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Proceedmn: of tlze BIadras Government, Revenue Department
o 301.% June 1870 :

: I ’
I Read the followmv Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th o
T ; ' May 1870 No.3329—-,'_‘;f T L
Read 7che followmo' Ietter fromthe Honorary Secretary, Govemment Farm tothe”
S S Actmo' Secreta.ry to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 6th Apnl o
B W TR 1870 NQ,\?' A S : .
) ) . Y DT . . N
<0 SRR it ;* e I HAVE the honour to enclose’a report by Mr. Robertson on the experxmental'
- AR : 3 . cultlvatmn of ‘Queensland Maxze at the Governtment Farm at Sydapet.
. ICRER e 2. The successful introduction of this Maize into the Madras Presxdency and -
) : R I SRR the method of its cultwatlon ca.nnot the Farm Commxttee thmk be too Wldely
. i %}»-5{’ i made known e LT )
;5‘:’? S R i _ Evcmsnnl\o.l el oo
R E.z‘penments with Queensland “Maize under. clry culhvat;on. o e ‘
g L $Le \‘P e Ox the 9th of October 1869, 240 pounds of yellow Maize was received from Sydney ritwas - -
RS 48 i B .+ - 'a good fresh sample of the ** one-hundred-and- twenty-day variety,” and contained 82 per cent. of . ]
.y 5 tap k. oL wital seed, dried at 212 degrees Fahrenhelt Seventy eight grams wewhed an ounce. - It 3 N,
i AL RS dxstrxbutedasfollows. R ) CO o - o E
104 A - i SEees o i L v-r»bPounds. T e
—E N Fooo e . To Collectors e e e el e 68 o
. ‘ - S D Sown in vacancies in general crop e e ," e 15 o
g f ; SR = 0. Do for experimental purposes .. .. "157 ¢ L
*?’i;,” F EARRN 2. Soz.ls —The soﬂs of the different experxmenta.l plots are very gimilar in composxtxon. As
& i1 1 ' 34 ' j i they have already been descrxbed in_ former Reports, I would only remark tha.t they are very poor )
2 g' B - -and hungry, and contain on the average nearly 90 per cent of sand.
{- : L8 Preparatzon of the seed. -—To prevent sqmrrels rats, crows, ete.; destroym'r the seed n
3 , : s P ‘; : 1t was all tarred. The process is as follows :—Take one and-a-half pints (about half a Madras - o
E A 43 T measure) of hot water, and add about one- twelfth of a pmt (about one-fourth of an ollock) of tar,
R L : " stir well together. “After a.llowmg the solution to cool, pour it through about ’ twenty measures of .
" @ ’ Malze, mix thoroughly, until- the seed assumes a dark mahovany colour ; it must then be ‘dusted .
‘ qr 2L Wlth sand, saw-dust, of dry earth, to prevent "the seeds adhering together,  and will be ready for
470 sowing. In Amenca it is usual to steep the seed for ten or twelve hours before it undergoes -
$7; <+ . this process,. but I have not found steeping to answer,here, exceptmv during dull or showery n;
, : s weather _the dry condition of the soil and the great ‘heat of the sun being i mJurxous to the, . ' é
RV Lo vitality of the seed when i ina softened condition. Whether this arises from the rupture of the cells : ‘
) ?T’ +*7 .. by the too raptd ‘esape of m01sture or from the silicious coetmg of the seed having been destroyed,
AR rendennrr it less ablY to withstand the effgets of a high temperature, I am unable to say. However,
Lo IR | have'not “found it {neficial to steep seed before sowing, when there is less than 10 per: cent of
N A ';‘ : moxsture in the soil, -or when the temperature in the shade, exceeds 80 degrees. - ST .
: i : f'l -~ . The areas of tht drﬁ'erent plots the quantltres of seed sown, and the dates of the sowm"s are’ & o
asfollog\— pol T T s I e e T : CL it e
\ -4 : :“, ‘ = . ] S : - - . - ; rl.r)"‘( a
"‘ 'j St | NPT FA .| Actual amount | Seed sown per
B S L Area my:rrds. ])‘ateot".sowxng: of seed sown. {  acre. - -, - -
ki ‘.‘ tLTL L "?‘A RN + B . - .. . . .
- _: .":‘::*—-:;1!:";,{;"' -- S oo  Pounds. i “Pounds.'
. 3 Pt L Lt g el 5774 | October12 | - .36 . | .80
Y R 2 2 e ’ <l 7 10,647 v .. 18 SR S B R
B w3 e e i Te044 | D 3y Co40 |y 83
% RN e 4T e e ] 4918 26 27 | o 26
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. |the manure was spread in the open furrows between the drills.”

