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S - 3rd June 1869.

I roceet‘lmgsu of the Madras Goverhment, Revenue Department,

-
“

‘ N 0 72 _‘.‘Read the following Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 22nd
i February 1869 :— ‘ \

Read - the following letter from the Officiating Collector of Madura, to the Acting

- Seeretary to the Board of Revénue, dated Madura, 26th January 1869, |

. No. 29,

I mave the honour to forward ; forthe information of the Board and Government,

a communication which was laid before me yesterday by the present Zemindar of

Ramnaad, in which Le requests me to move the Government to assume for a time
‘the management of the Zemindary.

2. In order to enable Government to deal with this proposal, it will be neces-

sary to sketch briefly the present financial condition of the estate; and I shall now

proceed to do so.

3. Ramnaad is at present, as the Government are aware, heavily burdened ;
but taking into consideration its capabilities and resources, I am of opiuion that
ifs embarrassments are merely temporary, and that, under a careful and judicious

: m‘an‘agcment, they would rapidly disappear.

- 4 Including the arrcars of peishcush due to Government, the estate, up to
the present time, is indebted in the sum of Rupees 12,49,914, of which Rs. 9,76,832
consist of private debts, and the remainder, of arrcars of peishcush due to Govern- |
" ment up to the end of 1868.* Taking

J® N‘. B.—As a set off against the Liabilities. {1 i
sum of 8,78,514 is due by thé r)lrc:t;etst; :hlg as data. the collections of the last five

1 B . - .

ée:nxgdar, and gftthls sum at least 2,50,000 years, I find that the average income of
¢ assume . : :

7 0 be recoverable. the Zemindary, including rccoverable

- arrears, amounts to Rupees 6,37,921 : this we may assume to be considerably below

the future income of the Zemindary; for it is an average taken from a period when
" the estate had been hampered Dby litication, and some of the years, from which it

- has been calculated, have been peculiarly disastrous.

5. The annual expenscs to be defrayed from this income are—

RS,  A. P.

. Peisheush to Government, .................... . 3,24,404 3 10
Annual sum required for the maintenance of

the Zemindar and his relatives, ... 84,000 0 O

Estimated cost of administration about, ... 55,000 0 O

Interest of existing debts at five per cent, ... 61,495 0 O

| ‘ Total,” ... 524,809 310
This, assuming the average collections of future years to be only 6,37,921
Rupees, leaves a yearly surplus of Rs. 1,13,022, which is available for the extinc-
tion of existing debts, and the improvement of the Zemindary ; but in order to ren-
der this sum so available, it. is necessary that the private debts should be consoli-
~dated and paid by raising a loan on reasonable terms; for otherwise the interest
on Rupees 9,20,924, at twelve per cent., would annually absorb the large sum of

Rupees 1,10,511. Whereas, if the money were paid by raising a loan at five per

cent., the annunal sum required for interest would be reduced to Rupees 46,046-—
. a sum which would decrease yearly in proportion to the diminution of the debt.
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Proceedings of the Madras Goverament, Revenue Department, :
3rd June 1869, o ‘
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6. T have had two personal interviews with the Zemindar : he is g youné‘ man ,
of good address and prepossessing appearance ; he seems to me to be endowed
with a fair amount of intelligence and diseretion, but to bo wanting in the essential
qualitics of firmness and selC-reliance. The Proposal which I am novw laying before
Government supports and tlustrates this estimate of Lis mental Powers; and as the
proposal i3 (so far as'l know) original and Spontaneous, it may be looked on as
affording a real and reliallo key to his character and disposition.

7. Teommend this proposal to the favoralhle consider

First,—Because I think its acceptance w
ation and political extinetion of one of the few
Tndia. | I

Second,—Deeause T think it will conduce
of Ttamnaad and its proprictor, - , )

Third,—~DBecause I consider the cstablishment of such a pr&cdcnt to be a step
in the right direction, one that if it be followed, a5 I anticipate it wil
produce a real and appreciable cffect, inasmuch ag it will direétly
the status of our fow remaining large landeq Proprietors of ofq familics—a ¢lasg
which is fast falling to decay, and which, if ‘t],q Government refuse to aid and
support it in such emergencics as tlie present, must fnevi‘gably lose groung and cre
long cease to exist, Finally, I would agk Government'to deal witly thiy Dl‘:)positioﬂ
fan) rably; because they arc; in some measure, the cause of ¢ ombarrassments undep
wlucl.n the Rumnaad cgtate now labours; and beeause the Zemindar hag come forward
and, in the most straight-forward and eonfidiy ‘piaeed himsclf and 1455
property entircly in our hapdg, o o an 2

method of dealing with

this proposal that his confidence in the Justice and liborality of the Britigh Goverr
mentis well founded ang Judicious tion of haviye perfor S
aving performe

3 and besides the satisfac
akindand or act, we g y
md and graceful ict, we shall be alile to congratulate ourselves o having behaved
ance our Governnent iy, the estimation and regard of the

PP AN ks

ation of Govornment:—.
ill tend to arpest the rapid deterjor-
remaining ruling families of Southern

alike to the advantage of ' {lie péople

I, must
tend to improve

in such g manner as to ady
People of India,

8. Iaving thus submitted g statement of the case wit
consideration of o Board and Governmen
claborate a scheme for carryi ‘

