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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
- 23rd November 1870. ‘

e

No. 343. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue,‘ dated 19th
October 1870, No. 6,216 :—

Read the following letter from the Act{ng Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 28th September 1870, No. 48 f

As promised in my letter, No. 214, ‘dated 24th May 1870, and in refercuce to -
paragraph 2 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 4,048, dated 2nd J uly 1870, I have now
the honour to forward copy of a letter received from the Tead Assistant Magistratoe
of Ramnad, reporting the result of his inquiry into the case of oyster-poaching in
Nallatanni Thivu, From Mr. MeWatters's report, - there can be little doubt that
poaching on a considcmblek scale must have taken place, and it is much to be
' t held when the matter was brought to the late.
Superintendent’s notice some years ago. I quite agree with Mr. McWatters that
the thoroughly scarching nature of the examinations of the coast made by tho
present Acting Superintendent Captain Richardson would scem to preclude the
possibility that_aily oysters have been loft undiseovered, and likely to fall a prey

to poachers, as the bank near N allatanni Thiva appears to have done.

i

- Excrosurk No. 1.
tn the Collector of Madura, dated Perma-

P

12th September 1870, No. 213.
ust 1870; No. 179, T have the bonour to inform

Superintendent of Pearl Fisheries, at ** Nalla-
d made a personal inquiry into the case of

go. 1,

Ix continuation of my letter of the 8th Aug
you that I met Captain Richardson, the Acting
tanni Thiva'’ on the morning of the Oth instant, an
the alleged pearl oysbpr-poaching.‘ | |

2. Iwas acconﬁ»anied by the Assistant Superintendent of Police, Madura, the Sub-Magis-

trate of the Muduguluttur Division, and the Inspector of Dolice, Muduguluttur, and I had ali the
likely to afford us any valuable information. ‘

* yillagers of the coast assembled who were
o but

'3, The conclusion which we came to was, that there had been extensive pearl-poaching
we were anable to gssign a dato or to attach blame to any person in particular. - ' ’
4. The chank-divers of the coast villages, of course, denied that there had been any poaching,
and accounted for the existence of pearl oyster-shells on the islanl by saying that therc was a
pearl fishery in the time of the Ramnad Zemindar Mutturama Linga Setupathy, when the oysters

wore opencd on the island, and the shells abandoned there.
) factory explanation of the existence on the island |

5. But this can hardly be accounted a satis
of guch an cnormous number of shells.. Ina legal fishery, it is ouly reasonable to suppose that

the most convenient place would have been selected for the disposal of the oysters, and the most
auitable place in this particular instance would evidently have been the mainland near some of
the coast villz}ges, where merchants from the interior could assemble without difficulty or danger 3

go that the presence of t er-shells at all on the island is attended with gugpicion, and
this suspicion is increase shells are found. They are all in separate

beaps, and on the one en it were diifcrent ‘bodies of poachers, or the
game poachers at diffcrent times. |
6. The statemert made by the tindal of the steamer in which Captain Richardson came to

the island is important on this poiut. Ile said that be landed on the island in 18G4, and that
he then obscrved soveral heaps of peatl-oystcr chells which had been out of the water only a few
These must, to & certainty, bave been poached, and on inquiry then and there must have

ho pearl oyst
d by the manner in which the

d of the island, indic?,ting a8
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re»ulted in the detection of those concerned ; but although the matter was brought to the notice of ¢

* Captain Phipps, who subsequently inspected the shells, it never scems to have been reported -
‘eithcr directly or indivectly to Government. This is to be regrctted ; for it is hopeless to wake ’

.anything out of such poaching-cases, unless there is unmistakable evideuce of the offence in
cn~tcnce.

.

7. From the chart shown to me by Captam Richardson, it would appear that that officer

has made a most careful and continuous examination of the whole coast from Cape Comorin to .

aumbe It is most improbable, therefore, that any pearl bauks have eseaped bim, and so there -
is Yittlo to fear from poaching in the future, unless the guard-boatmen connive at it. - Indced,
thue are at preseut no traces of poadnu-f subsequent to 1864,

¢ 80 As far a3 I ean learn, all prcv;ous‘ exawinations were so conducted that it was as likely as
not that important pearl banks were passed over ; that is, the examinations were not madle along
“ the coast continuously, but here and there at intervals.  Under such a systom, the coast chank-
. divers might have been aware of banks of which the Superiatendent of pearl fisheries was kept in
Eignorance, and it may be taken for granted that they do not fail to use their opportunitics.

SuparTrED to Government, with reference to their Ovder, No. 1,086, of 15tk
J uly 1870, paragraph 3.

9. 'The Board consider that Captain Plupps should be called upon for explana-

tion of his apparent negleet as reported in pamrnaphs 6 and 8 of Mr. Mc\Watters’s

Jdetter. Wuh a proper system of super\ mon and examination, there iy probably

Cno reasen fo spprekend any il:.\f})cz‘ depredaticnms v ag - - et e

No. 314, Ozrper tnernoy, 23rd November 1870, No. 1,815,

Tuese Proceedings will be forwarded
Miscellaneous.

R

leave for any remarks which he may
Lave to offer.

(True Extract.)
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To the Board (()f Revenue. :
» Captain G .11 Dhipps. .
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to Captain Phipps on his return from -

, (Signed) W, IIUDLESTON, )

: Secretary to Governmend.
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