A F — - ; v . ;

Proceedm gs of the ﬂ[adras Government Revenue Department o x _ o

30th June 1810, " . oo

< - N ‘7%

>

4 Cultwatwn --The land bemg in good order a deep ploughmg and a smwle cnltxvatlon
at rlght angles to the line of the plough was sufficient to prepare it for ridging. . Ridging . was
performed by, the double .mould board-plough “The drills were placed thzrty-slt inches ‘apart ;
"To Plot 1, it was applied at the ’ L
rate of twenty-ﬁve tons per acre ; to.Plot 2, at_the rate of fifteen tons ; and to Plot 3, at_ the
{rate of twenty tons.” To Plot 1 in addmon two cwt. of bone-dust was appued No manure was
:applied to Plot 4, the soil _ being in good condition, havxng ‘carried no gram—crop since it was®
recla1med from the Jnnvle. After sprea.dmg the manure the ndges or drills were split through | -
the centre by the double mould board-plongh the soil  falling on the manure on either sxde and
| forming new drills.". These drills were then consolidated and reduced to half their height by 2 , single?
operatlon of the cham-harrows ‘A uniform seed-bed bemg formed a gang of coolxes then passed
. along the dnlls, making holes about two inches deep and “ten or twelve mches apart.- Into these ;
tholes the sectls, was deposxted by a gang of coohes followmg. Another turn of the chmn-harrows

is © -

t
1
5

" The after- cultlvatxon consxsted of two hand-hoemgs and three bullock-hoemvs ‘So eﬂ'ectual
was thls cultivation that, after ha,rvestmfr the Maize, it was only necessary to plough once, to;”
‘prepare for Gram, no weeding or any other’ cultivation being requxslte. Estimating a pair of,
L bullocks, driver, ete., to”cost 12 Annas per day, anda. cooly Bupees 5 per month the a.verat'e
cost per acre mll be nearly ag follows — : P o A ;

i

t

S s
- v

o 1 P]oughmg ’ .. [‘
L1 Cultivating i st L

. Collecting weeds . ...’ * .. “:%aai' i

. «,' i 1 Chain-harrowing : ,.*. el e
Rldglng* :-.._‘au - ..‘. -.-n _

-, Spreading manure.... "Ll e
Splitting ndges ;;., e

1 Cham-harrowmg,r.. Yy el

- Seed, 283 s, o e e
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[ ' 7"_-Preparation of sced and sowing - ... e 2l e” i )
S Cnltxvatlon during growth— R TS
v " " 2 Hand-hoexngs e - =y
r i - 3 Bullook-hoemgs... e Ll ) ’,‘
AR Scarmg blrds ...: Tt il e R 3
3

The farm-yard manure' was worth 1 Rupee per ton, and the bone-dust 2% Rupees per cwby
» As ‘these were only four months’ erops,” and as they would approprxa.t only a very small
proportlon of .the manure applled it would be unfair to debit them with th) whole cost of the
manure. In this country there is no reliable data for calcula.tmﬂ' the duratlfn of a manure : in}-
England it is usnal .on heavy soils to charge farm-yard manure over four yea.rs “and on hght soﬂs

over three years.. "However, I am not acquamted with any cultzvated soils i m wcnd so poor e.s:
those constxtutmg this Farm, ‘and -will, in these calculatxons assune that - ,ae fertms.nn eﬁ'ectsl

of fold—yard manure vnll only contmue to operate durmd' two yeaks o and of bone dust durm
three yea.rs Ty . - . } . R

