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Proccedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
15th May 186€9. : -

Read the following lettar from the Acting Secretary to tile ']}oard o

Revenue, to the Acting Sceretary to Government, Revenue Department,
Fort Saint George, dated 3rd April 1869 :—

No. 367.

1 ax directed to inform you that several cases have lately occurred of dutiable -

goods imported by the Post Office, and scized by the Custom-house authorities.
2. The first case was one in which it was ascertained that g quantity of gold
thread was about to be so passed from Pondicherry by a merchan :
3. The opinion of the {\dvocate-General was sought, and it was given to the
effoet that the goods were contraband, and that the proper course was to apply,
ander Section 60 of the Postal Act, to the Postmaster-(}enerﬂ, who, it was added,
was under the law bound to deliver over the goods to the Custom-house authorities.
4. About the same time a foot-note was observed jn an Invoice, forwarded to
the Custom-house, in which the shipper of some Jewellery- from London proposed
to his constituent to forward batches of watches, from time to time, by Post, and
thereby escape duty. :
5. The Advocate-General was of opinion that the same rule applied to such
transactions, and that the Col?cctor of Sca Customns was the proper Officer to
‘prosecute. ' ) o
6. Acting on this advice, eight parcels have been detained at the Post Office
under Section 60, and opened in the prosence of the parties to whom they were
addr essed, and all have been found to contain dutiable articles.
7. Ofthese ._11_('}{__,(“'0___1_3 'ﬂu“ee h.ave b_e;erg gﬁdressed to the leading Firm of Jewellers
i Madras ; and this combined with the fact of the imports of this Firm, through the
Custom-house, having been cor.nparatively small during the past two years, leads
to the suspicion that a systematic import Of‘stock, duty free, has been carried on.
8. The Board approved of t}xe steps takeq by the Collector of Sea Customs,
and dirccted him to adjudicate on the scizures, leaving parties considering
themsclves aggrieved to appeal; they, at the same time, cautioned him against
pushing inquiries to an extent such as to involve vexatious interference with trans-

actions of alimited nature, when the Post is sclected as a matter of convenience, and
not with the intention of defrauding the revenue.

9. The following Telegram on this subject has been received by the Post-
master-General of Madras from the Director-General of Post Offices:— I hear from
¢ Customs Commissioner that dutiable articles, imported by Overland Mail, Lavo
« heen detceted in Madras P_Ost Olice. The Government docs not approve of any
¢ gystematic interference with contents of Mails, and prefers to submit to loes of
« duty”. _ ‘ | :
10. This communication is evidently based on a correspondence between the
Custom-housé authoritics of Bombay and the Director-General and Finaneial Seere-
tary, of which copies are annexed. : .

*

11. From this correspondence it will be seen that Mr. Béllasis,‘ Collector of

Sca Customs, Bombay, inquired whether parcels were packed go as to be casily
cxamined, and whether they were so examined; and stated his opinion that if
watches, jev(vellgry, or other dutiable goods were found, they should be scnt to the
' Customs- house, as well as any parcels sent so closed as not to admitof examination.
12. The Director-General of Post Office, in addressing the Governnient of
Tndia, stated that, in regard to pazrcels received in India, the Post Office could only

take action under Scction G0 of the Act; and that it was not considered neeessary . .

-
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. : requent
» 10 13suc any®orders calculated to induce a f

. . . . -cichine consider-
resort to the procedure therein deseribed » public convenience outweighing

ations of revenue.

: ticles
13. ITe observed, morcover, that the Posta] Rules specifically allow of ar

of intrinsic value being conveyed hetween India and the United Kingdom;; anil?:.
such articles it is not considered necessar)} or expedicent to take steps f?" “I‘e ;t 1. for
ation of customs-duty ; and further that in respect to articles posted in mlh o
transmission abroad, the Act provided no meuns of dealing with fetters, even thoug

. . idered
traband ; that pattern-packets might perhaps be coxl§}g:rcd
to come under the last eclause of Section G0 ; but that it was not const

expedient to act gencrally on the proviso that parcels might bo reje cted unles
accompanied by a Customs-house P .

ass,

4. In reply to this; Mr, Lushington, Financial Sceretary, stated t}mt th:
Governor-General approved of the proposed reply to the Comnmissioner of (/u:totu.h,
Bombay, on the subject of liability to duty of articles passing through the Po» 'd‘a

15. It appears to the Board thatthe instructions of the Government of In ]‘
above quoted were directed against a systematic examinution of Postal parce %
which it was propoged should be undertaken by the Postal authorities themselves ;
and that the examinations hithertq made in Madras, at the instance of the Collector
of Sea Customs,

are fully within the limit of that occasional examination to wlu:‘lh‘;
1o the interests of the public revenue, gl1 goods must be liable, and from th
responsibility of enforcing which

» the Revenue authorities have not been relieved b}f
any orders.

