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_No. 231.

e Mag) showing the boundary as altered.

. No. 2<£ Galod 92iL De“cmber ’QEO recrived ‘with Home

1’70 ecumrrs of the l[mlms* Gooer}mzeat Revenuhl) ;aff)(nent
e

/

Read the follo v{ng lotter from the Secretary to the Govern/ /ent of
Indm, Home™ Department—Geographical, to the Secretary “to  the
, ’Government of Madrss, datcd Simla, 2nd Jure 1870, No. 194 :—
ApvERTING to the Gcowraphlcal De'apat(,h from Her Majestvs Secretar—~yof
Statc for Indxa, No. 24, dated 28th December 1869, copy of which was fo g
to yo-u under endorscment dated 9th. I‘Lbruar) last I am directéd to f%«%rd the -

accompan) ing letter* from the Surveyor-
o " General of India, and to request that
Whenever alteratlons aro made iir local boundaries within the Madras Presidency
the Surveyor-General of India be informed, and at the same time furmshcd with

f'f x No. 6’7 dated Ist Apnl 1870.

, ’}. ‘Tam to add that, as great inconvenicnce is caused b} frequent altera-
- tions of boundaries, care should be taken that such changes arc only made when
essentlally nece: sary for admlmstratwe purposes, '

\

L]

.

Ex cwsm:r. No. 1,

I'x'om the Survevor-General of Indxa to the Secretary to the Government of India, Ioms Depart.
P ment,-dated Calcutta, Ist April 1870, No. 627. .

<

£ HAYE the honox.r to a.cknowledve the de=patch from the Sccretary of State for Indm as
per margin, regarding the pressiug necessity
" of obtuiring correct delineations of district
_and other boundaries throughout India,'’ and
d.uectmg thnt o ear]y mformatmn should be furnished when changes of boundaries take place.””’
2, For the purposes. of the Geographical Department of the India Ofice, when changes

-~ affecting districts and divisions, or Commissionerships are made, (as inthe case of the Berars,)
_the limits of the new districts are of necessity required to be accurately defined by actual

Dopartment Dockes, No. 06, dated the 9th February 1870,

s _admeasurements, sothat the maps may be corrected with precision, and the results gent to England

for the purpose of being mcorporated in the sheets of the Atlas of India.
3. When this departmcnt is informed of such changes every effort is made to cbtain the

_ necessary mform:_ztxon based on proper data ; but I regret to say that such changes are so constant
.ond 5o radical as to entirely upset the Survey Maps. The disposition to alter the territorial .

1iinits' of districts and divisions, as well as of provinces or jurisdictiord, {5 so innate with each .
" new authority that nothing secems permanent, and at the present moment the transition state of
Indxa. is such’as to baffle all attempts of this department to produce and publish Maps whxch

represent the actual state of things as they exist:

4. Much corrcspondence has taken place bitween thxs dcparumcnt and the several local
Govemments on this sido of India, rega.rdmrv the perpetual alterahon of boundaries of zillahs er
‘districts, as well as of the sub-divisions of disticts. As a rule, such alterations are arbitrarily
made by local efficers on’ the maps, mthout any, reference to surveyed lines, or the physical
. features of the country conseguently it is impossible for this departmpnt to adopt guess-work to '
‘gupersede actual surveys, and unless sorne limit is placed on the sys*em eT revisions of territorial

. jurisdictions, or until more permanency “ean be obtained as to the sctilement or re-distribution of

zillah or district boundaries, it is quite xmpossxblc that the maps of the dxﬁ'crcnt I’rcsxdencxes and

o ) , ":A;'v‘:@’ x{li.\rf"&‘./“ki . .

et e an

-~

Jurxsdxctxons can be rendered effective. - : : ;
5. With partxcular respect to the Bernrs I have. addrcved tl_c (‘ommxssmnet and encloss i
' -+ his views on the sihjec A
Mo, 936, dated 26th March s ueet.  From two districts i
A : ch'runlly embracmr* the wholc of the assigued -
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territory, the change was made to four, and more recently to six dxstncts and two Comm1551oner~ P
- ghips, the separation of which does not appear to have been made by means of any defnite .