I feel that i an unde
fullest attention and copg;

and that anything in the shape of crude and per
be felt ratlier a8 an encumbrapeg than an aid
9. Inen i

2ase; however, ()0 Government d
Ib

4 I shall refpg;
'ct the Policy which, I have
Imect with the
‘ of Government and the Board;;
red suggestiong would

my opinion and recommend
should he placeg in the
tion would e agree
Strong guarantes f,; the j

welfure of the people, admmlstratlon of the estate and the:
‘ .
‘ ‘ Escnosmns, ’
No, 1""0"1:’;’:&:11 Yadast from ¢},

¢ Zemindar, dated 254, .
ndum of the dobs dye January 18G9, wiy

: h translatiog,
by the Zemindar,
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T " Proceedings of the Mailras Gorernment, Revenue D:’parhfzent,
N ) ' Sy . . .

F | | Srd June 1869.

» - ! .

‘ . N . . me dier
T;-dnslc;fio}z of a Yadast alddressed tg the dcting Collector of Madura by the Zenu‘n

o ' of Ramnaad, under date the 25t January 1869. tho Titiation
You are already aware that owing to the mismanazement of my estate, and to the litig:

il, it is 1 i irteen lacs
of my rights which went as far as the Privy Councﬂ, 1t is Involved in a debt of about :I;;;:zct;nt :
of Rubeis including the peisheush due to Government for F usly 1277. Iam now ‘

£ -1

i -0 ter of graco
-may perhaps fail to pay the peisheush within the time allowed by Cfournmen'tta; z‘::nrfxrait:;i fl)u:wjn;
and favour ; and I therefore request that you will, with your kind support, bring
, : ' ,
7 O t‘ X i
Lumble request to the notice of Governmen it Tioutlae
1,—That the Government will, on receiving from me a statement of my liabilities, liquic
El <l %2
the same at a low rate of iAterest, ’

‘ . il iquidation of
" ' 2,—That the Government will take the cstate under jts management {1l the liquidation

i el ing a Cove-
the debt, or till the arrears and debts be cleared off either by me or my h»;r'st, 01:‘1;701353;13
nanted Officer of Sub-Collector’s rank, and defraying his salary, etc., out of its p ; ;f m-y ivate
‘ 3,—That the Government will pay me 7,000 Rupees a-month on accoun
xXpenses. _
expez —That I may retain under me tho management of the Devastanums and Chuttrums,
order to keep up my rank. ‘

. L aF srmanent v
. 5,—~That the Government will raise, to the rate fixed at the time of Istimrar or permanen

; . q ts
scttlement, the Teervah which has Leen subsequently reduced by the fraudulent acts of the ryo

k t as to make .
and the several Managers who had charge of the estato ; and. further ’Eau-e ;u.Ch _s ;Ti- :h e
the Nunjah lands which Lave been lately converted into Punjah and Nunjabtaram jah, ‘

their original cultivation.

6, — v W > 1 \f ing 1 ever 1 Cl)ln’tb, a8 leSO
3 B

i te ; 130 carry on the
those that may hereafter be fustituted in regard to the affairs of the cstate ; :'),HL} also carry
repairs of wrrigation works, -

i N ran: in regard
' 7,—That the Government will consult with me in cases of making new ar rang;mcfntthlnc:t:t“ b
to the’levy of Warem tax, ete., and of making any large expenditure for the benefit o e;

’ v l ! - . .\v . . ‘ ]\
'm}‘i’ 8 —That the Government will, after the debts have been paid cither from the ‘?UIQI“S,{,‘Z“;;
£l ’ tate or from money paid Ly me, restore the estate either to me or to wy heirs l;lt:;;,lin !
} I i Se8 ung
01} ;aeti You nced not doubt but that the income of the csmto;\xlimgeththga;xif:}fmﬂh s
my death. c A . . . -third of the Nunjah an -
; ring the time when one-third o ; !
the above arrangement ; for during o) et or he
| i 1 at the Jammahbundy amo
j cultivated, the agaregate demant inted o
]I:““Jah %ajlnd\; i‘;':lee “l'hole extent of laZd be cultivated, 10 lacs of Rupecs can be realised. 1 reque
ti::lt)ee;u,w“ill be ple:ised to recommend Government to accede to my request. .
- (Signed) V. MOODOORAMALINGA SET HOOI’ATI? .
rue Translation.) .
' e ... (Signed) J, R. ARBUTIINOTT,
] ' Oficiating Collector.

