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Pwoceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
5th June 1869.

but this they declined to do, and gave dcposmons to the effect that the channel repalrs should be
performed by parties on contract. The work is now accordmrrly per formcd and the ryots do not
supply the coolies required.
‘ (Signed) BELEG HERRY ROW,
- e Tahsildar.

(True Translation.)

(Signed) A. McC. WEBSTER, -
dcting Sub-Collector.

»
———— o

Excrosure No. 14,

From the Sub- Enrrlneer’ Caroor Range, to the Sub-Collector of Coimbatore, dated Errode, 23rd
November 1868, No. 121,

Iy answer to your Memorandum, No. 402, of 18th instant, I have the honor to inform you, with - .

reference to your request contained tlerein, that I consider that the only channel which has at
all benefited by the Nirganty systom is the Pallapolliem, on that I am certain that all the money

expended has been most judiciously laid oat ; bub as for the others I am sorry to state that not.
onc-fourth of what ought to have been done was done, as for those in the Dharapoorum Talook, I .

think it would be a step in the right direction, if the Nirganty was abolished af once, or else in a
very few years the channels would be so choked up, that not half the water required would be able
to be forced down, and the cry would then be ¢ ¥ e want our anicuts raised.”

2. I would respectfully beg to suggest, should the Nirganty system still be kept up, that
a Government Order should be sanctioned, that before any water should be let into the channels,
they should be inspected and check measured by either the Range Officer or the Overseer of the
talook, when if it was found correct, a certificate should be given to the Tahsildar ; it would be
very easy for the Channel Monigar to keep a Pit Register, which is one of the greatest checeks that
could be had against him and the Contractor westiug the money. I intend next year to place a
bench mark at every mile in each channel, and opposite each bench mark a rough stone in chunam
wall to be built right across the bottom of the channel, th° top of which will show the proper
level of bed of Lhannel thus so that it will Le per-

channel

feetly easy for any one to check the work.

'

Ix their Order of the 16th November 1865, No. 2,810, Government sanction-
cd the trial of a voluntary system of Nirgonty cessin the Sub-division of Coir-
Latore. :

9. The scheme then submitted invoived a total collection of'21,451 Rupees.

3. On further inquiry it appeared that the existing fees had becn commuted
at an unduly low rate, and a revised scale of rates, yiclding in the aggregate 37,409

as sanctioned in Government Order 26th September 1866, No. 2,592, as

Rupees, w

a temporary mcasure. -
" 4. The Collcctor now forwards a rc@Olt drawn up by the Sub-Collector on

the system. Mr, Webster descrves great eredit for his excellent report and the
trouble he has taken to acquire a thoxouﬂ‘h acquaintance with the practical working

" of the system.hic discusses,

5. The substitution of a cess for 1ab0r on the channels of the Sub: division of

Coimbatore, was believed to be generally - ~ceptable to the people. A voluntary

arrangement, which the law affords no means of enforcing or perpetuating, must,

to be succcssful, be carried out with careful regard to the Wlbhes and feelings of

”
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the subscribers, T‘heb establishments

both numerical] and 1 i
Lo o y 11 point of expen

the cess, but

M

naintaj i
qen‘can(lled.l have evidently been excessive,
se, an
- ; o the rato of cosy hag conscquently
rent rates are doubtlegs higher than

avy. The fees commuted
Payment in kind is Jegs felt

. . s b
The Board think the reductions which J the i andmore Rooepiable to them.

their desire should Lo fulfilled. -
6. As alrcady stated, the law g
of the cess, hut the Board hope that

Posed, and a’ judicious and e
v 18 collapse,

. .7. A copy of all the pPapers has Lo,
mission, and pending their report the Bch
tl}an that above advocated, | !

b
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8. The sanction of Government i
for a year, o

No. 199,

M, Webstor
An allowan
ple wish t],

Proposes are Judicious, and

oomboos, and where tlo pco > should ceriainly bo mado
ecessto be o {

n thga~ acreage,

oes not em orce
Power the enforcoment of payment

“1(\ 1 1
aeilintor, cznc.es'smns which Mr, Webster has pro-
< admimistration of the fund, will prevent
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(Signed) R, A. DALYELL,

’ Acling Seope {y |
r g Seerelary fo Government,

-  No. 2,955,
Proceepines or TuE Boaep or Revenur, dated 1st May 1869. ]
Read the following letter from A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting
) Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 21st December 1868, No. 335:—
Wirn reference tothe Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th July 1868, No. 5,087,

paragraph 4, I have the honor to forward the report* of the Acting Sub-Collector on the working
of the so-called voluntary cess for ordinary

* With thirteen enclosures (to be returned). L A )
irrigation repairs and channel establishment -

in the talooks of Oodoomalpettah, Caroor, and Dharapooram, the trial of which was, as a temporary
arrangement, sanctioned in the Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 16th November
1865, No. 2,810.

2. If we refer to the original letter of the Sub-Collector, Mr. Sullivan, who proposcd the
introduction of the measure which was rccommended on account of the success with which a
similar scheme had been worked in the Poogaloor channel in the Caroor Talook, it can scarcely
be said that the measure was a purely voluntary one. It had, indeed, the recommendation of the

Tahsildars of the talooks into which it was proposed to introduce it; but **the principal objection |

put forward’’ by the ryots consulted was, °* that it was contrary to Mamool:”" enclosure 1, para-
graph 3, Proceedings of Board of Revenue, 21st February 1865, No. 1,034, '

3. The chief difficulty in maintaining a new system of voluntary cess is apparent in the
want of means to enforce its collection from defaultors; whereas under the old systewm of customary
labor, itsexccution could be compelled by recourse to Act I. of 1858,

4. TFrom paragraph 45 of Mr. Webster’s letter it appears that the new system was attempted
to be supported by the issue of notices and attachment of property, which hLe has put a stop to;
My impression is that so soon ag it is found that no steps are taken to enforce collections, a general
refusal to pay will be the result; and the only plan will be to recur to the former system, until a
formal settlement of the gencral quéstion, as to the substitution for customary labor by an

Jirrigation cess, has been made, and a Legislative Act passed for the purpose.

5. With these general remarks I would beg to support Mr. Webster's proposal for reduction
of establishments and of estimates, to accordl respectively with actual requirements and ordinary
expenditure in such places as the people still consent to pay the cess, ‘I need not go into detail;
for it is most probable that on learning that the cess is not enforced any where, even those who
are not now against it will protest against its continuance, and the existence of even one dissident
i fatal to a voluntary system. 4 S '

6. Should in any case the people consent to fetain the new coss the levy of it should be
according to their wishes which scem to be that it sliould be levied on acreage, and not on

-

assessment. I
7. I may point out, as a considerable imperfection of the present system, that adverted to by

Mr. Webster, paragraphs 46 and 47, where although the ryots execute eooroomboos or sandbanks in

" the river-bed to divert the water into their channels at their own expense, they are nevertheless

charged with repair-cess on their cultivation.  The cooroomboo is as essential to channel irrigation
as an anicut, from which it only differs in being of a temporary character. The cooroomboo lands
are as highly assessed as those watered by anicuts which are maintained at Government cost; and
it seems reasonable that the expenses of the cooroomboos should be defrayed from the cess, or clse
that a deduction therefrom should be made in consideration of the labor employed on the same.
8. As a means of supporting a voluntary cess in any case, where the majority of the land-
owners are in favor of it, I would snggest the consideration of a plan similar to that in which
village schools are established. Say that the majority of the owners of land under any channel
wish to pay a cess instead of contributing labor for the work, or paying grain-fees for the

