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0 7(2) On the advxsabxhty of 1ncreas1nn‘ the number of Temple Coxnnmttees

p roceedmn'.s- Qf ﬂw l[ddi‘ds Governmeut Revenue Department

ll T 71" - ;A,ch December 1840n !,
. E\ T No. 197. - Read the followmg Proceedmrrs of the Board of Revenue, dated 12th
\ lg Ly July 1870 No. 4 840 —en e
. ;‘ Read agmn Board’s Proceedmos, No. 8 77 0 of the 29th November 1869
o l Read also the followmo' lettcr from the Actmﬂ Collector of Tmnevelly, to the J ‘
“\( Actmg Secretary to the Board of Revonue, dated Tnchendur, 13th May
{ . 1870, No. 202:— ..[0 sy : ‘
gl ' % anmzmo to Board’s Proceedmvs, dated 29th November 1869 No. 8770 I ‘
; *i lmve the honour to submxt the resnlt of the further mqumes du'ected by the
‘ Board e P ” ' ' ‘ o SRR

vt

Lalal sects; and Dee

DU 2, Asto the first point: The reports of Mr. Ponmnﬂ'ton and Vencat Row,
wlxo have both considerable expenence, are concluswe that there .is cons1dereble
_division in certain parts of the district betwoen the two seets, and tlxat sneh dwx-
sion did not_exist in April 1864 wlxen Mr. Sllver reported on the matter, but has
‘sprung up thhm the last few yea,rs. T ICENRCE T
'8, Astothe second point, _ Altllouo’h I am propared somewhat to 1nod1fy the
_/opinion expressed in my letter to Governmont of the 19th: October last, that- no
- change-is required in the present sy, stem of one. Centml Comnuttee 51tt1ng in"
. Tinnevelly, still I am not prepared to’ advocate Taluq Lommxttees, as they ‘exist in}™
- other districts. . The great blots in tlxe pr esent system appear to be that the super- f -
vision of the Cofitral Comm1tteo at Tmncvolly 13 defeetlve as regards the numerous .
temples at a distance ; that it is dxllioult to get | men of respectable positiorr to serve .
as Managers of outlymg Devast'mams under, the' Central ommlttee as at present
composed and, lastly, that the Homo expendxture is otoesswe. o : "

SRy . To remedy ‘these defocts,

| least three persons from the Taluq Managing, Lommxttce to - represent them thh
- the Head or Central Committee in Tmnevelly, from whom rules for the general
management of the- Devastanams thronn'hout ‘the district would emanate. This
plan, if adopted, would meet. the wmhes of: tho peoplo connected W1th the outlymg

" Devastanams, who now complam that thelr mterebts are neglected by the Central

COmmlttee. . e T ‘
“ 5.. I concur frenerall y in the v1ews oxpressed by my late Snb C‘ollector that

a member of the: ofﬁcml element “in’ the, person- of the. Tahsildar, Wlll greatly

ence when'I say that’ the Mumctpal Comrmssmn of. 'lmnevelly Las ‘worked - far -
" more hannomonsly and done-mucli, more- real ‘work since the Tahsxldar has been

‘on the Lonmnssxon, qmte “think ‘that some otﬂolal clxeck is’ neceqsary in: the

(1.) Asto the ex1stence now of any dxvxsxon botween the Tenkalm and Vada- o

TR
T

13 l“ - -

I proposo, that ‘each taluq should depute at the

throughont the district. LT ’ Tt - L "f*f

»

condnce to tlxe good working and harmony of the (Jommlttees. I speak from experi- ( f o

