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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' ‘ ~ 23rd June 1870. :

‘No. 281, Read the followipg Proccedings of the Board of Rerrenue, dated 10th
- ’ May 1870, No. 3,146 :— - .
Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 6th September
o 1869, No. 2,515, Revenue Department, :

 » ABSTRACT.f—Raz'lzc‘a<T/ Chuttrims.—Letter from Government of India, declining
to increase the allotment of land for their maintenance, comm anicated to the Board
of Revenue for their opinion on the suggestion for raising funds for keeping the
Chuttrums in proper order, ' o '
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" Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 11th November 1869, No. 8,358.

Read also the following letter from the Collector of N orth Arcot, to the Acting
: . Secrfatary to the Board of Revenue, dated camp at Vellimalai, 6th April »
S ‘ 1870, No. 117, ,
. o I nAvE the Lonour, with reference to the Proceedings of the Board, dated 11th
R o o o 4 November last, No. 8,358, to submit the letter from Govindu Chetty, which formed
R - o - . 7" an enclosure to my Acting Head Assistant’s letter, dated 2nd October 1869, No.364,
o o . ... - and to state that Mr. Wilkinson again reports that there is no land procurable in
‘ the neighbourhood for the endowment of the Choultry at Arconum, My own
opinion is, that for the present it would be unwise to thrust the management of the
establishment upon any private person until the new scttlement at the Arconum
.station has taken firmer root than it has yet had timie to do, . R Y
8, Thus far there is every indication of growing pros.pority, and cventuallyr ‘
T L : the place must, from its position, bccome an important commercial centre. The
T . N P woalthier villages are at some distance from Arconum, and I should distrust any
L arrangement which placed the management of this Choultry in other thap o
R resident’s hands, CL ‘ ‘
o~ 8 ILinspeeted the Choultry when at Arconum to receive His Royal Highness -
the Duke of Edinburgh, and then arranged with the Tahsildar that » Sweeper on .
Rupees 4 (to be paid from Local Funds) should meanwhile be entertained, The
Range Officer was at the same time directed to prepare an estimate for a verandah
on the side of the building sct apart for brahmins and facing the Railway road, and
for two covered sewers. These cstimates when reccived I shall submit with an
: explanaiory letter for the orders of Government. With these additions the Choultry
is all that a building of the dimensions can be, and is, from all accounts, the most
largely and continuouslyifrequentcd establishment of the kind in the district.
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Excrostee No. 1.—Letter from Govindu Chetty.
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3t .7 Ix their Order of the 12th March 1869, No. 679, Government sanctioned an
o endowment of land, assessed at Rupees 60, for the Railway Chuttrums at Arconum
~ znd Erode, They afterwards applied to the Government of India for sanction to
relax. the Chuttrum Rules, and grant a larger endowment ; hut the Government of
» Indiarefused, and suggested that funds might be obtained eithor from the Railway
*» Company, or by levying fees, or that the Chuttrumsinight be leased to contractors,
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- . ‘ 23rd June 1870, o ;f

2. The Board are of ‘opinion that neither of these suggestiox_:g can WeH be %

ag}dptcd:the Railway Compahy are under no sort of obligation to support the | ] '
Chuttrum: the colleetion of fees would be g hardship to travellers, and. would | ‘

necessitate the entertainment of g collector “on a . comparatively high  salary. " - ?

Neither this measure nor the proposed leasing of - the Chuttrums could be carried i

A}

-

1 out without preventing nuny ix Sple from resorting to them who would otherwise J
have done so, : S ' N

] 3. The minimum cost of ‘maintenanco may be_ estimated at Rupees 13-8-0 |
§a~month. In the case of Erode the endowment of Rupces 5 a-month can be supple- {

H

'
Y
1

' Rupces 9 a-month, as proposed in the letter reéordeﬂ-lh‘BQ?rd’s Proccedings, 7th f
{January 1869, No. 48. The sauction of Government to this arrangement is ;

{'accordingly requested, - .- L o '_s
4. In the case of Arconum thereis a new difficulty, because no waste Jang can "’

! be found for the endowment. Tfe Collectorrecommends that the sum of Rupecs 60
be paid out of the gencral revenues of the village. The case is an cxceptional one,
{ and the Board think that ], recomm mdation should be adopted, ~ Ag regards the
remaiuder of the required sum the. Board S¢6.no source from which it can b pro-
ided exeept the District Road Fund.-. R T .
9 A proposal has Seen laid ‘before the Board for giving up the Chuttrum to a

e i B vt (e

)

; private individual, on the condition that he Ashallv enlarge and maintain it ; but the
LCOIIector 1s opposed to it, and the Board agree with him in thinking it should not
Le aceepted. ‘ - - .

