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i,ZPrééééclzrlds qf tlze Madras’ Government
e L 13tlz Januar_/ 1870.

Read the followmg letter from the : Oﬂicmtmf* C’onservatdr of Forests
" to the Actlnrr Secretary to Government, Revenue Department Fort Samt
Gcorrre, dated camp at Ootacamund 9th October 1869, No. 1,7 19 T

P e T !

Cad

WITH referenco to the Goverrxment Order, No. 2,694, of the BOth ultmio, I have:;’

the honour to mform you that Mr. Turnbull was only able to dmcount the Treasury

'

R i !
-

fo e Recexpt by lns transactlons takmﬂ' place in Mysore, (a forewn terrrtory ). If a sum
e 1 l y had been pald mto any treasury thhm the Prebldenq), it wo yuld: s1mply ham beetnl
e credlted to po, egts" and a voucher glven for thé'amount ’The treasury ‘docus
L - " ments d;d not, state that the sums were Forebt revenue paxd in'on Govcrnmen{:' !
:’ z accounf (as’ they should have done), but were smrply Transf’er Recerpts to pay: ‘
‘ Mr. TurnbuU Sub-A»lstant Conservator of I‘ores{;s certam amounts pald in by
5 certain partles. Thcse documents’ Mr. Turnbull appcars to have had no drfﬁculty in-
RN dlccountlng when ho had endorsed them‘ and theyr‘\vere cashed on presentahon ‘abi
N b .‘: Banﬂalore, the treasury on wlnch thﬂy \Vcrc grantod The partre s in BIYbOTC who
A dxbcounted thie treasury. documents, glanted to Mr. Turnbull as @ Forest Oficer, for
IR éﬁch large zirxibunts as 8, OOO and 6,000 rupces, wgre ‘in all probablhty well aware
L) that a fmud was being carrled on; but it ‘does not appear that the law can touch
P R them, and the treasury ofﬁcer at Bangalow had probably no suqnclon whatever.
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;v 9.t The Ch que alluded to was, drawn by Mr, Turnbull Just as he was runv
mng aivay in’ favour ‘of his Sub-Oversecr Veerasawmy Pﬂlay on the I\Ianantoddy

troasury for Rupces ,U,OOO Mr. Turnbull at that time had no. funds avallable for.”
- “m-kmmoperatmns, nor Was he cnt1t]0d to draw for a ngle rupee he was' 'xbout
to bo relxevcd, and all operatums Were stoppcd ! Rupec s 5,000, howover, had be en ,':

oy
EARTI  RA
iy arge L
" g

e S

n the Manantoddy trcasury on the l#t OfuJanuary, 1869, as the forest

»
i gy s »
awhrgge a'aE s

" placed i
N - iontmbuﬁon towalds the Coorg. road, and "should ~have been hzmded ovet to the .
' Engmcer Departmenif .by transfcr ‘but of thls arranﬂrement the- treasury*ofﬁéer

R Lol ‘probahly knew notlunrr, ‘and. the monoy appeared only as’ funds available for the.
" Forest Dcpartment Mr. Turnbull drow the Cheque on or about 18th of December,
1868 but post dated ‘it. Janua,ry 6. The Sub-Overseer tmed ‘to’ drseount it at.
o M adras, and cndorsed it over to sevcral Natwes, but they appear all to havo rr,fuv.ed
LT e take it;. and it was" evcntually discounted hy Messrs.,Arbuthnot & Co.' The
PR Cl' eque was drawn 6h the Mam ntoddy Tahsxldar, and he' refuqed to cash it Sﬁmn i
'i-éqente d Dub the quegtwn ‘Wab subsequently referred to the Deput} Colléctdr;

“who dcczdcd that the Cheque was transferable“ and t}mt it must be cashed.\ Although :
n; su“}) icion | then attached to' Mr, Turnbull or his, Sub-Overseer and they. inﬂere 5

RS ‘ sﬁ'pposed to b i, the Junwles,,thc fact of the Sub- Overseer endorsmﬂ' the Che que"‘?

.

