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I’roceeding: _qf the Madras Goternment, Revenue Department,
21st iMay 1869,

No. 524. Read the following letter from the Consulting Engineer for Railways,
to the Secretary to Governinent, Public Worls Department, dated Madras,
8th April 1869, No, 117 :— .

AGREEABLY to tho instructions conveyed in the Order of Government, dated the
' 8th February 1869, No. 403, I have the
honor to submit a letter® from the Agont
of tho Madras Railway Company, which shows that, calculating on the average
prices during the last five years, the cost of coal at the stations along the North-
West Line beyond Cuddapah may be sct down as ranging between Rupees 33 and
Rupces 40 per ton! As coal is the cheapest kind of imported fuel, and as three tons
of firewood aro considered equivalent to one ton of coal, it may fairly be assumed
that the Madrus Railway Comnpany will be able to pay from Rupees 10 to Rupcees 12
per ton of firewood at the stations beyond Cuddapah.

-

® No. 115, dated 15th March 1869.

2. Jlic Locomotive Superintendent of the Madras Railway Company informed
mo last fear that he could uot afford to pay more than Rupees 5} per ton at those
stutions ; but this rajp was calculated upon the cost of firewood taken from the
Balapully jungles, which is now about Rupees 4} per ton delivered at Cuddupah.
There can be no doubt that if, froin any cause, the supply of firewood frowm the
existing tracts of natural forest wero iuterrupted, tho Railway Cumpuuy would
gladly pay a price much in excess of that named by Mr. Barton Wright.

3. The cost of firewood is at present.rcgulated entirely by the rate of

- scigniorage charged by Government.
t Vide G. 0O, ‘Rcvcnue Department, 8th April  Thig wag lately raisedt from 6 Annas per
1868, No. 949. T 1,000 Ibs. to 10 Aunas, or to 22} Annas

per ton.  Thero can, bowever, bo no doubt that, even with this enhanced rate of
scigniorago, the cost of firewood cut in the Government Jungles is at present far
below the cost of production. Such a condition is not ouly wrong in principle

but operates most prejudiciully by preventing the growth of firewood by private
enterprise.  The opinion of the Govern-

$Vide@.0., R. D., No. 2,061, 10th Nov. 1864, . todly recorded as
* 596, 2nd May 1863, C0t !'“ beeng repeatedly .
tothe impolicy of allowing it to continue.

159, 15th Jan. 1867. ’ !
Its vicious opcration is shown most
he casec with which firewood can be

clearly in tho present iustance, whero t ,
obtaincd from the Government jungles furnishes the Ruilway authorities with an .
argument against paying a price more nearly resembling the cost of production ;
and such au argument necessarily tends to provent any artificial cultivation, even

A}

by the ageney of the Forest Departimont. .

4. So fur as the railways in this Presidency are concerned, the question is one
of vital importance. - For their supplies of coke and coal they are, iu all proba-
bility, likely to be fur ever dependcut upon extcrual sources; and in the ovent of

- Euglund being engaged in a naval war, the neurest availuble source of supply

would be the coal-ficlds of Northeru India, from which a land carriage of eome 2,000
miles would be incvitable. Under those circuinstances, if thero were no resorve of
firewood from which to draw their supplies of fuel, the ruilways could not be
worked, cxcept at a cost lurgely in cxcess of tho present rates, -



fuel during the years 1867 and 1868 by th

Proceedings of the Madras Goverament, Revenue Department,
215t May 1869.

5. The following table shows thie consumption in tons of the different kinds of
e Railway Comnpanies in this Presidency:—

o A ,
Madras Railway. i Great Southern of | Conj o | B
¥8- | India Railway. | onjc\::;m Rail- | Total.
| . ‘
1
1867. | 1868. [ 1867. '
5 I 1868, 1867. ‘I 1868. 1867. 1868.
Coke, .. .0 1488 | 1.900 | ' ' '—
" Cole, ... Y 5191 | 3’584 | 23 32| ... r
(1 “oe 34 y H 3,613 ------ l.dll ',941
Patent Fuel,.. | 364 | 3,259 S 0 94 88T a8
Firewood, ... 149,235 {48,088 || 1,923 | 5923 | 14 367 1| 51,978 | 50858
— e Py ' ‘ ! '

. 6. I . ' &) M s - ——— =
n the year 1863 the weight of - firewood consumed by the Madras Ruilways -.

was 0 8: : .