L T

No. 282, . - Ozpzr THEREON, 23rd June 1870, N o. 920,
- Tux reéommc#daﬁion of the Board
I .~ of Revenue to supplement the endow-
: ;*' L ment” of .the Erode Chuttrum by the
transfer to it of ! monthly allowance of Rupees 9, paid from the Chuttrum Funds

Miscellaneous, .
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ithe value thereof, namely, Rupecs 60, be paid out of the general revenue of the i
? village, but this arrangemicent is inadmissible, The grant ‘may be given from- the f
/ waste lands of some other village as near the Chuttrum as possible, - ‘The Board’s |

j?

Proposal to give the remaindep of the sum, or Rupees 82 per Imensem, required for
the Chuttruw from the District Road Fund is approved, | ‘

- (Truc Extraet.) ! ) . i

; | S |  (Signed) RS, ELLIS, -
o s .- 7 o - Chief ISecr‘etary.’ o

‘To the Board of Revepye, - . o . R
»» the Accountant-Geucra . ‘ T "~ - }
}

»» the Pullic Werks Department, T
B {;f R
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Docket to Ilead Agsistant Collector,

- Do. to do., dated 8th SeptemberlBGQ

. _grant of land for like purpose at another corner of the pettah.

: No.8,358. o

Procrepixas or THE Board oOF i{zvzxuz, dated 11th November 1869.

Read the following letter from J. D. ROBINSOXN. , Esq., Collector of North Arcot, to the Acting

. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Chittoor, 27th October 1869, No. 331:—

Anvnmwe to the Order of Government, dated 5th July last, No. 1,916, Revenue Depart- -
ment, I have the honour to submit transcript of the corres-

pondence noted in the margin, which has taken place between
my Head Assistant and myself regarding the endowment and
fature management of the Government choultry at Arconum.
I do not concur in much of what the late Acting Head Assistant
urges in disfavour of the building. Sofar as it goes, the distri-
bution of accommodation is good; and if a verandah were only A
’ ‘ added to the southern compartment, that set apart for Brabmins,
the building would afford as comfortable lodging as could possibly be expected in a choultry of its
dimension and cost. The choultry is admirably situated both as respects accessibility to the
Railway platform and the new pettah of which it forms a conspicuous feature; and if Government
were to surrender their proprietorship, the sjuare around it, which is now kept clear and has
been planted with - crnataented trees, would soon bs crowded with cooking sheds and other
unsightly out-houses, to the prejudice of ventilation and good conservancy.

2. When last at Arconum in September last I observed that a new private cboultry was
in progress of erection at the far end of the main street, and the applicant to whom Mr. Lee
Warner recommends that the Government bailding be surrendercd has besides applied for a
) When these two buildings are
finished thoy will afford that addittoual asvemmolatiou which 1S “required on the oceasions of the

dated 24th Jaly 1869, No. 726. :
Letter from do., dated 19th Augnst
1809, No. 308.

- No.879.

Do. to do.,
No. 912.

Do. from do., dated 2nd October 1869
No. 364

dated 20th September1869

" Tirutani, Tirupathi, and Kalastry festivals. S .

3. I do not, therefore, advocate the transfer of the Government choultry to private manage-
ment, and think that, with the case of the private choultry at the Renagunta. (Tu-upathl) Station
before our eyes which has been so fruitful a theme of unfavourable comment, it would be unwise to
gurrender the Government lien on the building. As, however, it has been found impossible to
procure land for its endowment, I would beg to propose that the amount of Rupees 180, which it is
proposed to allot for its mamten:mce, should be debited azainst the general rever.ues of the village,

amounting to Rupees .
4. If this proposition be accepted, 1 Would then submit for the Board’s order a scheme for A

a Manarrmfr Committee and Establishment.
Excrosvee No. 1. ‘ i
"From J. D. ROBINSO‘I Esq., Collector of North Arcot, to the Acting ITead Assistant Collector
dated 24th July 1869, ‘To 726.