‘ ! R mananement of these Devastanams, and I'can assure. the Board that in. Tmnevelly, ‘
2 Gf U ot any rate, the people™ would hail. with dclwllt any medsure ywhich Would place the
L ,{?;1 o jL “management of their pqwodm, again under the supermtendence of . Collector. suln o h
W 3 > BT
,; s ‘B, Tllo petmon wlnch accompnmcd the Proceednws under rcply is herew1th L
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- ;r \\E; \\;.‘.N" l -
{r . z ;:\\;‘ S fo 1 . i .
a e w*’“"""“”’*"'\»\,—«.ﬂ ) ! TN R e
2 P di f"“s ;““W*Mw BPEReS gw L : o R ‘ :
} rocee mg.s' of ¢ " 3 X , A . -
P e . (ld} . ! o . T
boonan i g . as (’Over ument Revenue I)epartment i IR [)roceg(hnrrs of t/u: Madras. (‘nunrnrrzenf Ia,euenuc I)epm tmer.t
] s } v ~f.v-j“l N . . e e e
— “ Decmzber 1870 TS LA | r; ‘G v 9tn chember 1870 TN 5 f’ IR
o N v r—— , . . A < [
Ur' . o PN ) ‘s ‘ s 1\ ’ . ‘ : o < - N o f ! L - f - ) T
1 14 The n.boVe is not my own mdmdunl opmlon s It is" sxmply whabIhave heard from B

vt B e e et TS T N i
e 7 .

k3 H‘:‘;::‘ } P°°Ple of much greater etperwnce than, myself Whether fm, momnce or from whatever . .
Sy ' - cause, the’ people secretly condemn the Governm"nt for gmno up the manawemenb of the temples R
e and misrepresent | their mtentxons m dom? so.. T ) AR
| , 115, I am a8 determined an 'LdVOCate of the prmmple that Government shou]d hold a o
‘ ‘meutral poqmon in “matters of relmon as any one can be 3 but'I must admit that our ignorant )
* people in the mofubeﬂ .where there is no pubhc oprmrm no - free press,” -and 10 hlo'h prmc;pleu S
such’

' e < pociety, have not yet attained to a stmte of cmhmtxon as to admxt of their being 50 entirely .
e 1 left to themselves. The time kas not yct 'mwed for puttmv such a pohcy m pra.ctlce mthont L

S ‘I . gwmg room for practxcally unhmrted corruptlon and abuqe - f : o o -
e y shows that at the time, when Mrr Sllver '

?;, Evcnosunn No. 1.

FromJ'B PEN v ' o ‘ |
NII\GTON ‘ Esq Sub Collector to the Aczmg Collector of Tmnevelly, dnted B
5 1 0TIl 229th December 1869, No. 12.. "
on Lua ‘ j
, 72 ;71; thi honour to repIy as follows to your letter, No. 2 02 dated llth December 1869 I
u
or any one elss ep;;mx;o; however that I have not actually convassod thc oplmons of Dharm'fkartas ; :
exprcss purpose of nnswermg your Iottcr becaUSe Ido not thmk such a’

BN

SR vp:... [ - :,‘4«,,..\.__ s

3 I am satlsﬁ d
? then that the present 8)’ Stem 0f one Central Commxtteo supervnsmfr all the"

]
i L

: Devastanams has
Ny many defccts and
2 4 1 11 is not. at all satlsfa.ctory to the generohty of tho pcoplc_ . « ) .
3 : wi enumemte some few of the defects I hq, h : \ " K 16. As to “the latter patt o your letterx mq\m
]: ‘ . (1) That u dcr the present celos it ve e‘“d notxced U R ? A wrote his rcport there was no pcueptxble du’fnrence or nottcea.ole fu:lm'r of dxbsent or dhpute
Pt ules, 1 T4 o - | .}
l’ gers Subordmate to the Centra,l COmmlttee. 1‘ is d“"ﬁ’cult to get 703}76“01)16 men to serve as Ma,na.-‘ . )"%T ¥ betwcen the V&d-lkdhes 3nd Ten‘{"’-hes- co e T . ‘ S ' =
$ o (2) 'lhat in consequcnco men of i f B RN e | | :‘w' L 17.  There is no doubt whatever that such foohnws do exist now, tho plam ‘matter of factr S
; ‘°°nd‘1°t 1s Suchct to no efﬁcmnt supem s inferior posmon aro &Ppomted as manngcrs, and ﬂmr W A . . bemw that the Vadakalai Sect has been emlted to Lnusunl dignity by the presence of fuo Sherista- T
[ " ‘ (3) That under th on on the part of the Central Committee. - .~ ' o Vet darsin it ranks, and has conscqrently mtnd fat and kicked, T may instance adisputeat -
b ¢ prcsent admlmstmnon the servxco in the dnstant templ(-s is neglccted : - \. ' T"““‘“ rangudi “hwh once. mamf‘%d ttsclf wost opcnly in- 1865, (with somo dauiger of & breach Lo
¢ ‘ of the pe'm) on the occo.;‘on of the cclcbxatxon of an :vmuo.l “festival mlled ¢ Txruvadhl:ma. :', -

