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Proceedings of the Madras Gonernment, Revenue Department,

5th June 1869.

No. 132, Recad the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Public Works Department :—

Passing orders on the letter from the Superintend-
ing I'ngineer of the 2nd Division, furnishing the

regarding the Talook Cutcherry at Ongole, N

I(‘pOIt ealled for in G- 0., No. 1, 135, of 1803»’ (Ilere enter 3lst May 1869, No. 1 772)

lore sttrxct

No. 133. OrpER THEREON,-5th June 1869, No. 1,593.
Miscellaneous. ~ ORDERDD to be recorded
(True Extract. ) )
(Signed) H. WELLESLEY,
Acting Under-Secretary to Governmend.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
3lst May 1869,

No. 190. ' .I?ead'the following letter from the Superintending Engfneer, 2nd
Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,

dated camp at Puduwadah, 27th April 1869, No. 19 :—

L I HAVE the honour to report that, as desired in G. 0., No. 1,135, of 7th April,
1nspected the Ongole Talook Cutcherry on the 24th instant..

. 2 The floor was, in plan and estimate, entered as concrete plastered, and was
laid in accordance, it was washed once a week or seldomer, and very badly used
biy.people attending Catcherry, picking at it in their idleness; the marks are quite
vxsﬂ?le in the prison wards, while in the part occupied by the Police, (which
received fairer treatment,) itis perfect. owever I have nowish to défendthis style
of floor: it has been condemned in G. O., No. 2,881, of 9th September 1868. The
part occupied by the Cutcherry is already laid with flat bricks, and I have ordered
that the remainder of the building should be similarly floored, but I would
recommend that even there a good washing be occasionally given, as people will

pick at any loose pointing.

3. The roof leaked last August. I do not know why a flat roof should not be
expected to leak the first year ; I should be surprised if it did not, every inch of
timber in it is fresh, not to say green; for we are forbidden to keep any stock, and
cannot therefore scason our timber. 'The verandah alsoleaked in August, for very
much the same reason, atthe point where it joined the main roof. Itwas all
repaired before the Collector’s visit. There has been no rain for some months, and
the Talsildar informed me that he believed it was quite water-tight.

4. Two pillars at the angles of the building were cracked, probably by the
bressummers of unseasoned wood straining them. They were shored up when the
Collector saw them, not because they were dangerous but because they were to be
taken down and a through-stone cap put on, agreeably to estimate forwarded by
Mr. Sayce, and sanctioned by Colonel Winscom. One other pillar had a slight
plaster crack : there is nothing whatever visible any where else,

5. The gratings mentioned in paragraph 5 are according tothe plan, I have
as yet failed to discover who designed the building. I have ordered that the
entrance to the tower shall be bricked up with a small iron-barred gate to allow
access in case of defence from the loop-holes being needed. The cell spoken of in
the conclusion is entered in the plan asthe “ Police Inspector’s room;” it was not
intended as a cell, for the windows are only three feet from the floor.

6. Mr. Sayce, of whom the Collector writes in paragraph 7, bas literally had

nothing to do with the building.
Rupees 5,443 15 5 were expended by Mr. O’Connor.

5866 1 7 do. Hasler.

. o» 36 7 11 cost of locks and bolts, was paid by Mr. Sayce.

7. I know no rcason to suppose that Mr. Sayce would not have done his duty
properly to the Kanignerry Cutcherry; but I have already removed him from the
Range as reported in my No. 1 of 6th April 1869, approved by Government
in Order, No. 1,282, dated 7th April 1869. Iinspected the building on the 25th
January, and was surprised when I compared what I saw with the Collector’s

»

remarks.



P oceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Lepartment,
31st May 1869.

No. 191. URDER THEREOY, 31st May 1869, No. 1,77;3.
have reference to the
CIVIL WORKS, No. 124. Tnese papers ha

Talook Cutcherry constructed at Ongole
... ¢n an estimate of Rupees 11,334, sanc-
tioned in G. 0., No. 2,493, dated 28th August 1865.

2. The building was completed during the year 1866-67, and in a letter
dated 30th June 1867, No. 91, the Acting Sub-Collector reported that ¢ as fax" as 8&
unprofessional eye can judge” the;Cutcherry was “every thing that could be wished.
The Collector, however, having recently inspected the building, reported very
unfavourably of its state, and his letter having been referred to the Superintendx.ng
Engineer for such explanations as he might beable to offer after personally examin-

ing the Cutcherry, the second of the letters at the head of these Proceedings is
his report.

3. It appears that the Cutcherry, though built strictly in accordance with
specifications, has not been constructed with sufficiently seasoned timber, and has
been floored with the ordinary brick concrete covered simply with a coat of i:me
plaster. The consequence has been that the roof leaked, the shrinking of the tlfll'

“ber over the pillars has caused some of the tops of these to crack so far as to require

a flat stone to bo let in wnder the bressummers, and the flooring has been

broken up. The latter defect is being remedied by laying the whole of the floors
of the building with flat tiles,

Engineer to carry out such further re

pairs as may be necessary to ensure the build-
ing bein

g placed in all respects in good condition.
4. The Government are constrained to remark that the use of unsgasoned
timber in the construction of the buildin g under consideration and the consequent

failure of the roof and of two or more of the pillars supporting the verandah are
extremely discreditable to the executive a.

gencies employed, and the Superintending
Engineer will be warned to use the

greatest vigilance to prevent the recurrence of
such errors in the buildings in progress in his division,

(Trﬁe Extract.)
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Ny Colonel R. E.,

Seertary to Govcrnment,

To the Superintending Engineer, 2nd Division.
,» DBoard of Revenue,
,» Revenue Department.;

Exd. F. R. Bantieman.

and the Government will look to the Superintending-
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Talook Cutchorry at Ongole~Passing
orders on the letter from the “Superintend:
ing Engineer of the 2nd Division furnish-
ing the report called for in G. 0. No. 1,135

of 1869 regarding the Talook Cutcherry
8t Ongole, Nellore District,
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