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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
12th April 1869.

No. 248. Read the following Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th
March 1869, No. 1,858 A :—

Read the following letter from the Officiating Collector of Madura, to the Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 9th March 1869, No. 81:

I save the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Board's Procecdings of the
1st iustant. I scntthem to the Sub-Collector, for his information, on the sume day
that they reached me, and Mr. Blisa has now furnished me with a further report,
which I have the honor to forward. In it he cxpresscs his regret that the language
used in his lettor should have conveyed to tho Board an iwmpression that the poorer
people in the sub-division wero generally in a state of destitution, and that iume-
diate and extensive relicf was cmergently called for.

2. The fact that Mr. Bliss himself did not consider that any exceptional
Ineasures were necessary, is apparent from paragraph 4 of his letter, No. 11, dated
18th January 1869, in which he asks to be permitted to gives discretionary remis-
sion, not to exceed twenty or fifteen per cent. in tho Pulney and Dindigul Talooks,
and a spocial remission of sevonty-five per cent. in the case of nine villages in which

the crops had almost entirely failed.

3. I forward Mr. Bliss' lctter® without a moment's dolay, as I feel that it will

relieve the Board from what, I am glad

* Dated Gth March 1869, No. 60.
to say, are to some extent unnecessary

apprehensions, aud because I am most anxious

*“Bourd ‘proposo to expend in relieving the poor, should be devoted to tho execution

of various works of genoral usefulness. This course has the two-fold advantuges

of permanontly benefitting the country, and at the same timne afording subsistenco o

and relief to the poorest of the people.

4. I find on inquiry that, the cultivators of dry holdings in the sub-division
do not, on an average, hold puttahs for more than 10 Rupces, so that the liberal
concession of fifty por cent. ordered by the Board, would only amount to a grant

of about Rupoes 5 each to the generality of the poorer landholders.
5. I need scarcoly say that such a_concession, though it would entail s con-

------ -

siderable sacrifico of Revenuo, would Lo of very litle pcrmanent benefit in cases of
roal distross and destitution. I myself am of opinion that, as a rule, the extent of a
Ryot’s holding may be taken as & measure of his means, and if this assumption be
correct, the general system of remissions is subject to the defect of affording assie-

tance in an inverse ratio to the necessitics and requirements of those for whose

rolicf it is intended. .
.- 6. Tho expenditure of money in the execution of useful works is not open

to this objection ; for the moncy so spent has a goneral tendoncy to distribute itself
amongst tho needy, in & direct proportion to tho oxtont of their necessitics.

e—p— -

. , Exncrososs No. 1.
From the Acting Sub-Collector, to the Acting Collector of Madura, dated Dindigul, 6th March
1869, No. 60. :
I uavs the bonor to request permission to offcr the following remarks on Proceedings of the
Board, No.—, dated let instant.
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that some of the money, which the
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i — timate has been prepared for the repair
— Vaiyapuri Colum at Pulney.—Aun ¢s e ‘ '

f thi 4! RT:’(; ‘:::nnelyl':xd is, I believe, nearly ready for submission to the Supcn.ntemlmg
[+] 18 tAD ’ » X
‘ - . 3 l'
e oad ) An cstimate was some time ago preparcd by

—_ from Pulney towards Dharapiram. : . ; wed 17
th Locsal FI:nd 0:::eor for’she repair, or rather re-coustruction of this road, but I am not =

)

* . [ ] . l
i i soon a8 Mr O’'Ratigan’s successor arrives anc
e o him. T wil b;ft;viel::t:nod made out on the samo scale as that for the road

——— o ——

:8s may be apprchended as - J
¥ taken place. If 50, I must cx-
y words should bave led to 5 misapprebension on

unnccessary anixiety both to them and to Goveru-

8 result of the very general failure of crops which has undoubted)
press my regret that wny carelcasness in choosing m

the part of tho Board, and have caused, perhaps,
nient. '

- ————— A — -
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has taken charge from him, I will get

from Dindigul to Curoor. .
s fom i G. DBesides the above, there isa
prehension of o Jamine

—~—

3. In my opinion, and that of the most intelligent natives I 1
iu the courso of my toure, there is no causo for any ap or anything
4pproaching tu it. Thereis no doubt that the smaller Ryots will bo ** hargd up,” and may expericnce
somo diflicalty in maintainiog themsolves and their families until the pext Crops come in; but for tLe
Preseut, no pressure of want of food is felt, nor will it be for scveral nionths, if at all. Aund, with

