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315t May 1869.

No. 698.

. Read the following Despatch from the Right Ho
Wer.m =y e Tndia, (Revenus,) to His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor-
General of India in Council, dated Indra Office, London, 24tk March — %"

April 1869, No. 2,004 :— .

1869, No. 24.
I 11avE considered in Cou

. : t . ‘ . o -
ncil the Déspatch from your Excellency in Council, = *
pumbered 10, and dated ' the"5th ‘ultimd, . with which, in reference to Secretary .

LR

norable;the Secre

Read the following Endorseme:t of the Under-Secretary to the . . " .
Government of India, :Home Department—Public, Qated Simla, 30th

tary of State for .
g P

5

Sir Stafford Northeote’s Despaich, No. 167, Public, of the 17th of November, sending

ot Sir Arthur Cotton’s snggestions for alleviating the apprehended scarcity in the
on’ the subject.- Y

Central Provinces, you forward a copy of correspondence up
2. "1 am glad to observe that the Officers in thos
_consultation as to the best method of supplying the dist
+ el of the Godavery, should the distress become real. It is to be hoped, from the
concluding paragraph of the letter from the Chief ‘Commissioner’s Secretary, of o

October 1, that private traders will become

e provinces were
ricts with food by the chan-

-

-acquainted with the practicability of

already in B

- ». ' making use of this means of communication between the coast and the districts of

. ﬁhe Upper Godavery, for the ponveydﬁc
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Despatch from Secretary of State, No. 167, dated 17th)
November 1868, and enclosure,

Letter from Seocretary to Chief Commissioner, Central
Provinces, No, 25—346, dated 22nd January 1869, and

enclosures.

Letter to Officiating Chief Commissioner, No, 600, dated
29th January 1869,

No. 699.
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Copry forwarded to the Government

(By Order,)

(Signed) J. GEOGHEGAN, -
" Under-Secy. to the Govt. of India.

of Fort Saint George for information,
together with a copy of the correspond-
_ence noted in the margin* =

ORDER THEREON, 31st May 1869, No. 1,524, .

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

Acting Under-Secretary to Government. .

.

O=rpERED to be recorded,
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Sir A. Ooz‘ton’s;nggésﬁonsl Jor alleviating the scarcity in the Central
‘ ‘ : Lrorinces.
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Nos. tFrom the Right ITon’ble Sir Starrorp [L N oxm:rcorﬁ, Bart., to His Excell
260 to 284, Right Ion’ble the Goveryor Gex

Soctpamy

L " No. 260.

ency the Jan. 9.
ERAL of India in Council,—~No..167, dated  Nos.
India Office, London, the 17th November 1843, - 122 & 123,

I rorwarD herewith, for such  consideration as your Ixcel. =

i i : No. 122.
' 7 -1 1 ‘t
. Dated 19¢h October 1868, - lency in Council may deem advisable, o

e B _copy -of a letter from Sir . A. Cotton, o
 offering, some sugcestions on the subject of alleviating the famine !
which is anticipated in the Central Provinces. - :
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No. 261, From Lieutenant-General Siy A Corroy, R. E., Ma
‘ . . State for India,~Dated Dorking, the 19th October 1863, ,
. I savE the honor respectfully to enclose an extract from a letter just received
from the Upper Godavery, on the subject-of the prospect of a searcity in the
Central Provinces, and the use of that river for conveying food from the delta.
It will be scen that the Authoritics ju Central India are in great alarm about
. the supply of food, and are looking to the delta and the river for a ~supply, and N
ulso, that there is an ample harvest in the delta, rice selling there at 24 seerg per . X
rupee (T4 per Ib.), which is quite a moderate price. Major Ilaig has written
to ask for money to build boats and purchase grain. I beg to be allowed to
" point-out the importance of thig apportunity, not only of supplying food to
Nagpore, but also of forwarding the.actual use of the river. Some years ago,
I endeavoured to urge the Government to the establishment of the regular navis : -
gation of the river by a Government flutilla, so as to have a body of engineers, ‘
pilots, &c., well experienced in such work, by the time the barrier works wera e
- practicable; and also to lead the trafic on to that line ; but this was considered , ¢~
*+ bad economy, and now there is no flotilla of any consequence, nor many lascars,#