W n—— p——

) L - " - N . .
SupamiTTED for the consideration and orders of G?ver?xnc.nt R
2 AW' h this letter, the collector submits an application from the Zemind:
: h this , > Zom ‘
o iy i Gover nt will assume the management of his estate until
3 d, praying that Governme :
ool praying f all his debts
i : suffice to pay off a . . . |
et (gezljtlstb b hinI; :3t present from suggesting detailsas to the manner
3. The Collector absta s : : 310 the manner
i ; ich the proposed management might be carried out ; but he strongly
in whic 3 anageme . _
mends compliance with the Zemindar’s Izequest. ontods bt it ceomns to
The Zemindar's request is certainly somewhat unprecedented ; 1 | s
1 emin ., . S - s debts
. r : his part to improve the condition of his estate and to pay la 5
7 a desire on his mpr : 1 ost ‘
5}13“ ;1 a confidence in the justice and liberality of Gov crument
- and also a confi |
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5. The Board

adras Gope enue Department, 7

G. 0, 25t} Angust 1868, No. 225,

the payment of hLig arrears of Peisheugh b;
instalments,

tille to the Property, sive him 4 claim op their consideration,
the Zeniindar's Proposal, on the eopdiss
seems to the Board )0 only meagy
from ruin, anq the ry
edness of the Zemindar must entajl, ‘
6. It will he seen that the estate i o pr
irrigation woykg are also in g very dilapig
thougl costly, '

» 18 absolute] ¥ essential to thq
shall pay off the debys, | . ‘

7. The priv

A compliance with

ntly he entioned,
Prospect of saving the

¢sent very hegy
ated coudition,
realising of sucly

ily burdencd, and the

ate debig of the Zom;

mindar exceeq nine lgeg and hig pe; sh 1
n arrears to the amountof Rupees 2,38,000' thelatiey be: d 5 e peshoush is
and the private delytg (with ong €xce

- unnnal peisheusl, 13 Rupees 3,24,404,

8. Against these Li
the ryots, of whiel, at le

Y. The aver

abiliticg may he set off arrea;'
ast Rupeeg 2,50,000

age annugl Proceed
there can e 1o doulit that

of a fow years, be very
10, The interest on the priy
first step (supposing Governme
heeessarily Le 4o Pay these off
years to clear the Property
11 Should thg Gover
of opinion that i

8 of the cst
y if properly
much increased

ate ai'e
Managed, the ;
ate deltg absorlg
nt shoylg
This being
of all encumbrauces.

i
nment favorably enterty; ‘ aro.
ill he eeessary to g4y

A7,900; bug
0 the course ;

S0 mucly of the in

Come that {6
agreo to the Proposed

tO this Ioan“ '
L 10 fresh debg . 4 namely, that the

;10 pay

e ; Y 81X per cent on the
¢ terest on othe, Sums whicl, May bhe gy,
Improvement of ¢ estate ; and ¢, leaye Governmo i y

TR nt ent
management, of 1t, with liberty to relinquish oy

anager . Abert Suity ag ¢,
Nos. 5,6, 17 of the conditions insepteq in the Zem;,
gly.

dar’s 13 Yaddst”
3. The Board

loan ; to pay the same rag of in

establishment,

4.

The opinion ¢f the law Officepg of Govornment wil
Hanner in which (e tempor

ary transfgr of the est
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over: t callod r a report
heir order of 25th August 18068, the Government called fo I
15. - In their orde g -
* on the character and prospects of the Zemindar
l +

T ——

! " r bm‘lttc(l
. t the report now su
b 5. Mr. Arbuthnott does not allude to this call, bu
i may be conside
A ) |
v | : PILILLIPS.
: | [INUTE BY THE HONOURABLE IL D. |
“{ ot . hIIh U ‘ l R qa’d Zernindary undOl‘ Inanag(}-
i : e rinoing the Ramns
;;f . OxEof the grounds taken for bringing
’9\ "

I 2 )Cred b} tlle )
rernment officer is, that it is heav 1ly.llam1 ther was forced Dby the
ment by a Gm;l- h the present Zemindar’s adoptive moﬁ d that the Collector
s . hd O which W reVer n <
llfl.%a: loni: mlter Madras Government. I do 11; tt’} ho(::)(s):: o;' that litigation, or what
act of a form r knowledge of the R rtobe |
'C any knowiedg hich is said now :
N uc Board have . f Rupees, which i
or the Reven ivate debt of niue lacs of Rupees, oo icor
‘ . total private de : ise the force of the ad misa
art it forms of the ] I recognise the fo '
part 1 ‘ indar; neither can I recog f what was at that
‘ rassing the Zemindar; in proper support of w ‘
. embarrassing . ient actedin prog » advised to
| r Governn 7 were formally advis
: . nt. The forme ! heat : they were
diwm argume . doubted right of escheat: . sequence of -
pte g . 1 consequenc
. . as their undou ing its recognition, only
time regarded failed in securing itsrecog ’ lon-
. alled 1in se o ¥ . f the law of ad op
ight, and they fa ‘ ew readine of the I: ‘
assert that right, ting, as correct, a 1 g he several
~( . / al accepung, as e the assent of the s
: » Court of APPC . 1d procure the
. the hlghm Co . ¢ ided a widow cou Pt oh her
\ . ‘ ITOVIAC € . t son ‘ thOUo
P termining that, ‘ liberty to adopt a son, ) °
" tion, and det sed husband, she was at libe y ior to this
as usband, S . dopt. Prior to
: her deceased h njunction toadopt.
relations of e laced her under no’ inj 1dow could not
livine had pia ‘ded as being, that a widow
]xusbﬂnd Wh-en D t tl 1 Was recay de( as f=¥] L . 1 t
’ : ¢ law was reg rceted her to adopt.
) : otorious that th . . Tierc had dirce
judgment, it 1-(81 n >t :on. unless. before Iis clczn1§e, her husband
ake a validadoption, "
llldue a-

