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Pmcegdmn-g of the l[mlrm ("orern ment, Reumue Department,
22nd June 1870

v
11

No. 959. |

Read the followmfr Proceedmga of the Board of Reveuue dat“d 4th
JNo 13,805 :— :

- June 1870

1

Read the follow ag lettcrs r—

From the Ofﬁcmtmw Conservator of Forest
- of Revenue, ddted Ootacamund }18th April 1870, No. 2,060."

Wit reference to pararrraphs 6 and.7 of the Procecdings of - the Board,
No. 1,735, of the- Lth ultimo, I have the honour to informn you that I have had u

ns recrards ﬁrewood charcoal and bamboos; and also on the rights of the ryots in
his- dx:trlct zmd I have arranged with him @nd Colonel Morgan, the Forest Oificer

" of the dxstrxct that hcenscs and free passes & Qim.ll be at once dxatrxbuted to the heads

of villages.” - &

"2 1 forward a Ietter* {from Colonel Mox ‘can on the subjoct of the Contract
s) stem. I do not well sce how we can
, i dispense with it as far. as these petty.
collectlons are concerned, and upon my talefr over the matter with the Collector
I found he was not opposed to it as long as the rights of the people are not inter-
fered with, The contractor in this case pa}b a certain sum annually to be allowed’
to collect the authorized seigniorage upon. firewood, charcoal, and bamboos; he
fells nothing himself, .but simply issues pa:sea and receives the seigniorage and secs
that these articles are not removed clandcstmely from the jungles. This relieves
our establishment of a great deal of troublesome unimportant work, and’ cnables

*No.‘ 83’» ‘dated 12th Arrxl 1810.

‘ :_them to give their attention to timber opﬂra.txons and to conserving the jungles,

-

which they could not well do if they had to check all the tickets and passes issued
for the articles given on contract. The contractor cannot well attempt to inter-

fere with parties entitled to free passes, as these passes, etc., will now be issued
by the Revenue officials or heads of vxllaae‘; ; and if he does, by the terms of tho
contract it could be annulled at once; the Revenuo authorities will besides take

. care that there is no mterference.

"8, Imustadd that I am doubtful how far .1t is expedlent to allow an alinost

indiscriminate issue of free passes such : as is now being introduced, and I feel
_that it may be much abused. - Tam far ‘from! wxslunrv to encroach upon tho

established pnvrlefres of thery ots, but we must fruard against the abusc of theso
*Railroads are utterly altermv he features of the country, and privi-

prwllefres.
The demand for timber

leges hitherto in existence must - dlsappear pcfore them.

and fuel in all districts traversed by the rail is already so far beyond what can bo .

looked upon as the permanent supply, that|it is becoming an imperative duty on
the part of Government to clearl_y define all rights and introduce stricter conser.

vancy.
‘it may cause much opposition and heart-birning at first, it will doub‘les:ly be to
the mterests of the people in thelong run, 3nd must be mtroduced sooner or later.

- My dutles for the last thirtcen years (or fvcr since tho commencement of rail-

roads) have taken me most constantly into all the jungles of the districts traversed’

by the Madras leways, so I speak from u&peucncc. Previous to what we may
call thc era of radroads the demand for WTOd was probably less than one- qunrter
3
{

ety

to the Acting Socretarv to the Board -

: consultatlon with the Collector of Coimbatorc on the subject of the Contract system .

" The welfare and future prosperity of the country demand it; and, although
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorvernment, Revenue Department,.

22I(d JQ[”C 1870- oo i o . ‘ . :

o

¢

(of the annual re-productlon ; it i3 now considerably in excess of the annual )1eld 4

}so without sy stematxcally organized plantmrr and a stnct conservancy we must ;

at a erisis, 4 ,
in time arrxve %
E\CLoszurx No. 1. ‘
Froxn Iaeutcnant Colomel II:'R. MORGAN, pcputy Conservator of I‘oreets, to the Oﬂ‘xcxatm'

) Conscrvator of Forests, dated Ootacamund, 12th April 1870, No. 836. ‘

|
Ao,
B

I mave the bonour to inform you that a firewosd contractor is of grcat xmportance te' the
.department for the foilomnﬂ TC2S0N3 1~ - - ,

1. It woull be itepossible for our small
and charcoal licenses, eollect the money, and copscrve the Junnles at the same time, -

