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Pr oceedings of the Jla(lras Government Revenue Department,
‘Zith June 1870. I

it

No. 300 Read the following P"oceedmr‘-s of the Doard of Revcnuc, dated Oth
' Scptcmbcr 1803 No. 6,765,

Read the follow" o 51—

From the Actmg Collector of Madras, to the Arltuw Secretary to the Board of

Re\enue, dated Sydapet, 20th beptemhu 1868, No. 313.

Wirn reference to the Board’s Procce edings (,f the 7th ‘December 1866,

‘No. 8,723, sanctioning the transfer of all ¢ mana wwary” nunjah lands to the head

“ punjah, " and a reduction of assessment ia th rearates of these lands as well as in

the number of rates of the ordinary regular nunjah lands, and calling for a State-

- A, B, and C.

- _ _ revision, I have the honour to forward
o : " the statements noted in the margin.

2. The first of these statements relates to the revision of assessment on the -
so-called manawary or unirrigable nunjah land : it shows that the total extent of .

land transferred from the head Nunjah to Punjah consists. of cawnies 84,704,
bearing an assessment of Rupees 3,22,794, according to the rates at which they
were originally assessed, while ‘according to the new or revised scale of rates,
sanctioned by Government the assessment of these lands amounts to Rupees
3,00,200 : in other words, the reduction conceded has been 7 per cent. of the old
- assessment. The immediate loss of revenué to Government on the holding of

Fusly 1276 amounts to Rupees 5,107, bemO' also 7 per cent. of the old assessment -

thereon,"

whole amount remitted by Government on this class of land amounted only to
Rupees 22,594,
4. "Considering, howerver, the inferior description of the soil of this class of

land generally, the remission now conceded by Government is not such as to -

induce any large area being newly brought under the plounh, as evidenced by the
paucity of durkhasts reccived for such lands. In some instances there has been
no reduction of rate whatever, and in others the redugtion is only a few Annas;
whilst the transfer of the lands to the head of Punjelt has, of course, been a source
“of loss instead of gain to the ryot, inasmuch as manawary nunjah lands shared in
the benefits of annual remissions in the same way as ordinary irrigable nunjah
" lands according to the circumstances of the season; but the same lands being now
classed once as punjah are liable to the dry assessment in all seasons, also to a water
charge whenever the ryot chances to draw water for such lands from any Govern-
) ment irrigation work. As, however, the general survey of the district is in
prorrréss, and already three out of six talooks have been demarcated and two
surveyed, I would not recommend any further change prior to the re-assessment

of the district by the Scttlement Department.

5. Statement B. shows that the area of lands, which were originally classed
‘as irrigable nunjah, but which in reality had no means of irrigation whatever, is

- “cawnies 7,047, asscssed according to the old scale of rates at Rupees 28,738-8-10;

while according to the new scale of rates sanctioned by Government for * mana-

ment of the financial effect of the -

3. The reduction cffected in the assessment of ‘unoccupied waste amounts to
Rupees 17,487, or 7 per cent. of the old assessment: thus it will be seen that the -
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Proceedmgs of the. ’lIadras Government Revenue Department,
b  24¢h June 1870.

!

‘wary nunjah” lands, the assessment on such lands amounts to Rupees 26,237, being !

9 per cent. less than the assessment w ‘hich these lands bore formerly.

{ .. 6. The immediate loss of revenne to Government from this source on the

. holdmﬂ‘ of Fusly 1276 amounty;-tswe-er, only to Rupecs 847-10-9, being 10 per ’.}7

‘cent. of the old assessment on such Iands.

} 7. Statement C. shows the financial effect of reducing the scale of nunjah .

irates. It will be scen that the rates as formerly obtaining in the district were so
‘many as 177, and that these rates frequently differed from one another by a few ‘
$P1ce only: they have now been reduced to thirty-four, involving a sacrifico of .

*Rupcea 5,710 on the total nunJah ayacut of the district, and Rupces 4 314 on tho ’

nun_]ah Loldmfr of Fuely 1276
(

‘ S —
i

Excrostres Nos. 1 to 3.—Statements,

From the Collector of ’\Iadras, to the Acting Sceretary to the Board of Rev enue,
' . -dated Sydapet, 7th June 1869, No. 172,

asLmﬂ for a report as to whether the revision of district rates has not done all*’
‘that was requived to bring waste lands under cultivation; and, if not, to submit |
‘proposals on the subject with reference to the report of the various Tahsﬂdara ; I',i
;have the honour to state that the only revision effected in this district having been ; ;
'the adjustment of the numecrous ratesand reduction of their number: it was not |
:to be expected that any effect would result upon the highly asscssed waste lands,

‘or bring them under the plough. i
!

e eyt

2. The rer'ula.r nunjah assessment throughout the district may be said to be'
' moderate enough, but the assessment on what was formerly known as ¢ nmnawary
i nunjah,” recenﬂ) transferred to punjah, requires considerable reduction ; and}
{ until this is done there appears to be but little chance of any considerable portxom
| i of thls class of land being reclaimed. As, however, the survey and scttlement
operatlons are now in progress in this district, I am not disposed to recommendh
- any alterations or further reductions of the rates of assessment for the present
" but would leave any neccssary revision to the regular Scttlement Department,’
! who will, I believe, shortly commence operations in the parts of the district that
" have been fully survey ed.