. Forwaeps spare copy of the Order of Government, ‘dated 5th instant, No 1,916, Revenue
Department, regarding the chuttrum at the Arconum Railway Station, and requests that the

_Acting Head Assistant Collector will azain make inquiry as to the probability of expropriating

land in that neighbourhood of the value of the proposed endowment. Requests also that he will

report how existing arrangements fulfil their purposes.
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l — Excy : : 2‘ i ~ - 5. Ttis obyicusly necessary to turn this jnstitution to a3 much practical use ag 13 possible,
¥

:

]

‘.

‘ wnr. Esq i 1 Assistant, to the Collector of North Arcot dated | T 9 P ;
%an{ J. Lse WAR NER, Esto Acting Heo Asuis : AR s considering the enormous sum of moncy that has been thrown into its construction; but there

Sholi August 1869, No- 308.” = ¢ _ - . _
Sholinghur, 19th Augus - - ig certainly 4@ diffculty to be met with in its present unpopularity, which bas brought about the

to your docket, No. 7206, T have the honour o state thab it will be a3 impossible - ‘
¥ ’ - S o, two results— -

|
{
te 1ands bearing & ycarly ggsessment of 180 rupces (- ! ) e . : . .
. ; (1) ‘Of no person being found willing to give it 20 endowment and undertakeits manaze-
‘ . _ ‘

t endowment for the

a1 o expropriate" puttab lands and alicnate them a.s a permancn v ' ment. -

; as it will be g ' king th { cxorbitant t ms; 1 deed, such that it

i TN : § ts are & ing the mos cxorbitant ter ;in , . . . : o, :

. pattrum. 1B both cascs ihe ryo ng ] ] ‘ : . . )

’i\-o‘::l;‘be far preferable for the Government t0 make an apnual sllotment of the sum required out : ) (()lf its not havirg attracted the espected numbers of people to keep b constantly

‘ filled. : )

y ‘ . . £ A

‘ of the collect1ons of the village © 6. 1 would recommend that the Government be not put to the unnecessary expense of 2
large_establishmcnt until all the preliminary arrangements arc thoroughly made, the unpopu-

Arconurm, such’ sum to be kept in deposit in the talook and’ E

‘paid over quarterly to the person managingdtheéc_ltxzulgy. It w'ﬂ: bi, ncce&}sa:g to adopt thj‘?ffm;?; 3 '

‘ + Vet in the hands of 1Be overnment, because ¢ manager we sba Y : 1 1 are_thorous

he chuttrumn 13 kept in the b2 s > P - - larity of the cooking rooms guccessfully combated, and the institution itself qua “choultry (and