' establishment, an Act, legalising the collection of the requisite amount, might be passed. It is

obvious that no original voluntary scheme-can be worked in any other way.
9. At present it scems necessary to revert to the old system where the ryots object to the
new, and to discharge the servaunts for whom remuncration cannot be provided; and to allot a

1
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: . ) : to be paid by the
Jarger amount from Imperial Funds for the channel malntenance where the voluntary system docs Y clearing out and repairs of the channels, and thus determined the amount p y
not exist, or the former customary labor is insufficient. ' -

villagers both for establishment and maramut.
10- The Board, in their cbeervations on my Public Works Report, remarkell on the ! E 6. 1lis original estimate hasbeen greatly exceeded, as you will perceive from statement
‘ inadequacy of the Imperial grant, paragraph 5,

Procosdings, dated 21st October 1868, No. 7,552, ! ): No.4. The history of this increase is as follows:— .
, ’ ’ ! which was supplemented by voluntary cess to the . ‘ | I‘ ; 7. Before any final orders of Government were received in regard to the sanction of the
amount of Rupees 23,110, ‘

. | scheme proposed by Mr. Sullivan, disputes arose among the ryots of the villages under the Pulla-

11. A revision of the nunjah assessment carrics with it a provision for ordinary repairs, anil ! polliem channel regarding the payment of fees and furnishing coolics for the maramut work. As

till such revision be made, it would be desirable to increase the irrigation gramt, which, for this . : I[ Lbey wore amatls 1o somo 1 & caitoty audorstanding tntor tho o1d systons thoy sgreed fo the
district, is 45,000 Rapecs, or 53 lacs of nunjah revenue, This would doubtless suffice if all the ;
!
|

!
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e
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. . . introduction of the present cess, and offered to pay one Rupee per acre for lands irrigated by
works were in complete working order; but as this docs not seem to be the case, an increased esti- running water, and ten Annas per acre on those irrigated by means of pacotahs.
mate for repairs would be advisable,

[N

‘ ; 8. This rate was approved of by the Doard in their Proceedings of 7th December 1-865,
‘ . Excr 0;}; No. 1. | ‘ No. 7,809, and the Collec.tor was request_ed to :%scertain whether lfhe. rates :?I:,Zsiii 1;}; ;f‘:,l ri“ll“’an
From ‘A, McC. WEBSTER, Esq., Acting Sub-Colléetor, to the Collector of Coimhatore, dated ; for the other channels might not bo revised with roference to the ir;wrea ¢ -selline 2t Rupecs
Dalavoypatnam, 26th November 1868, No. 416. ) 9. Atthe time of Mr. McQuhae's letter of 3rd November 1865 paddy was'selling at Rupe
As requested in your letter, No. 306, of the 12th August last, I have the honor to report on - : 3 per kalam,
the working of the irrigation-cess gystem in the sub-div%sion. At the same time I will reply to |
your endorscments on petitions Nos. 524 and 1,024 from certain ryots against the continuance of ‘
the echeme.
2. The accompanying Statements Nos. 1, 2, and 3, show the entire collections and expendi- ’
ture in the sub-division for Fusly 1277, and column 9 of the statements shows the rate per acre K

B il e T

10. The Tabsildars were accordingly directed to send revised estimates both for maramut and
establishments if they considered an incrcase necessary, and to specify the rates that should bf{
levied in each village. '

These estimates were sent in, but the Tabsildars gave no reasons for the necessity of the

B U W

fnc i . i stablishment was largely increased by the addi-
charged in each village. You will perceive from statement No. 8A. that the average ratc per ’ ’ :ﬁf:e(f}séi;S;:ti?;L;nge?nfI;?:glzob?:aiitc}ﬁtecjfxf;bu:m?;n price of cgra,yin having been fixed at
acro is— . ' a higher rate, more funds were available; that, in fact, they first nscert.ained what a village should
RS, A Rl . : pay, and then organised an establishment to awallow up half the receipts, and left the rest for
In the Caroor Talook ........ e 1 6 5 . ," maramut. :
»» Dharapooram Talook ............ 1 4 9 . N ) (; 11. I have roferred to the prices of paddy for the last twenty years, as recorded in the
»» Oodoomalpettah Talook ., ...... 1 6 3 ; ‘ '[

Jummahbundy Reports, and find that the average price is nearly Rupees 1-12-0 per kalam.

The average expenditure, including establishment per mile of channel, ig— Paddy, however, is now selling at a higher price than in 1865, Lut it cannot be expected to
) » @ K

: RS. & P, ) : continue at the present high rate. . .
In the Carcor Talook ................ «~ 168 6 7 , ‘ | It now appears that the increased estimate, or at least that portion relating to maramut
Dh Talook 5 i 12. now app u
ve arapooram Talook .......... w159 2 9 :

too high in Caroor and Oodoomalpettah and too low in Dharapooram. We have only, however,
Tastoo Be ‘ the experience of one year to go upon. Sub-
Jjoined is a statement* showing the amount of
estimate and expenditure on maramut works for Fusly 1277. I may mention _thzmt the increased
expenditure on maramut in Dharapooram has been met from the surplus collections of the year:—

-------

3. The channels in the sub-division may be divided into two classes—aniey
channels.  Tho nature of tho former is apparent from the name. The latter
temporary dams (cooroomboo) constructed by the villagers with sand
of the stream when the water is low. They are ge
re-made. These channels are all situated in the Caroor Talook, . » and Lave to I?e

# See algo statements Nos. §, 6, and 7-
t and coorcomboo

e e e T L

N ‘ ! | Estimate, Expenditure.
4. Trom the correspondence noted below you will learn the hist i : i
o . ;

the systemi—r | } | ry of the introduction of ' | 'I | iy s, A

Misccllaneous Circular of the Board of Revenue, No. 95 and P i A | ‘ e AT A ‘ S
“ 3 . s T d . '

Revenue, dated 26th October 1863, No. 6,849, ' veetings of th? Board of ; 1 ' caro?r’t}?xc:s%11?11:;:;{[(1)%&1;;::}3?1;
Letter f.rom Mr, Sullivan, Sub-Collector, to Collector, dated 13th June 1864, No 167 : ) | , ' ﬁgt’ bei?ag fixed .. ... .| 7,385 2 8 '{,%i lg 1}; Excess ... 365 5 9
Procecdfngs of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st February 1865, No. 1,034, B Pugalur ... ... o a e 4789 4 10 5:744 0 G |Deficiency... 954 11 8
Procccdl.ngs of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th October 1865, No, 6,560 e : Dhgrapocirar;nmh 5783 G 7| 2,090 5 0 [Excess ... 1,68 1 7
procectings of Government, dated 16th November 1865, 3y, 4 810. | : Oodoomalpetfalh woe wee. . : :
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 7th 1) er 1865, N . v . . .

