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T _ " Proceedings of the Madras Government, Rebenue Department,
“ ’ ' 23rd June 18%0.
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}\'.o. 292+ Read the following letter from Major R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating
Conservator of Forests, to the Acting Sccretary to Government, Revenue
Department, dated Camp at Ootacamund, 13th April 1870, No. 2,050 :—

Witk reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 1,989,* of
- the 25th March last, I have the honour -

to inform you that I consider it most
g important that Government should take the subject of Aill-produceinto consideration.
. . 2. Hillproduce besides honey, wax, roots, fruits, gall-nuts, ginger, turmeric, {
’ cardamoms, dye-powder, and such like products, which, though they might under }
3’ - proper management be made to yield alarge profit to Government, might yet be
’ collected without injury to'the forest, also includes resins, kino, wood-oils, bark 5

- - : * #* Herewith forwarded.

: for tanning or distillation, and certain fibres, the collection of which in many s
L cascs necessitates the destruction of the trecs which yield the products. - ]
L 8. By the orders of the Board now alluded to, it would appear that our

) P . - department can interfere in no way in the collection of any of these articles by S
/" the hill-men or even by ryots, and that our department cannot collect or utilize g .
! any of these articles even where they are the yield of densc uninhabited tracts 13

and are collected by noone. If the collection is'in no way under our control, con-
L servancy must suffer to a very great extent; all our officers arg aware of this,and - ;
) the subject is continually brought to my notice. -Ryots being allowed to collectis . , 1
b * & new feature; hitherto the collection may be said tohave been confined to the hill- : !
“men, who are in almost all cases in the pay of merchants in the low country. If-- - =~ d
this order of the Board becomes generally known, there are many rich ryots, I 'l
believe, who would be glad to enter upon a large trade in all these articles, carda- |
moms and bark particularly, the result of which it isimpossible to foresce. The i
fact of our department not being allowed to collect in the large tracts of reserved ¢
forest, through the dgency of ‘the hill-men, can ounly result in the greater portion !/
. of these products rotting in the forests or being burnt, which can hardly be the {
" intention of Government. Our establishmentsaretoo small to do much depart-
mentally in this way, and we can only attempt it on the contract systcm or through
the agency of thehill-men. - - - . i
" 4. As Colonel Morgan points out that there are not five hill-men to the square - ' (
- mile in Collegal, and still less in Bhowani and Sattiamungalum, and there are
dense tracts, such as the South Canara ghauts and portions of the Tinnevelly ghauts,
etc., where there are no hill-men or inhabitants at all, it is very clear that, if the |
collection is to be left entirely to the hill-men, only a small portion of the produce s ‘\ :
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L can ever be collected, the large bulk must be burnt or rot in the forest.

| o 5.. The Board appear to think that there is no question of the long enjoy-
1 ment of the right to collect; if I am not mistaken, it was a-Government monopoly v
A previous to 1854, and a regular tax was paid even by the hill-men. -
|
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6. 1 would be far from wishing Government to impose any tax upon the
: collection by hill-men, but I think by judicious management the condition of theso o fi
f ~ men might be greatly ameliorated, and the control of all hill-produce brought 7 '
I~ _ - entirely under. the Forest Department, which there can be little doubt it ought to . - j
¢ - be. Allour officers have more or less made complaintsthat the hill-tribes are cheated - =3
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to a very great extent by the ‘Chetties in the plains; zmd it will be scen by a letter ~__
e T from the Collector of Coinibatore, recorded in the Proceedings of the Board alrcady
alludcd to, that he makes the same complaint. If the hill-men collected system:
atrcally under the Forest Department, they would be regularly paid and at remune-
ramc rates. I would however go further than this; I would get them, as far as
pomble into the regular employ of the departmenty; :provide them with cumblies,
;and grant them small'tracts of land for cultiv: dflon wrthm the limits of the forests.

, 7. The subject is one that has remained m an undecrded stato for a very
\ lonrr time, and our officers are never certain how toact, I would strongly urge upon
}Government the necessity of sanctioning such-arrangements as will enable our
 officers in time to placeiton a sahafactory footing. This can only be done with the

. cordial assistance of Collectors, but with that I ses lxttle or no difficulty. No’ rules

' could well be laid down which would be applicable throughout the Presidency, as
;CH‘CHU!S»&UCQS are very differentin almost every district ; I would therefore suggest -
~ that the arrangements in each district should be made by ‘the” Collector in consul- .