ros O ;:‘ :;n;mz:;m::? this (:md increased to 51,172 tons, and in 1368 to 54,358

may bo cxpoca}d toginz an1 03 of the cxtf:nt to which the demand for ﬁrev;ood

Taking thoes tone of & rcaso vshen. the Ruilway system becewes moro extended: '
rewood as equivalent to onc ton of other fuel, the consumption

of firewood amounted, during the years 1867 and 1368

the total quantity of fuel used. » to about sixty per cent. of

7. 'l'aking those fucts 1 ¢
. cts into considerati '
of a furtl isio deration, I venture to s ability
icr revision of the rate of sclgniorag:). As above ;‘;Ef: s:hth(; 3‘3".‘5“1"1“)’-
e last increase -

in the rate was fro
rom 8 Annas to 10 Annas per 1,000 lbs. From the papers printed -

with the Order® of Government, dated -

proposal had then beon made b-y the Forest the 15th J anuary 1867, I observe thata

Department to rai '
per 1,000 Ibs, I recommend that this rato be ndOPItled, n?&steh'::ea:xn:rtlo l}lupt:ebl
y date be,

named, after which the scigniorage shall be Rupee 1 per 1,000 1bs., or R 2.4-0
) .y ulm. -

*Revcoue Department, No. 159.

7 ton. .
per ton. This incrcase should not, however, bo final ; and the rato shiould be
’ 1

gradually raised, until it becomes mor

: 1l 1t be ¢ nearly assimi i
Whether, keepmfg this iu viow, it will bo necg.ssa:;uzn:‘d v tlto cost of prod}xcuou.
parts of the Presidency, is not for me to say Terying rates for different

8. TUpon this point I be '

g to remark that, wheni ‘
Conservator of Forests to charge the enhanced s;ivni:r;;::;czz?; ‘:znt(lledpb?; th;
g ie Railwa

,'10-0-. Revenue Department, 15th January 1867 Company, the Government declaredt

No. 15 ’
0. 159, paragraph 12. the proposal to be wrong in_principle,

and ruled thatdiferent prices sliould not

be charged to different custoiners, and that whatever price was fixed on must bo

_spplicable to the gen 1 publi . )
general public as well as to the Railway Company. I presuine, :

ﬁ.\e;’Cfolrc, that it was owing to an over-’
- sight that rder® ;.
1868, No. 939, was made applicable to the Railway C::::;)g; ?x:l; f oo derlt

- .I tuke this opportunity to represent to Government tho vc;y great import- .
_g.nco which I attach to the early formation of a Firewood Plantation, on an extens
sivo scale, at some convenient point upon either bauk of the Cauvery abovo Erode.
So ft\r_:.u tho railways aro concerned, the situation would be a singularly favors |

¢ Revenue Dcpartment.
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“decisive action in this matter.
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able one, inasinuch as s large supply of firewood delivered at Erode would be
available for the Madras Railway in both directions, and for the Great Southern of
India Railway. With water-carriage to Erode, available throughout most of the
year, it matters little Low far it is necessary to go up the Cauvery before a suitable
sito is reached. -

10. Ia 8 letter, dated the 12th May 1868, the Officiating Conservator of
Forcsts informed me that hic had under consideration the formation of a large Fire-
wood Plantation on the banks of the Cauvery necar Cauverypooram, s0ro fifty miles
above Erode. It was with very great
regret that I learnt in s letter,® which I
have the honor to submit, that up to the Oth ultimo no progress had been made
towards forming the plantatios, and that it was doubtful whether suitable land could
be obtained. I beg that the Forest Departinent may be urged to tuke early aud
Tle progress of denudation in the jungle tracts,

* No. 1,217, 8th March 1869.

whicli bave hitherto fed the milways, renders the quostion ouoc of national imnport-
ance, und no sinall plantation vear Bhowany can remedy the evil. It isdifficult to
believe in the existence of eny insuperable difSculty in the way of acquiring suitable
vitcs for the cstablishment of plantations on 8 sufficiently large scale. _

11. In reply tomy inquirics the Agents of the Madras and the Great Svutheran
Railways stated last year thut they could not afford to pay more than Rupees
4} aud Rupecs 5}, respeetively, per tou of firewood dclivered at Frode. Theso
rates were, howevcer, calculated with refcrenco to the cost of firewood obtained from
the Walliar and Caroor jungles, and had uo relation to the price paid for coke or coal.
Looking to the cost of imported fuel during late ycars I have no doubt that, if
the rato of scigniorago wero raised, the authoritics of both railways would find it
to their iuterest to pay from Rupees 8 to Rupees 10 per ton of firewood delivered
at Erode. o

12. In their Order,tdated the 2nd
May 1865, the Goyernment directed the

attention of the Madras Railway Company to the neccessity of their taking steps for
the growth of firewood to meet their future requirements. The views expressed
tive of tho Board of Dircctors ; and,

by Govcrninent wero brought to tho no .
activg under ‘their instructions, the Agent applied for and obtained two small tracts

of wasto land in North Arcot favorably placed for plunting operations. Of these

he junction of the Palur and Poiny rivers, micasunng about

350 acres, aud the other ucar tho Soornamovky rivor, measuring about 210 acres.