nz anxiouis to repeat the name of tnc nuthor of thezr scct “hde the o ‘

s a matter of course the memal »
‘, s s not being Properly supermtended or evcn re‘;ularl Yy pazd. o
' 7 Utsavam,"’ the v mla.k'xhcs bei

the namo of their foun’kr. RN

(4) That 3 Centra.l Commrt
tee
srttln” m the lxcad quartcr stahon of tho dlstrlct incurs Menkali ted on repeating
‘ enkalies insis catis,

R ‘too much expenditu |
i} pendi ure m the shape of pa ¥ |
of the - Ameens etc.. great "part of V\Ir)hl);l:o leol?ls ith silver belts, Duﬁ“‘d"‘r 8 pay, and tho pay R i o 5 il
| would . able : supmntend consmnt]y mth:::u bo ﬁaved o there Were local Commlttces who‘ oy - 18. The ‘result of that pamculmr dlspute hus bee*: thnt tha rapehha? Pf ?l,‘her‘: I}:m}e ,15\ IS
A e 50 muc Bhow. - Yo L ‘ sk _ stopped, bat of course not finally. S ‘ ‘ - NPT :
- ;.5.";011 the other hand ~th ek u.‘ I ,‘1 S 48 r ” s : -
| »Lwlls- | —MM:T— JY X - p}?? of huvm’r Taluq Commlttees A noﬁ mmout lts pmba{ﬂo . : &; | 19, . The same pnrty ft.elmcr enatz 1 he'\r, in other parha of tha drstnct in Strivilliputtur. . E
‘% ' 6 | Th ﬁ t ;1 — Y A wﬁmw. ving T o t bX v iisp ‘ ! for mstance. It appcars there W&S no dlbtlncnon whatevcr obsorved between 1hC°c e, 5nc£s in :
o ¥ lﬂicnlby N bo overcome Would be the selechon of 1 S thxs district éome twenty years azo. Even intermarriage was then nllowed and it snll obtams I ]
| pomwn and respecmblmy, Who would take oo mtcrest m then‘ re:i Iy compctent men of “am told, in certain parts of the bankmrmmmrkowl fmd Ottapodnram I‘aluqs. ; ;
EL fgmn. . R SRS v e ,‘ ‘ CT : S work Wlthom; any hope "90. 'The existing wide scp..ratlon of the two, ser-ts 13 I bnhcve, of ‘lu‘te ‘recent da,te. In the '“ r :
’é;d : I have heard that m some dlstncts i phm of hawm Talu C ‘ \ year 1867 when & proncssxon was p'\SSIu(r in the. streeta of Nanguneri whorc there aro scarce]y any. SR :'
| ; oot and A mb Workm,, sahsractm]y g - q ommxttecs has been} " vadakalies of note, gome of the, Vadakalies of . Txrukuxunwudr began ‘in the most uncnlled for 7‘7‘,1 i
o members, (as N also w,th our Centm] Commlttee )VlSl(()ins and pctty qu*m'els among ‘the ) ' rn:mner to repcat their. Vedo,s a&er tho processron alovm wlth the Tcnkahes, ond were very scvcrely ;
B R an . | : ” ' ‘ xi
k nams are neglccted e o o | a3 a conscquence, tho Devasta handled in conscquence. TR LT e C ; ‘; L
‘ S S ; 21 A'l‘hc following case has . bcen reporbed to mo latcly In ‘the Nanvuncm Pawoda a -, ﬂ
M