¥

y adied

ol over to partms at Madras, ‘far out of lns dlbtnct‘ shpuld ha,ve nnmedmtely caused a
ayivf:: e very strong squlcmn I enolosea form of our Chcqucs in use.’ Mr. "l'urriﬁhlI

¢ had’ power ‘to 'draw 'on t hw Mauantoddy Tahsﬂdz}l{ ‘onIyA All Cheqqyemsf,fqr work

PR,
ot o i 2B b
S

s amren

| s

d shoﬁld be mven du"cct to: contractors .and ‘.1t was ‘not . prewol

| f pcrfurme ! en. '

‘, undcrstood in our. dopartrﬂent that they wcm transferable.’ : A hst of Chequcs

s scnt monthly o the trcasury ofﬁcer and t’o oqr Lentral Qﬂlce as & check awamst

the Account Current“‘ahd the fact of 'a Cheun Liaving b"}éﬁ granted toan’ 0

: for guch an amount as ‘,,OOO1 rupccs”could not hm'e been recowmzcd by
” The Sub Ov ers eer, Veexasawm}’ lelay,:was apprchcnded at Hadras,‘

‘Ofﬁ‘(:e.‘ -
vered (1 000 rupees lmd bcen let out at mtercSt to
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' Proceedm 28 qf tlw JlIadra.s‘ Government Revc;zue pepartzneizt B
B ‘ ‘131‘75 Januar/ 1870 VL
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"

\ a,twe) When broucrht be

: fore the Pohce Court he st
: had glven th_e (__lfhequeJ
‘as a Cart Contractor,

ated that Mr. Turnbull
as’ a payment to a- Mr. 'z;I;Incren for Work performod
and’ tha’c he was’ My," vanIn&ens Afrent

corroborated this btateme'nt‘ enci produced an ; agrecment to, cart gi'v*e}f hihx‘bj- M
Turnbull, i which it stated 'he would be paid when the fimber was carted int |
’depﬁt'and;meﬁ;sﬁréd H hﬁfa},‘f,’;‘?:‘; produced g letter from Mr, Turnbull, saying he had ! f
sten and- measurcd somg of his txmberinthe jﬁ:ﬁe‘?ea, but that none had. arnvod
' ety Vo

- ke‘vff o

| ;,Vclﬂear that Mr;: vanIngen h
"% he and | Veoraeawmy Were

T ‘ ;n learrue W1th Mr.‘Turnbull The 2 OOO rupees may be

Cod recovered by Cw;l Smt but all steps have been suspended pendmrf the apprehensmn -
- %Lof Mr. Turnbull,’,. REE
SR J‘ g 3. I would here sug

gest that the Govemment of India’ should be mf’ormed

ime suspended in ' Wynaad, it: was proposed

“l : ”te place‘l Ist- class 0&’91’.‘:(}01‘ in, charge tempomnly . Mr, Turnbull as semor Over-
R | £eCr; was placed n; eharge of the | Tange ;- ho had' prewously beou in mdependont
TR charge of the Madur

a District" under the Voucher and Lxcense~system she had some f:

Tk i six yezus servico | in'the department and very

others. There Wwaga larfre amount of txmber n
i . - . ; .

! that, a3 fdlmmoperatlons

;. uny eon’cracte for 1ts sale !

statements wero sent in monthly,

; .;,’\Ir. 'lurnbull hod the fall’ conﬁdence of /the
tr:ctwns beyond

bull had taken’ charn’e of Wy

hls Madura accoui}té‘wére in'a caroloss statc, althouwh the d1str1ct was' worked ‘

+ almost: entn‘ely’ under the) Voucher and Lxcense-system Thcre Was a smalI de
g mental depit, m»whlch some 7 00 ;

o valued at. about 7 OOO rupees,
s ;: Ve ever, had been pmd in by one n
L proved that the txmber was solc‘l.for 8 500 or thereabouts,
were. the pux'clxasers. Phla did not' gwe rise tos any, suspici
g M. Tumbull either in’ my mmd or in Lleutenant Fulle
“lmht -and it was, supposed thftﬁ the. h:ﬂdnce was
= Would be pmd in, ’1 here Was evxdence of carelessnes .
S rules, and Mr. Tumbull was ‘called 1 upon fora full phnatxou and informed. that - .
R ke would be, transferred to a dlbtl‘l(«t under an oﬁicer. : No satxsfactory explanatxon
& was oﬂ’ered by Mr. Tumbull thou"h he statcd that the money due by partxes would »
no, doubt be’ paxcl in, 50 the C‘onservator recommended his | twnsfcr toa dmtuct“‘;‘;:
under Colonel Morgan ‘and’ apphed for a moro responsxble off cer far the‘ Wynaad ?
Ranfre. Thore wa% great delay about t[us H but as sanctmn for tho arranﬂ*emeut was

expocted. Mo other ares were' made, and there was 10 one; in ;the -

dally expccted no other armnvements
\ ? department amdable to send to Wynmdl,, I need not here recapltulate lmw Mr.7
. {? Turnbull proceedcd to Myeorc and raised money on contracts to deliver timber'; it

naad 1t was dxscmered that

5,
o

v
e

\
ion of dlshonebty avmn

rtons ‘who brou<rht it to
stxll duo by certam partles, and;
sand i mattentmn to departmental
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comn;utted m‘,a. bmﬂlc d.xy‘“(

wlS proba.bly tha Le was rcady to abscond ata moznent’s notxce, ifan oﬁxcer L
J : appom'ted sooner, and hlB frauds zm rrht ha.ve ‘becn‘

b(.',.u,,; v

our reg ular rules wero never thaurrht of h -
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d rules
ERe rtant mdependent charae. Our checks an