. thecluss ] am speaking of, if want should eventually be fclt, it will be because nothing will induce i
them tu avail themselves of the fr carning & comfortable liveli-
bood by labor on the various work

' ¢ by tho Departnent Pullje
Works, and by mysclf. For the w i

calthier Ryots no saxiety necd be felt. They will mauage well
euouzh, as they will wot be pressed for th

irpipati irs in the Range, in the

® grant for irrigation repsirs in ¢
e 8ml)eput.mcnt Public Works Budget for 1869;140.
*Rapoea 30,0 0. and 1 know that Mr. O'Ratigan Las bcen bard at

——_.~_.

work latcly in preparing estimates for ?u ?xpcnditure.thc Livision, an
7. 'The above works are fairly distributed over |

: ired. : id not bring to wy
'ork;’ if ;u: h :h::l](:db::;{(‘:";}urby Tahsildar of Pulucy, to explain why be did no
. .' . )

4] - vi eof. llis cxp\anatiun
i te of his talook, and pmicularly of the western xllagea ther
notice the sta ,

d would do well for Relief-

e com— L —— ",

e

¢ r-alisation of the whole of the

) ivision until the demand
revenuo demand, and will be forwudu‘l when roccived. nd collections throughout the sub-division unti
‘ most of them havo got euough to livo on from their well cultivation aloge. Nor will the lab;rinx ' ! . T have lasued orders to .ua.)p‘e“"dl
class suficr, for, as I will show further on, work, at remuncrative rates will, if necdod. be availablo * ' - sball Lo been fxed a8 the Jummatd
for all. ' o ' | toasion
; ’ I ' ¢ lloctor of Madura forwards 8 communicatio
! 4. It wae on considerations of this naturo that 1 recommended the grant of remissions at tho . Wlies,
rates of fifteen and tweaty per cent. on ti

- ’ . ” C
: Witn this letter, the Acting ; °
L from his Acting Sub-Collector, Mr. Bliss, regar

D el - L. -

o dry holdings (and in s
per cent.), which the Board now consider insufficient.

W ATer ) svaut the faz mosa Liberal remisions
to prees hardly on & poor people, but I thiuk I oh
opinion, that a tots! remission of tho dry waste ad

. of fifty and scventy-five per cent, as now ordered,

in the most exceptional cases. I presume, however, that the remark of the Board that,** in grant-
** ing these remissions Mr. Bliss will of course bo guided by the information acqnired at the Jum-
** mahbundy as to particular boldings and localitics," is intended to imply that the rates of Gftv
;  wnd scventy-five per cent. remission on dry cultivation, are to bo considcred as mazxima, and llx:\.l
- 1 am entrusted with discretion to give legs remissions, when it appcars to mo that less will be suffi-
cient, [ bave, therefore, ordered the Talsildars to enter in the puttabs, which are now under prepa-

ration, all dry waste as remitted at once ; and unless I reccive further orders to the contrary, will

¢« 980 Wy judgment at the time of Jummakbundy as to the per-centage to be remitted in each village '
¢ on the dry cultivation. .

S. With regard to the necemi
present no exceptional measures are
afurd employment to large numbery

exceplioual case, scventy-fivo

1 am of course ouly too glad to have it in

proposcd by ghg Baard, a4 it ig far from ;v wish

ould be wrong if I did not place on recora wy

ded to & remission on dry cultivation at tho rates - ol

will be more than the people really need, even

1 it1 he Ryots in
d the condition of t .
. hich the Board propose

[

¢

‘ls‘l » . ) . 'd
“ gc;cmlli tl fh‘;lrml;:.in and Mr. Arbuthnott are in error 1 supposing that tho Boas
. Both Mr. Bliss, and Mr.

. blo charactex
. -thi hing to it.® The favora.

W a ¢ e or anything approac . . yrecluded
apprehended 8 :’}um::”t of thi district, and the fulling price of lgf:l:: lmight bo
of the seas;ms 1"t o‘;’ ro'od - It scemed not unlikely, howcvo{r, :h:at by the wages

. n . <scn. i a
un)czzl::yotov;:ovido employment for tho poc;.rer clhn. s:::,g 1;; :;l-c:nd in'pnrngﬂlph N
1CCCHSS . yarchas ’

. ‘micht acquire the meansof § . ionury measures
0“’1“"’ hll’bor,ﬂ:i)r');:otl;:snl?onrd indicated oncm")_'qtt::,l::xor‘i::mom ¢

oY) N . P S,
of; t'h;:xl'lnol\:;dcl?c taken to meet the cont;ugcncy:l:a:m" tl'rom tho latter part of pura-
which & . in the infcrence dr hin