. s ccember 18G5 . ol ' . : 3 276 into all the nunjah villages of the sub-

Proceedings of Government, dated 26th September 1866, No, 2, .?{I)?.z 780, ' ﬁl .. 1 . Tho system was introduced in Fusly 127 - J "
5. T need only remark that the original intention v o o ! . division.

a i ) A
money of the Nirgunti establishment, S $oprovide a fund for the pagment in \

14. I cannot but think that the expenditure on establishments istoohigh. Statemens No. 8
from records received with the Collector’

ghows the number of persons at present entertained, and the uupuber .proposed by Mr. S;llhvanl;
You will perceive that Gumastahs and Peong have now I?een appomt?d in most case.s oneG or czzch
channel. It does not speak well for the present system 1.f we are obllg.ed to entcrt'am a ul;:as z}: ,
to keep the accounts, and e Peon to watch the tannikatties, when nothing of the kmd‘was thoug

necessary before,

selves. The commutation price
previous five years,

bhay : . . , '
. the average, Mr. Sullivan ascertained from the Tahsi] "8 been taken into. account in fixing 3

.,

U

M‘"""—,

P
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15.  Theaverage rate of ceoss per acre throughout the sy
of charging the rate peracre, if it were imposed per Rupee o

b-division is Rupees 1-5-10. Instead
f assessment, it would be as follows:—

Assessment - o
Talocks, Ayan and In:l)gl Demand on Average rate per
: Jlands liable to | 3¢COURt of the | Rupee of agsess-

irrigation coss, . oess. . Iment,

—_—
RS. A, p, |,

Caroor 96,326 11 9 Poe A B ES. 4. P
OLATAPOOKAT e | 71202 g 0| Bg1o0 1 o5 4
Ovdoomalpettab ... ... ... .. 40,633 13 10 6’978 2 8 8 g o
; 2 9
208266 9 7| 5730614 ¢ ST

16, Tor tho rate assessed ¢n the area a se
with the land assessment in the usual kists,
footing.

"17. The monoy thus collected forms a fund, out of which the Niveant;
channels cleared, petty repairs executed, and ¢ooroomboos const ‘t dn'b:mtl o
are also exeeuted out of this fund. The Department of Publi -me Xs
large repaivs to the channels, and keep the anieuts ip order,

ablishment is paid,

18, iclosure No. 9 shows the interior economy of a channel
up for the managewment of the Pullapolliem channe] and wer e
loctor’s letter, No, 18, dated 215t Junuaty 1863, ’
nceessary by the size of the different ost
They ure very clear and drawn up with
to custum,

These rules were drawn

¢ submitted to the Board with Col-

They are now, with sligl i
I r ) 20t modifications
allishmentg applied to al] the channels ip the sui) e

i : : division.
a vxeyv to ensuring an equal supply of water to all

according

19. Iwill now proceed to notic

¢ the complaints that 1 .
of the present system. ‘mve? be

2 made against the continuance

20. I thought it best, as written complaints are gen
to each talook and personally confer with th i
tour, and this must account for my delay in replying to your {

21, If the amount of opposition to the ces: i tyo e
?ttending in obedicnee to my ireotions, I should 8
in Dharapooram, and feeble in Oodoomalpettah,
who attended, not two per cent. were in favor of

ally vague

and inacourgt
¢ Iyots on the question, & to proceed

I have jugp completed my

ay that the opposition j
13 strong i Caroor, mj
- ’ m
Atthe same time ] must state, that of the pers;i::l

g the present gv
I will note hercafter. T i O eoent systom, exoopt .
after. In A » s CXCCPE In g i
the villages where objeetions were made, scarcely g 1 ome villages which
5 Man raised hig voj
voice

against the popular cry, w i W
pop ry. I there were any consideralle number of bersons wh
JOUS Who were in favor of

the present system, I can on]

) ¥ say that they did not :

approval of the present 8ystem must be at hegt but Iul:I;I\:xar ke their voiee heard and their
u rm, ) ‘ ’

J lerwige they will not
¢ prompt payment of coolics in future ' Thave Fsued orders to
»—~The fyots undep this chanpe] wisht-
of establishmen tg to be made,

illages, the landlord :
. o 43 t ) 1 P
the Tahsildar dirceting th 1aving

23, Nerog CHAKNNET

he prosent System to be continyed

er complained againgt

of cess rog]) the present System, and it

¥ required,
00 large, I myself
the work themselveg
eons, Qne Gumastah will,

8 ought to g all
oligh the p

.

[T

The pay at present given to the establishment is higher than Mr, Sullivan proposed.

The amount of cessab present collected is more than we require, even for the present
establishment. . The subjoined statement will show the reduction I propose to make in the expend-
iture:—

RS. A, P,

Amount of cessiur...inrren... Ceriereenees eerhbereiiny sreerern 2,872 0 4
Miscellaneous collectionS..vuserns eou..n..s heerrrre eerrrevesens 392 9 4
A ' ‘ Total . 3,264 9 8
Expenditure......... T Ceretrieereane vesessisrerinsernnreesenees 2,014 12 6

Remainder... 949 13 2
Reduction of Establishment.

%g:(ﬁl:;stah, I’{’s. 133} Per ANDUM...0uy sreeenrnsnses ve ceesreee 180 0 O
* Reduction of wages of remaining establishment JSrom present to Mr. Sullivan's proposed -
~ . rates,
" From - To Annual.
RS. A, P,  RS.  R6.
12 Tannikatties...... ...... 3 8 0 2 216

15C boo-men....c.... . 4 0 0 3 180
booréom 00-men ‘ 36 0 0

- Total.., 1,525 13 2
We have thus an excess collection of Rupces 1,500 odd a-year. :
By carrying out my proposal we shall be able to reduce the rates fifty per cent.

24, VaveuL coansen.—The people interested in this channel do not appear to have com-
plained. They wish, however, the rates to be reduced if possible. This being a comparatively
more expensive channel to keep up, I shall not be able to reduce the rates to such an extent as in
the preceding channel. Subjoined is a statement of the reductions calculated as above, which I
propose to make:—

¥

o RS. A. P,
Demand....coccovee vevrniirnreerenns on cerrrenees o ovrneminneennes 1,822 5 8
Miscellancous........... Crerertennens 416 7 11

N Total .. 223813 5
Expenditure..cee vvevevrirnennss on vaen wsseissnassianeseesenvesess 2,022 5 8

O c—— sttt} oot

Remainder... 216 7 9
Leduction of Establishment. -

Per mensem. Per gnnum.

BS. RS.
Out of Gumastah’s PaF..cererierrrees cerrennes 2 24
1 Peon...... e reesuErebarentevanitebenrennntranen . b 60 :
Zieduction of pay to Mr. Sullivan’s proposal.
From To - Per annum.
‘ RS, A. P, BES. RS.
‘ 8 Tannikatties..,... 3 8 0 2 144
10 Cooroomboo-men. 4 0 0 3 120
—— 268 0 0

——— e et

Total... 564 7 9
We shall then be able to reduce the rates twenty-five per cent., and have a margin of over
Rs. 100 for contingencics.