al was ‘openly’ dls T noed by bcm"' served mth the sacred wntor, S

v [ 8. a'l‘he best course, therefore hes o ‘
. o mlght bo it somo bene;it to:}lla:r;lrl be(t;wcen the obovo o systoms. y " Vadakalai snd 2 cubordinate offici disgras ;
;: ‘0 tkemselves. | v ‘ a uq ommrttces but then they shou'ld not be left . etc aﬁu‘ it had b(‘cn dlst”but"d to the Sudra« VN e e ST I 3
:, S 10 I thmk a, et S SR ‘ , Iqupxly there were only tWo ‘vndnkmlxes prcsent at ’che tune or xt is belxcved the conse- o 4
S Commxttee nnd some - P esen atwe Com[?lttco COmposed of ono or two mcmbcrs Of ﬁ]e Ta]uq quences might have been serious. . :“‘ B o : T‘. e s LI )‘ . v"{u
espectablo men at Tinnevelly. ShOuld be formed to discuss general matters - " These instances must be su(ﬁuent to convnn,e zmy one’ thw the feclmf* of cstranfromcnt e
22 ects 15 in exisience in this drsmcb if not in the cxawerated form dlsplayed at ‘j .

¢ !

betWecn thcse tw0 8¢
drapuram in South Aroot. ) _:l AN .

§ aﬁ'ectmrr the D
cVaStanams WIt/Laut any u’zstznct;an of Sects, a.nd the 1csolutxonq thus come to, -
Ixamnamm and 'hruvcu e L D RN

.

P

i 11 The proeocduws should e held openly, and publts/wd in t/ze Gazettc :md any ono
; mshmv xt Shullld have fxeo access to the meeting place. C o :

&)

tCouector to the A.ctm'r Cl)xlnctcl‘ of Tinnevolly; “ dated fl‘xiﬁic'oriwn,‘
19‘11 Ja.nuary 1810 No. 10. R, RE IR

O’l da.t°:1 Ilth Decﬂmb T 1869

I'rom .tile Actm’r Head Assxat:m

Ny

n reply to yoJ\' letter, \o. ‘.3,
¢ Committces for each: hluq S
a,hs‘lda,rs for repor Both of these ofﬁcers are in
be posbxblo for the Commrttecs to cxercxse some

¥ | HI nnvn the honour to report i
the appomtment of Ikmp‘
n was leferrcd to the T

ang rement a3 1t will mon

"} ' \J

i + The appomtmcnt of tho 'lahsxldar as an ex- oﬂ' cxo member of each Tnluq Commlttce
: would bc of great benefit 3 but it might no d ubt ba obj

: ; oubt be objcctel that such an arr'm«remem would be
:an 1mpropcr eviation from the spxrrt that hns preva,xlul of. latc yems in rospecc of Government ’

mtexfcrencc in mattcrs of rolwlon. ’

rewardmv
2 The q\.cstxo

i The fact is is, howeyer that 1 e the |
Sy y people in the mo(’ussxl aro not yet pr e
'3; yelves : and if  there is to be no Qﬂzcuu oheuk the resuls m ust bemeerC:):smg t:'hE'OVCrn thcm- : f;wour o such an 2% d tters, “hlch 18 pra"txua\ y not the case now. - -
i Dcvaatanam., thore is ust ous 8 mtercsta of gupcrvxaxon over the P.yvo a matter T Do
- - i'{ ’.' N vt . . ' . ", . N o " ‘ < ) BRI T T o ' ’

. \‘ Lg v - T N ? ) LR . ~:' . "Vk ,' o ” ' RN . - ' " -

;A“‘ ‘_ 9‘ ¢
/ T f 5: r z ! i ! ' ! ot .a ) R
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,‘ rarely occar

R *' 9”! December 1870.