Beforo the commcncement of any opcrations, however, the Sccretary of §tate

expressed$ his refusal to autherise &

Letter from Undvr-Smﬂlr’ Of State to BO“d miany (bu‘l)a“)v to e“,bnrk in .uch an
of Directors, dated 2:2nd March 1846 . . liioits of i -

' enterpriso outside the lunits of 1ts own

o 5th July 1866, No. 239, I recommendod

4 Revenueo Departinent, No. 896. a

one was situated near t

*
*

ty ; and inm letter to you dated th GG
!:1:::)05:1' l::d alrcm)l'y taken up b'y the Railway authoritics should be handed over

to the Couservator's departmont, with a view to ita being planted out. Subscquently
o the Secrctary of Statc was induced§

§ Letter {mm.l,'ude.r-Sccrohry' of State toBoard to re-consider his objections, and to
of [;i'r‘;ct&ub dacsc& QJ()::\Ii:’l’ll;g;&NO- L. autliorisc, as a special casc, the forination
sde G. O.. ' of plantations upon the two sites in ques-

. -
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218t May 1869. Department,

:tion; but, after full considerati
3 1on by the Rail .
inexped way Committce, it w i
N pediont for the.Company to embark in the cultivatio; ofe ,ﬁ:tc:v:(;l e"‘d(;’ (tihto be
, 80 ctwo
Plots of land were® accordingly given up.
. o p]13L‘t.\ththcr or not the formation
n undertaken b antations upon these sites h
press upon Govemi:::: tll“ormt D?.partmfmt’ Lam ignoraut; but I muslt ?csu;sfu);lct
on the part of that depart:: otc Tl;my v;hwh vxists for immediate and “igoml:: nctioz
s . nt throu ttl istri :
‘which o A ghout those districts, at ] i
re, or are likely to be, traversed by milway,s l(;;s:}t: :;': 'meldc: :ly’
. cision of the

_®Vide G. 0., 4th Apri .
. pril 1867, No.
i 25th April 1867, No. 1,228 No. 1,046, an

) mt':untime the resources of the country,
e railways and the large towns, are Lein

of .the departient under ny con’trol I fcﬁ
tensive operutious being promptly undc,rtaken

. ; and, iy the interest
: mtg du?y to urge the necessity of ex
by the direct agency of the State
From tho Officiating Conlcrvaf;ot of Forests, to

the Consalti o .
Mysore, 9th Murch 1369'l;?°?°;‘:;°f for Railways, dated camp at

. Inreplyto -
your letter, N 7 .
that the quention » V- 74, of the 10th of Fel '
of a Fucl Pl : ebrusry, 1869, 1 h .
aatation near Cauverypooram ia gtill under c::esi:l}::::?norlto falorm you
ton, but it appears

. bo obtai
#mall plantation near Bhowany. sined.  Colonel Morgan, however, wishes to commence 8

¥ 2. Tlere is a consid

¥ crabl

10 all cases very o bc .

| oor vod tween Ad i
ol vy o s m‘; ol ot dupted e ot doui and the Tumbudra, but it is

.experiments in planting on md on the north bauk of the We are going fo commence

; Chittra. i
© Poar red soil, but I fear ;¢ will ne'\-.e!:’p:,"“' sod Labal iostitate

ras Railwg

mo, No. 52, | bave the h .
cownmunicatiog
Locomotive S\:pc

From the Agent and Manager of the Mad

Railways, dated Mad:
T4 reply to your lctter of the 10th ultj

Dt 13 e, 11 onoT to quote as fullows from a

r?celved to-day from tho Acting

oo rintendent :—

at Codl a%;:; the :}:3 upon which Mr. Wright formed
» 8nd Rupees 2-8-0 at statious along the

arc the hi : .
¢ bighest prices which thi, departmeut could afford to

**I'beg to express m
- ‘ y regret th
.'* bis calculation that Rnpmg2 at l-’::;:c::duablo

‘.: North-West Line beyond Cuddapah
poy for firewood per 1,000 Jbe. ’

' *3. With reference to

Lo gt ) paragraph 2, 1 3

! ::,:Imes during the last five )"ban,p viz. g::'cc?;llng ;
., um, sud Rupees 34 per ton for pateat fucl rer
St & ton of each of these throe demiptionl.o

':nbtm the averago prices charged to
or coke, Rupees 26 per ton for

(the latter havin
g bee .
f fuel would cogt as fou: used only during 1868,)

: Coko b
' Coal. P

Mogaen L BB MR R

dpazri, ... 3213 . A

S LT e RSy Mg

g ety and Adewi, T 312, 3613 0 “13 0

¢ generally consider that three tons of woodu;eqml toagml:folof oa: S

e ) a of coal or cuke.”
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
215t May 1869. ‘

- 9, T am sorry that Mr. Collinson is unable to furnish the data upon which Mr. Barton Wright
formed bis calculations, as to the prico which be could afford to pay for firewood at Erodo, Cudda-
pah, acd stations north of Cuddapah ; and if you desireit, I will, with pleasure, refer the question
to the Locomotive Superintendent who, as you are sware, is in England.