16. The subject, however, being of importance, the Board have thought it
desirable that the circumstances should be submitted to Govermmnent for such
orders as they may deem necessary, C .

17. With roference t ksof the Director-General on the subject of
‘pareels ezported, T am directed to gdq that there ig gravo cause for apprehending

8 of Opium from Mudras, which has lately received 8
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stoms acting on this advice, has, with 'the a1-d of
8. The Cou'i('::zrn(::df :v(zlrlal selzures :f goods addressed to a trad.ln.g F nilm;;
the Postal authozlpl v’enue have approved of his proceedings, being of opinion, t 3
and the Board o t'\eemmination of Postal parcels and letters is to be d'eprecate %
though a 5y StZin:x;ilﬁ;lations as have recently been undertaken, at the instance o
such occasion

y S, Og
" 1

-~
reverue The Board draw attention to the fact that, unless the provisions of Section
4. ¢

. tal Act, under which the Officer in charge of a Post' Of’ﬁce is authonse(%
60 of the Losta : ; acket for transmission beyond Indian limits, unless accom
to refuse to receive -hguse Pass, are occasionally acted upon, an easy. oppo1:tun1ty
panied by a CuSt?m the smuggling of Opium from Madras—a practice which the
will be a{?‘ordsj b}? rthe Custom-house Officers have only lately been the means of
rccent seizur

checking.

. i ich passed some time
5. The Board also submit certain correspondence, which |

i -General of the Post Office and the Chief Commissiono?r
back betwee? gle Rgec;z‘(l;n? e;vhich it would appear that the Government of. India
of Cust(?ms oo 'Z;’ a frequent resort to the procedure authorised by SCCthI.l 60
axe decidedly aVC.I‘S‘:Id they also refer to a telegram which has lately been. received
of the Postal Act; a:(;‘renc-zral to the effect that the Government of India donot
by the POStmaSt? rtematic ix,lterference with the contents of the Mails.
approve of an¥ ® nment are of opinion that it is essentially necessary jchat some

6. 1he GOVET to stop the practice of sending by Post dutiable a?rtlcl.es with-
steps should be Sl ten * Asevidence of the urgency of action in this. direction, the
out payment of zint to the fact, brought to notice by the Board in parag'raph 4
Governmen® malz’ 1I:J a shipper of jewellery in London actually proltosed to his con-
of thefr letter, 2 to forward batches of watches, from time to time, by .Post fm
stituent at Madrgst If the contents of the Mails are never to be.a exam}ned for
order o ¢3¢ 1 . iinvthis practice, a most dangerous of)'ening will be given 01;
the purposo of ¢ 1ecandt;dva.ntag*e will be taken of the liberal policy of Governmen
contraband tmﬁic:co evade their fair demands for customs-duty.
in Postal matizes nment accordingly resolve to submit the papers-to the G.over.nl-

& Th'e GO’:}elrthe request that Ilis Excellency the Viceroy in Council wil
ment OfIndl(ai’ . n the matter as to him may seem proper. . _
such 0% T ntime as the Right Honorable the Governor in Council coneurs

> ; Inst})l: tl?:aezll}oard of Revenue, as expressed in par:‘ligraptlll lg Olfl':ilt(:)l;‘ (l)?t;?;,.
in the VoW : ich they have issued to the Co ;
he resolves tleaglj;')os :;:z}frz;)(llle;,s :I}.:i to aut)lrlorise that Officer to make occasional
Cusltf) m:i:ilz) tehe Postal au?horities for an cxamination of the Mails.
applca

(True Extract.) ,
) (Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Sceretary to Government.

paSS

To the Doard of Revenue.

Fxd, F. R, Bantleman.
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] No. 8,671, ‘
ProczrpINgd oF THE Boarp or Revexus, da.t_ed 10th Deacember 1368.

