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> . Proccedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,’
) 18th May 1869. ( T :
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No. 400. - Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th
f V i v April 1869 :—. X o )
Read the following letter from the Collector of South Arcot, t6 the Acting Secre-

- . tary to the Board of Revéiue, dated Trinomallay, 28th January 1869, No.16. . -
' o S " Ix reference to the Proceedings* of

« 8th Dec. 1868, No. 8,618. - the Board, conveying the sanction of the

: 16th Oct. 5, o 7433 - Government to tho irrigation projects
over the Manimakta and Meyur‘i;ivers in the Virda.cl}e_llum Talook of this district,
the Sub-Collector, Mr. Hathaway, has suggestéd that the lands to be affected by

A : e these works should be sold by public
« Assessed waste land should never be sold, - auetion to ‘the highest bidder. He
except with the gpecial permission of the Boz?;rlgr quotes Board’s Order No. 150, which I

and this course will only be sanctioned under %ry > o A
exceptional circumstances ; a8 for instance, when give 11 the margin, as authorising the

it may be impossible to decide petween the con- s . .
flicting claims of the different applicants * * ¥ % enforcement of his suggestions; land. he
when the Collector cannot decide which is enti- argues that when new works of this kind

~ tled to priority, he may sell the land by auction, ‘ )
the permission of the Board having been pteviously are constf’ucted, a.nd a: large ar.’floun.t (.)f
- u dry land is converted into Nunjah, 1t 18

obtained.” : )
i - advisable, using his own words, ‘“to

[

}k ' % gispose of the waste land either })y“'a\u‘ction or by sale at a fixed price”. ‘¢ At . -

present,” Mr. Hathaway 3d;18, “there is a great difficulty in disposing of Durkhasts

¢ in such cases. Directly a latge work of this kind is constructed, the land, which

(¢ was before lying waste and of little value, immediately becomes exceedingly

«« yaluable, and every ryot in the village at once applies for the whole of it. Itis

¢ almost impossible to deal with such cases under the rules, as all the Durkhasts are

¢ much about the same daté, and all the applicants have much about the same right .

« toit. . The plan hitherto has been for all the Durkhastdars to draw lots ; but though

¢t it is one way of deciding the déﬁiculty, I do not think it saffisfactc.)ry. Although

« gale by auction, oF at fixed rates, ought not to be adopted in ordinary cases, yet

:" ¢ it secms to me that No. 150 of tho compilation of the Revenue Board’s Orders,

- ¢ which allows the disposal by <ale in certain circumstances, exactly meets a caso .

L ¢ of this sort”’ Again, ‘{1 do not think that there W?ul_d b.e any hardship in

« paising funds in this way. The construction of a new irrigation work ‘stxddenliy

1 ’ « produces 2 large increase of woalth to the villagers, and the dry lands.m their

« occxipation that are converted into Nunjalf at onceﬁbccome; trebled in vzflue.

¢ This is pure gain to tb_eri: for which they pay abs.olu.tcly flothmg; and cons1d'er-
¢ ing, therefore, the enormous benefit that .they gefm in th1s_wa,y, I do. not think

. t it would be in 2Dy way either hard or impolitic to recerve & certain al.mour.lt

¢ py the waste lands which also become in the samo Way s.uddenly raised in

¢ yalue, which, on the other hand, it would greatly simplify the disposal of them and
« prevent disputes. 1

.
P T

]

* . 4
P . s -t

-
T A i i T ptr 4

e -
B A7

P

E o o
Ve m s aee?

—— ., P R, P
- A

R P
- -

~p2

'—-M*Mw\v e gt ,~‘i~“: R

P

think ‘also that the amount so raised might fairly be at once
¢ taken 1n diminution of the outlay; and be shown as a set off .in the Xestimate. 1f
¢t this were & recognized plaﬁ, it might often happen that, in some tracts of waste

« gnd little cultivated ground, a small work might be at once executed by the

¢ money so raised without any other funds. - |

9 Mr. Hathaw2y further observes : “ Another' advantage in this plan would

 bo that it would relicve the Enginecr Department of. difficulties that they now
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Proceedings of the Madras Gavernment, Recene Department,
18th May 1869,

o« experience.
‘“ prospect of a work being constructed, the villagers at once pour in a flood of Durk.
- “ hasts for all the waste on speculation, knowing that if the work is carried out, they
‘ will have obtained very valuable property ; and if it ds not, they can at once resign

“the land. This greatly hampers the Public Works Department: what before wasy
i “‘unoccupied ground, which they could count upon for channels, cte., after a few

: “ months has become private property, and cannot be obtained, except by, perhaps,:

. ‘“ heavy payment; and an additional expense is introduced which before was not in
“the estimate, Kven if certain land were reserved specially for the work, and
* Durkhasts refused, still they would be somewhat hampered
““ unable afterwards to modify the plan, if it were found ady
“ different line for the channels, ete.: all this

. % ascheme was under consideration of not accepting further Durkhasts for waste
: *“land in the vicinity, exceptat a certain rate per acre, or at auction,
**“a Durkhast costs absolutely nothing
~** as well send onein, asit can do no
¥ value”, ‘

y as they would be
isable, or to sclect &

At present
; and therefore every ryot thinks that he may

harm, and may bring him in property of great

3. There is no doubt a good deal of reason in all that the Sub-Collector

- states, and it is unquestionable that when projects of the kind arc even in coutemn-
_plation, there is usually a rush for the lands to be bencfited; but in a district essen- .
tially ryotwar how far the'sale of such lands, merely to create funds towards the’

‘cost of a proposed irrigation project, would be a departure from the established
- principles of ryotwary, is another matter ; and I think the measure calculated to
“excite alarm and jealousy amongst the ryots, between whom invidious differences
would spring up; W‘hile its tendency would also be to increase the wealth of the

richer ryots at the expense of the poorer, who would feel the measure to be oppres-
sive, and as aiming a direct blow at all personal enterprise and ambition on their

" part; and Iam, therefore, of opinion that such exceptional deviation from the stand-
ing Darkhast Rules can hardly find support in view of the interests relatively affect- -
;ed; for, while the few would be aggrandised, the great majorit

_ y would suffer ; and
to these the measure would appear both offensive and unjust, and not without some
sliow of reason.