Ix their Procecdings of the Tth December 1866, No. 8,7 23, the Board directed
! the Collector of Madras to adopt sixteen rates, varying fromn Rupees 6 to Annas 8, for
‘ ! the manaw ary and unirrigable nunjah lands which were to be transferred to pumalx
¢ in his district, and to reduce the number of rates for nunjah proper on the plan)
?approvcd by Goveroment in Government Ozxder, dated 12th July 1866, No. 1 736 Y
"These changes wera to be introduced at once, that is, in Fusly 1276, : "
: 2. In Board’s Proceedings, dated 13th July 1867, No. 4, 397, the Collcctor
iwas told to report whether the revision of the rates of asscssment had done all

‘ that was required to bring waste land under cultivation, and, if not, to makc pro Ow
: posals on the subject,

i

PUpPD

With reference to the Board’s Proceedings of the 13th July 1867, No. 4 394, ;,/

*‘5 ‘{":‘ C — I I T T
S BT '
. }ﬁ “‘.)_‘ r}’ L
) f
B . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
’ 244k June 1870,
3 3. In the letters now before the Board the Collector reports the financial
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results of the revision, and shows that the reduction which has been made in

transferring manawary and unirrigable nunjah lands to punjah has done nothing”

to encourage the reclamation of waste, and islikely even to cause the abandon-
ment of -land previously utilized. There has, of course, been a reduction in
making the transfer, butthe cultivation of manawary land is precarious, and the
benefit is more than counterbalanced Dy the extra water-cess now levied whep
watcr is used and the loss of the customary nunjah remissions.. Nevertheless, the
Colleetor, assuming that the Settlement Department will soon be at work in the
district, recommends that no further change should be made at present. ‘

4. The manawary lands comprise 84,705 cawnics, assessed (as nunjah) at
Rupees 3,22,795. On transfer to punjah the assessment has been reduced to
Rupees 3,00,200, or by 7 per cent.  Of the whole area one-fifth only was included
in holdm% of Fusly 1276, and of this one-iifth more than one-filth is waste. The
occupied area is 17,638 cawnies, formerly assessed at Rupecs 70,333, and now
assessed at Rupees 65,226 ; so 1hat the actual loss of revenue is only Rupccs 5,107.
The unoccupicd area is 67,163 cawnics, now assessed at Rupees 2,34,974.

5. The lands classxﬁod as nunjah, which were transferred to punjah because
they posses ssed no means of irrigation, comprise 7,048 cawnies, assessed at Rupees
28 739. On transfer the assessment was reduced to Rupees 26,238, or by 9 per
cent. InFusly 1276 only 1,755 cawnics, assecsed at Rupees 8,337 under the old
rates, and Rupees 7,480 under the new ta.tcs, were entered in holdm"a, and of this
566 cawnies, aaseased at Rupees 2,361 (new rates) were waste.. In one of the
classes the per-centage of waste to the total ayacut was no less than 98.

6. The Board consider it clear that the revision of assessment has not afforded
the relief intended by Government, and that the interests of the State require that
a further reduction should be made. - They have ascertained that it may be years
before the district is settled by the Settlement Department the objection to a
further reduction is the embarrassment which it may cause in the introduction of
a scientific settlement ; but the Board, having fully considered the subject, are ot
opinion that this objection should be ovcr-mled

7. They accordingly resolve to rccemmend Government to make a further
ratable deduction of 20 per cent. of the present assessment on land now entered
in puttals, and of 30 per cent. on the unclaimed waste. Taking the figures of
Fusly 1276, this will cause the following actual and nominal loss of revenue :—

RS.

. Actual loss on occupicd land 13,045
Manawary. {Nominal loss on unoccupied Jand 70,492
Unirrigable |Actual loss on occupied land 1,496

Nunjah. {\ommal loss on unoccupled land 5,627

8. Thus the total reduction on lands now in cultivation w111 be Rupees
14,511, and there will be 72,460 cawnies of Waste, assessed at Rupees 1,77,613,