5 Observatzons dm'mg growth —-The plants appeared above ground four or ﬁve days after,
sowing, and in a’ fortnight after, were six mches high.. At the end of six weeks they: began ‘to
flower, when their heights varied from six to seven feet. The weather was Javourable during the
early growth of the crop, and durmg the month of November especially so. The temperature m
the shade ranged from 72 to 78 degrees and sbowers were very frequent.” Rain fell on'
twenty days m November the tota.l fall bemg 8 35 inches : during December  the!.
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the inmer skin merely turned ba.ck 80 'asto expose the grain to the free action of the air. By

. stretched across the rooms where they remained until fit for shelling. The cobs being 8o thorouohly
" soaked by the heavy rain, it was necessary, in order to prevent the corn moulding or sprouting, .

o T I T s

L. 1he coolies with pieces in their hand eating it, as they would eat sugar-cane. - It was stacked for. -~

Proceedzngs of tlze Madras Government Revenue Department, SRR

oL e 30th June 1870. - - e
weather_ was not g0 favourable thouvh the showers between the 1lth a.nd 16th were very - L e
beneficial. Rain fell on nine days during this month, the total fall being 5-24 inches. Norain fell - o

. between, the 25th of Deeember and 15th January, and in consequence the crops ‘suffered severely, L C ; '

many fine plants wrthermg from the deficiency of moisture—the fact that nine-tenths of the soil  .° = .- 2

" consisted of sand must "be remembered. On the 16th of January a severe storm of wind and -

" rain broke over this dxstnct and the whole _of the plants in Plots 1 and 2 were levelled to the , B
- grourd : considerable damage was done to the plants on Plots 3and 4. owever, on these the cobs : S
o lwere just beginning to form, and the destruction was not so complete. "It was deemed absolately R -
'necessary to cut down at once the whole of the crop on Plots 1and 2. Before this storm took - !

. place the appearance these crops presented was very fine : the plants were from ten to eleven feet SR
3 hlgh and many of the stalks at half their hewht were four mches in cxrcumference, end thecrops - .- AJ{
1o were level and uniform throuvhout : g ? . » P
. 6. Harvestmg —Only a.bout a month having ela.psed sinca the bulk of the plants on R '.:‘;?5
Plots 1 and 2 were in flower, much the grea.test proportxon ‘of the cobs were green and 1mma.ture 3' L j ’ .
when this storm occurred—mdeed not 5 per cent. of the cobs vvere fit for gathering, It was . - # P " =

“ useless, under the circumstances, toleave them longer in the field ; we therefore commenced gather- -~ | -, .- -

ing the cobs on the 17th. “They were easily broken off with the band ;"they were then carted to the
shed, and peeling commenced immediately afterwards. The outer skin was entirely removed, and .

means of the inner skin the cobs were tied together in pairs; they were suspended over ropes - -,

to dry them as rapidly as. possxble - Under’ ordmary circumstances, in a dry climate like this, I -~
would prefer to leave the skin on the cobs until the grain _is glazed and fully bardened. When the

‘skin is removed too early the grain dries very qurcLly, and the sample is shriveled and inferior. : - N
Neither would it be necessary to suspend the cobs over lines, as was donein the instances recorded - S
‘ If well matured and gathered during favourable weather, very slmple preca.utmns will suﬂice to ; SN
prevent the corn hea,tmv -The fresh cobs before peehn(r Wewhed a,s follows : . o S
- L= " Actual weight. We;ght"per‘ fac're; T s
) P "ONS. CWT. 18S. |, TONS.eCWI/LBS. | T .
Plotl co TS e el :83-0837 28 4002 1213 0 T
' 20 et e el 83250102 0 1.9 92 o - 7o .o
. 43 “...,:ji.. " e e 017728 0 0 12 105 oy -
-39 4 A Doeee - e .t.. S T 1 - l 14 )" 1 -0 59 o
After the remofll of the cobs the straw was cut down, and a.fter dryma was stacked. ~ When -
perfectly d.ry and ﬁ for sta,ckmg, it wexghed as follows T— % : s i it
i R P - = ” = 2 . —‘: a‘-‘b . o‘! o
. o ,_,;f/ —— " " e 'AAc'tua_l welght“ Weight peracre. | .. - " -l R