3. Mr. Blissis c?rrf‘,:t.mdin « The Board intended that he dtou}dd}""‘:] u'.l.l
10 of the Bourd's I rocee {fr.losu of crop on cultivated land in indivi
rission

cificd universally. In muny cascs a Ryot holds
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ty of providing work for the poo;
Tequired, since the following

:*5\3\\:\\-‘ “ie N\

ple, I am of opinion that, at
works are now in progress, and

graph :
discretion in granting ren

——

{ ’
; rant tho rates spc . sod crop last year on
_ of those who nced work in diffcrent localiticy :— ' ' ' ) cases, and "‘;; fs punjah land ; in others ho may ha cdl;ad ““g‘ i tho t}:\'o preceding
: . e . . ’ v . . . av !
i Vader D o 1. Road from Diudigul to Ammanaickanir. | L . ,m',,J..;hfS ‘c le in others again he may have euﬂn.-re ntf \ hyM Bliss will obtain
‘ bdor Department Public W orks.., {2. Ditto to Puiney. i 1 T Lis p“".l“h’ while in 4 The information whic r. !
' ' 3. . Diteo to Nattam, ! . s ) tho currcut one. Y, will enable him to
Coder Rev D : - ¢ v f «cars as well as 1 Lis own personal inspections, ¢
. coue Department... ... 4. Ditto to Caroor. ) y ( ;  year the Jummahbundy, and hi  onts of cach case ; but tho Board mnus
. Besides these the wgug) Tepairs are Leing carried on to roads and tanks through the sub-divi- T' t - du""‘S. Lo relicf to the actual requiremen ducted in a liberal apirit. Threo
e Senerally. For the future, Srrangements Lave been made, or are in progress, by which, on an - , upportion He t. that tho Scttlement must bo conducted a, niust bave told
cnergency, an immense deal of work could be put in hand at once. Tho works are :— ) r f c,,,plmhcally repeat, ‘v, two of thesc almost faminc yeura, u: e
1.—The four i . : : . .essive vcasons of adversity, d the fuct that the cultivators of dry
16 four roads above-mentioned, which caunot be finished for months. o suUCCESS csources of the lyots, au han 10 Rupees
: 2.—Tbe roud from Dindigul to Batlazunda—Estimate prepared and submitted some timne : most seriously on thO r t on an average hold puttuhs for fnoret an ; *
~ g0, and could be comenced to-morrow if funds were availalle. : land in the sub-division do no suot bave tho capital wherewith to mect the drauin
3.—Road from Puloey to Coimbatore.—This road is in great nced of repair. There is au o shows conclusively that th(.‘y ca. "
old estimute now under revision, but which could be worked on at once without much cbam‘f of Lot ¢ such successively calamitous scasv
scrious error, as the revition will take time, owing to Mr. O'Ratigau’s removal from the district, i p
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Proceedings of the Mudras G orernment, Reoenue Department,

12th April 1869.
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ary aid or employment. The

Governuent assessment is g commutation of a share in the produce, and although

the commutation is suficiently liberal to enablo the Ryot to meet the ordinary con-
tiugencies of the scasons, and even an occasional bad year, still when year after -
year the Ryot does not get balf a crop, justice and self-intercst require that the State !
should abate its demand, and practically share the loss with the landholder. Some
uni boen entertained also by Mr. Bliss, or he would
never have proposed that in tho third bad year, when a half crop was all that the

land yielded, the Ryota should pay the full asscssment of this land (just as if it had

yielded en average crop), and also Rupees 42,000 moro for land that was abso-
lutely unproductive. '

: 5. Tuking this view of the
of Mr. Arbuthnott's proposal.

— e -

question, the Board eannot Scquiesce in the justice

Whatever remissions are Justly due on account of ‘
* loss of produce, should be given without reservation, and such works as the Collector

and Sub-Collector may consider desirable, eithor as permanently improving the
district, or as ** affording subsistence and relicf to the poorest of the people,” should

. be propused on their own merits. Mr. Bliss's letter, however, shows that s large - ‘
‘; number of works are in progress at prescat. ) » y —
USRI .o - St - ""’“***'—*—ww:ﬁm it . .
* No. 249, Ozpes TREREON, 12th April 1869, No. 990. . v
. Miscellaasoms. chonm:o,. with rcfe'renco to G. O,
ot dated 3rd April 1869, No. 896, k

(True Extract.) .

(Signed) R. A. DALYELL, "

Acting Secretary to Government
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