N
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. Sstateunder
. othie Ramnaad Es
e Acting Collector’s proposal tobring t d's surcestion that
2. Asrespeets the ‘ ?1 f Government, and the Board’s s ]ool 1o 110t
’ ! )y an othcer o rd, though they do ‘
direct management 1}) y f the rank of Sub-Collector, the Boar d,b . 3 e eemont
3 \ REY:
cer should be o . recedent afforded by the Sore
such officer s s thot d the prece AT e
I i G1r 11111 . we had a youns
"C had in i . . 10WOVer, we ¢
say S0, may hov Vizianagaram Zemindary., rI,‘hCle’ Iof nd Limgolt’encumbcrod ‘
' 1548 of te ¥ heriting the proporty from his fatler, fou
. 0, ON 1niier: s
Zemindar who,

——r o
* .,

T

» * ‘ {O
{ : hich it was the desire of the Guvemnfonﬁ
iabilitics, whie v lication was
. . mal liabiliti y ‘ state. No apnlic:
% / with heavy Pat0}11neq)ellded surplus proceeds of the Ebt;te ao é LI,Iic treasury,
t ‘clear off from thle u(} ‘\,el‘llnlen t, by an advance of money fi }C;m : i ander the con.
ov H Ay . rouch
/ ‘ de that the ) The Estate was broug
/ then ma ather’s debts. . erument
' 4 tthe futher’s ial injunction by Goverame:
1CC wipe ou v 1t was a speciil mjuncia A )
: should at o1 Ir Crozicr), and it wa p . habits of
: § . nt (1\ r Uroz ’ S ial Agent, into habits ‘
‘ o Special Age initiated, by the Special Agent, ’
fﬁ“} frol Otl iy lunrr Zemindar should be llgﬂat'(:i ’ }e’ should learn how to conduct his
N hat the young is supervision and guidance, . . ing
‘ : L iness, and under his bupt‘l‘“l‘ 1 bcenbrclieved from the incubus then bearn c“-'
! yusiness, ro crty 14 ine funds to remove this
Iy own affairs, when thep Sfﬁted as to Government adva:ncmo fi th Interest ot dis o
,, it. Nothing was thcnt tt itself a single creditor for six laes 31 1 cecininn
' onstitute 1tse . . 1tors were rece 8
{ incubus, so as to ¢ ogbﬂf the large amountwhich the original cre
; s o )
Mt » T \n_t, lﬁbtea
I five per cent., ‘

= s e O <



Procecdings of the Madras G’overmzzg;et, Revenue Department,
. 3rd June 1869, '
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It seems to me to Lo quite clear, from g perusal of the
garamanatter, that sucl, g proposal would not, for
£r. Indeed, it will o scen, that di(ﬁcu]ty
Rupees, to enable the young

3. I think, there

paf)eré concerning the Viziana-
a single moment, have beon listonod
was made about an advance of 20,000
Zeminday to quit Benares, |

fore, Judging from the Past, and holding in mind the extreme

£ the proposal made by the Ramnaad Zemindar,
should now pay oft his nine lacs of debt, and charge Lim only
¢ amount untj i i4 repéid, that the Board’s recom
ot be aceepted, o ‘ e
+. No guarantee i offered by the Zemind
determination not aguinto fall inte debt w
to Lin, Indeed, 1 dg not at all see w

quite unalle to understand Jigw ent hiy contracting fresh debts, wlilst

N ] ' M 13 . . .
the Estate i being nurgeq, s ¢ laid down iy the communication to
the Collector, dated 25¢h J anvary last, indicate clear

arly cnough a desire to impede
any thorougl, Improvement of the Property, and_ )
“ereate insuperalle difficalticy iy the discharg
Revenuo Offieey bent on beneﬁting the Zeminday gng doing justice 1o the ryots,
9. I would net permit the young man o impose any conditiong whatey
and exeept that Lo shall have g sufficient fnonthly allowance,
belief that the Colle 1d the Baard’s Proposals as ¢o
Zemindury, may bo approved Ly the Government ; but
these permanently assegsed |

Estates “sho
itis ot the proper duty of t,q Goy

unreasonableneys, in y opinion, ¢

that the Government
five per cent. on 4,

mendation on
this point should p

ar for his fu
Lien the 12
hat valig guar
care to prey
onditions, g

ture steady conduct and
state shall have beon restored
antee he could offer, and I am

er, save
I say this in g,
ceeiving charge of ¢
‘ DY oWn opinigy i3, th
uld stand op fall Ly _‘themhselves, and that

Crnment to step fu and acf g4 Lstate Anmont and

“Steward, in order to retrigye | ‘ 2

» '
. ge to the propert
arisen from ong cause o

T many cayges,
concede what is Lepe demanded sho the Precedent of ¢
a sort of nursing, any st
rassments, Tt will he dife

Proprictor hag fallen
nent ficult to fix 16 limit of complj
applications, W may I