2. Some two years ago we had no firewood contractor ; the consequerce was that the Junlrlcs

{
N
|
; aff of Peons to check all the ﬁrcwood bamboos
{
I
gwere not conserved, and the whole time of the;Peons was taken up in collectmo seigniorage on .

firewood, bamboos, and charcoal ; the Peons became demorahzed and pa.s~ed thexr tune in ca.lcalat- ‘
i ing how many Rupees per diem they could e'nbeule : ’
f 3. The contractor pays 960 rupees a year !for the prmle"e of - scllmw firewood, bambooc and
i charcoal ; he fells no timber, but issues passes and receives the established seigniorage, and 8ces
; hat firewool, b;xm)boos, and charcoal are not carried out of the jungles without his pass.
Z 4. The contractor cannot interfere thh tie ryots’ free felling, as thcv are now _to be supphed
f with passes granted by the Revenue authonnes and shoulq Le mterfn.re with the ryots in any
? way by the terms of the contract it c:m be ann\ﬁlled S . -

The contractor has nothing to do xnth the fdhno of buxldm-v txmber thxs is 1mxned1ately

under the Forest De partment whether felled by license or departmentally P

From the Oﬁicmtmw Conservator of Forests, to thc Actmcr Secretary to the.
Board of Revenue, dated Ootac?mund 19th Apnl 1870, No. 2,072

"Wrrn reference to the Proceedm ¢s of the Board of Revenue, No.- 1 626 of
the 9th ultnno, and to the Gov ernment Order, No. 406 of the 6th instant, I hav |
. the honour to forward a letter® of expla--
. nation from Licutenant Walker, Who was
t111 very lately the Forest Oihcer in chapoe of South Arcot. - ..

2. Some of Mr. Lister’s statements appear to have been made \Vlthout correct
mformatxon of the facts of the case or of the working of our department Tlne would.
not have oceurred if he had- taken the trouble to consult’ Wxth our. ofhccrs, or if all
complaints had been referred to our department for explanatlon I, however, quito
agree with the Acting Head Assistant that our department is from its paucity not’
in an efficient state in this district, and|1 bave lately been urging upon | Govern~
ment the neccs»lty of appomtmo a sepatate ofﬁcer to the charge of 'South Arcot
Our work in Salem has so much increased Iately that it is impossible for the F orest
Officer of that range to give much attention to South Arcot.- I trust thercforc
that the Board will urge Government to eanchon this arrangement and I feel surc
ﬁ\at if we had a young officer in charde of the range and under the Collector’s
orders in al]. matters relating to the ryts’ rights, ete., ‘that matters could imme-
diately be arranged to the satisfaction of the Collector. * Mr. Cadelly who' relieved

v

* No. 24, dated 13th Apnl 1870.

i = e oS AT T s e e s i

.| Licutenant Walker in charge of this rapge, was about to procecd to South Arcot :

" in October last to consult with the Collector on forcst matters ; but more import-
ant work in the Salem range, with reference to the rallway fuel “supply, obliged

-4;..‘1 EREY oot

4

cod ¥E s e B iGa nExeie moabs oD
Rt 10 herk ke & A sl o ek ety Wi ez o X - RN

s ,-J....,vlc..‘ A At an

¢

4

i
1

H
b

3

et o SRR L g bt i el s b s 4

POPRISS

g PR L €S L B s St

e aamap g

i aew

h.mp—-— [RSTIR

Y e N kg et f ey

by .

-

Te N WeRTe e

s s

Ca e M e st T g

R -
T
i " ]

5 L et

e e ap

DI N R . e

T

¢ a—a

}thece men to see that these artxclc: are not rémovcd without t«(,wmora"e payments,
klf this dcvolved on our Peons 1t would QqulLy the whole of their timeto the detri-
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Py oceedmgc of the Umlrm (zovernment, Renenue I)epar!ment
22ud June 1870 N
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me.to detain lnm in Salem, He subscqucntly fell ill, and the charge of tho rango’
has devolved temporarily on one of the Assistant Cullwtors of the Salem District.:

