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o Proceédz’ngs of the Madras \Govqrnment, Revenue Department,
4th August.1870. . S o

" From the ‘Under-Secretary to the Government of India, Financial

Department, to the Chief Secretary tb_ the Government of Fort Saint
Géorge, dated Fort William, 16th March 1870, No, 1,834, =~ - -

Wirn reference to Items 137-8 of the Separate Revenue Proceedings of .the
- Government of Madras for the month of January 1870, sag¥tioning the importation
of the plant and materials required for carrying out the ®, er-distribution project,
Madras, free of duty, I am directed to point out that th\ argument in the 3rd

.. paragraph of the letter from the President of the Municipal Commission,-Madras,

Np. 53,

has no bearing on the question, and, moreover, contains an’ inaccurate statement. -

It is only the materials of State Railways that have been exempted from the
- . payment of Custom Import-dutics. - R o
2. There is no reason that Government should -contribute to the Madras
-Municipality an amount cqual to the ‘Import-duties on material imported for -
Municipal water-works, for this, in fact, is what the exemption amounts to ; because
- as a matter of convenience materials for State Railways, which materials are the -
property of Government, are exempted from going through the form of paying
Import-duty. Iam desired to request that, with the permission of His Excellency

the Governor in Council, you will statc what amount of Customs-duties was due -

under the Act.’ -~ i ' -
: o : . " (True Copy.) |
" (Sgwd) H E STOKES, ©
B | Under-Secretary to Governments
- Exd. F. R, Banilensa, N o B
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tary Batten’s. letter, dated 16th March S
] 1870 No..1,834, I am directed to state - *
‘l that the estlmated value of the plant
urrcd for the Water drstnbutlon prOJect of the Town of Madras is

» and matenats req
abgut §ix: lakhs, assessed. at the rate of one per cent., and therefore hable to an :

o ¢ dut of Rupees 6, QQO Lo
e ;arafiraph 3 of the letter from the Pres1dent Mumcrpal

dated 6th Doccmbcr‘lSGO Was not overlooked by this Government
the Munlclpahty of Madras furnished the clnef
roawn for' the exemptron in’ questron.‘ I arn, however, to pomt out that other,‘
bC‘nldOS Mumclpal 1nterests are 1nvolved 1.1 the success of the Water-d1str1butron
" project. - In the first place, it is of grave nnporta.nce to the State that Madras, as.
the head- quarters of the. Crvrl and Mrhtary estabhshments of the Pr051dency, should
be rendered as healthy as posslble. ~In th1s respect Imperxal interests are drrectly
at stake, but there is anothef argument whrch bears, 1nd1rect1y, though perhaps ;o
qu1te as matermlly, on tbe welfare of the- State. Eprdemrc diseases are mom T
readlly generated ina 19 'ge c1ty hko Madras than elsewhere, and onco generated

[

Commrssron,

raal PR e N N

this Government a matter of no less 1mportance to. the State than to the people.( L

SIR,—-In reply to Mr. Undcr-Secre—‘ o ‘

.‘ ,L,“L oo JL"‘{‘ -

\Vhen, in add1t10n ¢ the consxderatlons referred to above, the poverty of the Town ..
- of Madras as com}ared with

Calcutta and Bombay, the over-burdened condition of

[ Lo

adhenng to the former view Whrch they took of the case.. I am’ therefore to .

: i request that the Government of Indra will sanctlon the exemptlon from duty of RS
and matenals referred to 1n your letter. - - SR R R e

i W
,r'
f

the plant
ROV Rt ha.ve the honour to be,

‘”Madras but also to other parts of the Pres1dency For these reasons- -the 1ntro~ I;'j; : ’*
”ducnon of a supply of pure, and wholcsome water from without is, in the opinion of

Mumcrpal ﬁnanoes, and the numerous other schemes which press upon the Munici-," . !
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