<w-i o &e, ready, wha are aequainted with the river, thongh certainly traflic to_
extent has been established by private carriers. ‘

When I had the honor of ‘writing to the

of the Bengal famine, I received the reply

~ would take all necessary measures;
-~ was too late, and the result was, the

il
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dras, to the Under Sceretary of No, 123,
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Secretary of State in anticipation
that no doubt the Local Authorities -
but not the smallest step was taken til] ig :

.. ' dedths,. according - fo* the- offisial re 0Pty R

H of 1,560,000 persons.” I must notice that the loss of revenue from thiz, af;' e

. X rupees three a head, the average tax in India, is mearly half a million a year, AN
: so that the interest of a ecapital of 12 milli ;

: wons sterling (at four per cent.) hag
been lost, if the question was merely one of economy. ‘ ~

If only 100,000 lives are saved now by food carried up the Godavery, it
will prevent a loss of income of £30,000 a year, the interest of §ths ofa miilion

, much more than the whole works on the Godavery will cost, ’

) Lalso beg to take this opportunity of again

! . value of the irrigation works.  This will be the third time within three years in

which the delta will be selling a full crop at famine prices, and relieving g vast

, population, if only the means are provided of transit from the gorged Ddiszrjcg

. to the starving one. .

A

i ' So also I beg earnestly to call attention to the immense importance of thig
A , line of communication, while all but Major IIaig’s reports on the river have been

] ' written as if the traffic on it would not be
{

) L 74th of that on 2 c:onsiderably common
road, and ne bint of such an oceasion as the present one was given in them.

I beg respectfully to offer these remarks, in hopes that they may help to
: , prevent the recurrence of the former neglect of the Local Authorities, by showine
: : that economy alone demands that full authority should be given to them to
supply the necessary funds without the least delay, for it must anyhow take some
time to provide the boats, and organize a body of lascars to  work them. If

authority could be telegraphed to supply Major Raiz at once with the necessary
funds, I have no doubt that oficer would, with bis g

sual enerey, soon be pre ared
to forward food to the threatened districts, b Biepare

Tt e
4
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-
AN

pointing out the incaleulable

-

. ) Extract of a letter from the Uj)pe}' Godarery, dated the 144 September 1868,
. “Masor Hata las received a teleoram from N

_ ) agpore a week axo, asking
A what were the.pros.pects of the rice harvest on the East Coast, and whether,
Fa o in case of a famine in the I\agpore sttmct, any large quantity of rice could
fg be sent up by the Godavery. The rains have been very partial this year, In
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some places there have been heavy floods, and in others great failure. In this Jan. 9.
neighbourhood, the rain had been insufficient till the last week, whena good No, 123.
deal more has fallen, 'We hope that it may have reached the Nagpore country

- also in time to avert anything so dreadful as a famine ; but we have not heard,

and the river continues very low. Major Ilaig wrote at once to Nagpore,
begging them to lose no time, but to let him have a lakh of rupees to build boats,
and to send two lakhs more to Mr. Dennison to purchase rice on the coast. Ila

" also sent off for Mi, Dennison to consult with hiwa, and he arvived balf an hour

ago. Ile says there is-cvery prospect of a very good barvest all over Rajhmundry .
and Ellore, and up the coast beyond Vizagapatam, and rice is selling now at v
24 seers the rupee (3. per Ib), so I hope, in case the Nagpore crops do fail,

some timely help may be sent them ; but, unfortunately, the river can only carry

it but a small portion of the distance it would have to travel.” :

(Y

No. 114, daled the 9th January 1869,

Cory of this Despatch, and of its enclosure, forwarded to the
Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, with a request for an
immediate opinion regarding Sir A. Cotton’s suggestions.