R EEEE J © -t | TONS. CWT.LBS. | TONS. CWT.LBS. |.
APl 5 . il 08 6 64 |2 416 ).
- e 2 ~.315 117 |- 1 14.0 S e
"+ 8 4103 .1 2 11710
'8 49. | 8. 7 39
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. The straw was verv rich in saccharine matters—indeed it was so sweet, that I frequently noticed I
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_ '.l'he shelhnv of the cobs was chiefly performed by 3 small Maxze sheller made»hy Mr W G,,
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Proceedmgs of the Madras G'overnment Reeenue Department
iy 30t/1,June18‘O ;

e - - Co : AT
consumptxon dunno the hot season. All kind of stocL are pa.rtxculo,rly fond of xt The averag 5,
cost per acre for harvestm etc was as follows —_ o R S ;;{_;:. 17
! - N N o)‘r.s.‘A.:P. T
N Gathermv cobs "“...'; R R O A 0, "_-3:"“" §7
i C o< Qarting do. o0 ... i e . el .o '5}.‘.'.‘? 0’ 6 o " ; ;j

'Peehng, tieing, hantrmfr etc. - . e 5 e 1 3 oa“! }‘

..~ Shelling cobs, ete.. R s .* _'07 8 OP j

Reaping a.nd sheaﬁnrr straw S AL VULV PR | S0 0T Ty
.- C Cartmg, eto. “..\.,’ B e aee SO "',1 ’..}_' e 012 ‘0
SR L R PET i

Ainsworth, Sydney. - With this machine two men can shell 450 pounds of cobs per hour. 4 “The cost;
sof the machine is ‘about ﬁfty shillings in Austra,ha, _The work is done very sntlsfactorlly. ,A:
Harge shellinz-machine, made by Ransomes and Sims; was occaslonally employed but the work,

of cobs per hour. . This ma.chme cost £ IO in England. It does not separate the com satrsf&ctorxly.ﬁ
Y D ¢ uld of grain, etc .—The gram wa.s not wewhed until it was thorouchly drxed—-mdeed

than they would have been, had it been wewhed in ordma.ry marketable condmon. ' The follow1n01
returng show the welght of grain obtamed — T

]

Tt

;{othai hreight.* \Yei;ghtoer acre

“* 7.7 .| .. Pounds. "} ~rPounds.~‘ s F ik

‘ 1,851 = - 1,651
- . . 2 - aee  ees . . 1,877 . : 894 ‘s;
( ) ' 5 B e et e |0 21,083 | T‘j; 851 ..
. _,"74‘: Y “en ses "‘ 5o 850 _' - : 836" T:

:As 1ssued for seed the sample contamed 96 per cent of vn;al gram One Madras mea,slure wenghed
2 1bs. 12} ounces; and when dried at 212 devrees Fahrenheit, 85 grains welfrhed 1 ounce.,

“ hen thoroughly seasoned 20 avera,"e-smed cobs ylelded from 7 to 73 pounds of Maize. " I have

o personal knowledge of the proportion of corn that average-sized, natlve-grown cobs yield.: The L
,Tollowxnfr is the only instance bearmg on the subject that has come within my oum Lnowledoe - ,% ‘

eing anxious to experiment with Maize, a- supply ‘was obta,med in the Y, iore sttnct.kxt ,é
onsisted of 10,300 cobs of the yellow variety. . - After drymv the. cobs were

done by it was much more costly : it reqmred three men to work it, and only husked 50 lbs.ﬁ .

not until it was in a condition fit for packm«r the returns are therefore 15 or R0 per cont. lower' 7

elIed and the total #3 ‘
',neId of grain was only 338 pounds. Thitty cobs only yxelded one potm of gram thus onek s

A 2 : - Quecnsland Maize-cob yielded more grain than 12 of the Vellore cobs,” PR N i, 1. ‘”:‘ T }
8 v a F inancial Results: —-Valumrr the straw ‘ab Rupees 10 per ton and thelyrain at Rupees oO‘T‘
: er ton (about 15 mcasures per Rupee)-— prices I would readxly give for eithy: stra.w or gram of”
: 2 ; umlar quahty——we have the followmg results- e, \~ ;o ';in;’r
T4 H , « S . s : . WY .{:,7’
B ;
A e T Value of straw VM;aih Totalreturn i
ll; RN "* per acre. per acre. ;. | ‘yperacre. 'y
B A I SC R S L S N T .ES. A, Bh llrs.““sl; P,
Plot 1o loim i v e el 22 1 0 1-°34 "9 1144 . 56 10 11
-] o 2 e e e e 0170707 191 0L 361,
- T B L e Ll 258 0 1815 0} 44 .7:00
BETEE ST e e’ 10783 8 72711810 0 5202, 2
X / . n w\‘.,‘t.—_-w— R e - ._‘-ﬂ S I . R . i r ‘, ,1 ‘1:‘,»
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’ ;‘_ -working-cattle and feeding-sheep :— -