3. ‘In‘my letter to the Board, No. 2,060, of the 18th instant, I have alreadva
explained ﬂldt I do not think it would be wise to attempt to do away with contrac-
tors as far as firewood, charcoﬂ and bamboos arc. concerned; it is the duty of:

i s omnan i ek s

ment of any conscrvancy operations ;- they would have great opportunitios of cxtor-r
 tion, and would be always taking brlbm, anil thev piust toa certain extent become‘
moncy'enllectms as small sums like 3 pies gould not always be paid into a Trca-n
t’ sury. Mr. Lister’s argument against the system is the only one that can beadvanc--
 ed, namelv that the contractors and their = (rents will do their best to annoy the;
people. This might, however; be equally adx anced against any arrangcment fora,
depfzrtment collection of scigniorage or chcehn«r of passes. From my own e\:pe-"
rience I am sure that the ignorant villagers would be more likely to stand in awe,
 of, and submit to extortion from, our belted!Peons than they would from contrac- .
tors who are known not to be Gm ernment a"ents. Little or none of this would bo

‘ attempted, or, if attempted, escape detectlofl if we had an active Forest Officer i in

charge of cach range, and acting under the pollcctor s orders on all these matters, '
and in conctant communication with the ‘Revenue authorities. It was from long”
expericnce in these matters that T urged updn Government the nceessity of placmw :
our officers more under Collectors with reference to the open forests, and of giving
us more of the support and assistance of the Revenue oﬁlcmls. Licutenant
Walker’s precantxons to n’uard the mhabxtants against any extortions on the side of :
the contractors appear to me to have been sufﬁcxent He explains that the contract ,

|

¢ Officers.” - P -y

was merely for the collcctxon of a selr>'nlor:1c (in no case to excecd that authouzed
b) Government) on firewood and eharcoal cut for sale, and that the contractor was |
bound under penalty of a forfeiture of hxs contract and sccurxt), ete., to certain
‘rules, amongst which was the following -
~ %In no way to interfere with the I‘l"htb of ryots and villagers to cut head-
“loads of firewood free and thhout permxselon and ‘bandyloads of firewood,
0 anrlcultural 1mplcments etc., on free pasies lSaued by the Divisional and 'lalook

B T

Theso rules were pubhbhed i the .Dzstrzct Guzette, copics sent to all Tahsil-
dars and many Village Officers, and evcry'mc'ms taken to make them generally
‘known.” After these precautlons it is hard that our department should be blamed :
if wnorant villagers choose to submit to extortion from contractors and never in ¢
 the first’ instance refer the matter to us Jr to the Revenue authoritics ; but, as I f
have already stated, this would not be hkc!y to occur with an active Forest Officer
in charge of cach range. '

4. - I have not scen the petition a]ludcd to, but I cannot make out from Mr.
Lister’s lettcr that the ryots of the Trmomaly ‘Talook have anything like a |
subs tfmtxal gricvance. - - :
) (,harcoal is not by any Govcrnment Order given free to ryots or otherj, :
they can bring firewond out of the Junvles and . convert it into charcoal at their
own houses if they like; but, unlccs we hdad the cpe(;d) destructxon of theJungIcg
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‘fI’rocec’(lmrr\ qfl/ze Ua(lrm Govermnc zt Revcnue Depa) lment
; - 22nd June 1670 :

5 D
2 -

~in view it would never do tovall(")\ir‘the indiscriminate preparation of charcoal: "
’ . . i * - .
' inside the _]unn'les by the mhabxtmt _ There can, I believe, be no. two opinons

on this subject.

6. The fact of tho contract qellmn‘ at far less than it was worth_is probably

- correct but it was the first instance of such contract being given, and it natuxaily
. sold low. Competmon would soon brmw it to its market ‘value, and contracts of
this nature can always be put up at au up\et pnce, or adv ertlaed for by tcndexs

" over and above a stated sum. - 3
7.- In forwarding this letter tolGovcrnmcnt I rcquest that the Board \nll

 also submit my. letter, No. 2 ,060, of tle 18th instant, as bearing upon the casein

. "question, and also-Lieutenant Walker {letter hu’ethh forwarded, by which it will

bo scen that his views on the subject’ of contractors, with reference to what may

‘e called our petty collections, are thc same as Colonel Mor!ran and my own.

8. Captain Gosling will be assumm(' charge of the Salem and South Arcot.
- Ranges very shortly if a separate oﬁicer is not appomted for South Arcot.’ I shall’

.direct him to take the earliest oppovtunity of meetmfr and conferring with the
Collector of the district. - - :

i

fl

Excx.cswn No. 1.