No.115. -~ = = , S
" Copy of this Despatch, and of its enclosure, forwarded to the
Public Works Department for any orders that may be thought proper
in that Department.- B o -

L

By Order, ;

e ' © ... 'J.GEOGIIEGAN, S

e s e oL Under Secy, to the Govt, of India. '
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to the Government of India,—No. 25-346, dated Nagpore, the 22nd
January 1869. . '

Provinces, Public Works Department, to E. C. Bayrey, Esquire, Secretaryjﬁzj,;'

IN reply to your docket without number and date, fOI'Wardiﬁo&"

copy of a letter from the Secretary of Sfate to the Governor General of
- India in Council, on the subject of alleviating famine in the Central
- ‘ Provinces by importation of rice
up the Godavery River, and call-
ing for an immediate report on
Sir A. Cotton’s suggestions, I
am desired to forward copy of
correspondence noted on the
margin, showing the action
taken by the Officiating Chief Commissioner in this matter.
+2. Barly in September, when the prospects of the aunfumn
harvest around Nagpore were very gloomy, and the quantity of grain
stoyed in Chutteesghur, Raepore, Bhundara and the Berar Districts
bordering the Wurdah and Pyngunga Valleys was but imperfectly
known, the Chief Commissioner telegraphed to Major Iaig to make
enquiries about the rice harvest in the Godavery Delta and coast
districts, and to report what quantity of rice he could dispatch
weekly by that route in case of necessity. :
8. - Major Haig’s report may be thus summarized : L
: ¢ That very large supplies of rice were available in the Godavery
"and Kistna Deltas for exportation, but that great difficulty would be
. cxperienced in the way of transport. That boats might, perhaps, be
hired in the lower parts of the river to convey the rice up to the foot
~ of the second barrier, but that above that point special arrangements
would have to be made. ‘Boats would have to be built to convey the
food to the foot of the third barrier, and above that land carriage would

... ‘Telegram to Major Haig, dated 7th Septem.
“ber 1868,
Major Yaig’s, veply, dated the &th Scptember,
No. 150-913. , '
A farther repert from Mujor Halg, dated 21st
September 1804, No. 161-063.
Chief Cowmissioner’s reply No. 314—3977, dated
Ist October, informing that a famine no longer
appears imminent and no furtber steps need be taken.

have to be.used.” Major ITaig further asked for one lakh of rupees
Lo to commence building boats, and an advance of two lakhs more to .
P p——e T s e CE TNE purceidséor Tice, - ‘

4. "Whilst these enquiries were under prosccution, a timely fall
- of rain relieved the Central Provinces generally from the worst anti-
cipations of a famine, and although it was clear that the whole country
would feel the pressure of high prices, yet it was believed that very
fow localities would suffer an absolute deficiency of foogl. Thg better
prospects too ‘of the harvest had had the effect of improving the
condition of the markets, and supplics from the food-yielding districts
became steady and constant. TRice came in from Chutteesghur,
wheat from the Nerbudda Valley, and the Berars gave up its stores
of jowarry, the surplus of past favorable years. Enquiries als{u
went to prove that the stores of these staples were not scant, and
that high prices would not fail to command a suppty of food. ¢
5. Under these circumstances, the Officiating Chief Commis.
sioner did not fecl himselt warranted in recommending the Govern-
ment of India to sanction such an outlay as onc lakh of rupees for
the construction of hoats,—an outlay it may be remarked which was
only preliminary and did not per se much advance the food propects
of the Nagpore Province, as it left untouched the great difficulty of
_the land carriage from the third barrier. Major Iaig proposed to
meet this by massing the famine touched population in places at or
near the river, but this measure, it appeared to the Chief Commis-
sioner, would be attended with all the hardships of a forced
emigration, and under which the old and infirm as well as the young
and weak generally succumb.
‘6. On the whole, Mr. Morris did not think the prospects of
largely increasing the food supply in the province by means of the

Godavery was favourable, or to be compared with the facilities offered -

by the Railways, and he therefore took no further steps to press that
| L : : S

oy U cay T . , . , . G e M
/ ‘//I,r; 'I‘- (r//“.f,f,/ Chame oo / b ‘\\ ' ’ !

,f'>f‘ . : /’ ) ' B -

o5 PR o ’ ' y / o Bags

f’ZZ; C&{W &, /7 . o

: - S Shyde,
32 From Major C. Porrarp, R. B, Seeretary to the Chief Commissioner of the Central)}l’;,{a/?{;""a‘?