measurement or survey of the lands, consequently, except where a natural boundary is found to .
exist, the lines drawn across the wmap by a local officer on suth a small scale as four mxles to the
inch, cannot possibly be decmed cither sufficient or ¥ ‘ar.leal for any purposes whatever.-

6. Inthe Punjab the changes have been const:mu and numerous, and they are still gomg

on. The utmost inconvenience and detriment to this department has been caused in consequence, U
Vet :

7. InDBengal, Behar, and Orissa, a Boundary Commissioner has been la.bourm" for many years
to adjust the civil and criminal boundarxes and the sub-divisions, which are so protracted by the

inquiries and different views of the numerous local oﬂicers that the work is still in a most back~. 5

ward state, notwithstanding the completion of all the surveys, and the absolute pubhcatxon of the
one-inch maps showing village boundaries, which ought to enable any admmxstrator to arrange
convenient and symmetrical jurisdictions with the utmost case. '

- 8. I am strorgly of opinion that no altcration in territorial jurisdictions should be made

without the express sanction and approval of the Sapreme Government, and I most’ heartxly .

concur in the views of the Secretary of State that some sort of General Order should ‘be issued ;
on the subject, with ths view of the Geographical Department bemw furnished with such trae and
reliable information as may enable us to deal with a question of such difficulty and importance,

9. I therefore beg respectfully to urge the subject on the notice of the Government of India, ‘
and to recommend that a legislative enactment may be made, prohibiting further alterations of ;

the limits of districts, subdivisions, pergunnahs, tehseels, thannahs, or police circles, and:’
other local territorial definitions, except on Jmperml grounds, and mth the approml and consent :

of the Government of India.

10. Until something of this sort is done the object aimed at in the Secreto.ry of State's
despatch we can never hope to ca.rry out.

i e Frs e, 1
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: E.\'cr.osnxz No. 2.

From the Commissioner, West Berar -to the Surveyor-General of Indxa dated Akola, 26th
March 1870, No. 936. ,

I nave the honour to reply to the 6th paragraph of your Ietter No. 331, dated 2oth Febmary
1870. A copy of the despatch sent with that letter has been also received by me from Hyderabad

. 2. The boundaries of the Berar districts, as traced on the Atlas sheets sent with my formcr
letter, are not perfectly accurate. Some villages, for instance, have been wrongly. included in the

. Akote talooqua by the line which divides Akola district on the east from ‘Ellichpore ; but this is

an oversight, which only minute local knowledge will detect, and I have not yet noticed any other.
Again, the whole boundary between the assigned districts and the Hyderabad territory is pnder -
process of rectification, in order to make a less crooked and twisting frontier; but the survey is .
not yet completed. Nor can I vouch for the precise correctness-,of the line dravm_betweep
Bassim and Yeotmahl districts, because it has only been laid down on the map through very:
rough country. But for the purpose of any general map these boundary lines are sufficiently .
epproximate, though I hope to gct them quxte right in the rewsed map wlnch I an correctxnv

for you, | : )

3. 1 revret that the preparation of this revised map, hLe all works requmm minute and

‘attentxve care, gocs on slowly, but you may re]y upon receiving ultxmately trustworthy me.tenals

for your use.

4. Iwas qmte prepared for your decxswn that the spellm of the rcnsed maps c:m only be -
altered on a plan sanctioned for all India. - ButI believe that tbe spelling which I am using in the :
Gazetlcer, and whxch I would extend to the map, does follow the ruIes whlch Mr Ww. W. Hunter
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{has proposed to the Ifome Department ; and I am reluctant to re-produce th° flagrant mx§ spel-
khng wluch now disfigures tﬁe Berar Atlis {’Aeets. _ s
Comvmcn%mf—\a e Revenue Dcpartmcnt , .
- (Signed) ' R. 8. ELLIS, ’
- ] Clicf Secretary.
No.- 232, " Orpee THEREON, 20th Juno 1870, No. 903, ?
o ‘ ~ CoMMUNICATED fo the Board of
- Miscellaneous. . . .
Revenue for information and guidance.
N _’(True Extract.) -
(Signed) H. WELLESLEY,
. ' Actmg Under-Secretary to Goec:‘zzr ent.
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