Enclosure No. 10. 25, The Caroor Tabsildar is, however,

strongly against the reduction of any part of the

establishment. A translation of his Arzee is forwarded for your perusal. The reductions I pro-

" pose may be too sweeping, but some reductions must be made, for the cess at present bears far too
B

0
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, hezfvily on the peopl_e. During the next J ummahbundy, if T am authorised to do so, I will, in con;s 1
tation with the Tahsﬂ'dﬁfr and villagers, make such reductions as I consider possiblé 1 v;ould h -
ever, reques? your opinion on the necessity for keeping up Peons ang Gumastahs f r each h’ 0“1'-
a8 In my opinion these men cause an untiecessary expenditure, or eeR chamnel

26. The Tahsildar further objects to the reduction of the pay of the

roomboo-men to the rate proposed by Mr, Sullivan, on the grounds that if such a reduct]
lon were

pay would have that effect
pay to the old rates, .

Amrkavat ¢ Channel,

27. Channels which the ryots wish to continue undep the present syst
em,

Porrarorrres.—This is an anicut channel, and pef
utes that ) -

aages IJaidt:Zktﬁiazztal{)rlli;mt:l:t: of the di - omBaring fho stat

. he different chanpelg th i} 5 o oyt of
fixed with reference to the collections, not the collections to th
Part of the present establishment is excessive and up y
channel ha.\:el presented a statement of the number of oo
pay. They state their willingness to contribute the am ot e
a-year. for clearing the channel, and promise to su
the anicut. They do not agree to have the rate ﬁxle)cll)
charged on the area of eacl: man’s holding,

® requirements, The Pay given to
sary. . The cultivators under this
{-eqlurec'l, and the amount of their
ount r(.zqun‘ed, and also to Pay Rapecs 1,200
ly coolics as formerly for emergent wor,k at
per Rupee of assessmcht, and :vish it to be

28. The establishment they propose is #s follows e

25 Tannikattics, at Rupees 3 Per mensgem o
3 Cooroomboo-men, s 3 do e 900
; Gomatal, v do. reiireienen.,. 108 -
1 Nirat - d0. S, 84
L | _ d0' ererennnn., .60 ’
Maramut............. e, ‘ . o
teetranian,, “ee80iiau,,.,, l
| 20
29. The present eatablishm .

ent costs Rupées 1,830 ¢ :
was less last year, ag owing to the supply of water pa:rtizull; el‘f af?'num.h
aling the

establishment we, s ¢ v & . o
would have COSteR\l’J pzzpfr;;gy d;pensed w.xth. Under My, Sullivan’s Services of several of the
amplo, and f’%he ot R’u . : he es.stabhshment new Proposed by thep:OI)osal the establishment
channcl which is now in gocf)rf :‘défoo 13 estimated to be suffigiaps for th: :ﬁsnam;eaxl's to me to be
. . R ual ¢ ine
to recommend, the rate would be reg vl Oft ht‘he ryots is accepteq which Z:fllrl;: ‘I)[fli]e
OF thurty per cent, ’ g

Anicut Chanpel,

rs of Pullapolliem th
ese
clonly irrigatos 974 acresryots have proposed 5

Actually ¢he expenditure

If the Proposa,
uced a littlg ¢

Nangah Kalakurcl,;

30. Like the cultivato

establishment, Thig ¢} .
o assessed at Rupeeg | :‘gcrluctmn of the present
0

tannikatties and coo-

N P
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lishment proposed by the villagers, which would allow of a reduction of more than fifty per cent. in
the rate, is ag followg:— :

RS.

2 Tannikatties, at Rupees 3 per mensem........ vt 72
Share of Gumastah with Chinna Dbarapooram, at Rupees 2 per mensem. 24
Maramut........... e heratau et b b arena s tan e ree b erenarraas cereerearann, 150
Total.....ccorernnnn 246

31, Cainya DesrspooraM.—This is another anicut channel. The villagers wish the esti-
mate of expenditure reduced from Rupees 1,541-2-6 to Rupees 870 per annum. .
Their proposition is fair, practicable, and I think, should be accepted, and if so, the rate would

/.'be lowered nearly fifty per cent.

32. Tor comparison I subjoin a statement showing the present expenditure and establish-
ment with that proposed by the ryots under these three channels:—

g PRESENT EXPEXDITURE. PRroPOSED EXPENDITUEE.
o ‘

OE ish P Mara
& Establish- Establish- er -

g ment, Pler annum, Maramut. Total. ment.  lannum.| mut. Total.
4

ES. A. P.| RS. A, PJ RS, A. P. Bs.| Rs, ES.
1 Gumastah..! 143 0 O] ......... | .... eseee | 1 Gumastah.. 84 ...

g 1 Nirani. ... 2 0 0 ... cerereaen 1 Nirani. ... 60 ...

.2 | 2 Peons...... ) S I ¢ Y » 11 Peons...... 60} ... re

= | 3 Cooroomboo 3 Cooroombo

=] men .. 100 011} ....... creneans men ...} 108 ... vee

= 132 Tannikat- . ‘ 25 Tannikat-

& ties .| 92114 2| ... N tics ...... 900 .. | .

1,380 15 1|1,982 4 2|{3,363 3 3 1,212 1,200; 2,412
1 Gumastah..} 83 0 0 ........ O 1 Gumastah. 60| ...

' 1 Nirani. ... 58 0 0Of ......... P T,
£ .| 2 Peons... ... 115 11 10| ......... NSNS IR
= 81 3 Cooroomboo i .

RE Tmen .| 981411 e | L T
2 ikat- : annikat-
E"“m tonokat | eas 13 5 e ties...... 360 ... | ..
(&)
591 8 2 791 3 G[1,382 11 8 4201 450 870
1 Gumastah..] 60 0 O ....... . csereraes | % Gumastah, 24 ...

. | 1Nirani, ...l 60 0 0 e A IR e oo
= | 1Peon.. ... 5912 0 ... e |
4 =1 2 Cooroomboo,

2807 mem .| 561211 ... R - S [T
L8100 Tannikat- ‘ 2 Tannikat-

ged] “ . - M 4

z;s ties 49 0 0 weevanr | covereens tics... ... 72 .. ..
T 935 811 271119 557 4 & 96| 150|246

33. The Tahsildar, in his Arzee above alluded to, objects to the reduction of eny part of th

* establishment in these channels. As the contributions are voluntary we must, in a great measure, be

guided by the wishes of the people, that is, if we desire to keep the channels under our management,
Tt appears to me that no good grounds have been shown for retaining the present high rate of cess,
and I would beg to suggest that the scheme proposed by the villagers be tried for at least one year.

" If it is found not to answer the channels should be given up to the villagers with the exception of

that at Pullapolliem, the management of which it is advisable to retain. Should the proposal of



the ryots for the management of the latter channel be found inadequate,.pa,rb of the increased cost
should be borne hy Government,

34. Channclsin which the villagers wish the present gystem to be abolished.

Trruuavarioe.—This channel irrigates the nunjah lands of four villages, The inhabit-
ants of Appipolliem, the first village on the channel, wish the present system t: be continued, but
the rates to be lowered. The ryots of the other villages offer to supply men to perform the 1’1sua.l
maramut work, and to pay sosantrum to a nirani. They will also pay a Gumastah and Peon if
necessary; but they want the present system of a cess abolished.

I do not see what real difference there is betwe

— | en this proposal x
and I have, therefore, classed these villagers among th roh ot e ey,

0se who wish the present cess system to be
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they receive a ¢ Padi” for any private work performed by them for the land-lords. The *Padi”
or batta varies in different villages. The land-lords now complain that whereas formerly the Pullars
did all the maramut work for a part of the warum, and they (the land-lords) bad only to pay for the
establishment, which they did in grain; the Pullars now receive the same amount of warum, and
they have to pay a cess for the maramut work in addition.