TN A e i e et e Y (i e

m |
eed m”“’ "f t;’ze ‘[(ld' s Go«*ernment R.pnenue Departmeul, RO

s, The Otta Y s S

Where sev eral of tﬁ:?:i&::i?:d:rt bzw;rer reports tbat owmg to tlxe remoteness of the localltles :
1 ua B

PagOdas are sadly mlsm{macred " ?on]plalnts arc nover made, and thus too often thOf

‘4, The L | .
lkely to leadiﬁlzuzli]:;:il‘lﬂ;wh I see t° tho 0°tabllshment of Taluq Comm1ttees is, tbat 1t is
interference is sure to be ob] (1Spntes Unless the members are men: of great influence, their
Crxmnnl Courts W GCthere(l‘ ed to and ’Cq‘Sted tho result mll be lrtrgatlon in eltber Civil or
&dvantaves of the creat 1 JONOEES this (’blechon is sufficient’ to counterbalance the eudcnt

lon, am not prepar red to say, but mcrely moot the questmn. T '

5. In conclusron Ib
y 1 beg 'CO St t :
the Vadakalxes and Tenkahes. , a : that betlr lahsxldare rcport th”‘t o d‘mm“ ex“ts between o

Lo '
,-w;“\
w

mer vmcz\.r | SRR | SRR
ROW Geneml Ch“"" Depuﬁy-Collector o the Collector of Tmner clly, datcd

I T YT Strrv:lhputtur, 3lst January 18;0 No. 15.. L

Wirn ref ,
of estnblxslnnger'l'e:rz(;)lt:(}3::11' 1ettgter dated llth umm“ c‘mmg for my opmlon as to tlxo advrsabnhty
“of dmsron or othcrwrse b tm1 o m each talug, and also te report partrcularly 28 to ‘the CXIbtchQ
cthat T’ convened a meetme er:;l the ¥ dakalics and Ptnlsahes I have 'the: bonour o inform you
g of the prine
vxllages and canv a°sed then- oy,ln?onsmpz\lxnbabxmnts of Strmlhputtur :md certmn nemhbourm g

2 Forty tbree erson |
four am opposed o I:t‘ 02‘ :1:: X?O:'arour of aCommlttee bemg cqta,blrshcd at Strxvrlllpu““r and
Temple the celebrated V}'shtnavaP ol ﬁve ire Vad“l“ﬂws’ eleven servants of the Natchiar
"also much_ lnterest ln the id e brenis- ﬁ‘eTenka sl three Sl v
said Pagoda.’ of the latter, one is the late Dlmrmakarta of the Stri-

vrlhputtur I’arroda
a. very trustw orthy wan, and two are the present Dlmrmakartas and the fuurth «

1sa, Smartlna. Brah ¥

pam or repalrs of thbmtlf:m 'lleh:se wl;)o wish for the Ch‘m"'e Complam ‘that at prosent the Tirup-:

Jincome of 2,000 Rupees t(l)) xtm:f teen entircly ne"lected notwithstanding thero is an annual.:
12t petitions addressed to the' Committee at. 'l‘umevelly are mob |

anewcred : that the m
cmbers do not ‘meet tbere  regularly for tho despatch of business. . Notwith- .

stzmdmu cors
plamts are mad
to them at a consideralle °"Pcnse and personal inconvenionce of

the complamants
and
havs likewise been Y:l(o ;llziet;\e tvﬁks which are thc principal sourco of the income to the pa"oda. )
state of tllmgg,‘ On tuoother | (;y say that a Committee on tho spot might- have averied this
and, those who hold an adverse vxew state that a Taluq Commlttce T

. \" '
: n,e
[ ! ! -.\» : . [
o e o ,“
|

3 AS a Com - : \
rmttee at a distance cannot understand tho rcqmrcments of the I’agoda. and

the real state of affai T

o csmbhsh“w o (;réox:]) n:"\letltl as a Talug Committee, I am mclmed in favour of the P1°l'°sm°n

o o depmds o s canel cci it being also the wish of the g great majority of the inhabitants ;