-
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: “ RS A 55,1905 ' DR : 3 © 5240 1o availalle_for -the | or private / conld be glad to pe R
ST . e ' %{; he con/s;dcrs AMajor Haie’s B 2 S be available for :,’cl_le yiver wm-k.:,. or private traders wou e glad to pureliase b deiu

W v, TIVEX into n.Otlce as a source gi-Supply, J © : ¥ them, though possibly at a reduction in their value, If immediate sanction could //,/ P

¢ - - reports on its capabilitics as most val}lable. - . Co £ be granted, I would have the parts of such boats put in hand here, at Dowlais~ i ,
Tt shows how useful this navigation may yet be to Central I_ndl_a' : T y “}\, ' warrum and at Caleutta, and have them sent up to Ruchampilly, carted 12 miles
and even should the exports prove for many years meagre and insig- L : h across to the upper end of the barrier and there put together. Yor those required -
nificant, an improved condition of the river may ecause it to take its . : - above that barrier, and those below a lakh of rupees, should be gravted a$ once. T e e

- . place as a food carrier; but if this end be contemplated, the scheme L 5. In the next place T would urge that we ought, for a similar reason, at

. . P s . P once to purchase and begin carrying up rice. As far as the purchase at Coconada
mu Ch Comm n hinks, be carried out in its full . H ylag up . : . S .
i;t:trr’ itt he tef O ISSIOv er b » e lx"le 6 1o it -~ - 1sconcerned, we should be quite sure of selling again at any time, perbaps at a . -

13 ' . L >
y.

profit, certuinly at small loss, whatever quantity we might have there, so that the

oo e S T
R i da ity

~
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B
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' A o e l - e only part of the purchase, respecting the ultimate disposal of which there could A
/q/ w3 Telegram,—Trom Major Portarn, Nagpore, to Majer ITatg, Doomngoodium,—j%ﬂ be any risk or uncertainty, would be simply that which we should have carried up - =-* :
77 . . Dated the 7th September 1868, between this time and the date when it will be known for certain whether there . =

is likely to be famine or scarciiy or not, and I suppose, in a couple of months’ time
at most, uncertainty upon that point will be at an end. In that short time we
should have carried up comparatively little, so that the risks involved in an imme-
diate purchase would be small. T think two lakhs might with much advantaze
be invested in this way, and that immediate sanction to commence carrying up
the rice by any available means should be given. The river is particularly favor-
able this year for boat trafiie, being so very low, but doubtless the naviration

ExqQuIze from Agent at Coconada what are the rice harvest prosf;ects on the ;
Last Coast, and how mueh rice he thinks he could despatch weekly up the Godavery
= ~ in case of a famine around Nagpore,

' g '
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‘ From the Superiutending Engineer of the Upper Gudavery Circle, to the Secretary o
‘ , to Chief Commissioner, Pablic Works Department, Central Provinces,—No.