E tation with the F orest Officer of - the range, the former bemv rcspon51b1e that the
. interests of the hill-nen are cared for, and the latter that the forests are not need-
( - lessly injured or “encroached upon, and that the hill-produce is utilized as far as
* possible. In some districts the Chetties will probabl_y make out that the hill- -men

" are greatly in- their debt this I know will be the caso in the Annamallays and "
: cases of this natare will be best handled by the Collector, and may take some time .
o arrange. - satisfactorily Whether the supposed debts are worked out under somo
-‘x “supervision which will -be. necessary to secure fair” trcatmenb for the lull-mcn or
“ whether they are paid off by-our department When once matters have been’
~ brought into fair training I have ; no_hesitation in saying that the advantage to -

; ednservancy will be very great, and that the condition of the hill- -men will be.
g improved. In time I believe that the sale of these products under Judxcmus
. management_ would fully cover the codt of our estdbhshments In'many ranges,
*The Cochin and Travancore Governments and. Mysore make exceedingly largo:
* piofits out of cardamons, but [although we have valuable tracts of this article of
: commerce in the Tmnevelly Range, in the Anmmallays and in South Canara, we_
ymaLe .nothing by them. Lertam portrons of these tracts in Tinnevelly and the’
. Annamallays are poached upon by the vaancoro and’ Cochm Governmcnts or
srather by hill;men in their employ, and in other portions the Lill. -mea collect for

!outsrde merchants, and afram in other portions there is no collection and the’
prodnce 1 not utrhzed
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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
23rd June 1870. |

.In the meantime the Board of Revenue will be rcquested to submit any
obscrvatrons which they desire to make on Major Beddome’s proposals.

