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: ReveExUE DEPARTMENT, , 5
= : ‘ Forr Saivt GEORGE, !
. ~ ‘ : 27 th May, 1869. )
: No. 1,499. - -k
No. 643. : 1
To -

Tue SECRETARY T0 TGE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
, FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Sir,

.

Separate Revenuc, No. 24. Tae Board of Revenue have
— recently brought to the notice of Gov-
ernment that advantage has becn taken
) ~ of the facilities afforded bj the Pattern- f&tf{"‘{— P
Post to obtain from England consignments of jewellery without payment of Iinport
“Duty, and that the ordinary Post has been similarly used for the purpose of trans-
mitting gold thread from Pondicherry, which is a free port, to Madras.
9. The Advocate-General i of opinion that goods so received are contraband, :
and liable to confiscation; and he advised that the Customs authorities should apply !
to the Pcstmaster-(}cnerali to act under Section 60 of the Postal Act, Ehiclkgi_}'ﬁi_ . /‘5., .
_ the Officer in charge of a Post Office authority, whenever he suspects that any paci;et‘ T e
contains & contraband article, or any article on which Duty is owing to Government, -
to summon the party to whom the packet is addressed, and to open it in his presence.

Customs.

e

\ 3. The Collector of Sea Customs acting on this advice has, with the aid of
+  the Postal authorities, made several seizures of goods addressed to a Trading Firm,
and the Board of Revenue have approved of his proceedings, being of opinion that,
though a sjstematic examination of Postal parcels and letters is to be deprecated,
~such occasional examin?,tions as have recently been undertaken; at the instance Of e, A
the Collector of Sea Customs, are absolutely necessary in the interests of the public )

revenue. , J

4. The Board drew attention to the fact that, unless the provisions of Section
60 of the Postal Act, under which the Officer in charge of a Post Office is authorised
to refuse to receive 2 packet for transmission beyond Indian limits, unless accom-
panied by o Custom-house Pass, are occasionally acted upon, an easy opportunity
would be afforded for the smuggling of Opium from Madras—a practice which
the recent seizures by the Custom-house Officers had only lately been the means of

checking.

5. The Boardalso submitted certain correspondence, which passed some time
back between the.Director-General of the Post Office and the Chief Commissioner
of Customs at Bombay, from which it appeared that the Government of India are
decidedly averse to & frequent resort t0 the procedure authorised by Section 60 of
the Postal Act; and they also referred to a telegram which haslately been received
by the Postmaster- General, to the effect that the Government of India do not

approve of any systematic snterference with the contents of the Mails.



© -~ 6.~ This Govornmont are of opinion that it is essentially necessary that s0me .
* ateps should be taken to stop the practice of sending by P?st flutia.ble.a.rh.cle? “
without payment of Duty. As evidence of the urgency of action in this ilg(}f};g,’;
they may point to the fact brought to notice by the Board in paragt:aph 0t o n; {
letter, that a shipper of jewellery in London actually pr?posed to his cons ituen
at Madras to forward batches of watches, from time to time, I.)y Post in order tok
escape Duty. 1f the contents of the Mails are never to be examined for the purpose

of checking this practice, a most dangerous opening ‘.Viu be given for cor.xtrabanq
traffic, and advantage will be taken of the liberal policy of Government 1n Po_stgl .
atters to evade their fair demands for Customs Duty. ! AR
e \ ' .M 7. .Iam ez rdingly directed to
» Proceedings of Government, dated 15th May gubmittho papers* toihe Government of
. .;569' N°S'Y3A{’7'and 368. . ‘ India, and to request that His Excellency
the Viceroy in Council will pass such orderson tlm\mat cer as to him may seem propers
< 8., In the meantime the Government, ¢ -.urriug in the views of the Board
. ' L ‘ of Revenue. as expressed in paragraph 15
of their 1t + have approved of the
. ) _ ; ~~ "ers which1 v haveissued to the Col-
lector of Sca Customs alluded t. in paragr » 8, anc W=~ suthorised that Officer to !
make occasional application tu the Posta ar+horitics for an examination of the

Mails. b

t Dated ‘3rd April 1862,

. . * I have the honor to be, -
R L e L Sir, ’ |
. ‘-}» S L Y(_)ur‘ most obedient servant.-
(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government.

et

_Exd F. R. Bantlemsn. -
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