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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

21st November ISYW

M

Con No. 301.  Read the following lctter from Reverend R. TIARTMANN, of the
: Basel Mission in South Canara, to the Right Honourable FRANCIS
* . LORDNAPIER, Governor, Madras Presidency, dated Udapy, 2nd Sep-

tember 1870 :—

. In accordance with the permission you granted when you favoured me

with an interview, I take the liberty ‘of making the following representation, in

half of the poorer classes of the natives, among whom 1 have
" 9, TIn the South Canara District, where I have been living for elaven yoars,
there is still a great deal of waste land, which is at present onproﬁta,ble to the
inhabitants, and for which no tax i paid. Experience shows that such waste land, .
btained from Government by the agency-of the Basel Mission, and

1‘ which has been © u
; - which has been given to Native Christians, can be turned into fields for dry culti-
d orchards. Such land is much dogired by the poorer classes, but they

under the present system, to procure it.

p

" vation an
- find it nearly impossible,
R /g, . The reasons for this Ared= it R R e
e . (\1.) The rich Jand-owners want these people as their servants, and therefore

ming owners of land, and thereby becoming independent. They, .

7 \ f
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object to their beco .
to preveut them from making an application; .

L therefore, try every means ¥ .
‘ : (2.) “The native authorities usually take the part of the rich land-owners,
' ~ and they, therefore, throw obstacles in the way of any one\applying for waste land.

' (3.) oo ey
l land within the bourdaries of their villages.” : :
| ' (4.) The Law of Proximity, as it isat present, puts no limit to this right,

of which the puttah-holders make use as soon as another party applies for waste land.

e
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4. TIn order to remove some of the difficulties, may I venture to make a few, .

(1) To giv;e a right of citizenship, not at present existing, and with it the

i
¢
'?\ suggestionsi—
t& right to unclaimed land within the village boundary, to every resident for a given.
\ period within that village. . . . IS
| " (2.) Tofix the boun

- (3.) To limit the right of proximity to a fixed amount of land, giving a

claim to waste land in proportion to the amount of Government tax paid for

puttah land.
5. Itisa fact

f

not to be gainsaid that the owning of a field or garden and a

i3

E house, however gmall it may be, ralses the proprietor both morally and s ooi.ally,
¥ Ho becomes in consequenc® more independent and manly, and a more diligent
: worker and producer. .

6. In addition ' o, ¢
turn for actual cultivation, yet would be taken up at a

i ly any Ie
would give gecarcely " .
low rate having 1t8 natural productions increased when cared for by an owner.
H

dy I am given to
Already the Collector of Mangalore to tax such land at 4 Annas per acro.

b - » . X A
IS{EZE?; ?chiz be gi‘anted a large proportion, if not all such land, will be applied for.”
} 7. Trusting my Lord, you will be able. to glean the meaning of my state-
- ment, 1 haves ete. R K e - \\\
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The puttab-holders are tne omy peopie Wno nave @ ngul o gih weste -

daﬁes, where needed, for the waste land of each village. .

o the land above referred to, there is much waste land, which

- anderstand, 2 proposition has been made to the Board of
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 21s¢t November 1870.

" No. 302, OrpER THEREON, 21st November 1870, No. 1,824,
- Miscell ) OrDERED that the above communi-:
. | iseeiiancous. cation be referred to the Collector of

South Canara for consideration and
EE report through the Board of Revenue. -
: T (True Extract.)

. ~ (Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,

e Secretary to Government,
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