Read the following letter from II. J. BROCKMAN, Esq., Government Solicitor, to the Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 23rd November 1868, No. 668:—
I mava the honor to acknowledge tha Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, noted in the
. . margin, with the papers which accompanied
Dated 1ith November 1865, Ho. 8,015 . them, requesting to be furnished with the
Advocate General’s opinion as to the course to be pursued in cases where parties import Watches,
otc., into Madras from the United Kingdom and Foreign Territorics by the Overland Post, thereby
defrauding the Government of the amount of Import Duty thereon.
2. I submitted the matter for the consideration of the Advocate General, “and have also

conferred with him on the subject; and,
3. I now forward a copy of his Opinion, and return the papers above noted.

——

) Excrosure No, 1.—A.
'From T. GARRETT, Esq., Post Master, Madras, to the Collector of Sea Customs, dated Madras,
6th August 1868, No. 2,323,
I mave the honor to acknowledge the recexpt of your communication, No. 836, dated the 4th
Opinion of the Advocate General, dated 8th April 1868, msmnb and herewith enclose, for your informa-
from the posters of the parcels, dated 10th April tlon copies of correspondence a8 per margin,

W e -

L SRSV

LR A P Y

5
:
3
i
S
i

2

Letter
1863 from the Collector of South Arcot No.18,dated OR the subject you refer to.
29"‘1‘ April 1868 " 2. You will perceive that six parcels, con-

taining gold thread have been mtercepted &t this Office, and sent to the Collector of South Arcot,
in accordance with the Advocate General's opinion. Nothing further is known regpecting them.

3. Iam glad to inform you that no parcel contammb gold thread has been recewed since
the parcels under notice were detected. e )

Opinion.

ng goods referred to by the Post Master are, in my opinion, unquestxonablv contraband.

2. His course is to detain them, and to inform the party, to whom they are addressed, that
he does so under Section 60 of Act XIV. of 1866 for ulterior proceedings.

3. The case, so far as I am aware, isa new one; I conceive that the goods are liable to
confiscation under Act VL. of 1844, Scctions 6, 5, 16/ And that the proper person to take action, .

with respect to them, i3 the Collector of South Arc

- 4. The Post Master General should not delivér the goods to any one, but should write to the
Collector of South Arcot, fully informing him ¢f the circumstances, The Collector will then
‘probably call on the Post Master General to deljver the goods to him, which, I am. of opinion, the
Post Master General may lawfully, and is bound to do.

5. The Collcctor of South Arcot will then be in a position to deal with the case.

6. No offence appears to me to have bfen committed in Madras. There is no proof of any
complicity between the person to whom the ﬁa,ckage is directed here, and the party who despatches
the goods from Pondicherry. There is, thergfore, no one to be proceeded against here. We cannot
touch the guilty party in Pondicherry. ’

: 7. Under these circumstances the only remedy is by confiscation.”
' : (Signed) JOLLN BRUCE NORTON,
8th April 1868. Advocate General

L (True Copy.)
A 4 o (Signed) II. J. BROCKMAN,

; : . ) _ Government Solicitor,
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; 8. A copy of the
the opinion of the Advocate General as to the course to be adopted in such case v
B ‘Avril 1868 eop . ; municated to you.
e " T T 777 PeNDICHERRY, 10!.21 Ap§11 1 opinion when received will be com (True Copy.) d) J.I. BLAIR
Fre e . Sigoed) J. IL BLAIR,
N To THOMAS DEFRIES Esq., Post Master, Pondicherry, ( Customs
? ? ) Collector of Sea Custows.
v L, Sir, |
: Ilo§ogan £ Sl“.'z the undersigned, with due respect, be:; —_—
One C. Pt Wg. 223 T. to the addre f R , f . d 5th instant, -
g lg. i tzms-:wmy Che‘:t;',efurwarf;e?l ouatrlrl‘e8 ;:dmizn?l?(]g, leave to inform that Onfr d, 4ttlh,0aun h')}'Ou r Post : ENCLOO;::ii:O' 3.
by gmal Gy . . . adras, throug “ . . i
T 1% 1o e i o G desera Chety,  We despatched to M all quantity of gold ) . 1 suspects that any letter, which finds its way into his Office, contains
o forGwarded o The Srdaud 4 Apri 1563, by Office, per Bangby Tost, a sm hq r, with much Ir the Post Master General s be his duty to ac,t under Section 60 of the Post Office Act.
v CF g, ar, . i e his ’
2 VE 03 an BRT.  do do. do.  thread cach of us ln.ld' ead gedclivewd to the contraband or dutiable goods, it wd- herry, he vy;ill act as I pointed out in the gold thread case.
do. oo the dih and 6ib Apr 1865, by rexret, that our banzhies are no hould come from Pondicherry,
One e e Ol r(eiolm sces, V, Sadaseva Clictty and Ramasawmy ) If the letter sho
"One  do, 133T. do. d do.  aduressees, V, Sad: - for ,
: 7u° d:- on the 5th Apnl(;SGS, by éa,@ Qﬂig. I\'aidoo, care of I'ittoocolla Kistnasawmy,
" the purpose of inquiring