bty Prbcéedz g8 of the J‘Iadras Government Revenue Department,'f*
fo T 304 June 1840 oy, '

}

N - . ' N . S .
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| ’ The followmg is the average cost of productron fo—

SR T Proportionate | o, o1 .
T Cost of cultlve- value of manure Cost ofrh:g:st
.:...- | tion per acre. per acre. 1ng per acre.

i 3 - ERE - B

iy e

"1 7R3, A. P. RS.. A. P.
4100 .
410 0
~410-0

" A.
2’
7.8
0
. - 410 0:

glooooF

Plot 3
per acre.:

. Plot 2
per acre.

“‘Plot 4%

‘ _Plot 1-
s oo o per acre.

per acre. .

"RS. A.-P,
414 7 0
2312 0

2011 0

LR : ‘ BS. A. P. | BS. ES. A.'P.
Valuo of straw a.nd gramr’ Cees 56 10 11 g(li

Cost of productron, ete. e e 2714 8
2812 31|15

13120
38 6.2 -

LR .,.:,.*w.,‘

REE-Ta1d

ol oo”

PX‘Oﬁt pel‘ B.Cl'e o -/ aee 'f: "",- see  wss RS
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The large i)r‘oﬁtme,de on Plot'4 is due altogether fo exceptional circumstances. The yield of graia®

to be harvested before bemw matared, . In forming any conclusion on the results of these experr-

. ments the wretched pature of the soil must not be lost sight of. - Not only is it very poor in the :

"elements of” plant =food, but it'is physxcaTIy a bad soil.” It parts with its moistare too rapldly, and -
durmcr hot weather becomes very hard and cahpact.  However, if such soils—and thereis a large
3 ‘area of snmlar soils in an uncultivated state in thxs district—will under Maize give a proﬁt of 25
Bupees per acre, the proﬁt from Maize cultivation on .good soils must be large. -

Indeed, I question whether
"Gram can be grown under more favourable circumstance than after a well- cultlvated Maize-crop :
. the best Gram now growing at the Farm is on the land where the Maize was grown. The profits *
from the Gram-crop will be sufficient to pay rent and other charves not debited to the Maize. -

- Nutritive value of Maize.—As a food for the people Maize is greatly superior to Ragi,
Cumhoo, Cholum, cf Many natives are extremely fond of it: ‘though . we protected our crops
“with the greatest care, 1t was mpossxble to prevent a large’ number of cobs being carried away. -

-*In America and severa.l other countnes it forms the staple-food of the people ; and it is not lexes -,

-valuable as a food forgfarm-stock. - Horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, and poultry eat it and thrive -
“onit. -A paragraph} .3 recently been going the round of the Agricultural Newspapers, sta.tm« ;
that ; the London Onibus Uompany cleared £ 50, 000 last year by substxtutm" Maize for Oats in

.~ feeding their. horses,
- amongst them thar.'w en fed with Pats.
Marze to any extent in 1%ading horr 45 in this country : I have, however used a considerable quantlty
- in feeding working-bullocks, } amdin the manufscture of mutton. Amongst other experunents the.

from Plots 1 and 2 would have been much greater had not the effects of the storm caused the crop, -

nd that, the horses have done their work better, and have had less diseass :
1 have not had an opportunity of experimenting with s

Total per acre. '

62.2 2= .~

In the district en_10y1n<r the" north-east monsoon Maize can be harvested in ample time to -
r allow-of a Gram- -crop being obtained before the hot season commences

-t

e

followmw were made to determine the relative feedmmva.lues of Gram and M:uze, when given to .