42. 1 do not take the land-lords’ view that the Pullars get one-tenth of the crop for working
on the channels. Thisis manifesily improbable, What I believe to be the case is, that the Pullars
formerly cultivated the land on warum, and agreed to keep the channels in order, and that now the
channels having been taken under Circar management, that part of their duties has ccased, and the
land-lords have to pay a cess for the performance of work that formerly was part of the Pallar's
tenure of the land. . ‘ , .

43. As I thought it would be as well to ascertain what the Pullars themselves had to say on

‘the matter, I sent for those at Caroor, and in answer to my question as to which system they pre-
ferred, they at once said ** the old.” ‘ :

The fact is, that these Pullars are such a very degraded class, and so entirely subservient to
their Jand-lords, that what was the latter’s pleasure was their law. Another reason for their, to me
unexpected answer may be that natives are averse to changes, that the system under which they
aud their forefathers have lived in contentment must be far preferable to one of the result of
which they know nothing and care less.

44, This objection of the ryots resolves itself into the question asto whether the land-lord or
the tenant should kecp the channels in order. As we only recognise the land-lord, we must, I think,
look to him for the due performance of this work, and he must make his own arrangements with
his tenants. Thereis, however, no doubt that he is put to considerable extra expeuse by the present
system, and has therefore good grounds for complaint,

" 45.  Another objection has been incidentally mentioned both by the ryots in person and in the
petitions, the strictness with which the cess is collected. If the instalment of cess falls into arrears,
interest is at once charged. Although no coercive process can legally be resorted to in the collec-
tion of this voluntary ccss, in some cases arrcars have been collected by the attachment of the
defaulter’s property. I have stopped this practice, and am informed that the present system must
in consequence fall to the ground. I am afraid moreover that even where paymentshre not enforced
they are not made so entircly with the good-will of the payee as would be desirable. That, in fact,
moral pressure is used to a great extent, and this must be the case when we have a cess without
any legal mode of collecting it.

46. As in my opinion bearing on the present question I will again notice that class of irri-
gation works known as cooroomboos. These dams have to be constructed by the villagers themselves
often at great trouble. It requires constant watching and labor to keep them in working order,

" While the only irrigation work constructed by Government is the channcl, the lands under these

cooroomboos are in reality assessed at a slightly higher average rate than lands under anicut channels.

47, Seeing, thercfore, that the ryots themselves actually perform most of the work necessary
to obtaining water for their lands, or what amounts to the same thing, pay a cess for that purpose.
I would beg to request your especial consideration whether Government should not defray either the
entire cost of the cooroomboos and their channels, or at least a moiety, leaving the usual emergent
work to be performed by the villagers.

"48. Another cause for the opposition to the present system is, I think, the objection of natives
generally to cesses of any kind. As far as my expericnce goes they would far rather pay a lump
sum down, and have done with the matter, than have the yearly payment of a cess hanging over
their heads.

49. 1 have now, I think, noticed all the points calling for any remark in the Nirganti system

of the Caroor Talook. It only remains for me to suggest what should be done:—
(1.) Inthose channels in which the parties interested wish the present system to be
continued, a great reduction of establishments should be made, and the estimate for maramut
work should be based on the actual expenditure, If it is found that an unexpected increase of

C
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55. Mr, Sullivan's estimato provided for what was then considered a sufficient number of -

" hands on the establishment, and for the annual repairs to the channels. As stated in para-

graph 10, this estimate was inereased, but no reason appears to have been given by the Tahsildars
for the necessity of the extra officials on the establishment.

56. You will perceive from statement No. 4 the différence in the two estimates. It will
suffice here if I give a short abstract of the result:—

Mer. Suilivan’s Mr. McQuhae's :
estimate. estimate, Present expenditure.
£ l 3 4
< < [+3 -
g . g . g8 . b
= 8 . = ) = .
21 s 41231122} & 3
k] = ) % = k=) k7 < 1)
&) = &= ~ = 3] & = B
‘ RS. RS. | ES. RS. '| RS. RS. RS. RS. RS.
Dharapooram ......c..oeee.. 1,542 | 8,575 | 5,117 | 5,454 | 4,789 110,243/ 2,970 57441 8,714
Oodoomalpeitah ............ 1,416 ( 1,950 { 5,566 3,192 3,783 6,975, 2,848 | 2090 4,947
Total...] 2,058 | 5,525 | 8,483 | 8,646 | 8,572 17,218} 5,818 | 7,843 | 13,651

that for maramut. The

The estimate for establishment, you will perceive, is mare than
owing to the noo-enter-

actual expenditure, however, is considerably less than the estimate,
tainment of cooroomboo-men

57. Statement No. 8 will shew you the number of extra hands employed under the revised

estimate.
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- and will affix his signature to it.

‘when extra labor is required for the chaunels,

‘following scale, and will sce that they go to work. A caray shall consist of sixteen cawnics, Each '

“* Chitta.” T
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Excrosvrs No. 11,
RoLes POR TAE MANAGEMENT oF THE PALLAPOLLIEM CHANNEL,
Foz the present the following permanent establishment will be entertained monthly:—
1 Gumastah on Rupees 12,
1 Nirani.
2 Peons.
3 Cooroomboo-men.
. 32 Tannikatties.
2. The nirani and cooroomboo-men are to take charge of the channel from the anicut to the
place where irrigation commences; closing up any breaches that may occur, and eausing the Tah-
sildar to be informed whenever extra labor is necessary to bring a suflicient quantity of water

from the Amravati. .
3. Every day the nirani will write down upon a stamped cadjan, issued from the Talook Cut-

- T -

R

cherry, the depth of water in feet and inches at the place where irrigation commences, The Peon

stationed at this place will sign this cadjan and carry it to the Pcon stationed at the boundary of
Andancovil who will carry it in the evening to the Tahsildar. If the Peon be absent, the nirani
will cause the cadjan to be sent to the Tahsildar reporting the absence of the Peon.

4. Between seasons of cultivation the nirani will superintend the tannikatties and other
laborers employed in clearing out and repairing the channel.

Durirs or Proxs.

5. The Peon stationed at Pallapolliem will receive the cadjan from the nirani every morning,
He will then pass along the channel-bank, seeing that the tan-
nikatties are at work, and will dcliver to the Peon at the boundary of Audancovil the same depth |
of water as hereceived from the nirani, taking his receipt for the same in the cadjan. The Peon
at Andancovil boundary will pass along his portion of the channel, secing that the tannikatties are

_at work, and will deliver the cadjan at the Talook Cutcherry in the evening.

6. The Peons will remain always on the channcl. They will warn the cultivation Monigars -
If any ryot opens or alters sluices, or interferes in '

any way with the distribution of water, the Pcon will report the circumstance to the Tahsildar with -

full particulars.

Durizs oF TANNIRATIIES. .
7. The tannikatties will distribute the water according to custom, and will report to the Peons
any ryot who opens, alters, or in any way interferes with a sluice. When water is scarce they will .
strictly obey the Tahs'ldar’s orders regarding its distribution. Between the cultivating seasons they .
will be employed in clearing out and repairing the channel.
Doties of CuLrivarioNn Moxigars.