e - e - R
T WA o s e TS ey

g from wluch the loss may be recoupcd
s 9. The revision of the nunjah assessment cffected by a reduction of the
( - S
)4 2 number of rates has caused a reduction of Rupees 4,314 on occupied land, and
4 5 Rupees 1,395 on unoccupicd L"md or altogcther Rupecs 5,710 on a total sum of
I S
P B "Rupees 11 ,22,074. - The rates are reported by the Collector to be moderate.
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: | I’roéce(lings Qf the Madras Gpvcrnmenl, Revenue Department, . % ; : k
L - - 24¢% June 1870. . } \ . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Deportment ' &U
: ? = , — 7 ! L 24th August 1870, T | g;
| No. 301, OxpEr THEREON, 24th June 1870, No. 938. o | —
i : )  Ix their Order, under date 12th ! g‘\ '; : tio. 379, ' Daled 24k August 1870, Mo, 1,323. A j
* : , Land Revenue. |~ July 1866, No. 1,736, the Government }"-\ | Miscellancous. I - TrE Government understand that
. - , sanctioned certain temporary reductions - ' . the garden at Burliar on the Coonoor
of asscsement in the Madras District in regard to the mnanawary lands, the lands | b \‘,; : /. : (Ew’h.aut is fof sale for Rupees 2,000, and
classed as “wet ” but devoid of the means of irrigation, and the ordinary irrigated ] | } L that Messrs.r Mf:Ivor and Jamieson are of opfnxon—fhgt its ggrchase is very d‘e,sirab’lem T .
lands, | T , 2 LT - for-the cul.turr:'of thc~Ipecacuanl.1arooti,-whlch do not floutish at Ootacamund. Tt
2, The Board of Revenue now report the result of these reductions.  The % ? : 13 also believed that the garden is espec ally adapted for the growth of West Indian
Acting Collector, Mr. Cockerell, propused to adopt all the Deputy-Collector’s { ‘ plants as well as tho.s 9.frorxl th? Strax‘ts. nd Eastefn Arc.hipclago.. b
5 rates below that of Rupees 6 in regard: to the manawary and unirrigable lands, ! " ~2' 'the Commissioner of the f\m herfy Hxlls. will accordingly bo directed
i but the Board properly directed him to introduce a revised scale more in accord- : - : to ;;ccrtmnrand ep 9” whcthexf the inf matlor} obtained by Government is correct, j
ance with the views of Government as expressed in their Order adverted to above. { o and, after rd?putmg- IS.Ir. MecIvor or Mr. Jafmeson ?o visit the garden, will state 5
3. The transfer of the manawary lands from the head “ Wet” to the head { _;; whether he is of opinion that .tho purchase is expedient, ar.xd whether it could be f»;:
“ Dry " has resulted in a change of designation of 81,704 cawnies of land. This | managed by the present cstablishment %tttached to the Horticultural Gardens.
. land was assessed at Rupees 3,22,704, and now stands at Rupees 3,00,200. In ‘ “ — (Truq Extract.) v
i 1866-67 on¥)"-17,03.7 cawnies were undpr C}l]tl\;&tlf)n, and' the reducno.n of assess- “ 4 (Signeaj H. E. STOKES ) -
ment on this quantity amounted to Rupeesno,lOb-la-S, which may be viewed asthe | L i UnderS o o F
_ actual loss of revenue involved under this part of the measure. , ‘ < ;,.;.{ i Ynaer-ecretary to G"?"" nment, |
, ! 4. The application of the same rates to 7,047 cawnies of land hitherto | ‘
i classed as ¢ irrigable nunjah,” but being in fact devoid of the means of irrigation, ) ‘ \ ;iﬁ";tr - ‘ ) B
i ;' has resulted in a demand of Rupees 26,237 against the old demand of Rupees | i RS o e o - B
. | 28,738-8-10; but as only 1,754 cawnies of this land are in occupativn, the actual | < : ' '
i | loss of revenue is only Rupees 847-10-9. ! ] A
E ’ 5. ‘The higher rates of assessment on thé irrigated arca have also been | : : ) :
: " A{'educed, and tlu? number of rates for this description of land has been diminished ‘ ‘ To the Commissioner of the Neilgherry Hilfé;;\
i - ' in accordance with the order of Government. The financial effect of this part of : ¥ : »» the Board of Revenue, '
i | the measure is an immediate loss of revenue, amounting to Rupecs 4,314 only, | *
. % though the reduction made upon the whole extent of land, both cultivated and waste, ‘l
i amounts to Rupees 5,710, » i ,’ )
i 6. The Collector and Board are of opinion fhat the réductions on the first i R
; t two classes of lands are not sufficiently liberal to induce the ryots to take up the | ’ !
i | large quantity of avaste land referred to in paragraphs 3 and -t above. The trans- ; _ !1
 fer of this land from the head ¢ Wet ” to the head ¢ Dry deprives the holders ! : ,'
l of the advantage of obtaining annual remissions according to the circumstances : . ¥
i of the scason, and further renders themn liable to water-rate whenever water is : A
. .taken from a Government irrigation work. ‘ ' . : \/ ‘ ' 1
'! 7. .As.the Board are of opinion that there is little chance of the assessment : ' ‘ ‘ - \'t
t of the district being revised by the Settlement Department for some years, they ) Bt
. recommend that these rates be still further reduced, the assessment of the land in ; ,l ) !
{ occupation being reduced by 20 per cent., and that of the waste land by 30 per | P ‘
" cent.  This will involve an actual loss of revenue of Rupecs 14,511 on the occupied | : | o o ” }
X]and’ and a t.lommal loss of Rupces 76,119 on the waste. If the reduction should % e ) Exd. F. R. Bantlema;z. - !
‘have the fl%*sued cffect, the assessment of the land newly taken up will probubly | ( . i
cause an increase of actual revenue instead of a decrcase, - ‘ C { a
.( t - 8. The Collector reports the reduced rates on the irrigated lands*to be o
: ‘}n.od.eratc, and the Board would not interfere with them further. ' B ! ‘
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