Salem, from e Zeminday

Clrears, It will be awkward ¢, refuse
we may be using up, for private interest
Oflicors of the middle rank
-1 genneetion with whic
‘ iu.stalments, at fixe

at

aking into
into embar.
ture similyp
gars and Moottad,

Poli | ars of
Zemindarg n the N orthern

M coming in f;
s of Tinnevclly

s and coneerng
in restoring

h our only duty ought to have
d periods, of tl0ip unvarying p

6. On less favoural)ls terms than 4
. ment, e would have no difficulty in seey
“oficial European residents in
also many alle Natjv
ot interfered w

eisheygh,

1e Zemindgy desires to get fr

ring Lionest energetic o
this Prcsidency; and I hay
¢ officers of the Gover
ith by persons about the Z
peety from its present embarrassmeng,

7. T would dray th

om the Govery.
gentsamoep g

nment who, 1
cmindar, w

. © attention of ¢}, Government to a meark, recorded iy
Pmcncdmgs of the 26t August 184 8, by the they Govornor, tha
“ Estate by Gover

t ¢ the charge of gy
nment had not hither

to proved a cheek on extravagance, but, on
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iy ¢ i . 7%
v y v | 1l1 or Vin Y Of naone 5’ -

-

l‘lll‘ni 1'61 la ‘l’ Dy b( 1

Dby Mr. (now Sir) Daniel Elliott,

1 2 {/ : o ‘ y l;IPSn
‘)il M(II'C}I .

JRAB : I;'TIL\'OT.
MINUTE BY THE HONOURABLE A. J. ARDB

-, ssible, aid.
- 10‘11d lf pObm 3 ;
I ’ to me very desirable that the Gov Cmn;;r}ct ’csI f;‘on; the embarrass-
T appears ) .. is Fstate
e Zemindar of Ramnaad in extricating .h i rangement can be made
the young Zom is at present involved, and that, if any ar Jong illing to place
in which it is a present Zemindar is willing
ments in which inst loss, and the Zer rement
ing the Government agains ) mment, such manag
for securing the fficer of Government, t
nt of an o ual sum to
: r the manageme t of the ann
his Estate unde ... d the settlemen ! o
' ditions beyon se of his family,
. cred by any con 3 s and those o v
poing un(fle‘itb the Zemindar for his own personal e_\_pc;:lSG; ; dia for permission to
cu to * . oI 1ndla .
b alllowl d be j11sfiﬁecl in applying to the GoVCI‘Hn:O? pay the Zemindar’s private
WO shonic 1 sum sufficient to pa . - cent
. 1 casury, a su ay, s1x per cent.,
advance, from the public tr 'ﬂy,interost at a moderate rate, say, six |
X ing the same, with .
debts, recovering g
from the rents of the Zemindary.

. 1 J ; u ;] COJSILI(JI tllab blllb

r, . . - - 3
youn mindaa H A o W & a “(I 7‘,]|lel'()blt) Of tll(} '
5 l « .

ks I2TaY ranu
} . . . . the Vizianag
Government, before us an excellent precedent in the case of o to that in
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debts with which he is encumbered, and to secure his restoration to an improved
and unincumbered property hereafter.
2. Inorder to carry out this project in a satisfactory manner, it would be desir-
able that the Government should make a loan to the Zemindar of more than nine
lacs, at a moderatc rate “of interest, for the extinction of private debts now held at

~ twelve per cent; that they should waive the immediato payment of arrears of Peish-

cush; and that they should appoint a European officer, in the rank of Sub-Collector,
to superintend the administration of the Zemindary.

3. Such an intervention of Government as I have indicated, would be an
unusual measure. It could onlybejustifiedon grounds of a very special character. In
my humble judgment such grounds exist in the present case. . I would justify theso
concessions on two motives: (1), on the peculiar and exceptional causes which have
produced the embarrassments of the Zemindar; and, (2),on the interest of the people.

4. The family of Ramnaad have twice, within the last fifty years, experienced
the evil of a disputed succession. Twice

Seaa;‘c;x;ee:;nofaggﬁﬁzrﬁ flntéll: ﬁ;:ﬁe’g‘gé““ the in this period has there been a prolonged

T ' and costly litigation running through all
the Courts of the Presidency, and terminating before the Privy Council. The
sccond of these Suits was between the family and the Government. What propor-
tion of the debts which havé now accumulated, may be distinctly traced to the last

+ Suit, only determined last year, I cannot afirm. It is certain, however, that the

proceedings must have been a grievous charge on the family, both in respect to
the actual outlay for law-expenscs, and by the diminution of receipts incidental to
a doubtful proprietorship. The Government were conscientiously but, as it proved,
crroncously the adversary of the Zemindar : it would be alike generous and politic
on the part of Government now to come to the relicf of their antagonist.

9. The Zemindary of Ramnaad comprises an area of 2,351 square-railes, and
contains 425,000 inhabitants. Itis nearly aslarge asthe Madras Distriet, but the
population bears no proportion to the extent. From all the sources of information
which are open to me, I have heard but one account of this extensive half-descrted
tract. It is the poorest, driest, most neglected region in the Presidency. It is
constantly on the verge of famine. The people abandon it in crowds for Ceylon
and for the more favoured districts of the Presidency. The Guazeteer for Southern
Tudia says that more than ten years ago 150,000 persons were believed to have
emigrated—about half the population of the Zemindary. This may be exaggerated,
but the Missionaries assure me that the emigration is incessant, and caused Dby the
exhaustion and mismanagement of the Estate. I derive these impressions not only
from the Revenue authorities, but from the Roman Catholic Missionaries, who are
intimately acquainted with the condition of the Maraver country. 1Inthe absence
of Government interference, Ianticipate along period of Native management power-
Tess for good, but fruitful in mischief, concluding with the ruin of the Zemindar
and the complete exhaustion of the cultivators: with Government assistance,
an ancient family can easily be restored to a useful and flourishing position, while
the country would be benefited by the repair of its ruined irrigation works and the

creation of roads.
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6. I would not be deterred by tho apprchension of making a dangerous
innovation or precedent, [ would deal with the case on its own merits, Should a
similar case present itself— g case of a Zemindar oppressed by a law-suit against