A From Lieutenant C. S. WALKER, Deputy Conservator of Forests Madura and Tinnev clly, to the
Oiﬁcxatmg Conservator of Forests, Ootacamund dated I\odaLaui 13th April 1870, No. 24,
"W 1TH reference to your letter No. ..,077 dated 4th instant, calling on me for rbport on tho

system of contracts in South Arcot and Mr, Lister's remarks, recorded in Board's Proceedings,

" Ne. 1, ('26 of Oth March, I have the honour to state that the contracts given by me were merely
- for the ** collecnon of a scigniorage, in no cate to exceed that formerly levied by Government on |
_Landyloads of firewood brought for sale and charcoal, or for the sale of those from depdts at rates *
fixed by this department ;" the tracts where fdlmﬂ' of firewood and burning of charcoal might ba
carried on being fixed by us from time to tlmeT and the contractors bound under penalty of for-
. feiture of contract and sccurity, in addition to such other punuhments as the law vrould permit,
to certam conditions, amongst which were the }‘ollomnv $— .
(1.) Inno way to mterfare with the rights of ryots and villagers to cut headloads of fire-
wood free and without permission, and bandvloa,ds of firewood, afrrxcultural xmplemcnt cte., cte.; 5

- ; on free passes issued by the Divisional and TalooL Officers. - - .

(2.) On noaccount to raise the scale of charges by sale from their depdts above the rates

: ﬁxed by the Forest Officer, (which was done in consultation with the Talook Tahsxldars, and a8

-mearly as ‘possible represented the average rate charged before such contracts were given).

(3.)- On no account to refuse to issue a ticket ‘or pass entitling an applicant to fell‘on;
payment of a scigniorage identical with that whxch had formerly been levied by Government. (This '
gave parties the option of either buying the arhcle they required, or obtaining the same them- |

selves from the tracts laid down in the forest or! Junvle onpay ment of the sewmora've authonzcd by
Govemment) . - I : : :
The above conditions were published in the District Gazette, - copies sent to all Tahsxlﬂ
~dars and many V 111:1"0 Officers, and every méans taken to make them generally known, and
after these precautxons I really do not see how we are to blame if people submit to exactious on tha

part of the contractors when they have the means of redress in their own hands, viz.; a complain't :

to the Forest Department or Divisional Officer, and a criminal charge before the Magistracy., As
regards charcoal in particular I am' not aware of {my rule or order of Government which grants it

_ to the people free of seigniorage, and am inclined to think that they are not entitled to it as ths .
_quantity of firewood consumed in its manufacture is very large, and great damage is' dome by its

[

i

4.'4 -'.‘LLM. ¢ ARG

N RN e o e e i Al e KT ST A T T <0 R R

Bh i e AR e b Gk ot St . i o S i o S

b

- ” 7
:;“Procccdmvrs' of the Madras Goveri V;zcnt I»evenue Departmm{

o T 29nd June 1870.