. i f Sea
letter has come from England or any foreign country by sea, I think the Collector. .
etter
(I}istt]:;s is the proper Officer to prosecute.
if Duty bas been paid here on that article. N
as claimcd,
leave to state that when our banghics were posted, no duty was

4 (Signed) JOHN BRUCE NORTON,
We again beg t | .
: o i fore, do no

ple, we are all quite ignorant of tho Madras Tariff Duty, and, therefo

. being French peo
. krow if this artic]

Advocate General,
: 23rd November 1868. (True Copy.) .
_ o \ Signed) H.J. BROCKMAN,
€ 13 to pay any Duty, ! , (Signed) Government Solicitor.
We have the honor, &e., , i C i
(Signed) G.BALOO CIIETTY, : o o ‘ General
) ( ) P.GOOROOVE CIIETTY, 1 Cs ” CouuUNICATED to the Collector of Sea Customs and to the Post Master .
N K. BALASOOBRAMANIALL an - N - (True Copies and Extract.)
(( N )) YALU CIIETTY. S . (Signed) A. MACGBESOR't
" ' o o - Acting Secretary.
N.B.—One of those banghies containg twenty gold coins, gaid five Rupee Mohurs. o < . L (True Copy, )
3 . . . e .
From C, v, P.EADE, Egq., Collector of South Arcot, to the Post Master of Mf;dras. date ‘ S Te ‘ - ' (Signed) 7. T'F}LtYAl:S;taﬁf
Manarloorpett, 20tk Ay 1868, No. 18. bo game L ‘ - s '
T & in receipt of your letter of the 20, instant, No. 326, with euclosurc.s ;also by t e S llector of Sea Customs.
. Post & Banghy parcel, the contents and weight. of which I have not ascertamcd‘, but I pre Toso f . To the Colle
' the parcel contains the six Banghy Packets entioned in the duplicate receipt which you enc '
for my signature.

the Post Master General, Madras.
oy : ‘ 1lectors.
! Copy to all Co
2. T have not been able to do any thing iy the matter, as I am moving about. I shall be
- . absent for alout 5 weck>i2,fhﬁmj‘£ngle§ of the Trinamalay T
" receipt, in duplicate, for one Banohy napen oom o= s

) Proceeds, but before doing this,
~despatched from Pondicherry, i

. in
. 2 may atall events have the opportunity Ofappea:ftcf F
“before me to show cause, if able to g 80, Why the articles gbould not Le confiscated, and

‘ giving the consignee of the goods 3 Teasonalle time within which to appear for such purpose, I
will then order their salo fo; the benefit of 41, State,

4. I make no doubt you wi]) readily obtain the name of the party or parties at Pondicherry
“from the addressees of the parcels in Madras, -

(True Copies.)
(Signed) T.GARRETT,
Post Master.

A (True Copies,

| | re (Signed) J. II. BLAIR,

| Collector of Sca Customs.
L ———

: ExcLosvre No, 2.—B. :

-From J. IT. BLAIR, Esq., Collector of Sea Customg, the Post Master General, dated Madras,

13th October 1868, Xo. 1,100,

our department, X, %323, of the Gth August last, I havo th; : Exd. F. R. Bantleman.
¥ certain partics are iy 414 Labit of importing Watches and -
Jewellery from the United Kingd i

ts, by the Overland I'est thereby defrauding
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" ProcEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF Revexvue, dated 13th March 1869. - T

Read the following lettera;— ‘ ’

From J. 1. BLAIR Esq., Collector of Sea Customs, Madras, to the Actmg Secretary to the Board
of Revenue dated 8th March 1869, No. 249. .