Government, and of & people impoverighed by chronic scarcity and neglect—1I would
deal with it in the same spirit, :

7. The following simp]

€ statement borrowed 4
mation furnighed Ly the

Acting Collector, will show]
Xtricated from thei

pproximatively from the infor-
10w easily the Zemindar and hig

r distresses, A few years later, the case
might Lie desperate, »

8 The 8T08s rental of {6 Zemindal‘y niay be safely st down, under g more
energetic Management, gt Rupees 6,50,000, The Acting Collector gives the average

at Rupoes 6,537,991 5 but the reeent years hgve been mogt uufavourable, and the
CXistence of {],0 law-suit must have geteg most prejudicially on the conduct of the

cultivators anq 41, authority of {1, propri it aflirmed on all sides that,
with toleral,]o Seasons and an undispute ould soon rise to eight lacs,

9o Trom e YOS renta] we pyygt deduct Rupecs 3,24,000 for G
tribute ang Rupeces 635 0

Acting Collector says Rupecs 55,000, but 1 havo always heard ¢ stated that the
Management of 5 Zemindary Estate may be faiy
gross rental, | Prefer therefore to set down Rupees 63,000,
The net yentyy would thus e |
10, Out of 10 ne

¢t rental of Rupecs 2,61
Provide for thyee Prineipal objects ;
First,—The in

terest of dolyg and g sinking funq for its extinetion ;
Second,~—T)q improvemeng of the Estate; |

Lhird—Tle Support of the Zemindgy,
The private ¢bts amoypg to R

. pees 9,76,832 ; {10 public debt or arrear of
Pidsheush amounts to Rupees 238,082, ‘

We Lave thus a to(4] dobt of ,R'i'pees 12,14 914, The sche
the amount of Pcishcush—arrear to be Rupeos 2,38,082

states inLis letier g, amount of priyats g
be an aggregato of Rupees 12,14,914, but in hig letter the A
tlhe ageregate at Rupees 12,49,914. The dj is i
with any small additiog 4

a total debt of Rupees 12,5

11. 1S amoynt shoul pe
P?.')]' i.ng t;"CI;'C pc&x“]c'entl. Mnually : gy Per cent. fo interest, anq SiX per cent, for a
sinking fund, T . 1T8C would at ¢, outset oy 15

I would next appropriate gy annual sunslef); g&?;:ozoﬁi){ggge:olqum?‘ ‘nts
on the Lstate, 2y, L0 Improvements

overnment
CXpenso of administration. The

,000 the Government would have to

Tlere would reqyq; for ¢} . ) . . )
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12, Asthe

ropriated tq 4, Payment of intopest
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13! The same rule should be applied to 21:115«30 :) %%ovu'sa:;:)oz;; o aich are
mat Acti Rupees 1Y, VUL P! i
1 the Acting Collector at " 18 hose orrears
EStll)mate'CZI ll)ly) a;cthe ‘rat: of only Rupees 25,000 per annum, the ts‘um ;\};la; e
. aitri):ilon bletween the two funds alluded to would notsgeof)(())n cmptible,
Irlfi}?rht‘perhaps count upon an annual recovery of Rupees 0,000. —
) 4. Under such a system the Estato Woulc'l be hber?,l’clxbef:u rorted it
i c;v;ad in the course of 164 years, while the family would sti p
impr ; ~
great decency,

‘ A ) i nditional on
15. ‘'The success of the scheme which I have sketched Ol;t lsuczes ,‘6’83"
two th'i.ll”S' (1) that the Government shall a,dV‘rll'lOO the sum of R P 9
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i ld debts are boing
(2), that the Zemindar shall not contract new debts while the old d
, L]
paid off.

. ool roposal of a -
16. In order that the Governmont may be able to entertain the proj

YR sbt in question,
lly mortgage Lis Estate to Government, or char(?ro it with thfe ;1;1:1 whgther e
legally m ) °thoe Government a right of priority to its revenues ; his susoomors
bo a3 to give transmit the obligations which he may contract 0ﬂ  moncy. It
Iy}egllnngxlciirc;‘L: acail do that, tho Government can safely advance the
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to be dealt With- subseque}111tlgr}.overnment . \obtaiﬂ avalid sgcurity n so‘n}e -fomtlh(.);

