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- ERN No. 336. Read the following Proceedings of tho Board of Revenue, dated 4th -

I ’ 7 .

March 1870, No. 1,530 :—

e Read the follc;wing letter from the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Acting S
1 { * Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 14th February 1870, No. 66. : L

! ; _ IN continuation of my letter and enclosures, dated the 17th April 1869, I have ‘ o
' now the honour to forward an cncqurazing report 1rom the Actiug Sdperintendent - - - s

-
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of Pear] Banks on the result of his further examination of the Coast between Vypar
and Manapad. Captain Richardson was unable to commence this examination
, carlier, owing to the laté duration of the north-east monsoon.- _ : !
S 2. In April last Captain Phipps found two large patches of oysters ; one off R
. Vypar, some ten miles to the north of Tuticorin, and the other off Pinnacoil, some AR
S ten miles to the south, o o ,
) 3. The large patch of oysters near Vypar, alluded to by Captain Richardson
B o id latter part of paragraph 1 as extending from the * Davee Par” to the ¢ Cruxian
P Par,” (vide Map accompanying,) is, I presume, the same patch of oysters as those
L mentioned in his April Report by Captain Phipps. This bank was fished in 1862,
- and Captain Richardson now hopes to fish it again in 1872 or 1873. Captain
" Richardson found three classes of oysters on the Pinnacoil bank: Captain Phipps
only discovered oysters to the north of the bank of one year old. The last examin-
! ation hasresulted in the discovery of oysters varying from two to three yearsold ; ‘
Vi ond.itiethamiddleand southern portion of this bank that the Acting Superintendent S
: thinks will yield a fishery in March 1872. - o T T
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:: : 4. On the large Manapad banks, reported blank by Captain Phipps, large

P . numbers of oysters were found. The late Superintendent was of opinion that these

! banks were too exposed for oysters, and this is the first time, I believe, that any
have been found on them, It will be interesting to see, after the next examination,

-shether Captain Phipps is right in his theory that this bank is ¢ too much expo§éd -
to be of any value.” The present Acting Superintendent reports oysters of two 1
and three years old, which should yield a fishery in 1873 and 1874 ; and the result - . R

|
§
SR of Captain Richardson’s examination shows that, with ordinary good luck, we S Bt
l - .
§

.-
~ N

“ . should have a fishery on the Vypar, Pinnacoil, and Mé,napad banks, threz conse-
{ 4. . cutive years, commencing from 1872. . -, o
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2 ‘ et , Bxcrosvee Noo 1. B . AU,
H ‘RICHARDSON, Acting Supérintendent of Pear] Banks, tothe Acting Collector .
of Tinnevelly, dated ‘Luticorin, 2nd February 1870, No.7. '

p " ACCORDING to your instructions I beg leave to forward you, for the information of Gyverm

. ment, the result of a recent examination made by me of the southern portion of that extensive line |
; of Coast where Pearl oysters are supposed to exist off the Coast of Tinnevelly. I commenced the
oxamination on the 15th of December, and proceeded in the steam ship Margaret Northeote to

a spot about ten miles north-east by north of the-Lighthouse on Hare Island, off 2 place on the

=z From Captain
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Coast called Vypar. The

divers commenced operations on what they called ‘‘ Vypar Karia Par,”

baut found nothing but an extensive bed o

f soorum—a species of small mussel which has but a

short-lived existence of six months, then dies, and new layers are produced on the surface of the

" dead shells, apd go on producing layer after layer,

till in places they become two feet thick ; the

o
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dead muscle putrefying and impregnating the watcr, and the effect is to kill all the young oysters —<ly
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- ‘—Prooeedm s 7of the Madras Government Revenue Depm tment
2 28th June 1870,
{ ,
}m their vicinity, say-up to one ycar old. Incoming upto this locmhty T carried regular soundmgs ‘

[

‘of from six and-a-half to seven fathoms, and in no place did the water shoal sufficiently to cause any- :

| part of the locahty to deserve the appellation of a par or ‘bank : therefore, instcad of confining my
‘examination to any particular spot m:rked on the Oyster Map as a par or bank, I decided on goinZ
cver the whole of the ground, and carried on the examination in this way: the canoes were placed

(oae ahead of the steamer to south-east, and one astern to the north-west. each from three-quarters

ﬁof a mile” fréw the steatter.  The wind ub north-cast were drifted before it to the south-west, two
a dn’ers in cach canoe and steamer examining the ground as we went.
inamed the Thavec par or bank we struck on oy sters, being then nine miles north-east by north of
}the Lighthouse, cach canoe as they carricd oysters kept a red flag flying; the’ steamer in the
fcentre likewise finding oysters at every dive. In this way the probable breadth of the bank was

<found The steamer instead of being allowed to drift was kept going in diagzonal lines between

*the two canoes from south- -cast to west-north- west, all the while verging to the south-west, and
iJmetrmes overlapping the canoes as oysters were found. In this way the whole of the Coast has
'been examined, and not indiv idual spots asindicated on the Chart. This patch of oystcrs contmued
'uninterruptedly while we passed over the following banks as marked on the Chart ‘ Thavee Par

? ¢+ Parando Par,” ** Puttar Ma.rxkan Par,” Puttar Marikan Toondoo Par,” and “ Cruxmn Par ;

the water six and-a-half to seven fathoms throughout as you approach or receds from the shore.v