Sty supmnt " eful sclection. of the members to compose the Committee. ‘Under the'
cndence of a Lommxttee well choeen complu.mts n"amsz l)lmrmakartas WO“ld

t

C 4. “ tl ‘ qucs » " o '
ith regard to the second qucstxon, L beg to state tlmt thero d0es not appcar to have '

b
cen any open hostility formerly Letween the Vadakalies and “Penkalics, but sinco the nIPUmt '
] -

'mcnt f /
o ,?“ t\\io V atllalral.n Dharmukartae to the I\atclnnr Pagodain btuvrlhputtur in the year 1868,
P of jea ousy and ill- feelmg appears to have been engendered in the mxu)ds of the

“infl ‘
nfluential part of .the l‘cnkalus who form thc great m,xJonty ol thc Vyshtnavas in thxs part of |

4 [ '
R . yon ‘
Lo - . , e

the dlstuct._ KT . , .

i o . .
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Proceedmgs of tke M'arlras Government I’evenue I)epartment

[

-9 3 December 1870 e

““‘M

Sunmr'rm) to Government Wlth referonce to therr endorsement No. 2 151 of S

1869 dated 13th September Jast. - R .
‘9. Tho above endorsement Was passed ona petrtron from some people im0
Strwrllxputtur, objectrnﬂ to the manawement of the affairs of the temples in Tmne-‘ IR *
vclly by the Centml Commxttec, and (.xovernment ordcred the Collector tor eport S ) K
throurrh the Board as to the propuety of 1nst1tutm°' more Commlttees. RS ;. e " w,
3. He replied that ho did not adv1se the estabhalnnent of many Commlttees 3 Co 1
tbat he had canvassed all the prmcrpal Dharmakmtas, and tha.t the people generally L
prefer the prescnt arranvement : R N | R : »i
4. Ho asenbed the petrtxon to party spmt between tlre two seets of Tenlsaues IRTRR
and Vadakahes. RS . \
“?_j;wa ;:

.+ /The Board to wllom it ,\vas referred obaerved that, lus\letter \contradrcted i
t of 2 lato Collector, that “Hierol was o “such party “spirit,and they further
oubt whether a single Committeo could- properly superv ise all the o

dingly requeqted him to mqurre further.
s lns furtlxor report enclosmo' letters .

4, Tepor
_expressed a d
temples, and accor
"~ 6. The ltter now under consrderatlon 1
from the officers in charge of dwrslons \
7. All these officers (exce t the Head Assistant in whose drvmon the dissen- o N
sron has never been notlced) afﬁrm the existenco now of dissension between the ‘ ‘

two sccts. o . .
©8. The Collector (and all the d1v1510n oﬁiccrs agree with him on tlns pomt)ww%

then modifies his opinion as to Taluq Committees so far as to recommend that each )
taluq should have its Committee subordmate to the Central Committee, and that
-each Taluq Committee should send at least three members to represent them at the
Central Committee, He does not say. how often; the Sub Collector says “as often
~as may bo convenient and neces»ary R : s
-9, The Collector concurs with ‘the Sub- Collector m thmkmo‘ that the : -
Tahsildar or other official should bea member, and both aﬂ'rce in thmkmfr that the

people generally would approve of such an “arrangement.’

10. The Board, however,. are stron"ly opposed to . this. propo<a1
.consider the appomtment of officials in every way obJectlonable as contravenmo :
" tho spirit of the Legislature and tho pollcy under which the law was adoptod and
also as calculated to take up too much of then‘ tlme and mvolve them in busmess

ofa vcry objectionable character. ° :
'They obsecrve also that tho questron of apporntmn‘ Dlstnct or Taluq -

Commrttees was full} discussed in 1863 and 1864, and the appomtment of the .
r-Committce was finally sanctioned by Government in their Order of the

No. 535, and it seems unnccessary. for the Board to state their

y at present, because, while they admit that the interests of tho
d by the narrow basis on wlnolr the’ management
hat large and wealthy ‘district has been placed by .
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