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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue- Department,
23rd Moy 1870. T

e

No. 288. Read the following Endorsement of the Chief Secretary to Govern.-
ment, Fort Saint George :— :

Read the following letter from Iis Excellency the Governor of the French Settle-
ments in India, to Iis Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor
of the Presidency of Fort Saint George, Madras, dated Pondicherry,

17th May 1870, No. 13. -
TRANSLATION.

1 nave the honour to communicate to you a protest made by the Pondiclxerry
Chamber of Commerce against the measure recently adopted by the British
Administration, under the opinion expressed by the Board of Revenue at Ma dras, for
tho verification of casks, barrels, etc., containing spirits, while passing out of
French Territory. ' ‘

9. The reasons which the Chamber have adduced for a modification of tje
new Rules adopted by the British Customs Department appear to me to be of 3
nature to be taken into serious consideration. I beg in consequence that your
Excellency will be so good as to give them a favourable consideration, and to do
justice as far as may be possible, in order to protect our trade from the risk of the
loss which will certainly follow from the maintenance of the system actually in

force. _
P. S.—The Revenue Board made a reply, on general theory, withoutgiving

attention to the special circumstances which really afford grounds for the
protest. These circumstances are truthf.'u.lly descr.ibed by the Chamber of Com-
merce, and I see only one way of reconciling all: it is by causing the goods for
despatch to be verified at Pondicherry by an agent of the British Customs Depart»
ment. That Administration will exercise the power of verification in this territorv
sust as if its right to do so could not be contested, and the trade of Pondicherr}

will be saved from Draconian measures equivalent to a prohibition,

Excrosores No. 1.

ddressed to the Ordinative Director of the Interior by the President of the

Copy of a letter & .
o Chamber of Commerce, dated Pondicherry, 12th May 1870.

I ravE the honour to acknowiedge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, furnishine
me with a copy of a despatch from the Collef:tor’ of South Arcot with the decision of the Boarz
of Revenue annexed toit, rejecting the application of the Chamber of Comwmerce as regards thé
inconveniences occasioned by the opening at the British Custom-house of every cask of liquor
entering Dritish Territory. _

-9. The Chamber expresses the wish thatthe Goverror will he sn good as to represent to Lol
ystem maintained by the Board of Revenue is vexatious and prejudicia] to
French interests, owing to the distance (4} miles) of the British Custom-house from our iy

3. It is impossible to follow the plan indica.ted by the Board of Revenue, $#%bore o gimlet.
hole and plug it. - The bottoms of the casks are either double or coated with a composition ; they
cannot therefore be picreed. The casks are often girdled ; a hole cannot in such cases be boreh
without removing a portion of the hoops which serve to protect the cask from injury and thef;
The casks, whether girdled or not, are enveloped with cords of straw and packed in gunuy~clotﬁ
it will then be necessary to unrip this cloth to remove tho cords of straw, and then tle wholc’
must be done up again. The proposal of the Board- to make the verification on the cart is not
practicable. A cart carries two casks ; there is no room to move them. It will then be necessary
to put the casks on the ground, fo unpack them in the sun, to make the verification, and to re-logd

Napier that the s

the carts,



l’rbceedihgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd May 1870.

4. The precautions taken in tne despatch of the liquor are not ouly with the view of
 preventing injury and of protecting the liquor from the heat ; they are also intended to preve.mt
, theft on the part of the cartmen. It will no longer be possible to take all these precautions with
« the same security. : ;

5. Thers is no comparison to be established between what takes place on importation ab Madras
_and the measure imposed by the Collector of South Arcot. At Madras a large shed, perfectly
_ coustructed and ventilated, keeps the goods under cover; here there is no cover. The' cask on
+ landing at Madras is not packed, and opening it at that moment is not likely to be detrimental ;

here.the cask is packed and mounted on a cart. :
; G. Besides, it is a matter of public noturicty that the Custor Office at Madras confine sitsf:*lf to
~ascertaining the nature of the g0ods by mcans of the Invoices which accompany the Declarations. .
A verification is only made from time to time. Lord Napicr may, by addressing tho President of
the Chamber of Commerce, satisfy himself that this is the practice at Madras, except perhaps a8
" regards epirits, the atrength of which must be ascertained. The 5th paragraph of the decision of
the Board of Revenue alleges then a practice which does not cxist at Madras as regards Wines.
' 7. The Chamber of Commerco does not claim thas all consignments without exception ought
~ to be passed across the frontier without verification. It asks a return to the old state of things,
. the power remaining with the Custom-house officers to verify whon it pleases them : it protests
against the rigorous order given to these authorities to verify every cask without exception ; this
_i9 not done at Madras, and the Chamber persists in regarding this measure as putting all consign-
- ments from Pondicherry under suspicion. ,

8. 1f the British Government maintain the rule in all its rigor, the Chamber requests again

_'“ that the verification of consignments may be made at Pondicherry itself by an agent of the British
Custom-bouse, who might be called in for this purpose, or who might come twice a-week on
appointed days to make the verification of consignments. The British fisc will thus be protected
against all fraud, and French trade will not suffer thereby.

9. The exportation of Wines into British Territory forms an important branch of our Import-
- trale, and it is of consequence not to suffer as much as that may be possible any obstructions
: bcing placed in its way. The Chamber, knowing the friendly and equitable spirit of Lord Napier,
" does not doubt of the success of the appeal which it begs the Governor to address to him.

‘TrANSFERRED to the Revenue Department,

(Signed) R. S. ELLIS,

Chief Secretary.
" No. 289. OrpER THEREON, 23rd May 1870, No. 763.
Separate Revenue, No. 18. ' - ForwARDED to the Board of Revenue

for carly report.

e g

[ ce e e Orplome, - ,

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Sécretary to Government,

. /
i To the Board of Revenue.

: Exd. F. RR. Bantleman,
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