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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
* 20th May 1870.

No. 257, Read the following despatch from: the Right Honourable the
Secretary of State for India, (Revenue,) to His Excellency the Right
Ionourable the Governor in Council, Fort Saint George, dated India
Office, London, 17th March 1870, No. 6 :— SR

T, 4ave had under my consideration in Colncil the despatch from your Excel-
lency in Council, dated the 30th September Iaét, (Land Revenue, No. 7,) in which
you again refer for my decision © the general question of declaring Per,manent the
“ grain-values arrived at during the present revision of assessments” in your

* Presidency.

9. Thave again carefully re-considered that question, and 1 have seen no
gufficient reason for modifying the determination which I communicated to you jn

my despatch of the 8th April last, No. 7.

3. If, as you seem to believe, the ryots are unwilling to devote their labour
and capital to the improvement of their lands, “so long as it is apprehended that
¢ after every period of thirty years, the increased value which the land has attaine(i
“ by private outlay of this description will be investigated, and the State-demand
“ upon it proportionably augmented,” I have only to observe that it was never
intended that the increased value, which might be gjven to land by the application
vate labour aud capital, should be taken into account in forming any new
" < It is to be explained to the ryots that when .as?'essment; and it seems to me that
W the goueral ratesof a district may be it *would be ecasy to dispel any such

¢ gltered, the demand will be regulated with  jmpression, if it exists, from their minds,

¢« peference to the intrinsic quality and posi- . . R
¢« tion of the land, as compared with other by adding to the Proclamation notifying

« Jand of similar natural soil and situation, the confirmation of the settlement for a
¢ and not with reference to any improve- t £ thi L

¢ ment which may have been effected by the erm o thirty years, and its liability
*¢ ryot at his own' cost.”—Standing Orders to revision at the expiration of that
$é 3 9 RE6GS - .

‘w?f; g@f Board of Revenue, 1820 to 1865, popind, some words equivalent to those
pase o= : : contained in the Circular Orders quoted

in the margin,

a

4. Under this explanation, the Jast objection raised in your despatch would
seem to disappear. There would be no necessity for any ¢ classification and
investigation of the different soils” on the occasion of a new settlement, Any
general causcs of increase or decrease, which might have come into operation since

! ottlement, would have to be duly considered, and any necessary
Lt be made in the grain-assessments by the addition or subtraction
n the recorded amounts. If no ground for change had arisen, the
although no pledge would be given for their permanency, would

the previous §
" alterations mig

grain-assessments,

remain unaltered. )

I am accordingly not prepared to withdraw the instructions communi-

5. |
cated to you in my despatch of ﬁhe 8th April last, No. 7.
6. I have to signify to you my approval of the instructions which you have

ssed to the Board of Revenue, in view to the occupiers of land being gene-
rally jnforined that the recent assessments made by the Settlement Department

will be revised after thirty years’ duration.

.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, R .

evenue Department,
20th May 1870.

7. I fully concur with your Government and
,qlxgnge should be made in the assessments of those districts, the scttlements of

ady been revised, unti] thirty years from the date on which the
were introduced in those districts respectively

the Board of Revenue that no

new settlements

No. 258, A .. ORDER TrEREOY, 20th May 1870, No. 748,

Land Revenue, l

ORDERED to lie over.

(True Extract.) .
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~& 3, : % = o) - | Para. 1, I have had under my consideration in Council the De-
Ex3 : . Mo eaz ; spatch from your Excellency in Council, dated the 30th September last
£ ! o g,.q) : (Land Revenue, No. 7), in which you again refer for my decision “the
EERb 2 ::.. : ¢ gencral question of declaring permanent the grain values arrived at
37 , R c/ « during the present revision of assessments” in your Presidency.
7 v ! ¢ 4 v
- ! : { ' i< [ C . . .
.' ?f, . 2. I have again carefully reconsidered that question, and I have scen
\ { : b no sufficient reason for modifying the determination which I communi-
L ‘ ' . : cated to you in my Despatch of the 8th April Jast (No. 7).
¥ I T Y = T : . ‘
! . : i g 3. If, as you seem to believe, the ryots are unwilling to devote their
| labour and capital to the improvement of their lands, “ so long as it is
; s« apprehended that, after every period of thirty ycars, the increased
5 « value which the land has attained by private outlay of this description
: « will be investigated, and the State demand upon it proportionably
. . : « augmented,” I have only to observe, that it was never intended that
I the increased value which might be given to Jand by the application of
. private labour and capital should be taken into account in forming auy
B new assessment, and it seems to me that it would be casy to dispel any
= such impression, if it exists, from their minds, by adding to the Procla-
' v e Tyis to bo enlained to the ryots that when t i mationnotifyingthecon-
. - ) ' « It is to be explained to the ryots that when the goncer . : .
: ; « rates of a district may be altcred, the demand will be regu- fix mat.lofn .Of the settle-
: '« lated with reference to- the intrinsic quality and position m_ent or a term .of
« of the land, as compared with other land of _similar tlnrty years, and its lia-
R « natural soil and situation, and not with reference to any  bility to revision at the
- « jmprovement which may have been cffected by the ryot oy nirationofthat period
» ]« at his own cost.”—Standing Orders of the Board of piratiol lat period,
Revenue, 1820 to 1865, page 88. ¢ . ' some W_()l'ds cquivalent
‘ o to those - contained in

the Circular Orders quoted in the margin.* ~

. t;‘ R
4. Under this explanation, the last objection raised in your Despatch
» would scem to disappear. There would be no nccessity for any « classi-

fication and investigation of the different soils ” on the occasion of a new
settlement. Auy general causes of increase or deerease which micht have
come into opcration since the previous scttlement would have tobbe duly .
considered, and any necessary alterations might be madelin the grain
asscssments by the addition or subtraction of a pcrcerltagé on the re-

. corded amounts, If vo ground for change had arisen, the grain-assess-
ments, although no pledge would be given for their pcrmmfency, would
remain unaltered. ‘
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7 5 lam accordingly not prepared to withdraw the instructions come ' ' 5 _
municated to you in my Despatch of the &th April last (No. 7).. .

oS

R

6. 1 have to signify to you my approval of the instructions which you
 have addressed to the Board of Revenue, in view to the occupiers of land .
being generally informed that the recent assessments made by the Settle-
ment Department will be revised after thirty years' duration.

7. Lfully concur with your Government and the Board of Revenue :

that no change should be made in the assessinents of those districts, the
settlements of which have already been revised, until thirty years fromn
the date on which the new settlements were introduced in those districts:
respectively, o :

d/é//ﬂf Y /tévw/éi%

I have the honour to be,

, //,/};/'—/J/p e //%/ e L0
My Lovd, . - /( ~/ﬂ;/£po /f// Lzt 7&»-44
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Your Lordship's most obedient humble Servant,
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