) e : contral 1) i \ , _ : ‘
150-913, dated Doomagoodium, ?he bth September 1865, i . during the dry months will be proportionably unfavorable, as the quantity of
: ) Wrrn reference to your telegram received last evening, calling for information K v water will probably be so much less than in ordinary years. Never, within the
' ‘ as to the harvest prospects on the coast, and the quantity of rice that could be sent . el ¥, memory of man, has .the Godavery heen so low throughout the Hood season as it
weekly up the Godavery in case of a famine, I have the honor to state that 1 have R ‘1} !;as'beeu this yeur,—in fa.ct, we have had no high floods at all, I suppose this must
summoned Mr. Dennison, the Agent, Transport an | Supply Division, to meet me ) g oy indicate a very lxlrmted rainfull over the river valley g_enem]ly. )
here as soon as pos-ible for eonference upon the matter, and that a steamer leaves ' i t ; o 6. Lastly, it occurs to me to sugeest whether it may not now be expedient to
this morning to bring him up. IIe will probably be here by the end of the week, ‘ ; " ] come to some (lecx§10n reqax:dmg the third barrier }vorks. .
" when I shall wyself have returned from the second barrier for which I am just ; if, @ g The great difficulty in case of a famine being that of transporting the food
starting. '~ o - - I ‘ 4l - required for a popula}wn scaliered over such an immense area; the more we can
9. Meantime T am enabled to report that the price of rice on the cnast - | { ‘ conceutrzll‘te the peop?e lr: larze bodies, and the nearer those bodies are_to ‘fzhe. base
continues vory low, about 23 seers (of 2 Ths.) for the rapee, and in recard to the - . {‘ : o of.. supp ms,_tthso lc:es 't_;e dx(ﬁ(zlul\tfv of Feedlgq E.Femd. }ge]nceéos(}lpposu;g unﬁ;ge 8;
harvests which will he reaped in December, that, whatever may be their outturn in ’ : “ sefious scareity o Ixpvar, around Nazpore and Chanda, if 10, peopte ¢o
: o Y A e ay Rl : " collected at the third baxrier, a certain amount of relief would be afforded,~~an amount
the comparatively pritrigated districts north of the Godavery in the deltas of this ' 4 ; ‘o gt
. river an!l of Lbc’KiSLna there will be the usaal abundant ¥ s g \ j ! much greater in prOI‘)OrthD than the mere figures would indicate, as ?he_]aboprers .
T aarelus fqn-’éxportation, As far at loast as § un t‘m _‘T"P'l “;é; an immense i ; collected would be of the very poorest class who could sulfr most in famine times.
b It)he/(%odavery ave concorned, the supnl ;v‘iulmp‘;: 8 Imt‘bl fxe vagpore country Of course, with the views I have ventured to maintain regarding third barrier works,
J ilable means of transport ? ey certainly  be 4f 1D excess of the : i -on N I may Dbe suspected of one-sided motives in making this suggestion, but that does not
B POt \ - ! wE ‘ g much signify. The question is, whether the information already obtained suffices
3. Should a famine occur, the one difficulty with us will be to provide the - : R ? ‘ - for a decision as to whether a boat canal at that barrier should be constructed or not. .
means of transport ; in other words, the number of Loats required to carry up the ‘ - . - i C o The practicability of such a canal has heen established. and as fn eost. the detailed . o w2« sy
i .. ... Jmmense guantities of rice that would be required.  'We shall have in very good S i o 1:/;;v*’Wwf&‘é"fswwﬁfohﬂw‘e have, and on which'the detalicd "esdonte 13 about~to be tramed,” - I
~ % 2, ST hme Three Hew steimerstto ruu VSlow wire scoomibariel, buv only ous of whese’ iy C S T ; o wonld enable me to submit, if required, an approximate estimate which would

© provided with a suitable seb of barges, Wo require then, and that in any ecase
' whether the apprehended special need of carriaze should ari;e-or not, two more
sets of barges to make these steamers efficient. Below the second barrier moreover
.. - .we shall no doubt be able to hire a larze number {I cannot say bow man,v until I - :
TR have seen Mr: Dennison) of the common native boats from the delta; Lut ‘
, . z}bove ghat barrier we have neither boats nor steamers, and it would ‘be nec:sqar
immedialely to commence ‘the consiruction of a number of the former We /n;'xk)c;
light iron punts, of simall size, suitalle to the shoal navigation of the "river in‘its
present unimproved state, which carry 10 tons in a draft of about a foot of water
g;ll;e cg)m::n;:n n_al%we tb:l]iilcsi ofwix(i)((:)h there is but the one description in this part oé
country, will not tuke above or Bis apie ; '
be requinad b onrny & toc 500 Ths apiece, say that five of them would

‘ . One such little punt then would carry as much as 50 bandies, and if we could )

b}ui_ld SOoof them, we should have an addition to our means of transport equal to

that of 2,500 carts, a most Important consideration, as all available means of land

\ carriage would be required to forward the rice from the point where the water
carriage would cease, viz., foot of third barrier,

T Now, unless uninediate sanction o constract a number of such boats be |
, . given, it is absolutely certain that we could not complete them in time. :

It will be too late to wuit until all doubt as to famine is at an end, for whatever .
7

amount of money might thea be given, our utmost efforts would he unavailing, A
certain time, say three months,

tim would be needed for tha constructi e boats. . L
g0 that if immediate sanction » eonstruction of thevo boats,

to commence the iv ¢
» m were given, they would not be .. H
ready before 15th December, - RIven, ey - o

If therefore the present state of the or
fears for the.safety of the barvest, I w
" Justifies an immediate and larg ¢