! twe in‘any 1mpor

East Tndian or- Na

A ot e T
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B man has proved a To“ue’; e

: : Herton*' :
! . tricts,’ Lleutexmnt Fu B}
A 43 Tm’;"eng’ D’;‘Sh; deumnd for tunbcr Wﬁ‘*; at hat ume, 50 lumted hat feum"
g Wynfmaf ange.

% BT - ' ’ T o bable‘that Mr.©
transactxon 1t 1s now more thau pro

Wlth recrard to %19 Llfei:id:r:um of 1,00(; rupces in that d;stuct ‘but it is possxbllz

Turnbull has cm ;zzstiu due by parties who removed the hmbcr, and it is'diff cud

th'lt the sum ma) e ’I‘urnbull d1d not f&lblf y the Tunbu‘ Regxsfer if he mehe

4 These occurrenccs go- ’far to- prove that"

it is not advxsable to place an

to light any tranSactmns of thls n..u‘,ure or any xmsappropn;«
Laro suﬁlclent tO bn?g oney but no’checks could rruard against amanin mdepen
txon of Governmen r?;tln(r :;vorkmcr-charrres money and runnm«r oﬁ Wlth it no;
ont chargey apé’m):;mé to tlammel our, I‘orest Oi’ﬁcers operatxon “bécauso on:
Would it ‘be advis , ‘

O derod that the follomﬂ" }etter be despatched : L
I

. A r : to :
g etar tq”Government of Fort Samt Georn'e, i
71‘ rom:‘he Ai?;;g S(}ezfremglent of ‘India,’ ‘Public’ \Yorks Depdrﬁment
'.l, ?11; Szf;e a;); rests’) dated 13th Jmuary 187’ O I\o. 88
eve s o ,

TR Forests,ul‘;";"

' ,eemxxlunxcat1n0 W1th the Oﬁ' cm‘cmf *
,4 Conservator Of Forests a,mi mth th

V‘ ‘ have postponcd to thxs da.te their .

vernment ot‘ Madras ,

M} SOTG autbmm(:s’ ﬂ(llifgrrio 16th September 1869 ‘%. 4‘34 -F., rela,tmg to the mcent
mply to, your let er,t ()verscel' Turnbull 1 am now dlrected to f"urmsh the mfox;i
,deﬁﬂmtm}? Sdof r gebtho Govcrnment ‘of India, Whmh cempz xees, ﬁrstly a clemr an
‘mation called tor

£ of all the transactions involy ed secondly ) an e“l‘h’mhon}(}f th:
" ‘connected aecound ‘; which pnvate mdxmlmle were ena,bleq to avail themsé ves ; ‘
: umumsmgces m;n?s apbmently issued ‘CO Turnbuﬂ in his'c f‘nmsﬂ eapacxty an
. "tre'tSury ocum

vered ‘to draw. Cheques ion. aay“-
s b whcthel‘ N Turnbuil Was empow
thir d]} ) n statemen

a, deﬁmtmn of hls posxtwn m that reepect

J if not g
treasury an(l 1 s So ther 1 l"omst Ranrre in the Madar:
1868 ofthc outherz DR L
‘9.-0n the formaﬁon in ‘\Iay 57 trax;xsferred;_tb'ﬁ;it “from. ‘tho

h
[

e ibili lt"
ended for a: tlme ‘and as the lebponm

the Wynaad had been susp

oporatlonb in

0 ng y y hg it Wfa.s not deemed }icecbsﬁfy to

; eb coxmdtrabl Ii htl,xmd 1 ‘
: tho raee : ”'s t??ﬁlkrton w1th an ofhcer of equa’llv hmh standuw m the ep‘xrt
re placc Lu,u}ten:m d

e,

; oT- m were
H,};ent Tth Madura forcsts under thc Lwense an “ :;)ﬂﬁz;t:‘;};f:n“; b
mperwsm" t] eblo by the absorptmn of thow im,ests mte_ »th:; iut ier ‘
‘ 3 aval a . “fo that tin
renidcrﬁgg at the head of the list of Over%U‘S: 2 nd }}ijdi ifs «auéc‘démr o
B lc(; “1 cter, Ho was sclected as Licutenant F“f ‘_14, 9 e
id C Hll‘il ¥ o
"'I: :)vas not untxi some tnne after Turnbuﬂ 5 tmne er
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the' JlIadras' Go ernment Pevenue
:“ 13!7& January 1840