* ApveRTING to the Board's Proceedings, No. 8,043, of the 14th November, and No. 8, 611 of

the 10th December last, I have the honor to report the following cases for the Board’s orders. \;
; 9. On the 19th ultimo, I addressed the Post Master General on the subject of the smug-

frmem e g

. Xy, 103—vids onclosure A. gling of jewellery, ete., through the Overland ° ~ :;
‘ Post, and suggested that the Dcputy Appraiser > *g
< should be sent to the Post, Office to e:x_agnne two or three Maﬂs o ) ; o o 3
g“‘“rfhe Poet Macter General agreed to my provosal and accordingly on Friday last the{ \”f ]
Actmg Deputy Appraiser, Mr. Fox, examined the Mails, and requested the Post Office Author1~ f)\
ties to detain ¢wvo registered parcels which he considered looked suspicious. : :

4. Ong parcel was addressed to Captmn Codd, and tho other to Messrs. Orr :md Sona, ot e j

- Jewellers, Mount Road.

5. The parcels were opened on Saturday the 6th instant, in accordance with Scction 6() of
. Act XIV. of 1866 : the one to Captain Codd contained a naw gold watch and chain, which he
‘ doclared was sent out to him by a friend for his own private use ; he was permitted to take the
. wateh, ete., en the understanding that he would pay the duty, ete. Any penalty the Board may
: snflict on Captain Codd will, therefore, be paid; but I do' not think that in his case there Was any

¢ wilful attempt at evasion of Government dues.

‘
%

. 6. The registered pareel for Messrs. Orr and Sons contained two new long gold neck chams
g English cost price about £20, which I have detained, pendiug the Board's orders. It is
ahanren that VMoeeds, Orx and Sane muct Bave boeu fully wnare thui they were

’ \ll’\ﬂf’c“ﬂq'\fy T
¢ wilfully and systematically sm

¢ of Government duty.
7. 1 therefore request the Board will be good cnouvh to instruct me how I am to proceed

: Eaclosare No. 3. with reference to tho Advocate General’s opinion,.
1' . . recorded in Board’s Proceedings,’ No. 8,671, of >
' 10th December last, which declares that *‘the Collector of Customs is the proper Officer to

{ prosecute,’ * but does not instruct under what Act or Section theredf he is to perform that duty.
'_' 8. Mr. Orr has given me 3 verbal explanation, which I considered unsatisfactory, and 1
quested him to put it in writing, and will forward it to the Board as soon as recexved

uggling these good and tlxereby fraudulently evading the Iayment

-+

¢

. therefore re
. with remarks, if necessary.
| 9. As only the letters of the last Mail have as yet been examined, it is very probable that

H by the Parccl Post small cases of other goods, which are being sent in order to evade duty, wxll
i be dxscovered ‘ _ ,

k

; Excrosveg No, 1 ‘ :
\ ¥rom J. H. BLAIR, Esq., Collector of Sea Customs, Madras, to the Post Master General dated
Lo Madras, 19th February 1869, No, 168. .
Wm} reference to the Advocate General’s opinion, dated 23rd November lasb communi-
- cated to you in Board’s Proceedings, No,.8,671, dated 10th December 1868, I have the honor to
brmg to your notice that as I know for a fa.ct watches, cte., are being smuggled through the
! Post, I beg to suggest that all parcels, by the next two or three Overland Mails, be examined by

_ the Post Master hero, : and the Custom Iouse ouse Deputy Appraiser, whom I will scud to assist the
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ice ¢an
. el noodgl notice
If on examination any of the parcels are suspected to contain smuggled goods,
be sent t

’ 50 yeputy Appraiser
o the parties concerned, under Section 60, Act XIV. of 1866, m}d tqhotlio;pu 5
will again attend when the Parcels are opened, as provided by the ﬂforcsmd‘ Section.
True Copy,
et (Signed) J. 1. BLAIR,
Collector of Sea Customs.

. to the Board
From J. H. BLAIR, Esq., Collector of Sea Customs, Madras, to the ‘\Cth_g Secretary
of Revenue, dated Madras, 10th March 1860, No. 204. gib instant, Thave
to paragraph 8 of my letter to the Board, No. 249, of the 8t Messrs. Orr and
‘ the honor to forward copy of Mesers. ©
* Dated %k March 1549, , - e ding the tw
. Sons’ explanation® regar Jand Post.
chains imported through the Ovc;l chains would
f Messrs. Orr ang Suns® lefter.~Mr. Orr was told that the
be’detained, pending a reference to the Board of Revenue for orders. ' doubt been
3. Paragraphs 2 and 3.—Quite irrelevant. Messrs. Orr and Sons 1-mvc " chcn told
tempted to smuggle jewellery through the Post, from the circumstance of their b aving

- . , ic8 hnd
that other parties were in the habit of doing o, or by their hnowledge that certaln !a{rt:m their
actually done €0; but thig does '

Position a3 traders, that they
Government daty.