3

1

February | February lFebruary March | March
2T 1ae | 22 | a ] 14

Pounds., Pounds.
.]1.1,762 1,806
1,765 1,759

————

24,

Pounds.
1,806
1,786 -

Pounds.
1,799
7 1,7(_37

Pounds.
1,765
1,789 -

: Workmg cattle. .
Welght of the pa.lr fed on Maize:
on Gram ae

1,823

. ’”

TV P s -

March

Pounds. .. - ‘

1,768

oy B

-

'

v« gy --.,-/ R e T U UV

-y

S ,—«"/’*“ . : i DS SN



e AWy £ sl RTETE T

o -"\
. ) ! :\_‘J
oo o~ T : -
‘!o' . ;:- }& B R i Tt ] . fe s . -y ‘,,. e M gl iy 4 W N e - A}
s 5 1 l’loceedmrr.r of tlre l[arlras Government Rﬂvenue Department :
VR A S 30th June 1870. : ‘ %
!-—-1—\ . e L
Do T e ammalswere fed per day asbelow — el T §
coot T el of Maize
T o ‘;1 Pair... {- 5 ,, of Tour. . *= I = 5
g S 100 ,, of Cholum fodder. =~ ::iez
i":‘.f!! e , ' “6.,, of Gram. , : ;i
‘.:’»gt,f;ﬂ'- ,;" A ,l . ;r DN 1 sy - 5 “"\‘.Of 'lour - ,;p 1
£ oo T ‘100 ,, of Cholunr fodder. o ,,; ‘
4 ) R
i x}‘ To be qulte gure that the animals were snmla: ly worked,-¥ geve one anunal m each pzut
s Fram and Jone ammnl in each pair Mmze Thus Co o e E
; e : T eee - V.V-f" ‘::. N ;.“L:, . \iaij\
S NG is“"j lPalr » {1 Bullock *leee "t IR S g’}ram o
\t - co TamsToese Todes o T ,‘mu alze. ) 4
I ) O LT T ‘\GTnm; o
g oo ’» {1 T e et e e Ma.lze j e
ror the first few days the Malze was not rea.ddy eaten : however at theend of & “couple of weeh ’
'they eat it freely, and continuned increasing in Werght until, at the termination of the expen-,
. '\ment they had mcreased 71 pounds in.weight. ° The other pair eat Gram from the first, but they
.. - ¥rever made the pro*ress ‘made by the pair fed on Mexze ; and at tho termmatxon of the expen«_

.

" e e S a’y
.

fmenthadonly1ncreased3poundsmwe1ght N S T S R Az

s.4 Two lots of sheep, containing 6 wethers each, were put on to feed on the 2nd of Februnry :

‘last, Each lot had as much Gram-fodder as the animals could cat.’ Desides the Gram- fodder
:Lot 1 consumed daily 8 pounds of Bran and 6pound3 of Malze a.nd Lot2 3pounds of Bran and6
ipoundsofGram' theresultsareasfollow =T I SR T R
(oo 0| Fedon Gram, | Fed on Maize, |3 o
T e - Date of weighingg.— - - _average weight ] average weight | .- ¢ - L
3 e R & head ‘‘‘‘‘‘ N'p‘er"hend‘:ew- T Y
: —
i e ‘ii'f%::i;;:‘ - I’ounds.f}' . :)I’ounds-. R :
E ST Februa.ry, 2 i eee e wes 1:3875 -t - 37T - "5
H R IR b Ll 39 - |1 8733
§' : gp [T Tooaess | sras | atil
. : Marchv;: 451,__ e e e D 4383 8966 | . A
3 o BT e 24483 0| 14280 . - s
o « » ;,24:3 PUMIELAURESVEL I I t:) ;1:—;45-“?— e :J
‘ . s _".’ B 7;-""" - 1. i_ P L T o o

e —

As in the case of the cattle-expenment 80 1n thxs case, the Malze was nove *he ammals and
; was not eaten readily during the early part of the experunent However as An as the animals
£ got talike it, they made greater progress than those on Gram. At the termination of the expenj
/m'ent those on Maize had increased 8 pounds | per head whxle those on Gram had on] y mcreased 6 20