Proceedmrrs- qf

Department

o"‘

oo DRI
. . . - y
Wi -

- jascnbed to carelessneqs' and chd not nge rise to any SIHPICIOD. of hls dlshonasty m
;, the mmd of elther l\IaJor Beddome ¢ or’ Lleutel

s « now some reason to fear that Turnbul
removal to. Wynaad' by ‘the. embozzlement; of Rupees 1
regulahons ‘was pald mto hig hands a

s the prwe of Government tnnbe
i-as the: deﬁcmncxmwas brourrht to the notzee of ‘the

‘ "'é,’iLiéutehant" FulIerton the former called upon Tumb
erhed that the 1 money wiis due by certai

in. The bOOkS hOWO'v'er 1ndlc‘1’ced 1rrefrular1ty, and Ma}(xr Beddome stlll it would :
‘ _appear uﬁmspmxous of anythmw WOrse, mformod the Govermnent of tlus on tho v
3 19th Octobel: 1868 é?}d‘i th, : : ;

for reqponsxblhty

B C o

ions bcfore hm‘

\
o As’ soon ;

ull for an. explanation, who :
ain partics and would 1o doubt, be soon paid

n.

gv—w?"“mq.,-;’ p

w bt

v As howeVer it appeai*éd ﬂ:orﬁ Tﬁfnqull’s 1no:
} that 1o tlmber W’b‘i being sold Major Beddome did not dcem the state” of affairs so
. ¥ emrrent as to call for hlS' prescnce in tho Wynaad 'IOWards the en

R d'of Doccmber
g Lft his 3 ranﬂe and in Bebruary hc- auccecdcd in escapmg =

O
ﬂ
o~
o
=
Dt
el
o 2
Lo
B
=
.'3
—
-8

W

-

; 3 T he sum total of Turnbxﬂl’
Wynaad 18 stated to be Ru

(L) ‘An

C defalcatmns durmo' hxs employmcnt in the
pees 36 312 -4-8,7 c()mposed of the follomntr 1tems - k
moun pald to Inm as Forest Oversecr b' : ”J '
catmn txmber-mérchants of. Mysore i as
~*. the priee of tunber purchased Dy them i) |
) Proceods of Cheque onF orest funds arawn by 5
: , I‘iu’nbull and cashed at Manantoddy :
B "Amotin’ abstractcd by Turnbull from lm
’é’zsh cheat L

\ - a fotal of Rupeeql 974 10.
'- I‘ ‘in rt'he month ‘of Aufrubt last was standmo- at Turnbull s eredit in the

i Bank of! Madms, have since been transferred to thq crpdxt of Gov
£ guamntee ‘that the Lank w111 'be held Harmloss ; ‘and in thee

;: broufrht home to T urnbull thlS sum w111 probably be recovezed in addxtmn ta the :
; Note for A£827’ Whl(;h‘ls stlll in tho h'.mds of the rrench Pohce. Tamnow to’ enter X

11 Wludx,
booLs of tha‘
ernmcnt cm a‘ :
vent of the charfre bmnrr i

uf\

bmoﬂy upon the” cire ms’cances attcndxnw tho embczzloment of eaeh of the :xtcms‘ '

, \

l

‘r“"

Betwccn he 19th J une and tho .'Jth October 1868,, Turn‘bull cntercd mt?r |
ﬁve sciféral contr 4cfs‘ for thc saIe of Government tlmbcr to’ certaxf merchants in .§
Mysore, and at various times, betwqen thé 19th. J uno and the s l\ovcmber 1868,
- : “received from t}ié pilrchasors sums of money amouatuw in the amrre"atc tg Rugoc |
33 600 (1tem 1) i Of this amounfz Rupoos 11,000 is stated to have been paid u;b ;1;; 3
s | a'éh by the Firm of Bommlah and Chmulah who hold Il‘mn u t
o recelpts for only lwpees 10,000 Tt 13, however, probable that then‘ claim is no;

,,,,,

SRR 1neox'rectly stated for thcy spccxﬁed thc numbprs of aII thc C‘unene) om Whlcb i

,oOO “}uch contmry to A

Officiating, (Conservator by f
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B P dmg8 of the Madras Goaernment Revenue DGP“”’"‘""
IR r ocee 3 S

PR “in this case th@ (}overnm

P for ;nspectxon as T"‘l“e DA !