4. Paragraph
sionally for private us
be compared with thoge in which regular tr
Custom House, are concerned.

. 5 Paragraph 5.—State
D. 0., letter from the Acting

6. Paragraph 6.—1 4
penalty, which can be enfore
impossible to 8ay whab amoun

7. The truth of Messrs,

Wira reference

0 gold
2. Paragraphlo

4.~ 1 would on this gyt

e, often show entire ig

a-
. . 00\15 occ
jeet remark, that parties only lmf"""“;]gciacs cannot
norance of Customs Regulations; but s““dl gh.rou"h tke

. o
aders, who are cuntinually passing goods

ment incorrect,
Post Master, dated 10th instant, Le heavi
@ of opinion thag 1}, chaing should be conﬁsmlc'»l. and ¢ ) and 1t 18
ed by ldw, shoyl] be levied, as the case is a serious one
t of goods have Leep swuyrled through the Post. i last fow
Orr and Song' statement thag “they have up to within tlha» ajxwf‘l‘
“ fo s imported all their Je
Value of jewcllery imported by Meesrg Qrr and Ra. menths iny armbly importe " i3 very
Sons from OCtubSt letsrtu February 1269 ..., 8,027 lery in the usual way per gteamt’l'l lue of
Do, do, o Tom  do. o ini e value
by Mesers. Alian end Company 0.., - 3,870 duubtrul. In the lurgin 13 shown éé; to Fuob-
. . Jewellery imported, from October 1 ;1 Firm
ssrs. Orr and Song (which, asl,q Board aro aware, is the leading Jewe ery[ may
e value of Jewcllery imported by tho Firm of Messrs. Allan & Co., “h‘;.'ucfm'
2 point of position, byt which does not carry on one-sixth tho Lusiness of 3

See
L
The Circular ouly referred to Iuland Fos

est

ruary 1809, by Ae
in Madras), and th
say, stand sceond i
Orr and Sons.

8. 1 have taken these ‘months?, g4 they include the Christmas Stock. It scems pr-ﬁm‘?‘i;
therefore, that a considerable part of M esars‘},ccu
and Sons’ Cliristmas stock of jewellery bas

nity occurring four times in cach f""mt.h' 1808,
ry, imported by Mesars, Orr and Sons in car,
ted by Mesers. Allan & Co., in the mm": {I.cir
Sons might, 1 thiuk, 1o called on to produce

October 1868 to February 1863,

imported through the Overland
9. T also find that the valye of jewelle
amounted to Rupees 3,772; while that imnap
amounted to Rupees 3,220, Messrs, Orr an;l
books if they declare my inference; are incorrect or unfounded, that
10. Paragraph 7 ~—Messrs. Orr angd Sous hare made this con‘esston, agthey aro aware ted
the next two or three Mails are to be examined, ] would reconnnend that these govds be tred
in the same way as the ¢

\ L Lich
gold chains; namely, that they be confiscated, and the highest ﬂ"i’: w‘,m'
can be inflicted, imposed on the smugglers, Paragrapl, 7 of my letter of the Sthinstant, JNo. =

. ave,
shows that I do not knoy uader what Act guch fraudulent practices can be punished. Ih

Post, the opportun

PSS

i’

‘are no

'penalty “of confiscation :

’ N R
‘ S o pre aeantnnttong of the Mails as they
d the Acting Deputy Appraiser to continue his examinations of tl ' '
" instructed the Ac & : Board.
rpo‘fczert.h:znrcsults of which will be reported to the Bo
arrive, .