aslong ast ; R - . . ) v
. ?PP"int will be most likely .son’le official conn‘;ct;('i ‘;lt_l: tl‘xe r:lway,r:r'zrtxe ;f thivh‘}%ht: mastcrsi ; ; . ~ nota lodg'xng-house) put into good order: meantime the Soodra woman may pursue her charitable
of the gchool and not a mere 1370% for 1 sho.q < think 3 a: most 8 ceriat y that, Wi o present, ) . course of sweeping out the verandaks, and the residents will keep the rooms clean. : '
| enwillingness manifested by the ryots. _agmnsb updertaking the nganagcmcnt of the chuttrum, we P ' - ' " (True Cop )
. “ghould never gind one of them t0 whom we could cafely confide the supervision of its establishment. : “, d (Signed) 7. D. ROBINSON
| g At present thore is no cétablishment of any kind, A Soodra woman has been appointed, L e T Collector.’
: v»by the Tahsildar, and she appears to comeé daily to sweep out the place without any payment at’ . o e
\ : ' ‘all. The Brohmin Wing of the building js entirely tengnted by a Brahmin Station Master of L : - . Exctosvee No. 3. :
1 . great rcspcctability," who thus secures good accommodation enﬁirgly rent-free, and the Mussulman’ ! " FromJ. D. ROBINSON, Esq, Collector of N orth Arcot, to tke Acting Head Agsistant Collector,
1V - side gives shelter to the families of some other Railway employés of that caste. - S L .  dated Catpady, 8th September 1869, No. 870.
: 3. There have been 10 complaints ﬂ}at these “5'1"1.1“8 families keep strangers cut, and it’ R ' " { gave the honour, with reference to paragraph 2 of your letter of the 19th ultimo, No. 308,
: ’ _might, tberefore, be a._ssumed that no harm 13 donc by their presence so long as they keep fhe place - £ to observe that the state of things therein disclosed cannob be allowed to continue. Both sections
‘*{ K clean and are not the ‘subject of complaint But the Cl'mt.tmm 18 not: 3 'S\ICCCSS-' It has been’ S - of the building must be kept clear for the accommodation of bona fide travellers. .
. built entirely on REW ?rinciplcs fqta“y opposed to the }mlohble prejudices which- attend the. P - 9. With reference to tie third paragraph of your letter 1 musé observe that L do not under- X
1 -process of .cookmg 10 Ih‘ndoo _far_mhes. .1 am told th""t.' ‘f' was mo;tlobservfable h("‘V_ emgty the; «, N " gtand why the chuttrum ot Arconum ghould not be a success. If the main distinctions of caste are
A% choultry Wings were during thic whole time of the Conjeverar, and later of the Tirutan! feasts. 3 provided for, We have done all that can be done in 80 <mall a building. The various sects must .
v} ;‘ ' x\ Many‘f:amxhes ?f Brahr'nms quartered themselves zfll_over t-he cpmpound ?f.the choultry; but dxd x}ot i - conform a3 they best can to the exigencies of the place. _ , 1
t Lenter-its “°°°“’“5_‘1ﬂ xofzilfmd‘seé\aratfe dnctagét};?:n;gai(lt:?: lﬁ\icll{ ;zg:;‘zzg: here. ilosft»n:}t.we-f . : E - !; 3. The suggestioné made in p:f.ra.graph 4 are worthy of consideration, but on the sole condi- IE |
z ’ c.huttmms are built With 3 number of A1 h ’ h 1 b ate separate amxhes.;;j- it T A ;ﬁ)’ﬂ‘ ~&'ae'ml"3ﬂdfﬁdn‘d;‘xiﬁ'\”‘ﬂ‘eupnlementarv buildings ghould be un~der _the ahsnlute _eantrot of. the. = — .+ -=- %i
i  and, the greater pumber of separa'terl.'ooms t ef‘:‘ are, the more PeoP e can be accommodated. This, § suthoritics and subject to their approval or prohibition. The whole compound might otherwise 53
i . choultry has been built on the ppnf:xplg that .al} DBrahmins are of the same caste, and one wing e become {he location +f numberless ob) sctionablo out-houses ond sheds, to the prejudice of health, 7 1: ¢
o  will do for them, while the other side of the building can be used for \[ussulmen.””  This I believe Vo " comfort and appeamnce'~ S : ) : , - I
P ‘4o be quite ¥rong Brahmins being quite as distant in their internal and domestic relations, T 4_-’ The second prbpdsitidn contained in the same paragraph is utterly untenable. !
e towards one another ag they areé in their public capacity distipguishcd from Soodras or other caste;, T 5. Adverting to the remark made by you in the fifth paragraph that an ¢ enormous sum of “
) {; : people. At the same time the verandah and the large open” hall of the choultry seem to be V. S ~° money"” has bocn thrown into the construction of the Arconurm choultry, I must observe that only '“‘
R . favourite places'of resort for slceping, thouzh the cooking is done clsewhere. . - ; ! Lo - Rupees 6,000 odd have becn spent on the choultry. The private chuttrum ot Renagunta Station .
ﬂ ’ 4. There are two suggestions made. The first is, that the choultry and the, compouna%‘ !‘ 5 Co cost, it is said,’ nearly as much, and the fne chuttrum at Tirutani was probably not built for much. ’ ,
IR ~ghould be handed over to some Madras. person on the condition of his preserving the present| E H under Rupees 35,000- ' HE
A < puilding intact and seeing that the sanitary arrangements are properly carricd out. Aslongasy - Vo 6. In the same paragraph you. speak of the unpopularity of the Arconum chuttrum. I i g
.  he fulfils these terms he will have the whole charge of - the chuttrum and its establishment, and% ) z L © . - . cannot anderstand why it should be unpopular, and scarcely think that this has much to say to the <,
| its endowment will be entircly his 0Wn; but he will not be 'pfevented from adding to the present | T E— ; - difficulties in getting up an endowment and committee of mqnagement. . - : .
. puilding such 2 geries of open verandahs, or forming around it such scparate blocks of buildings, ] , b A : 7 (True Copy) . i |
“as will be available for the cooking purposes of separate families. The second suggestion is, that | v ‘ L o o 7 . (Signed) J.D. ROBINSON, }
" the pew school of Arconam ghould be allowed one-half of the building, at all events for the pre-. 1 3 ’ ' . Collector. ]
. sent. This will prevent the great expense of building ne¥ premises for that institution, and f S ' . N _ §
{1 am sure, with a few slight altcrations, one of the wings of the building, would make an admir-| f x P e IR ‘ Co Excrosves No.4. 3
. able room answering all the purposes required, and saving the Committce the 2,000 rupees they, ( : L o Trom J. D. ROBINSON, Esa., Collector of North Arcot, to the Acting 1ead Assistant Collector,
| propose t0 subscribe. ‘Such arrangements would then be made for keeping the front verandah \ ¢ - ' - - dated Chittoor, 20th September 1869, No. 912.
i and the big open room purely for the use of -travellers asare necessary, and the room now | ) S - flavixg, In MY Jetter of the 8th instant, No. 879, and in personal conference With you at
% RE Arconunm, settled the minor points noticed in your's of the 19th ultimo, No. 308, there yet remaing,