8. The Monigars on being warned that labor is required, will supply coolics according to the "

caray is bound to supply two coolies during the clearing of the main channel, and one cooly at other -
times when required. The land irrigated by pacottas not being divided ipto carays, each pacotta :
shall supply one cooly when required. The Monigar will keep an account of the number of coolies
furnished, ard will seo that they are paid by the Gumastah, affixing their signatures to his pay

9. In case of breaches or other emecrgencies the Monigars will supply labor, at once calling -
upon the Monigars of other villages for assistance, if necessary, under the provisions of Scctions 1
and 5 of Act L. of 1858, :

Duries oF GUMASTAR, )

10. The Gumastah will take charge of all correspondence, and keep all accounts connected
with the channel fund. He will pay the permanent cstablishment and all other persons employed ~
on the channel in the presence of the Monigars. He should inspect the whole channel as often as .

possible, and report upon it to the Tahsildar.’



‘ GevERaL Rrigs,

11, The surplus channel of Visvanathapuri and Audancovil will be repaired and cleared
annually out of the channel fund. With this exception all branch channels must be clearéd out and
repaired by the ryots at their own expense. ‘

12.  Uatil channel sluices are built of brick-in-chunam, the ryots shall make turf sluices of a
size and shape to be preseribed by the Tahsildar.

13.  On both sides of the channel a space of six yards shall be left for the passage of men
horses, ete, . ‘ ° !

14, The owners of any caray failing to supply the customary amount of laber shall be liable
to pay a sum equal to double the value of the labor they are bound to supply

15. W.hen there is an insuficient supply of water in the chamie], the Tahsildar will cause the
fields to be irrigated in time, and will arrange for the distribution of the water as equit 1;1
possible. ~ Any ryot complaining of shavy must go himself and make his complaint to t;ql';‘l‘ ; 'lyl iy

16, The water-cess will be collected in three instalments by the Iyen Monjx ? e
manuner a8 land revenue. ‘ y wigar in the same

17. No changes in the mode of manégement ar o .
Sub-Collector. ® o be intraduced ‘“”th"“t the sanction of the

i ; f o~ . ' ' 1. 'd
(,\RH( 1 c)](rned ‘V \l(y l I] 4 l“
14lb ~Novem . ( ) Q 14 b b'C seclor.
'V g bcl I8(),| J&Ctln"' ‘u 01 t r

Y, ‘ (True Copy.) ‘
(Signed) A, McC. WEBSTER,
Acting Sub-Collector.

T,an:;z . . ] Efvcl.osunm No 12
ation of the Caroor Taksildar's Urace, No. 383 of 14th Noy
I rrcerven Order No. 292 of 4th instant, ¢ , oember18Gs.
subject of reducing the Nirganti establishment, ar’xd
1t is stated in the Order that the services
chanuel may be dispensed with, and that the pay of
’all be satisfactorily carried on if cither part of the ¢
pay reduced. The amount first estimated for the es

alling on me to submit my suggestions on the
the pay of the officials, -

of some of the establishment on the Nirur
some others reduced. The work could not at
stablishment were done away with, or their
tablishment of the channel was Rupees 1,524
?nd that for maramut, Rupees 1,710, * m;kiné
In all Rupees 8,234, Though the maramut
ted to only Rupecs 780, yet as this is a channel
shed away by freshes, and as when the water is
have to be constructed at a greater distance from

* Wrong, only Bupcoes 1.387.6-0,

expenditure of the channcl for Fusly 1277 amoun
i‘rom' the Cauvery, as its mud banks are often wa
oW in the river, the cooroomboos (manal voykal)

twice in the year, the maramut works of the ch
The present pay of the tannikatties and coorog
they will procure persons to serve as tannikatti
sent rates. It appears that in so say
their low wages, as they used to do u
anything from the ryots, they will
and care little for the due performa,

anncl will genera]l

:;b::(—in;gn cannot be reduced. The villagers say that
ing, they intend toroomboo_mm} on wages lower than the pre-
nder the former otpay the officials some grain in addition to
by all meang endy em. Accordingly, if these sepvants receive
nce of theis o eavour t? gain the goad-wil] of the ryots,
numerous complaints. Under thege circamst espective dutics, Thig course will give‘rise to
cooroomboo-men should not be reduged \nees, therefore, the progent pay of the tannikatties and
the other on a low level, whence the ' Tl}cre are two channels for this villaye: me .txes an
‘ necessity for the sepvices of two Peon: ei'noii ?n athl%ht, Tllxd
> aer to e a

villa«re have b} fau‘ sup ly ’]‘h

) o P Of Wat(}l‘. e servi e Of.l] f

dlspenscd With. 8 l‘VlQ 3 one o the establishment therefore could be
2 »

The income headed misc

, cllaneous i .
grass, and fines paid by ryotg £y e of two Stems—namaly the sale proceeds of nanul

iling to supply coolies,

¥ require a heavy expenditure. -

This income is uncertain, The Nirganti-

et pome

- e g e

e e 4

* kattics and cooroomboo-men are dispensed with for tw

<

cess of the village amounts to Rupees 2,872, Estimating Rupces 1,000 out of this, and any incom ¢
under the head Miscellaneous, for the maramut repairs of the channel, and Rupees 1,524 for the
establishment, Rupees 348 may, in my opinion, be reduced from the whole amount of the present
cess. . : ‘ ‘
For similar reasons the pay of tannikatties and ¢ooroomboo-men in the establishment of the
Vangal channel cannot be reduced. The services of the Peon is indispensably necessary for having
every work properly done. The demand on account of the cess of this channel is Rupees 1,822,
excluding income under the head ¢ Miscellaneous™ which is uncertain. The expenditure on
account of the establishment and maramut for Fusly 1277 has been Ruapees 2,022, which sum exceeds
the coss realised. As the constructing of the manul voykal often becomes necessary in the
dry season, the cess now co'lected is itself in sufhcient to cover the necessary expenditure of the
channel, and so noe reduction can be made in the present rates of the cess.

In each of the above two channels, breaches have to be closed in the head of the channels
when there are freshes in the Cauvery; and manul voylals have to be constructed when the water
is low in the river. The main channels also have to be cleared. For the purpose of superintend-
ing these works, of keeping the channel accounts, and of disbursing to the coolies their wages, it
becomes necessary to appoint Gumastahs one for each channel. The scrvices of one Gumastah
for both the channels woull not do; and their pay, too, should not be reduced.