' i ‘ (True Extract.)
(A (Signed)  R. S. ELLIS,
T C A ’ L e e - Qhief G’ecretarj.
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' { ,, the Board of Revenue, ™
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. ) , \hk ' ‘ { N No. 1,989,
? . , \i : 1 '“\<\ : PeocreniNgs or tae Bosrp or Revevos, dated 25th March 1870.
? L | s / __ Read the following letters:— /
( . | ‘ o ' From Major R. II. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of Forests, to the Acting Secretary to the
3 é N « . . A ° | o . . , _ : b . Board of Revenue, dated Condapore, 2nd December 1869, No. 1,801,
L < e ol e el ‘ Sl e ; . : Iy reply to tho Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 7,934, of the 26th of O"tober 1869,
s ey B -3 { } 4 T have the honour to forward the accompanying letter from Licutenant-Colonel Morgan, the
: i‘ Ei,,g g_ g \ 2o, . L Forest Oficer in charge of the Suttiamungalum Range, it appears that the contracts for trheA cel-,
i ¢ c,;; 2 g . ) iy ' " ‘ 5 B ) lection of I1ill produce given by that officer refer to reserved forests under his management. -
11 - JEef N H . !
: - :5’:55 S = 9} 22 | | Excrosure No. 1. B
;‘3 g_cl:: e 12 g . L;Z oy ' . From Lieutenant-Colonel II. R. MORGAN, Deputy Conservator, to the Oficiating Conservator
- _C,:‘g :5}-9\ 8 a1 : ? S‘} ;'w / ‘ ) of Forests, Mangalore, dated Ootacamund, 24th November 1869, No. 597. :
& :;’;z en % S g {.,; C . : Ix reply to your letter, No. 1,793, dated 11th November 1869, I have the Lonour to report
: 5 Ej Sny g:g b 2 Z E:::f that in the Board’s Proceedings, No. 3,632, dated 16th May 1868, paragraph 4, it was laid down -
- : .L:?_'i é ;.Q & E‘{ £ - o SRR that forest products from jungles not reserved were frce, but from the context of the paragraph,
éz:???; 3 = - a E:j - .. it appeared to me, that the Board recognized the right of the Forest Department to scll the
5 3 §§ g.-s: & % @ g products of those forests in charge of the department. I conscquently gave contracts to certain
1 %;:?,_é ny ) g- - 3 b parties to collect forest products.
: ~ %.:”g 3 . f.: R s E* J:; § ' 2. With the exception of Sholizars on the Ballyrungams, many of whom are in our employ,
i ] 3 3 § ;,: . . g% g o . :'% L there qre no Iill tribes in Colle.gfxl, Bhowany, and Suttiamungalum, and formerly the real col-
;1 ; 2 g b o« g w b ‘ lectors of forest_produce were villazers in the vicinity of forests, who, were employed by merchant_i'. -
¥ i ) _ 7 R and these alone reaped the benefit from our forests. L
‘: ‘ ) ‘ L . - . ) ' Y From H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Acting Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting Sccretary to the
- . . . o - . . ) : . x ' . Board of Revenue, dated Maloopolliem, 29th January 1870, No. 23:—
. S } ) ’ < -g; : . T uave the honour to request the attention of the Board to my letter, dated 5th October last,
R e e e o A } A Y, 1 © No. 190, referred in their Proceedings, under date 26th idem, to the Officiating Conservator of
i v B T T T T e . L! ' = T Farests for his remarks. Iam now engaged on the settlement of the Coimbatore Talook, and
X . ) . ‘. yesterday a number of the Mulcers and other hill tribes appeared before me, with a complaint of
. ' - : ‘ \ b the Forest Contractor’s interference with their ancient privilege of collecting jungle produce. I
J _ o . : ‘ s ,; informed them that the matter had been referred to, and was under the consideration of the Board
s ) . “1. . of Revenue, and that in the meantime, they were at liberty to collect and scll gall-nuts, and other
. L ' \ . ~*_ - hill produce as heretofore. I should be glad of éarly and definite instructions on the subject, and
‘ 7 . : : A * " avail myself of the opportunity to point out that if the Forest Department is permitted to mono-
) . H polize these jungle products, the half savage tribes who live in the hill ranges will be deprived of
; - i almost their sole means of subsistence. They are cheated enough, as it is, by tha Chetties who
{ a i purchase their honey, wax, nuts, etc., but if handed over to the mercies of a single Contractor,
, 1: * ‘ ' Co -backed by Governmeut authority, I anticipate their being driven to commit robberies and other
| 3 . ‘ . o \ : P offences to eke out a livelihood.
‘ V ‘ L y o 2. T should mention that this talook adjoms Suttiamungalum, referred to in my letter
A i ‘ i quoted above ) Co '
- j \ :‘ i - /
. . : ) . / ' ' . From Major R . BEDDOME Officiating Conscrmtor of Forcsts, to the Acting Secretary to
1 : ) : . . , i . . the Board of Revenue dated Ootacamund, 12th \Iarch 1870, No 2,002:—
- ' ' : : ‘ ( : , I mave the honour to forward a memorandum on the sub;ecb of hill produce from Licutenant-
- n Colonel Morgan, for the information of the Board. .
s |
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that gall-nuts and resins, etc., should be made over to Forest Officers. Government in thexr _ A § ;9;:::;3 i" (;mt\vhxch](}o;:rnment have the power to exclude trespassers. Even undar the.propqsed'
(order on the Forest Report, 5th October 1867, \'o 2,340, para'rraph 20, remarked—'l‘hc questxon i . oo ¢ ; 1101(13)’ after compensating existing righéz, that the .power can be acquired. As

‘of forest produce is a delicate one. : | po:ln ;:1 out Lyt c. ollector, there is no powcer of dealing with complaints made by the contractors,

( Since this, nothing has been done to settle the matter. | : g and the contracts should at once cease. ‘ r

. In Collegal, thert are not five Sholigars to the square mile, in Bowany and Suttiamungalum,’ “ ' (True Copies and Extract.)

{still less, the greater part of whom are in our employ, consequently, they arc quite unable to ; . . - .
|collect gall- nuts, etc., all they can manage is to collect a little honey and wax. " If tho gall- nuts (Signed) J. fGR?SE i /

‘are not collected by merchants, they are burnt in the annual firzs; tb s I keow f"om pe rsonalf or Acting Sec'etary.
‘observation to be the case. :

I I appears to me that to protect the intercsts of the Iull tnbe znd t‘\(“w of | Juvemment tho|
Forest Oficers might-give contracts for gall-nuts, tamarind and seace?}Jus mvmfr roots, honey,

‘and wax ta the > 11 tribes. A settlement of thig question is rmportent,; €ansc Ln.‘er the present;

e) stem, Govery ‘ent loses the produce, and the oaly gamers '.’..u ou*ﬂde ;r."u‘hants \\Lo reap all