g

ind sc'riminate’prebarations I should not, however, L'ue maintained this view if the Collector -
T.iHexpressed any wish or epuuon to the coutrary, (r if the people bad claimed it as a right,
ia -thich case Ishould have been * guided entirely by lhe (‘ollec»or 8 opinion, reporting the matter -
{ir $he information of- the Doard. ' '
S X I am glad to sce that the Collector docs me full Ju=t1ce in this respect in para gmph 6 of
Ls ctter, and I am certain that any abuses Lad only} to be }r» u,l.s to notice to be redressed if
'l cause of complaint was foand to exist. I cinnct thcrefore agree with the Board that
Jjuses cannot be kept in check ‘under the conditi) £s which Mr. Lister describes, o as ample
[ 1z rovis xon Vna made for their preuntxon and punish ¢nt.
Turmng to Mr, Lister’s letter, whilst I af' e mth much that ke says, partxcularly as to
¢tk ;:mclty of our estallishment, which have been 3. ;
1.3 v jtation in affirming ismost prejudicial to the i m ists of Gevernment both in a financial and
LIRY f"vzmcy light, T cannob agree with him that the * ‘lijﬁbﬂ of Trinomaly Lave a substantial griev-
*“ce,’i or that if they have: ;“we_can never guard agi inst such an event whilst needy irresponsible
ser. o of the position oPfhese sub-¢olitraetors have he gole power of granting passes for an agri-
=il:urgl mecessity.’ I confess to be utterly unablq to see the necessity or advantagze of his -
2ix wgenca from the partxcular subject referred to hin for report in order to indulge in rhetorical
‘fourishes about ** paper blockades’ and calculatxonsgof the area to be looked after by each forest”
Yoin ,{which are neither requisite nor accurate, Leing based on the premises that—
R 5 1at. —There are seven Peons for Trimomaly Tilook alone, whilst there are really only that
rumbe i in the two talooks of Trinomaly ard Kullacu?chy.
12nd, —-That the whole area of the talook is fcfrest or jungle, whereas, of course, there is
1t ong-hundredth part which can be classed as exthcr
3rd.—That the forest Peons are supposed to r.orL unazded whereas every Policeman and
Novezte servant should be their colleagues, and tLe:r duties mainly consist in supe rvising tke’ ‘
fc‘.‘:ig etc in theforests the contract system rccdmmendmg itself, particularly asit allows of
this lejng more generally carried out. .
£1 As the original petition has not been formrded to me, Iam unablé to understand elearly
whether the complaint is two- fold, .e., has refex;nce both to timber for agricultural purposes and
cl mr:x), or only for the latter and the wool rcquxrei for its manufacture. With regard to the
furmer {agricultural 1mplements) it is only neceszary to refer to Mr. Lister’s own words at the
Qlese of “paragraph 13, viz., ** 4 ryot’can obtain aj free pass at an_/ time' to show that there
«z:1d belno substantial grievance in this respect.
CAs W the latter (charcoal) T have stated that I, o not think that the ryots are entitled to it
frc‘- of :éwmora e, but if they are there could haye been no objection to its being included in
the fron rs,sses issued by the land revenue officers as well 3 as ourselves, a3 required jor ayricul-
ral p u:po‘aeg With regard t6 the levying of a. ﬁxed rate of one Anna perplough, I consider
th:;t, 1‘thourrh the contractor or sub-contractor had ?no mg,ht to levy such a tax, and might have
forfeited bis contract by doing so, it is afier all ver/ moderate, being the seiznioraze authorized

1]
3

by Gevernrent for each headload of charcoal, and cnI) 3 pie greater than that recently authorized

by ths Loa.rd for jungles under local conservaucy, a ud levied as arule on all headloads of firewood
trouzht into the towns and larger villages from suchjunwlc.,, whereas at least six- such headloads

would be consumed in order to prepare one headlom} of charcoal.

-B. - As to the prices paid for the contracts and'rates at_ which they were sublet, whilst I do
108 0 that it ex'vctly affects the question, I may ‘mention that being the first year in which
guch oo 1%racts were . given in South Arcot, they u sturally sold low, and that, although I do not
3¢ r.,,g of cub- letting of contracts as a rule, it is \rcll known that- it is very difEcult to prevent
it, anad I therefore did not deem it expedmnt to fobbid it at least atfirst, The rates realucd Ly
tl.e tlcq must be compared with the sums realized Yy us in former years, as well as with those
fur vI x:'x they were sub-let, and as Mr. Reade say$ it cannot be expected that we should inquire

into tha character of each person who takes a public contract. Year by year there would Le more

tom ; 5 *mon 23 shoxm in Salem, and assurcdly thc State would not be a loser, whilst the interests
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of the people necd in no way be affected. I allow that the first of Mr, Lister’s alternatxves in’
paragraph 4, viz, that the Forest Dcpmrtmmt was unable to collect the charcoal seigniorage, is

l’roccedm(rs of the Madras ("m*er nment, Revenue Deparlment Ea

Iiterally correct ; but in the first place we do not collect this or any other seigniorage, and the' v

only reason why we could not detect and put :. stop to the illegal burning and removing of charcoal :
and many similar cases of forest theft, mischief, cte., was, first, the paucity of our establishment, .
which I admit was insufficient ; second, the copnn ance and support of the Nauttamgars generally:
with the depredators as already noticed in my letter, recorded in Government Order, No. 3, 203, -
dated 17th December 1869 ; and, third, the aoathy of Mr. Lister and his Tahsildars in the matter i
for whilst 1 (when in charge) made a point of asking his opinion and requesting /hxs 'assmtance
and support, I cannot remember a'single i ms,;m,e in which he vouchsafed an -espression of the
former, or in any but a negative manner gave ug the benefit of the latter.” . . C R
6. The only real cause of dissatisfaction or complaint is in fact stated in paraoraph 10 of
Mr. Lister's letter under consideration, * theJ don’t like paying for what they Lave kitherto,
liad fornothing.". Very true and very natura! but why blame th thel‘»oreat Department. - 43
7. Asto the Contract system generally, whtlst it requirey Gareful Superwsxon by the I‘oreﬂt"‘