! genanted exclusively by the Drabmin Station Master could be altered, orieft as it is, though,
son 0CCUPYing it more than three. days EhO‘}‘a have to pay some slight charge! b I find undisposed of the all-important question of endowment. Upon this no inquiries were made

t T think that any per
, for the prjwilege. : ‘ ] o S ' St during our recent visit, and the matter is, in fact, one which requires a much fuller discussion than
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would then have been possxble I would, therefore suggest tha.t you take an early opportumty ; ~ ‘ :
of making a halt of some days at Arconum, in view to effect some' definitive arrangement of. one R references to the authorities. Consequently, we are now to decide whether to charge the Govern-
Lmd or other. An endowment in land if procurable would no doubt be the proposition. most - ‘ L * ment revenues with the yearly sum of 180 Rupees, or to make the building over to the applicant
acccptable to Government; but, failing that, it is desirable we should have the alternative arrange- " ‘absolutely and without restriction, so long as he and his family keep it up a3 a chuttrum. Whatever
ment you propose in the first part of your letter in all its dectail of names, conditions, etc. : . ., [1sdone, I hope you may be able to decide qulckly, as the buﬂdmg is, in the pxesent system of things,

'T, thercfore, beg you'will give this matter your earliest consideration, as it is hopeless to expect in ' : AR rapidly becoming unpopular. - - » -
the present irresponsible happy-go-lucky form of management, that the institution can be satis- | . " \ .( 5. T may add, in conclusion, that it required some pressing on my part to xnduce Govindu
f“m“]y fulﬁllmg its purposes. - N ? R B * Chetty to make this proposal about taking over the Government chuttrum, and at first he seemed

; . : (True Copy.) ‘ IR )‘ ~ only bent on receiving the vacant plot of groundalready promised on the Tirutani road and build-

! N - - _ (Sl"“ed) J.D. ROBINSON, ' "~ . _ L ing after his own plan, but the site of the present choultryis so well chosen that I would infinitely

- ’ : ' Colleotor. ' prefer to sce this extended and made generally useful. :

(True Copy.). '
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Excrosure No. 5.