. certainly be within 10 or 20 per' cent. of the truth, s'u[ﬁciently near under the

circumstances. + 1t appears fo me then tha.t the q.uestlon‘o'ught. now to be_af, once
" entertained by the Government, whetl}er an lmrqedlate decxslou_upou this point is

not advisable. It should be il_nmedm.te i:or'thls_reason., 1‘:hab if Iab:)reslhave to be

collected from a country in which famine is imminent, it is of the first importance

that they should be brought to the point, where they ean bfz fed, as soon as possible

in order to relieve the pressure upon the means of subsistence hefore 1t becomes

very serious, and also, in order that they may reach the place where they arc to be

emplayed before they have been so weakened by starvatipu as to be unable to do a

; Pl ‘ ‘ ‘

i d;.y SEWVZi;'con‘sideratirm is on thp s_ide of immediate action. I l»ave' therefore . ‘
. ventured to make these suggestions in ignorance of. course as to the precise nature
of the emergency, but with a view to contributing towards the general fund of
information as to ways and means in case a famine should actually oceur. .

iy S
B i = S
,

’ ‘ [ tﬁe Superintending Engineer, Upper God:.\very Circlg, to the Sccretary to the
’ ; ‘ I‘rqm Chief 80mmissiuner of the Central Provinces, Public Works Department,— .
I | - No. 161-963, dated Doomagoodium, the 21st September 1863, :

Ix continuation of my No. 150-9183, dated 7th instant, and with reference to
your telegram of 7th instant, I have };he honor, after con_sultat.lon with the Supetin.
tendent, Transport and Supply Division, to submit the following report upon the
practicability of affording relief to the Nagpore couatry, in the event of famine,

Ly importing rice by the Godavery. - .

d ln;p 1'l‘he proschts of the rice harvest on the coast are very good. In the

irriated tracts in the deltas of the Godavery and Kistna the crop which is always
o

sccure, promises to be at least up to the average in point of yield, and in the

ey

op3 is such as to cause serious
ould strongly urge that that alone ‘ "

- S Ny 3 -
N __,\\\‘ RN T e "‘\‘\‘N“-\_Z\‘?\\

. e expenditure on preparations for a famine ’
which may after all prove umunecessary, 1 think ﬁ-e psh;u]d deal with the i districts to the north, good crops are also expected. - The -be:tf pro of -o,f tgg
matter on preciselv the same principles as a merchant does in shipping a o general confidence upon this subject is in the continued low price of rice, viz,,
cargo of goods. . Ile pays a large sum down for insurance failine that, though ; to 24 scers {46 to 50 lbs.) per rupee. ) .
his goods may arrive i perfectb walety, be bay aft?cr o ,ouly ?) il e e l _ 8. There appear to be no reliable statistics as to the amnunt‘?f' t}lef rfce c;)f
: - money value of the risk incurred. In-the present ense, the greater part of the T ' of any of the coast districts. The usual native estimate, Mr, Dennison informs me,
L boats that we should build would come in for use eventaally, - Bither they would ' (‘J ) : \ 3
s e T . I | , E .. ; | -
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72 of the outturn of that of the Geflavery District 1s 30,00,000 bags, of which

a4

Sof ¢ : ;
20,00,000 are required for home consumption, and the remainder is available for

export, Allowing for the jowarry and other dry graius grown and consumed in the
- unirrigated talooks above the annieut, 1 think that the above estimate of the

Jocal consumption is probably approximately correct.

v 4. The only returns of the exports by sea which T possess are those furnished

by the last monthly report of the Coconada Chamber of Commerce, and these relate
‘to exportsin English and French bottoms only, and those only from the port of
Coconada. The exports from other small ports and in native craft are not included.

The following is the retarn alluded to t—

* Comparative exporls of rice from Coconada.