-4." With these remarks I leave the suggestion made by the Sub-Colle

) ctor for
the final decision of the Board of Revenue, )

Y
.

In the foregoing letter, which is herewith submitted for the consideration of
Government, the Collector informs the Board, with reference to the sanction, re-
cently communicated, of the irrigation projects on the Manimakta and Meyur

rivers, that the Sub-Collector has proposed to scll the waste lands to the high
bidder. ‘

'~ 2. The Board have already, in their Procecdings, dated 27th July 1860,
No. 3,467, recorded their opinion as to the sale of waste lands by auction, and the
majority of the Board, as at present constituted
~opinion then expressed,
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» sce no reason to modify the adverse
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At present, directly they Legin preparing an estimate, and thero is a

would be obviated by the plan directl y |
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‘ 2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
\ T 185 May'1869.

.

3. Inparagraph 3 of those Procecd-

AN : . . ;s from an
P : ltation, No. 667, ing§ they quote as follows

, # Extract from Minutes of Consu ) N ' 1ng : ..
- Exlzublic Works Depar“{‘fgé’ ?36(118(2}6’1?“ o Order* of G'rovernm(fn_t passed on a some
LN sultation, 27th May 1890, Jvo. 4, what similar proposition :— .

N ‘ » S e f Salem in rejecting

b »} ¢ The Governor in Council agrees with :he (i}s 11;?%;005 of the plains at
oo : 3 Tr =l

RIS ¢ the proposal. The waste land o thlfs(;z:zrnﬁiént or the State in the absolute

: . ¢t Jeast, is certainly not the I.)raplcl‘t()l’ ?n the United States and some of the British
T : ich the unoccupied lands1 v
¥ ¢« gense in “:hlch th P 7 )

g ‘¢ Colonies 13 50- . interest has been .
RS : . munitics claim an interest in it, and that }n t the waste _ -
% ¢ The village com ver been accurately defined. Topu :

: r [$) o (%) \Y o

7 : 1 of oni 1on that it is neither
7 ; - . wever, still of opin .
3 £ Of the Board are, hO . ? : ince the r10'hts
/ . + Thellirtliagorlxillez{sure'in any way to infnrfge, or appfzstl' f:oel(;lf;mz‘-i; l:e mea:ure
& afs?fl(: norci;)le cspecially when the small gain to b obfained By E.ET
: . of the pe y . - o -

bR cqn&dered. has been i)ﬁrsﬁiad in the G‘odaver.y o.r,K‘istna, Dlstl‘lit
5 o T has been xpended by Government on irrigation Lmprovements
more money b here has been lost by a liberal policy.

inasmuch as Government

T where :
' : :Lan in South Arcot, but where nothing

6. The proposed measure is moreover %nneeessarg,
h t t.l e means of recouping themselves legitimately an
ave th . it
admit to be just, viz, by the water-tax .
.. Tt will be seen that the Collector 1s 1

? ition. _ .
Mr. Hathaway’s propost ' | e
,‘8. The Third Member dissents i}'om the vie P

1 &
and has recorded his grounds of dissent. |

sfied as to the expediency of

se Proceedings,

May 1869, No. 1,376.

Ty Right Honorable the Governor
in Council sees no reason to depart

o Land Revenue. : :
L - from the principles laid down i the

. 60, No. 1,545,
7th September 1860, : isting
G. 0, under det® 1, 2 of that Order the Government pointed out t};at tlfl‘etl?zl\sv:;;
" i 2, .In paragi?(‘)i’s of a villagé apreferential right to the occgpgtw;‘ t(;lé usage of
rule, giving the IYO = L versal application, and was foun bich  salo by auc-
Jand of the Wulag;’ara}rraph 3 they indicated certain cases in winch a Sa%¢.
try. 1n ° :$DOSi .
tl.le con t}{e roper method of disposing of waste land. i1 the Board’s Standir;g
tion was P ders on the subject are fully summarised 1n the tod by Mr
' 5 'lhe.%l. el;ut it would appear that this Order 18 mcorregﬂ}); ql;1(i)m I}; Mr.
OIrdlelr, - ;sa a’u’chorising a recourse to the plan recommended by .
Hathaway

ds himself un ims of the resident ryots of
. Hathaway finds mmseil u

. 18th
ORDER THEREON,
No. .40L.

able to decide between the cla

in a way which the people |
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
- 18th May 1869.

the village to the waste lands in question, he is then at liberty, with the Board’s l
. sanction, to put the lands up to auction-sale, but not otherwise. The biddings are,
of course, in these cases to be restricted to the resident ryots.
4. The communication on this subject from the Sub-Collector to the Collector ‘
of the district should have becn laid before the Board, and the Government accor-
dingly desire that Mr. Hathaway’s letter be submitted to them without delay.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,

Acting Secretary to Government, ' |

P -

" To the Board of Revenus : . . -
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