}From J. Lzr«: WARAER Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector, to the Collector of North f&rcot
- dated Ranipett, 2nd October 1869, No. 364:— :

i
| ) A ‘ (Signed) J. D. ROBINSON,
N . - . Collector.

b
*

. .
; ! , : ) Tae Collector is requested to submit the letter from Govindu Chetty which formed an
i f encloscd letter from Govindu Chetty, resident of Madras. - R -y ./ %zt enclosure to his Acting Head Assistant’s letter of the 2nd October 1569, No. 364, and to report
L2 Iam unrescrvedly in favour of what you call the ¢ alternatwe propo:ed " and, Whlle the - , A - " » whether land assessed at the reduced amount of Rupees 60 per annum, which is all that is allowed
{accompanying enclosure points out to you,.as clearly as I have ‘endcavoured to do in my letter, - i 3<£ " by the Supreme Government, can be assigned to the choultry.
INo. 308, the unsuitability of the present building, it also prOwdes the escape, and, if accepted, b
‘saves the Government a large further necessary outlay “Inspite of your seeming inclined to dispute . . : T (Signed) J. GROSE.”
the asscrtions of mine negativing the possibility of -the success of the building in its’ present : »,w;”f“:’ n ' : 8 'Sub-secrétary.‘
arranvement of rooms, I am prepared to state that I have now halted on two- occasions for some ’ R : :
¥two or three days together in the 1mmedlo.te vicinity of the’ chuttrum, and that I have witnessed i '
"the inconveniences of it.. These were ordmary days, and yet the chuttrum was always crammed . s r
.full at night. Govindu Chetty offers to enlarge the building and to accommodate travellers of all . R
,sorts and castes on the terms of being granted ““ev ery right of proprxetor=hxp " Ihave boen ‘ ) j‘ S LT
i
Fard

Wirn reference to your letters, Nos. 879 and 912, I have the honour to fomard you the T ;

-

s a—
it !p ‘
N

'; o g ;1 e ~ (True Copies and Extract.)

lover the building Wlth Govindu Chetty himself, and I believe he is actuated as he ¢ says in lgr :
} Tetter, by pure motives of cnarxty inthe matier: "1 I3 g ma 0t respectablhty and greo.t W ealtlx —

in Madras He has no connexions in this part of the country; but, like all rich Hindoos, he is
anxious to found some charitable institution during his life-time, and, if you look at the last para-" ‘
graph of his letter, you will know his determination i in the matter from his askmar oncc more } e
for the plot of ground previously allotted to him. X o . : , .

3. In your letter, No. 912,'I cannot understand there stxll bomf' an 1dea. in your mmd that o \

»
5.
N

|
5
)
{
i
1
i
t
i

; land is procurable for an endowment in the vicinity of Arconum, or; if procurable that it is cul- ’ \
;f;tlvable. I stated in the plainest of terms that theré was no land available, and that no re=poct- \
. able ryot in Arconum or near it wished to have anything to do with the management of the
* choultry.~ I said that the only course for Government was.to make an assignment of the sum
i intended to be allotted, on the revenucs of the village, to prevent any confusion in the accounts, ;
. such sum to be annually deducted in the form of a remission at jummahbundy and handed over to
" the care of the Tahsildar for the maintenance of the establishment through the year.” Thxs was - S
my other proposal, and I never hinted even at the possibility of ﬁndmrr land. - . : : : » e
4. The matter siands thus:—a chuttrum has been built at the Government expense at ' B ' a ’ |
Y - Arconum, and no arrangements have yet been made for its endowment maintenance. As we can
i find no person willing to part with his lands in the vieinity of Arconum and to undertake tho .
i { i management of the establishment, the building is left on our hands It is obviously undesuable : :
: i that the Government should undertake the manawcment of such an institution when it can be left i
rto private hands. Govindu Chetty offers to do the needful, and improve the building and Leep up ; : :
.} anestablishment at his own expense if the choultry be made over to him with ““every right of owner- ST - o .
ship.”” 1le is obliged to demand every right ofe ownerslup, as he might otherwise find himself A
;l held fast In every s heme of lmprovement and totally preventea from moving w1thout perpetual
4
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i Gorernment Qoggélmo >Ro==8 in Zong
> Arcot District,—Collector requested to submit
% letter from Govindu Chetty of Madras offering

, to take over, and to report whether: land as-
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