Officer, and the co- operation of the Dmxxonar Officer and his Assistants to see that the contractors. '

do not exceed the limits and conditions under whxeh alone the contracts are given, I can say that
"cnr som3 expariencs, and taking tha interesis of the p2ople asmuch into consideration as the
revenue to the State for the collection of petty revenue on firewood, charcoal, ete., it is the best
:md most effectual plan ; the tracts where filling, etc., is to take place, the rates to be levied,
and other conditions being invariably clearly .cud down The people would soon learn not to pay,‘
more than tkey (the- contractors) were auth|or1zed to demand, and a few convictions by the
Magistracy and enforcement of the conditionsof the contract by the Forest Officer, would prevent;
any attempt at such extortion on the part of the latter ; whilst we are able to dispensc with the
system of Tannah Peons, (Government) who we have every reason to suppose adopt the same-
mcans to add to their miserably inadequate silarics, and doubtless succeed even better than the,’
sub-contractors, bem'r avowedly Govcmment servants and armed with that s;mbol of authonty——
a bealt. : i : :

8. I cannot conclude this report without availin" m)‘self of the opportunit) of callmv your,
attention to the manner in which such petitions and reports with regard to this department are;
taken up and made 'much of, whereas thcy could in most cases be scttled with case by the .
Collector and Forest Officer ; reference only bemg required if the latter refused to attend to a<"
complaint, or redress a grievance, or on the other hand if the Collector’s orders were considered |
inconsistent with the good of this department: In a somewhat similar case to that under report,’*
recorded in Board's Proceedings, No. 1,733, .dated 14th March, complaints appear to have been
sent up by the Collector without even . ca.ihn; on the Forest OFcer for report. I believe that.
such a course would not be adopted with any other department, and it is certainly n0% etiguetto,:
or commonlyJust thh reference to a branch of the Revenue Department itself, and acting av owedly;

in conjunction and in accordance with the wishes of the Collector. It is impossible for any ;-

department to work smoothly and efficiently if this course is pursued and I might with equnl
Justice send up through you to the Board or Government complaints (which I have often recciveds
and which were doubtless in some cases true in a greater or less devree) re"ardxm the working:
of the Village Jungle Conservancy or Laad Revenue Department, instead of merely - transferring-
them to the officer in charge for disposal as is customary. Were the latter _course adopted with'
regard to complaints such as that under report (as I must say s done in this lelSlOIl) it would,;

I think, save much trouble, whilst there would still be ample means' of redress, and room for ,
refercnce if our officers failed to attend to the petitions, etc. It is impossible that we can exther ,
do our work well, or take an interest in it if any one dissatisfied is encouraged to scek redress M :
the hands of another officer mthout even brjn zing his grievance, in the ﬁrat mstance to our
notice. :

T

bu_t l'eb\llt m qur otﬁocrs and subordma.tes hahm 2 more practwal kuowled e of the rights ap_cg {1

]
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9. An more direct a.nd 1mmedm.te apphc:xtxon to u3 should be ﬂncourwed whxcb could not g
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< I’roceedmg: of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
- 22nd June 1870. g

requirements of the pe-Ople which there is no reason to suppose they wish to diéremrd whilst the -
people would obtain more speedy redress if bond fide cause of complaint was showa to exist, fail-
3 - ing which they would still have an appeal to the Collector or the Board.

3 10.. T feel convinced that this would tend to 4 better feeling and the cessation of frivolous
. complamts whilst it is really only fair to our officers and adopted with reference to every other
Ch - . department.- 1 have, therefore, taken the liberty of brm"mv the subject to your notxce

i - oo b : S S
Rerereep to the Collectors of Coimbatlre and South Arcot for their remarks.
2. The Contract system'as it is mten({ed to be is probably as good a system

: ‘ as can be devised, but 1t: is ev1dently opn to great abuse and requu'es careful
1 ‘watchmg ' ‘ S {

e
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No. 260. - Onome THEREOX, 22} d June 1870, No. 917.
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do
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‘ Forests, No. 13.

Joimbatore and South Arcot should be

P e ™

A Ll T Y O ")
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o Board s further observatlons on the Actmg onservator’s letter.
(True Extfact. )
(Slgned) R. S. ELLIS A
' Ulnef Secretary.
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To the Board of Revenue. .
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