To Europe, | To Indian
- Bags. ports. Bags. Total.
From st January to 1st September 1863 ceres 4,826 4,826
o _— . . 1806 £6,154 66,154
» o » 1567 9,96 25,689 35,615
» 2 <, 18681 56,401 63,488 1,24,8%9

_The bag contains 164 lbs: of rice.
Allowing for the exports by land into the surrounding districts, it would still
- be hard to account for the surplus of one million bags above estimatel. On the
other hand it seems quite certain that the total crop cannot be less than above
"stated, inasmuch as the official returns show that 400000 acres out of the
- 10,00,000 acres below the annicut are now irrigated : and taking the average out-
turn at the very moderate guantity of 800 seers, or 1,600 Ibs. per acre, the total
would be 820,000,000 seers, or 4,000,000 bags.
5. With regard, however, {0 that portion of the last year’s erop yet available
for export in the distriet, Mr. Dennison estimates that, if immediate sunction were

) given, he eould purchase 50,000 bags before the new erop comes in, viz, the begin-
T O Gy T oStz T 1 AT PEIR
enough the Kistna District could doubtless furnish a further quantity, and in any

case no difficulty 'wonld be found in bringing over as many mare shiploads ss

" might be’ re.qmred fromy the other side of the Bay. Mr. Dennison, howeve
particularly impressed upon me the fact that rice cannot be purch,aced in thr’
Godaw{ery Districet in very large quantities at short notice, since it is uknivcrc- He

’kept in the busk, and'ls.only cleaned and broucht inte Coconada for ex or};d 'y

' orders are received. It is important to bear this in mind. Labor in that I:]istrid:
is scarce and expensive owing to the great spread of cultivation, the activit at tli '
ports, and the demands of the Public Works Department.” No great u:{n‘tit i‘

' paddy can, therefore, be converted into rice at short notice. It is Decesa ('ltlnt t{n:' ’
should be allowed, and that, in the event of large shipments u} river bci?rr e i ]0
early 601‘(1%?'2}0 commderéce purchasine should be given. S TR
* 6. With regard to the available means of trans iv ink
but little help is to be expected from the Governnl;z(lelnlzpoi’f];olt)%];heﬁrrlfteriml ‘:hink'zbl}t
§0 .entxre]y oceapied with the traneport of stores for the works ; and ,secotn(;hgeéan:z
;E (:15{ qnoi\r\)r ;:)zlt(llvnt ﬂ}mt tijh]e nartt'?wuess of the passages cleared last year through the

8 1 reaches below the second barrier will very soon preven b
i)ma:l] sti:}\]menl-ls 1;1unltimg any longer, and they are of"very lirt)tle 18152 ?:1?, t‘::jirlxlr]f
oor; 1\3 oth :r Rz:jﬂa : r‘; \frfgrs;e%siq?i?: no ;ogbtttbat a number of native boats may be

o : strict sfficient to carry up a larg i ice.

g'éngee tz‘c%zx}rs ago, when a sudden failore of the supplies )at tphe ﬁ’:;?ebgfrz;z:lgoﬁfivﬁgg,

t .0] t msi boats were employed at one time. Mr. Dennicon thinks we may .
cer :inn y reckon upon this number, but T mysclf am disposed to think his estimate
too low, 1qasrnuch as the{e are nearly 2,000 boats actually registered and licensed
for trafiic in the de}ta, besides many more of a smaller class which ply on the river
abqve. Mr. Dennison, however, considers that as a larcer number are of too large

a size to work profitably on the river during the dry m%nths, ag, moreover, the tr?p

right through to the second Darrier is quite a new thing to almos! all the delta

beatmen, and as the traffic on the delta canals this year is brisk, we could not
safely reckon on obtaining more than the number I have mentioned.

7. Such boats will carry 250 bags apiece, and provided that an efficient esta.
blishment is n.ml.nt:nnenl on the 1iiver to render as~istance at shoals and to prevent
the boatmen idling, they would make ome trip (to Lnchampilly and back) ina
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month. If left to themselves, and t5 {Feir own slovcnly: ways, they will take double -

that time ; but there is not the slightest necessity for this, and if I am permitted
to engage a sufficient establishment, the boatmen can be made to do proper work.
Reckoning from 1st November to 1st My, there would be six months of naviga.
tion, during which each boat would make six trips.

Thus the total quantity carried would be—

Boats, Bags. Trips. Bags.
300 x 250 Xx 6 = 450,000

ot 36,000,000 seers, At an average allowance of 4rd seer per head (3 seer per
each parent and } seer for each of three children), this quantity would support one
million of people for 108 days, or 500,000 people for seven months. This would be
an important contribution towards the support of the people of the Chanda and,
perhaps, Wurdah Districts in case of actual famine. High prices would have to be paid
not on account of the actual, but of the imaginary, difficulties of the navigation ; for,
as already remarked, the delta boatmen are as yet quite ignorant of the river above
the first barrier,-and will not readily believe that it is really easier navigation than
that below, or be induced to try it on a large scale at such short mnotice without
some very substantial inducements.