Enxcrosurk No. 1. iras. 9th March 1869.
Customs, dated Madras, : ived
. S to the Collector of Sea, , date hains, receive
From Messrs. ORRAND SONwi’th reference to a small parcel contmn)l o8 t‘V;'O %oi'flof?Madras ascon-
ddre.fls )‘0}‘]1: :h have been handed over to you by the los.t Mas eMr Orr, you stated
[ml.d:f xcd which, in your conversation yesterday Wlt,h our Air. Ut g, -
£0043, an s B

Wg beg to a
per last Overland i)
taining contraban.. .
it Wasjyour intention to confiscate

- : i imported all our *
hat we have, up to within the last fow months, invariably imp !
2. We beg to stato tha '

T in the usua )
jewellery.in N very frequently
time ago, by 3 melmlfl eceived in Madras by Post, and similar instances have very
N arly T :

were being r.egu -nowledze. Jopted. and believ-
occurred within our 0‘“"-n Ll;stanczs’ and finding the practice to be so g_eneral]y ado;‘)nc(‘l u,ced s ordor

3. Under theset;:}‘ c: in any legal enactment to mect - that practice, we were i :
' 38 notning
ing that there w

. for oursclves,

. 15 of jewellery .Y

gimilar parce ) ] tfully submit -
of the fact that English importations are dutiable, w: r::gigable 3; o duty,

¢ generally aWar‘; in India without being aware of the fact that cflec sthat they save duty !

that no person ca}!ll 1:“ Jarge proportion of importers, by post, are fully aware :

that a larg .
and we feel sure

. . ] o cial Cireular Wan
by so importing by post. to this subject, we take the liberty to rema-rl\- thattha.ts?‘eno o Setions™
© 5. With reference the Dostal Department, expressly explaining .&ofd,mgerous or cort - 1
iesued some months ago b): e use of the ‘“Pattern Post,” except the enc'los(;l.x e ular‘ L opinon,
whatever were laid upon f:;en matter. We beg leave to say that this Circular, ’
<43 icles and wri . ost. ' ’ . -
bustible art: reg the importation of good's by post. il] see fit not to impose upon us th\e fu}l :
directly encourage Sir, with this cxplanation, that you wi dering Uurselves iiavie co any suchs
; Sir . t we were rendering S

G. We trust, ot a ore ot "aware tha " _ llowed to assume so con-.

1 “:;t:(; we belicved this practice, which has bgen a ' » v

as already 8§ i o existing law. - . . ini
penaltl))']. anri,portions wag one not lllnf:t by dect by one of the next Mails a paxdcel co?ltz;;txéxg]:z,
siderable p . that we exp Y ), and we shall t .
o 7. We begto mfgﬂ:’ :’zubelieve, and some lockets (not ordered by us) coe
g ¢ subject to duty
cmerilld: no

rith reference tO. this parce . to enclote Invoice
hat course W¢ mayla&ogto?'gfgsterday received this morning, we beg ‘
to know w ly to your lettc
. 8. Tn repiy

:ch we beg may be
required, which we beg may (

!
i

returned. ) , o
(Tru? COPQ’) (Signed) J.II. BLAIR,
- Collector of Sea Customs.

Exctosure No. 2. -‘ | iser, Custom
Acting DPost Master‘, Madras, to the Acting Deputy Appraiser, .
Jrom M. PEROY, T, Acting ot Lt ot March 1860. Dt Post o o
— llude to refers only to the transmission of articles by -
e
ircular you alin

' Mail is uncertain; but the.
Tz € r. The arrival of the nest Overland Parcel ‘ !

. the .
jon in India to anctadt Friday.
T sting of ltters is espectod about Friday.
lel consisulilg ¥4 .o ’

— ' S hat two parcels were
: 4 8th instant, the Collector of' Sea Custom; {;Pfi)rtfsl;ﬁg. ‘ Ong of thems cs
by the T datg{asmr of Madras mder Section 60"4? cir'cumstanées which throw no
oty Pozﬂd T aat o et was not dtsined Captain Codd should be
to contain & . d the watch was no ] . od .
found the cxporter o;(;“’tpolr::;;b?: " The other parcel was found to contain gold chains, ¥
the duty . ™

o 3 ’l. Ol‘l
gnspicion ‘ |
‘now called upon to pay | ' ‘

3
0

y tice, some :
iﬂentl brouoht to our no :
| way per stcamer, It Wwas, however, prom el h g , X
I Of tho LegiSI *i 4 il, h t p:;.['(‘els contulnlng |ewellery, watches ete

o auve CODH(: t a ]

v e

i

5

r i i orﬁters .
to the effect that private imp
yesterday to our Mr. Orr,
b4 ceard to your remark
4. Yith regar y
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liable to duty, i .
stances whiuc}f’l.:;mdp:rttes by & Jeweller's Firm in the regular course of trade, and under circum-
2. The Advoca(;e (;ezehelfltbat-the.y were g0 imported in order to evade duty.
are clearly contraband, and c:l?at ::}s; in bis opinion, dated 8th April 1668, advised that such goods
3 @ course to be pursued under such circumstances is for the