—

From Major R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of Forests, to the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated 12th May 1868, No. 378.

Wits reference to your letter, No. 138, of the 7th instant, and its enclosare, I have the Lonor to
inform you that the Collector of Cuddapab informs me that there is no land available between Cud-
dapah and Papagary river ; be states that the whole of it is in occupation, except 450 acres near
Camalapoor, of w.hich 250 scres have already becn planted with Babul by the late Collector, and the
remaining 200 acres are now being planted. '

2. 1 am in communication with the Colleetor of Bellary, with reference to land in his district
in the Adon; and Aloor Talooks; and if any quantity is available, I shall visit the localitios slortly.
I much fear the land is already occupied, as Mr. Robinson, one of the Railway Engincers, informs me
that he had great difficulty in procuring 8 few acres for Babul plantation. Plantations undor our
department would only bave a chance of paying if on & very large scale; if under small ares, they .
would be better under the talook authorities. Thbe cost of wood from artificial plantation in dry
districts like Bollary will be very much in excess of what the Railway are paying for their fuel fromn
the patural forests and natural fuel reserves, and I think that they should draw up some dats as
to what they will be preparcd to pay in future years.

3. With referonce to your letter, No. 99, of the 2Gth of March, I am afraid no land is available
pear Erode. I bave, however, under considcration the formation of s large fuel plantation on the
baoks of the Cauvery near Cauverypooram, a8 the wood might be brought down in boats at & trifling
charge for carrisge. With referonce to this projcct, however, I should be glad to receive a memorsn-
dum from the Company as to what rates they would be prepared to pay for fuel delivercd at Erode.

TrANSFERRED to the Revenue Department, with reference to the Order in that
Dopartment, No. 248, dated 28th January 18069.

(Signed) CIIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R.E.,

12th April 1869, Secretary to Government, P. w.D.

Osprr THEREOYN, 218t May 1809, No. 1,436.

OzrpEerrp that tho foregoing lotter
from tho Consulting Engineer for Rail-
ways, with copy of that fromn the Agent
of tho Madras Railway Company, dated 15th March 1869, received with it, be com-
municated to the Officiating Conservator of Foroests, with referonce to paragraph 4

of Proceedings of Governmont, 28th January 1869, No, 248.
2. Tho Governmnent fully concur in tho views oxpressed by the Consulting
Engineer, as to the vital importance of conserving the natural firewood-supply, and

No. 525.

Forests, No. 21.

_ supplemeonting it by artificial plantations, with the vicw of mcctin.g the requirements

of the Railway.
3. As rcgards the rate of ecigniorago, which in G. 0., 8th April 1868, No.

949, was raised from Annas 6 to Aunas 10 per 1,000 1bs, the Consulting Engioeer
remarks (paragraph 3) that, cven with this enhanced rate, the cost of firewood cut
in the Government jungles is far below the cost of production ; and he suggcsts



. A s- . o —- - - .. . .- l,
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmen
B 212t May 1869,

(paragraph 7) that the rate

. . ts
1,000 lbs. This Proposal will bo referred to the Officiating Conservator of Fores
for con sideration and report.

3 Enmi 8 letter, the Govern-
~ment Lavo to obsorve that the inereased rate of seigniorage of 10 Annas per 1,000
lbs., sanctioned in their Order of 8t April 1868, must be held to apply not ouly “t;
the Railway Company, but also to the gencral public. Tho Order Jjust quo
referred specifically to the wood-fuel supplied to the Railway Company, u.th,, w:;
the only point then und ideration of Government ; but it was not intend
to limit the cuhanced rato to tho Con

also report why, as stated in paragr “Ph.lo
o37¢as has been madc towards the formation

patty Station was
Tenounced® by tho Forcst Department
0. 355, . o for the

85 being of too limited an arca fo .
t at Trivellam is now uader the Fores

ested to report what progress has beon

*G.0, 11ty February 1869, N
Purpose of a plantation,

Department, ang Major Be
nade in the formation of

ThLe other trac
ddome i4 requ
a plantatiog,

(‘True Extract,)

(Signed) R A DALYELL,

Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Consulting En

» the Omciuing Conscrvator of Forests.
»» the Board of Revepue.

»» the Public Works Department,

gineer for Railways,

Exd F. R, Bantleman,

ry
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