8. As far up then as the second barrier, I have no doubt that we could carry
a very large quantity of food, but at that point the real difficulties of the transport
would commence. We have not a single boat above that barrier. The common ,
country carts will not carry more than 8 bags (492 lbs.) each, and would probably
take a month to make the trip from Enchampilly to Chanda. At this rate, to
carry 400,000 bags in six months would require 22,000 carts, a number which I
uld be impossible to collect, even if there were nof the urgent demand
hich there certainly would be in the more northern districts to dis-
tribute the grain imported by rail as well for import ¢id Sumbulpore. Even if
this number could be collected, or the half or quarter of it, it would be impossible to
find food for the cattle. 1 have travelled three or four times over that route and know
the difficulty there often isin the hot months to procure food for even half a

- dozen carts.
9. I can suggest o

by immediately building

guppose it wo
for carriage w

nly two methods of diminishing this diiculty—one,
a pumber of boats and placing them in the reach
above the-second barrier ; and second, by drawing the distressed population down
river as far as possible to meet the supplies. Af(:,er consulting the Executive
Lngineer in charge of Workshops, first barrier, I think that if immediate sanction
could bo given we could build 50 small iron bouts and send them over the second
. barrier into the reach above by January. Such boats: we now put into the water
en o Arsft. .of faneincbes, . sud an185nchoe thef woald-cavriat bsast Y2 %00, and 'S
would work to the end of the season.
as 12 x 5 == 60 carts, and the whole 50 would be an addition to the available means
of transport equal to 3,000 carts. We could "mau them without difficulty. They
would carry up to foob of third barrier about 12,000 bags per month. This,
however, is not the fifth part of what cogld !Je d(_ahvered at_the second barrier, so that
in any case the quantity of fpod which it W_lll be possible to convey beyond that
oint will depend almost entirely on the available means of land transport, and I
should fear that these will be found to fall very far short of the requirements of the
se,
. 10. I believe that I have mnow given all the information I can upon this

subject. I think that, to the extent I have r.ne.ntioned, the river may be relied upon
for the import of food. But it m_ust.be flxstxnctly understood that this is only on
the supposition £kat immediate sanction is given for the purchase and dispateh of rice
up river, and for the construction of boats, as well as for the entertainment of any

establishment which I may find necessary to facilitate and expedite the passage of
the boats.

. From the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, Public
Works Department, {o the Superintending Engineer, Upper Godavery
Circle,—No. 814-3977, dated Nagpore, the 1st October 1868. -

Trge Chief Commissioner’s acknowledgments are due you for tk  aluable
information contained in your letter No. 150-913, dated 8th ultimo, 1. orting on
the harvest prospects on the coast, and the quantity of rice that could be sent up
the Godavery in case of famine. In reply to which I am desired to state that,
though there may be scarcity in some places, all fear of anything like a famine is
at an end, at least in the southern districts of the Central Provinces.

2. . Therefore, while no attempt will be made at present by Government to
import grain on its own account #id the Godavery, Mr. Morris is of opinion that

private traders might with advantage be encouraged and invited to do so.
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No. 264. From J. Grocuecaw, Esquire, Under Secretary to the' Government of 1:1600, dated No. 133

Officiating Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces,—No.
the 29th January 1569, ’ , s
I aM directed to ackncwledge the recciPt,of your Secretaliyts
letter No. 25-346, dated the 22nd instant, relative to the proposat o
. alleviate scarcity in the Central Provinces by importing rice up thg
Godavery River, and in reply to state that Mis L.xcellency
Governor General in Council approves of your proceedings.

No. 601 . 5
Cory of the correspondence forwarded to the Public Wor ts
“Department, with reference to the endorsement to that Department,
.No. 115, dated the Oth inctant.

. REronTED fo the Right on’ble the Sccretary ?f State for India
in Revenue letter No. 10 of 1869, dated the Sih Tebruary.
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