Le profit, whinve e conserve the trees for them. L et , !
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. - “ SR " Bietosiu 1\0 1 . : : ,g S g 8. This propos:ﬂ however, the Government refused to sanction, observing that - there was | §
%1‘ Lisatenant.Colonel TL. K. MORGAY, Deputy Conservutor to the Ofﬁcmtm" ConservatorJ ) \ ] no more reason to suppose that their semi-savaze tribes would be better treated by the a'vents of N %
; ! o of Forests, dated Ootacamund, 11th March 1870, No. 781.° oo ¢ the Forest Department, than they were by the merchants and agents. SRS
? } " Wirn reference to your ’letter No. 1,952, dated 25th February 1870, T have the honour to L 2 ) . 0. The Board consider that this ruling of Government must be taken as decisive, and that £
ﬁmnex a Memor’mdum on the subject of the forest produce. : ! - ; . all interference with the collectxon of jungle products by the Hill tribes and ryots, must be at ;
‘ » : MUemorandum. + o . ¢ : {4 - once put a stop to. - There is no question as to.the long enjoyment of the right to collect, and e
’ }I In the Forest Report for1867 68, Dr. Cleghorn in paragraph 17 of his Report ree0mmended { | there are no forests in the distriet, which can be considered as coming within the definition of Y
|
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To the Conservator of Forc=ts, with copy of letters from
: ’ ‘ Collector of Coimbatore.

Copj to the Collector of Coimbatore,

e - qaSe o e e o -

L ) o
- . . R 1 v, . - - }

In the ﬁrst of these letters, the Conscrvator replies to a ref.ren"e from the Board, on the i

Subject of renting the Hill products of the Collegal, Bhowany and Suttiamurgalum Talooks, and] ’

e\plams that the measure has been adopted in consequence of the forest, and these ta]ooLs bemgg

resuted Yorests, and there being no jungle tribes, except the Sholigars in the Ballyrungams, | 1 :

Major Morgan states that formerly the real Collectors of Forest produce, were the villagers in the: N . . . -

’ ?vrcunty of the forests Who were employed by merchants and that tbese alone reaped the beneﬁti . : ’ . : o
o " from the forésts. ~ "7 T e : ’

‘ - 2. In his second Ietter Major Morgan states that the II1H tribes in Collegal and Bhowany

me so few in number, and so much employed in the Forest Department that they cannot collectg P . L . g ) . B

'the gall-nuts.or_in fact anything but roots, honey and wax, and he accordingly suggests thatt » "f"‘ - W A T“'t‘m - S . T B s

thcse three articles should be left to them and contracts be given out for the other products by, : » '

L the Forest Department - e Co . r ‘ .

’ 3. The Collector on the other h:md strongly objects to these contr'tcts and is of oplmon that: C ] o

if the contractors are allowed to monopolise these jungle products, the tribes will be deprived of } . o ] . L ) . ‘

almost their sole means of subsistcnce. From his sccond letter it would appear that the systemi ‘ . - . 7 . I - : '

;:as been extended to the Colmbatore Tnlook in whxch the jungle trlbes are by no means few in; ' ’ A

S s T T ST - ey 2 Ty = T

.
i e

o e it e

umber. ‘ .-

4. Junrrle farms were ordered to be- abandoncd in seven. dlbt“CtQ of which Coxmbatore is
ne, in 1854, as being a source of oppression, and this policy is referred to in Government Order,
th July 1864, No. 1,181, and has never since been abandoned. -

- 5. In their Proeeedmgs of 5th June 1865, No. 2,977, the subject was discussed on a com-
; i ’ [phmt of the Collector of Coimbatore, that Major Morgan had again re-imposcd these Hill rents, |
' fmd the Conservator was referred to the recent orders of Government, and requested to cancel lns

g

|

e o s . N BT g

orders. : et S e 5o -

" 6. The only quectlon for con=1derat10n is, as to how far these orders are affected by the fact ;
f certain Forests being now considered as reserved. - !

‘ 7. In their Procecdings of the 1st February 1809, I\o 653 the Board with reference to% . - \ . , ‘ . .

the Salem jungles, deprecated the renewal of the renting system, but stated that they saw no | J ! Lo ' ‘ Lo . ) SRS . - : &
ob;ectxon to the Forest Department collecting and gelling spontaneous products i in their reserve, i " ‘ : . B}

: ithrough the agency of the Hill tribes at liberal rates of remuneration, '
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