17 Assuming that]t . still remains the difficulty notice(} by l\'lr. Pmlhpst,mcct ‘
other upon the ].EstatE, tl'e 1‘: the period of Government administration, ble ;310“ :) ‘1
fhe Zomindar m;%hc;:al()itl;m::d be thus frustrating, by his imprudence, all the g
ing new person ?
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indeed, no a!)solute sic‘;nd};n the manifest interest that the Zemindar Zzilent st oy
by the English lAgeﬁ) ’osed management. It would be open tO' GOV;;] o Zominday
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to settle with hllsd P:;I‘S(ZIZ{/ ;’:':tél.General be of opinion that the Zemindar t(io:;r Z,(-)d
© 1 ay as g
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. . is private debts. On this qu ) tion
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to enter, until we hay ] |
indicated above. (Signed) NAPIER,
MMay 8¢k, 1869,
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OrpER THEREON, 8rd June 1869, No. 1,562, '

' Land Revenue, ‘l . Tre R%ght Honorable the Governor
. - i Council resolyes to transmit tle

N - Papers above recorded to the Acting
Government Solicitor, with a request that he will submit them to the Advocato-
General and the Government Pleader for their advice as to whether, in the event
of the Government being disposed to assist the Zemindar of Ramnaad’ with a loan
the Zemindar i3 competent to convey his estate to Government a4 a full and’
valid security for the repayment of such loan on the terms and  condjtjgns

covenanted between him and the Government ; and, moreorver, whether t],0
dar is competent to convey his estate

Zemin-

(True Extract.)

_ (Signed) R A, DALYELL,

Acting Secretary to Government

To the Board of Revenue. .
»s the Government Selicitor.

Lxd. E. ¢. Shunker, -
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- my humble judgment such grounds exist in the present case.

. '5\‘. . K’L& '{.g -~ {_\\,\' R (-‘? ,: .
> X~ M.INUTE BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT.
i Tae Zejmmda}' of Raninaad desires to place his Estate under the control of Gov-
G.l‘nmen’f, with a view to procure the liquidation of the heavy public and personal
debts Viflth which he is encumbered, and to secure his restofation to an improved
and unincumbered property hereafter. .

" 2. Inorder Fo carry out this project in a satisfactory manner, it would be desir-
able that the Govérnment should make a loan to the Zemindar of more than niné

lacs, at a moderate rate of interest, for the extinction of private debts now held at

“twelve per cent; that they should waive the immediate payment of arrears of Peish-

cush; ar{d that they should appoint a European officer, in the rank of Sub-Collector,
to superintend the administration of the Zemindary.
3. Such an intervention of Government as I have indicated, wou

usualmeasure, It could only be justifiedon grounds of a very special character, In
I would justify these

tional causes which have

1d be an un.>

concessions on two motives : (1), on the peculiar and excep
produced the embarrassments of the Zemindar; and, (2),on the interest of the people.
d

4. The family of Ramnaad have twice, within the last fifty years, experience
the evil of a disputed succession. Twice

Seaafz‘%ie;'nofagzﬂzﬁgrg fIHté],;’ ﬁ;:gelgg;uit the i this period has there been a prolonged

) and costly litigation running through all
the Courts of the Presidency, and terminating before the Privy Council. The
s?cond of these Suits was between the family and the Government. What propor-
tion of the debts which have now accumulated, may be distinctly traced to the last

"Suit, only determined last year, I cannot afirm. It is certain, however, that the

proceedings must have been a grievous charge on the family, both in respect to
the actual outlay for law-expenses, and by the diminution of receipts incidental to
a doubtful proprietorship. The Goovernment were conscientiously but, as it proved,
erroncously the adversary of the Zemindar : it would be alike generous and politic
on the part of Government now to come to the relief of their antagonist. ‘

5. The Zemindary of Ramnaad comprises an area of 2,351 square-miles, and

cqntaln? 425,000 i_nhabitants, -It ‘is ncarly as large as the Madras District, but the
population bears no proportion to the extent. From all the sources of information

“which are open to me, I have heard but one account of this extensive half-deserted

tract. Itisthe poorest, driest, most neglected region in jthe Presidency. It is

constantly on the verge of famine. - The people abandon it in crowds for Ceylon

and for the more favoured districts of the Presidency. The Gazeteer for Southern
India says that more than ten years ago 150,000 persons were believed to have’

: emigrated—about half the population of the Zemindary. This may be exaggerated,
" but the Missionaries assure me that the emigration is incessant, and caused by the

exhaustion and mismanagement of the Estate. I derive these impressions not only
from the Revenuo authorities, but from the Roman Catholic Missionaries, who are

mtimately acquainted with the condition of the Maraver’country. In the absence
Ianticipate along period of Native management power-
with the ruin of the Zemindar

with Government assistance,
hing position, while

of Government interference,
less for good, but fruitful in mischief, concluding

and the complete exhaustion of the cultivators:
bo restored to a useful and flouris

an ancient family can easily
ed by the repair of its ruined irrigation worksand the

the country would be benefit
creation of roads.
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.6, "I would not b deterred by the apprehension of making a dangerous

innovatiqn or preceden. I would deal with the case on its own merits. - Should a ‘

similar case present itsblf—a _case of a Zemindar oppresse(f by alaw-suit against

Government, and of a peopleimpoverished by chronic scarcity and neglect—I would
deal with it in the same spirit. ) - . :

) 7. .The following sindple statement borrowed approximativgly from the infor-

" mation furnished by the Acting Collector, will show how easily the Zemmdar and his

tenants might now be extricated from their distresses. A few years later, the case
might be desperate. T . :