€had the Maize and Gram been crushed and mxxed tovether before bem

‘ammals -Gram and Maize serve dxﬂ‘erent _purposes in the “animal’ econ ny the former is’ a.
{hsh or muscle producer whxle the latter is a heat or fa.t former s

SUMMARY

1 The seed is preserved from the a.ttacks of squlrrel\:; crows etc, when perfectly‘

ot~ Mna s o

T
.l

tarred

2. Itis only a.dnsable to steep the seed when the weather is dull and‘showery .
3. The seed is best sown on drills about three feet apart with intervals of ten or t\velve
inches between the seed.” It may be planted two mches deep, at the rate of 30 pounds per acre. - )
4. Maize should always be well manured from fifteen to twenty tons per acre mayr
proﬁtablybeapphed l;f e .—‘:\ S ConetTis '*“g

— o

'5. . The cobs should be well ma.tured before" being gathered If the weather durmg thej

qa

hmrvestxno of the crop be favourable the skms are besthpt on the cobs untx(“ the seed is perfectly )
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»: will varyagcording to the quality of the soil from Rupees 50 to Rupees 60 per acré,

\\\\\, \‘.\\\ \\ \‘:\ \ .\ \»

T
—

e

7% 17, Maize can be ‘profitably - cultrvated on  soil 80 poor as one containing 90 per cent of -
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. I’roceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
30th J une 1870.
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6. From 2§ to3 tons of dry straw per acre may be expected ; it is rich in saccharine
matters, ‘and is valuable for all kind of farm-stock.
. 7. On good eoﬂs 2,000 pounds of graxn may be grown per acre wrthout extraordxna.ry
managewent.

8. One average-sized Queensland cob yxelded more gra.m tha,n 12 of the cobs grown m

“the Vellore District.
. 9. The average cost of production may be estlmated at Rupees 25, while the gross retum

: 10. The profit may vary from 25 to 30 Rupees per acre according fo the quality of the soil :
" the better the cultivation, the larger the profits. : ) .
11 Queensland Maize is only a 4-month crop, and may be ha.rvested in tlme to allow of 3
- ;crop of Gram being grown before the commencement of the hot season. =
) 12. Maize is valuable as a food for the people more so, indeed, than Ratn Cholu@o,
. ete., generally cultivated in this district. . ‘
A -13.. Maize is valuable for all kmd of farm-stock. Working bullocks fed on Maize mcrea.sed
-7 1 pounds in weight, whilst these fed on a similar quantity of Gram only increased 3 pounds
. 14 Sheep yield more mutton when fed on Maize than on Gram.
3 lo Maize can be sold ab 50 Rupees per ton, and leave a handsome profit to the cultlvator
16. The large quantity of straw yxelded by a crop of Maize renders ‘this crop pa.rtxcula.rly )

yaluable in a country like this. .

: ea.nd but the better the soil, the better will be the crop.
R -.18." Maize for- feedmv-purposes is best given crushed and mixed with Lome other food

(Signed) ~ W. R. ROBERTSON, =~ "

" SYDAPET, |
Supemnt‘ndent Government Expenmental Farm.

‘2ndApr111840 e

SUBMITTED to Government : ‘
‘9. The Board would suggest that Mr. Robertson’$¥ valuable paper should be
.prmted and cuculated to Collectors, with spare copies for distribution, as also to .
‘ the'Remount Agent and the several Rajahs and more enlightened landholders who
-show an interest in the agricultural prospenty of the country The summary
. mlght be published in the District Gazettes. T »
‘ The Board consider that Mr. Robertson s very. full and mterestmv report..

.ﬁ is deservmg o\much pra.lse

?No.‘ 441».‘;-",;"_ -

B Miécellaneous. -

ORDER THEREO‘I 30th June 1870 No. 1, 009

©.. . Tre marglnally noted number of
"coples of Mr. Robertson s Report will’

" be struck off at the Government Press.

English. v e 4o - 2007

e - The summary only should be publlshe d
v Tamil co e T %ggg " in all the District Gazettes in the

"Telugu...” “~..
pugt. vernacular of the dlstnct

(True Extract. ) - ‘
(Swned) H. E. STOKES,
Under-Secretary to Government.

o To the Board of Revenue
, the Supermtendent Government Press.

' Exd. F. R Bantrexndn. . R .
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