Inregard to the Pullapolliem channel, reduction of part of the establishment and reduc-
tion of pay of some scrvants are suggested in the statement that accompanied the. ITuzoor Order
under reply. The villagers have also deposed to that effect; but neither cana part of the establish-
ment be dispensed with, nor can the pay of some servants be reduced for the above reasons. A
fair supply of water could not morcover be provided if the reduction suggested be made. The
nirani has to be maintained for performing the anicut works and for turning the course of water
into the channel. The receipts on account of this channcl under the miscellaneous head are very low,

" Of the entire demand of cess of Rupees 3,552 on account of the channel; Rupecs 1,830 being

required for the establishment, and Rupees 1,000:" being the amount deemed sufficient for all
maramut works, making in all Rupees 2,830 a

# The willagers now agree to give Rupces 1,200 for  peqyetion of Rupees 722 may be made in the
maramut o - A.McC. W. demand of the cess. The services of the tanni-
o or three months in the year, when there is

no water in the river; the amount of stoppages of their salarics for those months, and the receipts
on account of the channel under the Lead miscellancous, added to the 1,000 Rupees above alluded
to, will, it isdcemed, suffice for the clearing of the main and surplus channels, for closing b‘reacho.es
and other maramut repairs. And so Rupees 1,000 out of the demand would be enough for
maramut. ) : T
4 Chinna I)lzara;‘)oo;'am Channel.—No part of the establishment coul.d be dispensed with,
nor their pay reduced. The entire collections amou‘nt to Rupees 1,604, Of this Rupees 600 being
required for the clearing of the channel, for ?losxng brea:che? and other maramut repairs, and
Raupecs 750 for the establishment, the expenditure amounting in all to Rupees 1,350; the sum of
Rupees 254 may be reduced from the entire demand,
Nanja Kalakurchi Channel.—N either the establishment nor their pay could be reduced.
They should continue in their present pay. The pay of the establishment, ag it stands at present,
is Rupees 312, and the sanctioned maramut expenditure Rupees 250, T amounting in all to Rupees
562. DBut the entire demand is only Rupees 537.
- This excess of expenditure over reccipts is made
up by sums realised under the miscellaneous head of receipts. As the present collection itself falls
short of the expenditure, no reduction can be made in the present rates of the cess.
"For both the above channels the services of niranis and cooroomboo-men for turning the course
of water into the channels, and the services of Peons for a due distribution of the supply, are
absolutely necessary. In the statement furnished by the ryots of these villages it is stated that

+ Wrong, sanctioned Rupees 175.2-3.

they will bave the works performed by coolies employed by them. --This could never be done.



?Vhen the water is low in the river its course has to be turnsd jnto the cl;annel by maki li

in tho sandy bed of the chanael. At other times when there are freshes in thy mf” " oo
have to be closed. This cannot be effocted by the villagers according to an o !'l‘el" i
among 'themselves. This would give rise to deficiency of water in ttk'xe ch'u;sr Plr“'&t; o mnmorons
compla.m'ts. The villagers have made their proposal simply to have the r:'xt . n jim dto n}}mem“’
sons ascribed for the employment of separate Gumastahs for the Nirur and V::grai :}f:n;ld: :;u:;?):

W nn l . Ih 3 mas b

o thRa,il;cr tha: redu;ing the establishment or their pay in respect of the above three channels
ader the Amravati, and thus giving rise to numerou i

o : : z ¢ erous complaints for deficiency of
water, 1It fxsha.dvxsable to give over the channels to the management of the villa"eryso Hhe ey of
. ,.,.(:ue ::iurr?x;t prices of thedifferent kinds of grain full the pay of the ch:nnél establishments
th; yvm.,;er Sceﬂ; ]1 , Ol tl?.e other hand, their pay be now reduced, and the servants be appointed b

agers, the latter will then have to pay some grain in addition to the low wages. T} :

o 1€80
Circar, and} the consequence will he deficiency of the supply and endl
-the ryots. "I enclose herein five memoranda prepared by me onthe sisl?'
Tyots ofIPullapolhcm, and two lists that accompanied the [Tuzeor Orderjund 1
o bvo er reply, -

- nftl‘xe ITuzoor Order it is stated that the distribution of wages to cooli o emo] i
Tepaxrs o f;ne Pugalur channel is delayed.  Ihave directed the Gumastah " el'nployed n the
in uture withont, delag. mastah to distribute the wages

The three above channels under the C '

. auvery and the Pullapollie

}\}mravat} have been brought under Government management, ow;nopto th!:rchannel und'er t_he
oh water in them, and‘ to repe;atod complaints on the part of the villa:crs Thepeamd .dCﬁCICD(:leS
channels unr]ex: the villagers’ management will again give room ¢ tlo d' e TP of these
endless complaints, e eﬁclency of water and to
The remaining channels under the Awravati may |
]

the management of the villagers, without Inconvenience, be placed under

(Signcd)‘ M. R. VENKATRAMAN IAIT
Talsildar,

—

In the IIuzoor Order it is stated that no Guma;%tah a
channel according to Mr Sullivan’s proposal, The ;:h b
ment of the villagers, it has been deemed that the r
that the channel has been brought under Cirear man
channel affairs, that the services of the Gumastahs

Jcons were ﬁrovided for the Nirur
annel having then been under the manage-
est of the establishment wil] suffice, Nbow
agement, 1 see. from my own knowledge of the
! and Peons are indispensably Necessary,

' (Signed) M. 1 VENKATRAMANIAH

. Tahsildar.
(True Translation.) o

(Signed) A. McC. WEBSTER,
, Actipg Sub-Collector,

) Excrosurz No. 13.

Translation of a Memorandum Jrom the Dharapooram‘ Tahsilda
The evils of the old system contrasted with the advantages of the i
At the time of clearing the chaunels the wealthier ryots theuIyan andneN‘T.
never used to ?upply the {)roportionate number of coolies due ’from their’ boldi .
fines imposed for such default ever collected, owing to the partiality of the villa;eg S

they were strictly levied from poore :
gainers. poorer ryots. Under this system the wealthier

, IOT Were the
servants, while
ryols were the

ani Monigars,

o it o ap—a &

- -
T ke e

~

T e,

e

SRV Y

-

2. When breaches occurred in the Calingulahs and anicuts, rich ryots with a show of justice
and impartiality sent their proper number of coolies, and thereby induced the poor ryots to supply
their coolies, but when the coolies were collected those sent by the rich people went away to
their usual work, and all the maramut work was performed by coolies supplied by the poorer ryots.

3. On certain occasions it was usual to collect from each ryot one or fwo coolies cach but
only to make such as were supplicd by the poorer ryots work, and thus save the labor of the rest.

4. DBreaches were seldom closed immediately.

5. Asthe Monigars were joined with the richer ryots in perpetrating these }rreg.ularitics,

they never brought them to the notice of the authorities. The poorer ryots, of course, were

afraid to prefer complaints, and even if they did prefer them, they could with difficulty be proved.