Collector of Customs t
o call on the Pos 3 ]
Master General is bound to deliver th(:z Haster Gonersl to deliver the ool it e

o

3. The Collector is iu dou}
- t i i
Awlth the goods. o 23 to the Saction of the Customs Act under which he can deal

4. The Government Solicitor ;
. olicitor i3 requesto:
to the particular Section of thie Ae quested to obt

ain the opinion of the Advocate General as

G S e R TSRS
'

: tualer whi
4 rally. v which the Collector can pracced, aud to advise gene-

(True Copics and Extract.)
(Signed) A.MACGREGOR,

- To the Officiating Government Solicitor Acting Secretary.

) with copies of let
ettere, dated 8th> and 10th March 1869, and tbeir enclosures.

Copy to the Collector of Sea Customs
» tothe Post Master General.,
e ot oo o, EXdL FL R, DBantlemon,

b L
),/" P Al s S e 12y e

- e sty
M BaErue . .

v

No. 2,051,
ProcexpIxgs or THE Boarp or anmmm; dated 24th March 1869.

Read the following letter from I1.J. BROCKMA.N, qu-, Government Solicttor, to the Acting Secre-
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 17th March 1869, No. 119:— »
I mave the honor to acknowledge the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, noted in the margin, ’
Procesdings of the Board of Beveaue, dated 13th March and its encl? SUres, re(!mﬁng the Advoeate -
1869, . General's opinion, relative to the course to be
. . pursued by the Collector of Sea Customs, with
regard to two gold chains, liable to duty, imported through the overland post, and detained by him.

2. I submitted the matter for the consideration of the Advocate General, and have also con-
ferred with him thereon, and . ‘ ., : i X R
3, I now forward & copy of his opinion, and return the enclosures above noted. -, //3, fw‘
L 40,
Encrosurs No. 1. . j/afing“v \{/, 7]

OPINION. . P

Tz Goods are liable to confiscation, and tl}eoﬂ'endéi' t‘bﬂaj“peﬁa,iz;h;der
Sea Custowns Act. - _—- -
2. Under Section 218, the Collector of Sca Customs may conﬁscafe, but I do not think he can .
gummarily rccover any penalty under this Section. The penalty there spoken of q one attached to s
persons in charge of, or owning vessels, landing or shipping goods, or passing them tlxrough'a i
Castoms-house: under none of which smugzling by means of the Post Office, I think, falls..
‘ alty is recoverable summarily before a Magistrate under Section 222: though in ';; .

3.- This pen
th) present case Messrs. Orr and Co., would probably rather pay any fine demanded, rather than - = "~

» the publicity of the Police Office,

gabinit £ .
s ' (Signed) J. B. NORTON,
16th March 1869. . S - L o Advocate General.
. . » . (True Copy.) = _. ) LT L .
- : . i " Tped) - H, G. PRICHARD, R
‘ ' for < T L
1. J, BROCKMAN, T

Government Solicitor.

S
Collector of Sea Customs reported, that some Overland Post )

“Ix his letter of the 8th March, the
ander Scetion 60, Act XIV. of 18606, and that certain duti- -

parcels were opened at the Post Office,

able articles were discovered. o ) K i
9. The Advocate General advised in his opinion of the same date, that the atticles were clearly |

: cc;utraband and that the Post Office officials were bound to deliver up the goo_ds on the requisition
of the Collector of Sea Customs. This they have done. - S ’
3. Doubts having arisen as to the particular Section of the Act under which the Collector
' ghould proceed, a fu ked from the Advocate General. : )

rther opinion was as B
4. e now advises that the goods are liable to confiscation under Scction XXIV., Act VL. of 21t ¢ 4
. 1863, and that the importer i

s liable to a penalty Wl{iqh is recoverable summarily before a Magis- ; iy 1e
t¢ under Section 222. - ; . | »
5. The above opinion will be communicated to the Cellector of Sea C'ustoms, who will deal
with the matfer according to his opinion of the circumstances of. the case, lcaving the party to appesal
o the Doard should he be dissatisfied with the Collector’s decision. .

. (True Copies and Extract.)
: (Signed) A. MACGREGOR,

: Acting Secretary.

tra

To the Collector of Sca Customs,
: with copy of Advocate General's opinion.

Copy to the Government Solicitor,

Exd. G. A. Tarton.
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Gold chatns improperly imported through,
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