8 The gross rental of the Zemindary may be safely set down, under a more

- energetic management, at Rupees 6,50,000. The Acting Collector gives the average

at Rupees 6,37,921 ; but the recent years have been most unfavourable, and the
existence of the law-suit must have acted most prejudicially on the conduct of the

cultivators and the authority of the proprietor. I heard it affirmed on all sides that,
with tolerable seasons and an undisputed title, the rent would soon rise to eight lacst

9. From the gross rental we must deduct Rupees 3,24,000 for Government
tribute and Rupees 65,000 (ten per cent.) for the expense of administration. The’
Acting Collector says Rupees 55,000, but I have always heard it stated that the
management of a Zemindary Estate may be fairly set down at ten per cent. on”tha'

gross rental. I profer therefore to set down Rupees 65,000.
The net rental would thus be Rupees 2,61,000. .
10. Out of the net rental of Rupees 2,61,000 the Governnient would have to
provide for three principal objects: |
. First,—The interest of debt and a sinking fund for its extinction;

Second,—The improvement of the Estate ;

Third,—The support of the Zemindar. ;

- . The private debts amount to Rupees 9,76,832 : the public debt or arrear o
Peishcush amounts to Rupees 2,38,082.

We have thus a total debt of Rupees 12,14,914, The schedule of debts states
the amount of Peishcush-arrear to be Rupees 2,38,082, and the Acting Collector
statcs in his lotter the amount of private debt to be Rupees 9,76,832, which Would
be an aggrezate of Rupees 12,14,914; but in hisletter the Acting Collector sets down
the aggregate at Rupees 12,49,914. The difference is immaterial, but let us say,
with any small addition that may since have accumulated for interest or otherwise,
a total debt of Rupecs 12,50,000 in round numbers. ' :

11. This amount should be consolidated as a single debt rnme
paying twelve per cent. annually : six per cent. for interest, and six per cent. for a
sinking fund. This charge would at the outset amount to Rupees 1,50,000..

I would next appropriate an annual sum of Rupees 50,000 to improvements

due to Government,

on the Estate, ‘ : . L
There would remain for the support of the Zemindar in the beginning. Rupees

u! O()‘) [ . e e e e e
] > v — = .
[ ” g E E;- [ [ 1- . -I 1 II

12." As the annual sun appropriated enf ‘
amount of revenue thus liberated should be equally divided betweep tl.le fund for
the improvement of the Estate and the fund for the support of the Zemmdeu:.

13. The same rule should be applied to the recoverable arrears which are

estimated by the Acting Collector at Rupees 2,50,000. Supposing these arrears

———— e
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“tobo paid ﬁp at the rate of an}; Rupees 25,000 per annum, the sum available for

repartition between the two funds alluded to would mnot be contemptible, but we
might perhaps count upon an annual recovery of Rupees 50,000. V

14. Under such a system the Esfate would be Iiberated‘and materially
improved in the course of - years, while the family would still be supported with
great decency. ‘ ~ : ‘ '

15. The success of the scheme which I have sketched out is conditional on
two things: (1), that the Government shall advance the sum of Rupees 9,76,832,
at six per cent., for the extinction of {he private debts now held at twelve per cent;
(3), that the Zomindar shall not contract new debts while the old debts are being
paid off. . '

16. In order that the Government may be able to entertain the proposal of a
loan to the Zemindar, we must ascertain, beyond doubt, whether the Zemindar can
legally mortgage his Estate to Government, or charge it with the debtin question
80 as to give the Government g right of priority to its revenues,; and whether the
Zesmindar can transmit the obligations which he may contract to his successors.

*If the Zemindar can do thét, the Government can safely advance the money. If

the Zemindar cannot do that, it seems difficult for the Government to help him in

© the way of a loan. T would therefore submit this qﬁestion directly and separately

to the Advocate-General, reserving the other questions suggested by Mr. Arbuthnot
to be dealt with subsequently.

17, Assuming that the Government can obtain a valid security in some form or
other upon the Estate, there still remains the dffﬁculty noticed by Mr. Phillips, that
the Zemindar might, during the period of Government administration, be contract-
ing new pais nal debts, and be thus frustrating, by his imprudence, all the go?d
which the G;;ermnent were labouring to effect. Against this contingency there is;
indesd, no absolute security. We must trust in moral influence, ina sustained contrf)l
by the Enzlish Agent, and in the manifest interest that the Zemindar would have in
the succoss of the proposed management. It would be open to Government ?‘t any
moment to throw up the trust they had assumed on the solicitation of the Zemindar,
the terms of the act of mortgage would afford them full sccurity for the re-payment
of their advances, and the Zemindar would be left with the remainder of his Estate
to settle with his personal creditors. - ' : : :

- 18. Should the Advocate-General be of opinion that the Zemindar does not
Possess the power of conveying his Estate to Government in such a way as to afford
them valid security or to bind his successors, it would remain for G.overnme.nt. to
consider how far they could still assist the Zemindar to a better position by giving
him the benefit of Government superintendence, without advancing a loan for the
liquidation of his private debts. On this question, I think it is, 110W9V0_1'7 better n of
to enter, until we have the opinion of the Advocate-lGeneral on the capital question
indicated above, -

r \ ~ (Signed)  NAPIER.

Moy 8tk, 1869.
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