¥

A 131}1 January 18”0

N
. R
B . - o M AR

hor is there much reaqon to suspect compllclt)’ Oé:(ﬁ:;
b efﬁembered that, their dealings with him took placa in ; Rmme’
part for 1t must LRy him to bb the ‘Forest Officer i in chm geof the Wyn&;a Govern
T qtate, and, Lnowmfr 1(11 h1s word fol‘ the vahdxﬁy of hxs trans:xctmns., The 1d foz:
S they Probably acceptec asi dere 1l able for all the timber which has beelz) p: cap
- ment may- therefore bo Clon“ o of Rupccs 92,600 was Pald by *he;F“m of Oogarap
Cin advance. . The I;IEZ;nsumlar cucumstan ees. o Sl ] two
ChO‘Wdlah & CO' u " Rupees 1 4 000 WaS transferred by mea,ns 0 (1
5. Of ‘the htter am:‘g 000 and 6, 000 and dated respectlvely, 23rd J ul;e 5(1)1?11‘

’ ‘et Supplj" Bills’? for Rupselt is’ thls 1tem whwh is referred toin para‘f:raph i- 0B§11~;
2‘>nd ‘August 1868 al; b1lls in quebtxon were ordmary ”95’051“556 S“PP Y. ‘1 ;
‘ f lettel‘ nder reply Tl{?i erin chargc of the COIHHR%;:IODCI‘ 8 treasury, Banfratort: |
- dwere 1ssued to theo (i)ﬂicer in - favour of Turnbull. “From-the' Accoaln ]:315% ;
S by thc My sore treabul‘i L datc ‘1 19th March 1867 it would appear thab su; Y Bgt:,
General’s CIICUIara 1\01&1 dras with'the s:mctmn of the Accountant Genem 1-th
can OIﬂY be mSWd e nt learn that the'tr easury oﬂicer at’ BbeOIB grantec ao ;-
norit aud that ’Tumbull’ oﬂlcml posxtxon did not in any way -
bxlls on hlS 0“’“ agphon Yy nting. them. . I‘hc latter’s. ObJPct in’ havw:r the\mone); ’

FEREE ﬂ . aﬁ'ect the. unShon o 1;g ﬁ 7SOTC hy mcans of a bxll on the ‘Bangalore treasury 1sdno
Lo rcmxttcd to him whﬂe at ALy 21 Lo dly matenal pomf for the bill Was xssue n

tte r ;
clcm‘ but thlq 1t ;i S;ggf:ulual and hadhe bcen 50 dzsposed he mlght h av 01 cce;ve
ate et

’ his favour asa p'm a

ands of the merchants. ;
I the Rupeeb i 000 dlrwﬂly ir::n otli:(;li'c that Overseer Turnbull in 1‘?ta1111n" I‘orca,ﬁ’
b Koty aleSt nfe(ilissraevdrdln« rules. Accordm'r to the « ; orest, Man;xaA ‘
Funds at all Was toml Y mitted all money recewed by hnn m Mybore to thet ;[::s
he should have at once 1]éjjesxcless this he' should before actmw upon g anfyl co(xi: r rut‘ ”
sury ot M nantOddel ve referrcd such for the unctmn of thc head 3 113 :pt 1,3@
gnterctl into by hlm, l’Zﬁ thus, ‘he systematmally scnt'im zcturng, indicatin
e ”' ‘.f;‘ ment SO fargf;’:)nn; 9;21 a(fxd so kept the Conbervatsr in the dark.
BT no sa.les were

Tt s he ue
tion,is tha.t coucermno the C q;
whichi’ ca.lls for explana ) »
‘ Thc next pomt W \
for Rupees ‘2, 000 rcfe

T"iii‘ﬁ“;f“;‘i; r;gn:n(t)ic%s;urt}'zg:;y ‘;1711 faw‘i)ﬁi‘ oit' bhx;soivf;
L .uon “ii d‘;t:;:;{vm;rl dillay, towagc}; thiizndgoti ;«f)cer%i:rﬂllig?shz é)u:hmnz . ‘
e 'ﬁ}’fﬁ%rmla&?{;ﬁx:rgzz_i;f;m;?; "“t}%fi‘figﬁiiﬁﬁiill o Rgljri";’ |
K ‘. ‘::dfitzez Ph(‘:ii;? ;:‘et?f;nézzzfdiga;? :he tgemsu;yb(;{;if}:r ;:'1*;);1::):1:1};:1-‘9
;(;23112‘11{::?;;&?; \;—a&fl:; 2;)61)0(:1;5 j:;allla:i zfonxgzcjxccl Turnbull to Madras, and
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