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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Dzpartment,
25th May 1869.

No. 591. Read the following letter from the Officiating Conservator of Forests,
to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint
George, dated Camp at Manantoddy, 17th March 1869, No. 1,244 :—
WiTH reference to paragraph 12 of the Government Order, No. 2,155, of the
13th of Augustlast, I have the honor to inform };ou that a Labor-Contract Law, with -
provisions somewhat as follows, seems oo raquired in this Pvesidency :—  , ~

ls_t,——TheTnaster and the workman to fulfil their contract under penalty of
a heavy fine; failing payment of the fine, imprisonment and a moiety of earnings
whilst in prison to go to the défravded party ; .

2nd,—-Partiés enticing away workmen from their contracts, or harboring the
same knowingly,-to be liable to fine or imprisonment, or both. Lo

9. Under the present system, our Officers may go to considerable trouble and
expense in sendifig a long distance for ‘coolies, axemen, etc.; contracts may be -
entered into for 4 certain period and advances made, the workmen, however, may
any day be carri_f)’d off by any planter’s Maistry, or a Department Public Works
Maistry, who may choose to offer them slightly advanced rates; and we have no
proper redress: the coolies pay back their advances, being placed in funds by the
party who beguiles them away, but we' can recover nothing for our trouble and
expense in collecting ‘them. If we take them before a. Magistrate, they are only
compelled to pay’ back their advances, and our work may be stopped at a most
important time. * Again, we give a cart contractor, or a gang of axemen, an advance
upon a contract to coinmence work on a certain date, and complete it in a given
period, instead of fulfilling the contract, he or they at once go off to work out a
former contract on which they have received advances from some one else, and
there is no attempt to undertake our contract till long after the time it has expired j
and if the work is eventually carried out, or the advance refunded, we have no
redress, and we lose the interest of the money, and our work is retarded. It often,
however, happens that our advances have been expended on other work, or simply
made away with, and the contractor has not the power to carry out the work even
at a subsequent date ; if we get him imprisoned for this, we lose all claim to any
recovery of our advances, except through an expensive civil suit.

3. The want of some simple law on this subject is, I believe, felt by all plan-
ters in our Presidency, and tends to increase the price of labor. Any one wishing
to keep their laborers under the present system, must be prepared to outbid all
competitors, or crimps from other estates even after they have entered into con-
tracts. Any planter now may be made a great sufferer by a Department Public
Works Oilicer, or a neighbouring planter, or even some contractor at a distance,
offering a fabulous rate in some case of emergency, he must outbid this rate, or else
have his work come to a standstill. :

No. 592. . OgpEr THEREON, 25th May 1869, No. 1,469.

Forests, No. 26. ORDERED to be recorded.

(True Extract.) :

’ (Signed) H. WELLESLEY,
. coe J Acting Under-Secretary to Government.
To the Officiating Conservator of Forests. '

Ezxd. F. R. Bantleman.
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