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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Rcvenue” Department,
8th June 1869.

No. 172.  Read the following Endorsement of the Registrar of South Arcot,
dated Cuddalore, 12th April 1869, No. 16 :—

Read the following letter from the Acting Registrar-General of Assurances, Madras,

to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 1st
May 1869, No. 37 :—

In the Notification of the Government of India published in the Fori Saint
George Gazette of the 15th May 1868, page No. 1,154, it is laid down that from and
after the 1st of September 1868, red and black bi-color Stamps shall be exclusively
employed for documents enumerated in Schedule B. of Act XXVI. of 1867, and
that ¢ documents enumerated in Schedule A. of Act X. of 1862, other than those
“ for which adhesive Stamps have been prescribed, shall be on paper impressed with
“ g bi-color Stamp consisting of blueand black colors.””. With reference to this
Notification, the Registrar of South Arcot, whose communication is anncxed,
enquires, whether a document falling under Schedule A.and engrossed on paper
bearing, not a blue and black, but a red and black bi-color, or simply an embossed
Stamp, should or should not be admitted for registration.

2. Section IV, of Act X. of 1862 empowers the Governor-General of India in
Council to ¢ prescribe the form, size, and material of the Stamps to be used, and
¢ the mode and place of impressing, affixing or denoting thereupon, the value of the
“ same, etc., cte.” The Notification above referred to being based upon this pro-
vision of the Law, possesses of course the same legal force as the Act, and so far
Registering Officers would, I imagine, be justified in refusing to register documents
not bearing Stamps of the description prescribed by the Governor-Generalin Council.
Section XIV. of the Act, indecd, taken by itself, simply requires a Registering Officer
to seo that the document brought for. registration ¢ is upon a Stamp of a value not
¢t ]ess than that indicated to be proper for it” by Schedule A. ; but the question is
whether, taking the Act as a whole and construing one part by another, Registering
Officers are also bound to see that the Stampsare of the kinds enjoined by the
Governor-General. " If the Registrars are so bound, the Civil Courts must also,
under the same Section XIV., which applies to them as well, reject, as evidence,
documents not engrossed on paper bearing the prescribed distinction Stamp.

3. Trequest to be favored with an authoritative opinion on the point for the
guidance of this Department. What the reasons may have been which induced the
Government of India to require particular classes of documents to be inscribed on
paper impressed with Stamps of particular colors, I am notaware. It is not neces-
sary as s saferuard against forgery, as the red and black bi-color Stamp which
was introduced only lately in supersession of embossed Stamps is alone sufficient
to sccure this object. On the other hand, it is impossible that the people at large
can bocome all on a sudden acquainted with a requisition such as that now in
question, or that the Government can, at all times and under all circumstances,
ensre a sufficient quantity of Stamps of each description being kept for sale inall
loealities by Vendors who, under the present discount system. purchase their own
Stamps, and are therefore at liberty to buy such Stamps, in such quaniities and of
guch valuss a3 they pleace with reference to their own coitvenienze and means.
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not of the required color, I need scarcely say how mucl, unnecessary hardship and
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particular color to be borne on the Stamp.

If, therefore, the result of people not
tion is the exclusion from registratio
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& as worthless for purposes of evidence, instru-
ments duly exceuted and duly stamped as to value, it is at least necessary that

the rule should be brought into operation in such g way as to cause the least an-
noyance and involve the least possibility of loss to people.
can bo done only by giving sufficient time in the fir
rule known fur and wide by publication in the loe

means of notices posted at the Muusiff’s and other Courts and at the places where
Stamps are sold, and by ensuring, under proper al‘ran(rex;mnts b
be always practicable) an ample supply of St y
values being made available to the public a
also be advisable to recall and destroy,
still in the local Treasures, and with t]
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
8th June 1869.

ments under Schedule A. was received long after the above-mentioned date, and
in the event of your directing that documents under Schedule A., written on other

than black and blue color Stamps should not be registered, it is necessary to know
whether the order should have effect from 1st September 1868, or from the date

that the new Stamps were made available to the public. A supply of the old
Stamps without the bi-color is still in hand and documents under Schedule A., written

on these Stamps cannot, under any circumstances, be refused registration. Instruc-
tions are solicited on this point also.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) V.RAMIENGAR,
Acting Legistrar-General.

TrANSFERRED to the Revenue Department.

(Signed) H. E. STOKES,

21st May 1869. Acting Under-Secretary.

“No. 173. ORDER THEREON, 8th June 1869, No. 1,613.

UxpEr the provisions of Section 4
of the Stamp Act X. of 1862, (which
Stamps. : provides that the Governor-General in
Council shall prescribe the form, size,
material, etc., of Stamps to be used,) the documents enumerated in Schedule A.
of that Act, if not engrossed on the blue and black bi-colored Stamp paper
prescribed by the Government of India Financial Notification of the 29th APnI
1868, cannot, after the 1st September 1868, be legally received for registration
under Act XX. of 1866, or accepted by the Courts as evidence.

l Separate Revenue, No. 7,

2. The Acting Registrar-General reports that the prescribed bi-colored

Stamps were not made available to the public in this Presidency until after the

16th February last, and that he doubts whether ¢ these Stamps have yet reached

Vendors in remote localities.” The delay in the preparation of these Stamps has

. alrcady formed the subject of corr?s-

TolSGGog egrl:l egnt] J}f India, dé.mted 10th August pondence with the Government of.Inc}la,

From (}’over;lnx’er;-iz 'of India, dated 17th Decem- gnd a request was made that the penod

ber 1808, No. 3,560, for the adoption of the black and blue
Dbi-color Stamps might be postponed to the 1st January 1869.

3. The Government of India, in reply, expressed a hope that the introdu ctio.n
of the new Stamps would not be delayed beyond the latter date; but no new Noti-
fication appears to have been issued.

1

*4,” Under these circumstanccs, the Right Ilonorable the Governor in Council

) . - T . - -
resolves to request the Government of India to 1issue a ffesh Notification with
reference to that of the 29th April 1868, authorizing the use of the old Stamps as

~A

o,
\

\

L4

\i



A T

—— . — mesam o o L Lo - - v~ A
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! well as the black and blue bi-color Stamps in this
' September last and the 30th June next,

5. The Board of Revenue
: i * Vendor being supplied with the

.

will be directed to take me
new Stamps before that date,

(True Extract.)

(Signed) R. A,

Acting Secretary to Government.
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