:”5 The oysters brought up were considered to be from two and-a-half to three years old and bemg

sufficiently thick on the ground, were supposed to be capable of yielding a fishery i in March 1872
tor 1673. The extent of this pat(,h of oysters was “calculated to be about four mrles lonv by one
and-a- half to one and-three- quartcr miles broad. - : - . . R }r
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2. Trom this point the cxamination was proceeded with in the manner descrrbcd for fifteen
. ‘miles to the southward and.westward._passing_over_all thasa. Jnealities .markad an_tha fThast.aa
banks without any alteration in the depth of water to cause the name bank to be applxcable.
? 3. With Pinnacoil bearing west-north-west we struck on another patch of oysters, “but ot
fvery thick. . These oysters pronounced to be three years old. When the pagodah on Trichendoor
- Lore south-west by west about seven miles, we came on another very extensive patch that run tc
. the south-west from four and-a-half to five miles. This patch had three classes of oysters on it ;
the northern portion one year old, the middle two years old, and southern portion three years old,
and sufficiently numerous, according to the accounts given by the dn'ers to )leld a thcry m
' March 181.-. : : . : .

4, When the pagodah on “Trichendoor bore ,west-half-s"ooth we were of the patch on sand.
‘The same system was carried on in the examination of the ground between Trichendoor and
i Manapad poiuts about nine to ten miles more without ﬁndmO' oysters in any quantity. I then went
¢ oﬂ' the large Manapad bank situated south- east of Manapad point aud church abofit seven miles: :?

5. 'This is the only locality on the Coast that descrves the appellation of a bunk, and 1 look
f upon it as the mother-bed or best-producing bed for the Pearl oyster on the whole Coast. It is
{ - diviced from the land by soundings varying from eleven, twelve, and thirtcen fathoms, when you
¢ suddenly see the bottom and shoal on to the bank in eight, seven, six, to four and-threc-quartcr
! fathoms the shoalest spot L found.— It isvery tong—ubvut eight miles, but narrow about one mile
< s to one and-a-half in places : it has a rocky bed with large quantities of sea-weed which prevented

* the divers from seeing the quantity of oysters on the bank: They had great difficulty in dutacbmg
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N the oysters, as they were very much mixed up with and covered by large bamacles——the only place ‘
¢ on the Coast where this peculiarity exists.

Amongst the sca-weed brought up I observed 'véry
minute oysters attached to the extreme fibrous ends of the sea-weed ; and as the fresh eLstcrI) gales
during the latter part ofl'ebruary cause this sea-weed to be detached from the rocky bottom and

come to the surface, a great number of these young oysters must be Jost : if by numbers and

growth of size their weight bends down the weed, then they become attached to the stones and
increase. - This bank shows a good quantity of oysters of two and-a-half and three years old,

,:‘W})lﬂ”\ mnmxse to 'ue a lucratlve ﬁbhlﬂ" in 18‘3 but When t‘nx Igpra.-parantite nf - .an WGI\":"\’I\"“ w
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue Deﬁarlrrz-ez t,
234k June 1870.

covering the oysters bacomes detached, the divers will be
‘bank in tho month of March.

G." From this bauk I continued the examination to the sonth-west within ten miles of Cape
Comorin, altogcther sixty miles of Coast, but did not find any more oysters in any quantity,
although at times a solitary oyster was brought up. : -

7. The patc"xes rcferred to will most likely yicld three consecutueyears of fishery, com-

mcncm'r 11872 or 187377 <+ The : A‘;Y-' e

better alle to sce the quantity on the

S ieace o

8. Thesteam ship Margaret l\ortlaéote is very useful for these exammations, but as she 7

has but little stcam-power (some fifteen horsej, great care is requisite that she is not cauglt out
in very strong breezes as she could not steam off shore. I have been five and-a-half hours steam-
ing scven miles head to wind in a fresh brecze and a little chopping sea. It would not be prudent to
send her to any distance from the scene of Lier immediate duties, not having sufficient steam-power,
 and her sailing qualities are proportionately decreased and injured by her having three fans to her
screw instead of fwo, which, when under canvas, only might be kept in a perpendicular position,
" and not retard her motion through the water,
9. I have increascd the weight of her ground tackle, as that supplied by the bujlders wa snot
suﬁicicntlj heavy to ride out a gale if caught on a lee-shore.
10. The aquarium is in good order and well stocked with oysters of one, two, and three years
0old—all living and thriving well.
11. The small coloured Chart showing the Pearl banks of Tuticorin herwith forwarded.

ExcrostrE No. 2.~Plan.
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"2, The Board are glad to hear that the prospects have 1mproved The vcry
_ thorough and systematic manner in which this year’s examination of the oyster-
waters has been made deserves much commendation. The inspection has been no

-4 - - ~{oubt’ facilitated by the steam-power ‘recently supplied by the Secretary . of State.

3. The Government will obscrve What Captam Richardson remarks of the

steam shlp Margaret Northeote.

No. 337. ORDER Trmm:o‘:, 28th June 1870 No. 957.

» - Tre Right Honourable the Governor

in- Council considers the ‘result- of
T _ Captain - Richardson’s examination of

‘the Tinnevelly Pearl banks to be highly satisfactory. He awaits, with interest,

_the submission of the report of the further examination of the banks which it

appears to have been intended to undertake in March last.
(True Extract.) . »

(Signed)  R. S. ELLIS,
U o j  Chief Secretary.

- Miscellaneous.

To the _Boa;rd of Revenue.

-ﬁxd. F. R Bantleman.
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