6. When the supply of water in the channal decreased, the wealthicr and more talkative

ryots used to take all the water to their own fields, while no supply whatever was allowed to the
. . i ) T

fields of the poorer and ignorant, ryots. a :
7. As the channel establishments were p;id by the ryots themsclves, the Taunikattics and
others of the establishment gave themsclves no concern about watering the fields of the poorer
ryots; but were particularly careful to sce that the fields of the wealthier and the more inflaential
ryots who gave them more grain wer¢ properly irrigated. ‘
8.. Under ths old systcm, the poorer ryots had to bear with patience the unfair dealings of
the Monigars and abler classes, and had to obtain their supply of water only after preferring com-
plaints in the talook. o
9. Under the present arrangement the servantsfof the Nirganti establishments distribute
the supply to all partics alike even when water is low in the channcls. )
10. The villagers of Colinjivadi, Virachimangalam, Nilambur, Nunjah Talayur, and
Sundakoypolliem under the present system, supply their own coolies proportionately to their
holdings, for clearing channels and closing breaches and for repairs of the calingulabs. - The
coolies pay. the wages received from the Circar to their respective masters, and therefore the
latter are not put to loss by the mew system. The villagers of Dharapuram, Alanghiam, and
Dalavoypatnam, having stated their reluctance to furnish coolies, the channel repairs are performed

i
t

by coslies hired by Government for that purposc.
11. Those who have a considerable extent of nunjah lands have, under the present arrange-
and with a view that they may be relieved from the

-introduction of the old system. The other ryots

afraid of the consequences that may result in case of their opposing the.richer ryots.x, ignorantly
concur with them in their proposal. The ryots are t-mable to state their reasons either for the
abolition of the present systcm, or for the re-introduction of the former.

and all Monigars being equally taxed on account of the present
arities or injustice being practised by any one. -
hese days of scarcity the present Nirganty cess
It is then that the rates of the cess

ment, to pay a considerable amount of cess,
payment of such large sums, they request the re

12. All ryots, rich and poor, :
Nirganty cess, there is no room for any n-mg,rul
13. As grains sell for high prices during t

is not heavy; but will press heavily when the prices fall.

must be somewhat reduced.

14. Under the old system, the gilt taken out from the channel was generally thrown on the

inside slope of the channel bank, and when rain fell was washed back into tho bed of the channel.
) 15. TUnder the present system the mud dug from the bed of the channel is taken in baskets
and thrown on the outside of the channel banks, so this mud does not fill the phanucl and impede

the flow of water.

16. The Monigars were,
breaches and calingulahs, etc., which
coolies. Such fines have not been levie

17. The present system was introduced
year, and the affairs are now being regularly conducted.

under the old system, oftén fined for delay caused in closing
delay was owing to neglect on the part of ryots to furnish
d since the introduction of the present system*

on account of repeated complaints from ryots every
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b 3 ; T = : y \ il h ommend their being sanctioned.
; . so licious, and they recor 4 <t be on the
: 'y . which Mr. Webster proposes are ju - hero the people wish the cess to be on
he three villarng of Dharapuram, Alanghiam, ang Dalavoypatnam, say that . - i - : Corumboos, and whero the peop
theh:J i;)oli'l:erzz:\ieo?rim thcetz :a:i; Sf?)r the whole year without having any vz'ork to do during - ) 59’ - (77 ance ghoul;} ?Cl‘ial?lz :;fo:l]:lldbeef;zht'illllid f t of the cess, but
furni i i ' irg’ 4o ‘ : , their desir . ayment o 3,
three months, They were asked to furnish coolies during those thre_e months for channel repairs ; ! . ﬂ dcreab:ge \s alrealy stated the law does not empower the enforcement of p ym dicious and conci-
but this they declined to do, and gave depositions to the cffect that the channel repairs should be ! : . } B'. dx IE; that the concecsions whish Mr. Webstor has proposed, and a ju
: i i ingly performed, and the ryots do not - N . ‘the Board hope b § i ) Janse. ‘
e folrmid b f’artles o C;ntra“' Hhe worlcis now rocordingly porforme ’ ’ - i . ; ©  liatory administration of the fund, will pre;cnt 1t; C;lt :rthe Pablic Works Commission, and pend®
reaures : . } _— rwarded
supply the coolies requi (Signed) BELEG IIERRY ROW, , { oy * 7. A copy of all the papers has b;ae'n (; e o g b ented,
Tahsildar, % . ¢ ipg their report the Board would not advise any
. (True Translation.) )

, / - L‘ {True Copies and Extract.)
Acting Sub-Collector, C

- | = | 7
_ ; IR o ,
. o Incrosuri No. 14, ' .
From G. 8. WIFFEN, Esq.. Sub-Engi .

- - Actix{g éccfcta.r‘y.
T a
neer, Caroor Range, to the Sub-Collector of Coimbatore, : i | .
dated Errode, 23rd N ovember 1868, No. 121. ; :

’ -
. : ¢ /ith ni losures.
T tl;e Acting Sceretary to Government, Revenue Department, with nine enc
0 g Jeme
o answer fo your Memorandum, No. 402, of 141 instant, I have the honor to inform you with Copy to the Collector of Coimbatore. - -
reference to your request contained therein, that I congidey that the only channel which hag at .

\ to the President, Public Works Commission.
all benefitted by the Nirganty gystem i3 the Pullapolliam, on that I am certain that all the money ‘ ' & N : :
cxpended has been most Judiciously laid out buy as for the others I am sorry to state that not

one-fourth of what ought to have been done was done

think it wonld be a step in the right direction if the N

as for those in the Dharapoorum Talook, T - ‘ '

*
irganty was abolished at once, or else in g g
very few years the channels would bo so choked up, that not half the water required would be able [ , | s
to be forced down, and the cry would then be “* Wo want our anicuts yajsed.” ) '

2. T would respectfully beg to suggest, should the Nirganty system still be kept up, that -
& Government Order should be sanctioned, that hefore any water should be let into the chan
they should be inspected and cheek measured by either the Range O
Talook, when if it was found correct, a certificate should pe given to the
easy for the Channel Monigar to keep a Dit Reg
could be bad azaiust him and the Contractor was
- bench mark at cvery mile in each ¢h
chunam wall to be builg right across ¢
‘proper level of bed of channel thug

nels, ‘
cer or the Overseer of the . . S o :
Tahsildar; it would be very ’ o "4 - 2N ) '
ister, which is one of the greatest cheeks that ) ‘ ’
ting the money., I intend uext year to place
unel, and opposite each beneh wark & rough stone ip
he bottom of the channel, tho top of which will sfiow the

80 that it will

-

channel

Le perfectly easy for any one to check the work.,
——
Ix their Order of the 16th N ovember 1865, No. 2,810, Govern
voluntary system of Nirgunta cess in the Sub-division of Coimbatore, ‘
2. The schemo then submitted involved a total collection of 21,451 Rupees. )
3. On further inquiry it appeared that the existing fees had been commuted gt an unduly §
low rate, and a revised scale of rates, yielding in the aggregate 37,409 Rupees, wag sanctioned
in Government Order, 26th Septomber 1866, No. 2,502, as a temporary measure, ‘
4. The Collector.now forwards 5 report drawn up by the Sub-Collector on the System. My,
Webster deserves great credit for hig excellent report and the troulle ho Las taken to acquire g
thorough acquaintance with the practical working of the system he discusses. ' ' .
5. The substitution of 2 cess for labor on the channels of the Sub-division of Coimbatore wag
believed to be generally acceptable to the people. A voluntary arrangement, which the Jaw affords !
no means of enforcing or perpetuating, must, to be suceessful, be carried out with carefyl
the wishes and feelings of the subscribers, The establishments maintained have evide
excessive, both numerically and in point of expense, and the rate of cess hag consequently been , i
very heavy. The fees commuted g4 current rates are doubtless higher than the ¢ess, but payment
in kind i3 less felt by the Iyots and more acceptable to them.  The Beard think the reductions !

ment sanctioned the trial of 4

regard to b ;
ntly been * Y
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: Irrigation Fee Cess—in Sub-Division of Coimba.’
dore District,—Letter from Collector, forward-
_ ing Acting Sub-Collector’s report on working
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# dation to sanction proposed reduction of Esta-
. blishments muaintained for execution of repairg
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