3
progress of the department to be correct, |
there would be nine and-a-half million%
acres of cultivation still to be surveyedin .
" addition to the cultivation of Malabar .
and Canara, so that the whole cost of

survey at present rates will certainly reach

- amillion sterling before the work is com. |

pleted,—an - amount more than dmiblejf -
that estimated when the survey was first)
undertaken,
9. It seems to the undersigned that, -
if this enormous outlay is to be incurred-
in addition to the Leavy cost of the'
demarcation which is borno by the land-,
lx-olders, it would be advisable to go still’
further and make the survey really com-
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It will de desirable {0 have this informa-
tion before deciding {o make any alieration
in the present system of survey. There
scems a very strong feeling on the part of
the Collectors consulted and the Board of
Revenue to maintain in favour of the survey
and preliminary demarcation as now car-
ried on by the department under Colonel
Priestley.—R. S."E. ‘

Ezd, F. R, Bantleman,

© (Signed)
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plete and accurate, depicting every exist-
ing field or revenue-number, no matter
what its size might be. On the other

~ hand, if a tract survey would be sufficient

for revenue purposes, it would certainly
be very much less expensive both for the
Government and the people, and it might
always be extended if the people were
willing themselves to pay for a detailed
survey, The question might be referred
tothe Board of Revenue; but on all former
occasions when the matter has been
under discussion they have expressed
themselves most averse to any change
which  would tend to lessen the
accuracy of the field acres, and they
would probably express a similar opinion
now. It might, however, be worthwhile
to ascertain from the Survey Depart.
ment what would be the relative cost of
(1) atract survey (2), a survey on present .
system with survey-fields of certain
minimum size, and (3) an accurate
survey giving every existing number a
revenue-field. The Director of Revenue
Settlement might, at the same time,
berequested to send in a statement show-

ing the number of survey-fields in

Trichinopoly and othersurveyed districts,
with the number of actual fields bearing
old numbers of which they were compos-
ed. The extent to which clubbing of
fields and consequent eye-sketching on
the maps has been resorted to must be
of great importance in determining upon
the merits of the existing system of -
survey. ‘

R. A. DALYELL,
© Acting Secy. to oyt
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